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FREDERICK THE GREAT. 


BOOK XVIII. 

SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES TO A HEIGHT. 

1757-1759. 


CHAPTER XL 

WINTER IN BRESLAU : THIi^O CAMPAIGN OPENS. 

Friedrich, during those grand victories, is suffering sadly in 
health, 'coUque deptds huit joufs, neither sleep nor appetite;’ 
‘ eight months of mere anguishes and agitations do wear one 
* down/ He is tired too, he says, of the mere business-talk, 
course and rugged, which has been his allotment lately ; longs 
for some humanly-roofed kind of lodging, and a little talk that 
shRll have flavour in it/ The troops once all in their Wmter- 
qtlRiters, he sits-down in Breslau as his own wintering-place: 
place of relaxation,—of rest, or at least of changed labour,—no 
oiaji needing it more. There for some three months he had 
a tolerable time; perhaps, by contrast, almost a delightful. 
Readers must imagine it; we have no details allowed us, nor 
asiy time for them e^^en if we had. 

I Lctteis of his to Prince Henri (Deccmbei 26ih Rc : Qi.uvre\^ \xvi 167, 169; 
SlMijttt, V. , 

VOU VtIL % 





3 SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES. BookXVUR 

Jai^-*ApHI x7$8. 

There come various visito|fi, various gaieticSi--Kin|}’$ Birth* 
day (Janua^ 24th); quality Balls, ‘at which Royal Majesty 
sometimes deigned show^himself/ A lively Breslau, in 
comparison. Sister*Amelia paid a beautiful visit of a fortnight 
or more: Sister Amelia, and along with her, two married 
Cousins (once Margravines of Schwedt), whose Husban^f, 
little Brother Ferdinand, and Eugen of Wiirtembeffe, are win* 
tering here. The Marquis d'Argens, how exquisitely treated 
we shall see, is a principal figure; Excellency Mitchell, deep 
in very important business just now, is another. Reader de 
Catt (he who once, in a Dutch River-Bo 5 t, got into con versa* 
tion with the snufiy gentleman in black wig) made his new ap¬ 
pearance, this Winter,—needed now, since De grades -is oflf, 

“ Should you have known me again ?” asked Friedrich, 
Hardly, in that dress ; besides, your Majesty looks thinner,” 

“ That I can believe, with the cursed life I have been lead¬ 
ing There came also, day not given, a Captain Guichard 
(” Major Quintus Icilius” that is to be) with his new Book on 
Ae Art Military of the Ancients, Mimoires Militains sur les 
Grecs et les Remains which cannot but be welcome to Fried¬ 
rich, A solid account of that matter, by the first man who 
ever understood both War and Greek. Far preferable to 
Folard’s, a man without Greek at all, and with military ideas , 
not a little fantastic here and there. Of Captain Guichard, 
were his Book once read, and himself a little known, there 
will be more to say. For^the present, fancy him retained as 
supernumerary :—and in regard to Friedrich’s Winter gene¬ 
rally, accept the following small hints, small but direct: 

Friedrich to UArgens (three different times). 

1®. On the road to Lenihe^i *(Tcrgau, 15th November i?57). 

* I have been obliged to have the Abbe arrested' (De Trades, of 
whom enough, long since); ‘ he has l^een playing the spy, and I have 

* n>an> evident proofs of it That is very inliimous and very un- 
** grateful.— I have made a prodigious quantity of verses {frodigieuse* 

* ment de ver$Y If T Uve, I will .show them you in Winter-quartetis 

‘ if I perish, they are bequeathed to you, and I have ordered that they 
‘ be put into your hand.' • ♦ 

* Adieu, my denr Mnrqui«;, I fancy yon to be in bH : don't rot 
‘ there ;-*-and remember you have promUed to join me tn Winter- 
‘quartets:’—on tliis latter point Fiiedrich is very i#gcnt, amiably 
® H^denbeck, i. 285. 

* a La Haye, 2 tomes 410, 1757 (Nicolai, Aftekdoten, vl, X'^4). 
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Peer; to iimip the poor|yiarquis in cotton,^Tid carry him 

Iwge him, lUto glass with care.* For example : 

**, soling ike H ^ nier -‘^ ar / ers %' SiThgAiXt z 6 ih December 

* *757 ^ Siege of Breslau done ten days ago).# • • * What a plea- 

^ sure to hear you are coming! Your travelling you can do in your 
^ Wy* i have chosen a party of iJight Horse who will 

aappaar a^Berlin to conduct you. You can make short journeys; 

* the first to Hraiikfint, the second to Crossen, the third to Grunberg, 

* ^tlrth tP Glogau, fifth to Tarchwitz, sixth to Breslau. I have di- 

* rtcted that horses be ordered for you, that your rooms be wanned 
^ everywhere, and good fowls ready on all roads. Your apartment in 

* this House* (Royal blouse in Breslau, which the King has built for 
tumself years ago) ‘is carpeted, hermetically shut You shall suffer 

* nothing from draughts or from noise.’*—Lucky Marquis; what a 
landlord! C^e accordingly; stayed till deep in April,—waiting 
latterly for woftther, I perceive; long after the King himself wzis off. 
Titus t i 

3 ®. Primick Oft the field again for five weeks past 
‘ ajd April/1758*). ‘Adieu, dear Marquis; I fancy you are now in 

* Bi^lin again. Go to Charlottenburg whenever and how you like; 
‘ take care of yourself; and be ready for the beginning of October 

* aext S-^As to me, mon eher^ I am off to fight windmills and ostriches 

* that is, Russians and Austrians (Autrickiens), Adieu, 

* «w» cherJ"^ 

There circulated in the Newspapers, this Winter, some¬ 
thing of what was called a Letter from Friedrich to Maria 
Theresa, formally proposing Peace, after these magnificent 
successes. And certainly, of all things in the Earth, Friedrich 
would have best liked Peace, this year, last year, and for the 
next five years : “ Go home, then, good neighbours ; don’t 
break into my house, don’t cut my poor throat, and we will 
bj friends again !** Friedrich, it appears, had actually, finding 
or making opportunity, sent some polite Letter, of pacific 
tenor, in his light clever way, to that address ;—not without 
momentary hopes of perhaps getting good from it .7 And the 
Kaiserinn herself, Austria's high Mother, did, they say, after 
such a Leuthen coming on the back of such a Rossbach, ftfel 
discouraged ; but the Pompadour (not France’s Mother, what¬ 
ever she might be to France) was of far other mind : “ Do not 
speak of it, nta Reine I Double or quits, that is our game; 
can we yield for a little ill-luck ? Never I’* 

* CEteorestk J^rideriCf'^xx,, ^3. * Ib. *ix. 48 ® Ib. xiv. 49. 

^ In ii. 130 (Friedriens Letter mouly yivcn .—bear 'r a Fnnce vou I olv 

kowite, pri$on6r at Leuthen, now going home on handsome terms): Steu/el, v 4 4 
(for HOfi per<ontra feeling). 
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JaA-April 

France dismisses its D’A^feenson, “ What Armies Ire these 
of his; flying home on us, Ijjce draggled poultry, across the 
Rhine !”—summon^, the famed Belleisle to be War-Ministef, 
and give things an eagle-quality France engages to pay its 
subsidies better (France flow the general paying party, Austfiaj 
Sweden, Russia itself, all looking to France,-—wou^ shewete 
as punctual as England used to be !),—in a word, engages to 
be magnanimous extremely, and wMl hear of nothing but per¬ 
sistence. “ Shall not we reap, then, where there is such a 
harvest standing white to us ?” Kaunit,? admits that there 
never will again be such a chance.—Peace, it is clear enough, 
will not be got of these people by any Letter, or human device 
whatever, except simplv by uttermost, more or less miraculous 
fighting for it. Friedrich is profoundly aware of this fact;—- 
IS busy completing his Army: 145,000 for the field, this Year, 
53,000 the Silesian part, ‘ a good many of them Austrian de¬ 
serters ;’9 and is closing an important Subsidy Treaty with 
England,—of which more anon. 

And if this is the mood in France and Austria, think what 
Russia’s will be ! The Czarina is not dead of dropsy, as some 
had expected, but, on the contrary, alive, and fiercer than 
ever; furious against Apraxin, and determined that Fermor, 
his successor, shall defy Winter, and begin work at once. She 
has indignantly dismissed Apraxin (to be tried by Court- 
Martial, he) ; dismisses Be^tuchef the Chancellor; appoints a 
new General, Fermor by name ; orders Fermor to go and lose 
not a moment, now in the depth of Winter since it was not 
done in the crown of Summer, and take possession of East 
Preussen in her name. ^ 

Which Fermor does; i6th January, crosses the border 
again, 31,000 in all, without opposition except from the frost; 
plants himself up and down,—only two poor Prussian bat¬ 
talions there; who retire with their effects, especially ‘ with 
Seven wagons of money ’ January 32 d, Fermor enters Kiinigs- 
berg ; publishes no end of proclamations, manifestos, re-* 
scripts, to inform the po(-r people, trembling at;the Cosgack 
atrocities of last Year, “That his august Sovereign Elizabeth 
of All the Russias has now become Proprietress of East Preus¬ 
sen, which shall be perfectly protected and exquisitely well- 
governed henceforth; and that all men of official or social 

February 1756' {Bariitr, iv. as8). > Steniel, v. 155. 



atp.xi.j WINTEk IN BRESLAU. | 

positioifhav^, accordingly, to cdine and take the #oath to her, 
with the due alacrity and punct^ity their peril." 

No man is willing for the operation, lyost men shudder at 
it; but who can help them? Surely it was an unblessed 
Operation. Poor souls, one pities them; for at heart they were, 
and contiivued, loyal to their own King ; thoroughly abhorrent 
of becoming Russian, as Czarish Majesty has thoroughly re¬ 
solved they shall. Some few absconded, leaving their pro¬ 
perty as spoil; the rest swore, with mental reservation, with 
shifts, such as they ;:ould devise :—for example, some were ob¬ 
served to swear with gloves on; the right hand, which they 
held up, vras a mere right with a stuffed glove at the end 
of it,-— so help me Beelzebub (or whoever is the recording 
Angel here) And thus does Preussen, with astonishment, 
as by the spell of a Czarina Circe, find itself changed suddenly 
to Russian: and does not recover the old human form till four 
years hence,—when, again suddenly, as we shall see, the Circe 
and her wand chance to get broken. 

Friedrich could not mend or prevent this bad Business ; 
but was so disgusted with it, he never set foot in East Preus¬ 
sen again,—never could bear to behold it, after such a trans¬ 
formation into temporary Russian shape. I cannot say he 
abhorred this* constrained Oath as I should have done : on the 
contrary, in the first spurt of indignation, he not only protested 
aloud, but made reprisals,—“ Sw^ar me those Saxons, then !” 
said he; and some poor magistrates of towns, and official 
people,. had to make a figure of swearing (if not allegiance 
altogether, allegiance for the time being), in the same sad 
fashion, till one’s humour cooled again.^i East Preussen, lost 
in this way, held by its King as before, or more passionately 
now than ever ; still loved Friedrich, say the Books ; but it is 
Russia’s for the present, and the mischief is done. East 
Preussen itself, Circe Czarina cherishing it as her own, had a 
much peaceabler time : in secret it even sent moneys, recruits, 
numetous young volunteers to Friedrich; much more, hopes 
afid,prayers* But his disgust with the late transformation by 
enchantment was inexpiable. 

It Was May or June, as had been anticipated, before the 
Russian m^n Army made its practical appearance in those 


Iltldefi-Gtsckiekte^ v. 147-9 ; Preuss, li. X45, iii. 578, iv. 477, &c. 
Prcu&s, u. 163: Oath given in HsUUt^G^^ckkhUi v« 63x. 4 
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Jan.-Aprii x758» 

pdrts. Fenrtor had, in the^interim^ sei2^d Thorn*' seized 
Elbing (“No ofFeitce, jnagnafimoiis Polacks, it is only for a 
time !"),—and wouliilfain have had Dantzig too, buf Dahtzi^ 
wouldn’t. Not till June i6th did the unwieldy mass pftpef 
164,000, and in effect, afid exclusive of Cossack rabblii^ 
75,000) get on way; and begin slowly staggering 
Very slowly, and amid incendiary fire and horrid criifeity, 
heretofore;—and in August coming we shall be sute to hei# 
of it 

•A 

• Lehwald was just finishing with the Swedes,—^had got th^ 
all bottled-up in Stralsund again, about New-year’s time* when 
these Russians crossed into Preusscn. We said nothing of the 
Swedish so-called Campaign of last Year;—and indeed ate 
bound to be nearly silent of that and of all the others. Five 
Campaigns of them, or at least Four and a half; such Cam** 
paigns as were never made before or since. Of Campaign 
1757, the memorable feature is, that of the whole “Swedii^ 
Division,” as the laughing Newspapers called it, which was 
“put to flight by Five Berlin Postillions;”—substantially a 
truth, as follows: 


‘ Night of September i2lh-i3th, 1757, the Swedes, 22,000 stnitig, 

‘ did at last begin business; crossed Peene River, tKe boundary be- 
‘ tween their Pommern and ours ; and, having nothing hut sozne 
‘ fractions of Militia to oppose them, soon captured the Redoubts 

* there j spread over Prussian l^ommern, and on into the Udcermark;: 

* diligently raising contributions, to a heavy amount. No less than 
‘ 90,000/. in all for this poor Province; though, by a strange acddeht, 

* 60,000/. proved to be the actual sum. 

‘ Towards the end of October they liad got as much as 60,oc^. 

* from the northern parts of Uckermark, Prcntzlow being their head- 

* quai'ter during that operation ; and they now sent out a Detach- 

* ment ofaoo grenadiers and too dragoons towards Zehdenick, another 

‘ little Town, some forty miles farther south, there to ■wring-out thit, 
‘tremaining sum. The Detachment marched by night, not Courtihg 
‘ notice; but people had heard of its coming; and five Prussia 
‘ tillions,-—shifty fellows, old hussars it may be, at any 
‘ on the trumpet, and furnished w^ith hussar jackets 

* each, determined to do something for their Country. Th# 

* PetachWtit had not marched many mile.s, when,--f^teror 

* flourishes of martial trumpeting,—there verily f^ll ot^jthe SwWi^' 

* flank, out of a clump of dark wood, five shots, and woutIkIM 
‘man. To the astonishment and panic of the other Two huadj^d and 
Miinety-itine; who made instant retreat, itnder new shots and 
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* tones^ fEi if it were from five whole Jiussar regiments; retreat double- 
’ 'quick, to Prcntalow; alarm waxing by the speed; ailrm spreading 

* at Prentzlow it&elf: so that the ^Aole I%ibion got to its feet, re* 
‘ * crossed the Peene; and Uckermark had nolj^ing more to pay, for 

* that l>out! This is not a fable, such as go in the Newspapers,’ adds 
xn]^ Authority, 'but an accurate factin our <iay, the 
Qi^e memorable one of^that " Swedish War.” 

i' The French,’ says another of my Notes, 'who did the suhsidying 
' round (who paid even tlie Russian Subsidy, though in Austria's 
' ndme), had always an idea that the Swedes,—sz,ooo stout men, this 

* year, 4,000 of them cavalry,—might be made to cooperate with the 

* R^ians ; with them or with somebody; and do something effective 

* inithe way of destroying Friedrich. And besides their subsidies and 
' bijbing^ the French took incredible pains with this view; incessantly 

* ceptriving, correspondencing, and running to and fro between the 
' parties ;>• but had not, even from the Russians and Czarish Majesty, 

' much of a result, and from the Swedes had absolutely none at all. 
' By French industry and flagitation, the Swedish Army was generally 

* kept-up to about ao.ooo: the soldiers were expert with their fighting- 

* tools, Imew their field-exercise well; had fine aitillery, and were stout 
'hardy fellows: but the guidance of them was wonderful. "They 
' had no field-commissariat,” says one Observer, "no field-bakery, no 
' ms^azines, no pontoons, no light troops; and,” among the Higher 
'Officers, "no subordination.Were, in short, commanded by 
‘ nobody m particular. Commanded by Senator Committee-men in 
' Stockholm; and, on the field, by Generals anxious to avoid re- 
' sponsibility; who, instead of acting, lield continual Councils of War. 
' The history of their Campaigns, year after year, is, in summary, 
' this: 

' Late in the season (always late, War-Offices at home, and Cap- 
' taindes here, being in such a state), they emerge from Stralsund, an 
' impregnable place of their own,—wheie the men, I observe, have 
' had to live on dried fishy substances, instead of natural boiled oat- 
' meal;’^ and have died extensively in consequence:—they march from 
' Stralsund, a forty or thirty miles, till they reach the Swedish-Pom- 
' mem boundary, Peene River; a muddy sullen stream, flowing through 
' quagmire meaidows, which are miles broad, on each shore: River im- 

* fordable everywhere; only to be crossed in four or five places, where 

** N^ldm^Geschickte, iv. 764, S07; Archenholtz* i. i6o * 

** For example: M. le Marquis de Montaiemoert, Correspoitdance amc 
imployi jfar U de France d VArmde SteidcUe, 1757-1761 ('with the 
Swt^sh Army 2 yes, and sometimes with the Rusbian,—and sometimes on the 
French Owts, ardently fortifying against Pitt and his Descents therea very in- 
tJBltigeot, industrious, observant man: still amusing to read, if one were idler), d 



ty cj _ 

sand. Archenholtz, i. xsd. 

hContalembert, i. 39-37, 335, 394 &c. (that of the demand for Norse /arridgw, 
whidi intfixtsted me, 1 cannot nnd again). 
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* paved causeways aie The Swales, with deliberation, ciosl’Peene; 

‘ aftti some time, ctplure the bits of Redoubts and the one or two 
^ poor Prussian I owns up<i% it, Afiklam Kedoubt, Ptenemunde (Peene^ 

‘ mouth) Redoubt, ancj rove foiward into liussian Pommem, or ovfa: 

* into the Uckermaik, for fifty, foi a hunched miles, exacting contn- 
^butions, foi aging vihat Ihvy cm, making the pool couiilry-peoine 
‘ very miseiable, and themselves not happy,—their soldiers **growi^ 

' yearly more plundcrous/ says Archtnholtz, “till at length they g^t, 

' though uiulIi shyer of murdu, to ics mble Cossacks,” in legardto 
‘ other pleas of the tiown 

' riiert IS generally some fractional itgiment or two of PiuS*Jan 

* force, left under some select General MauleiCfcl, Colonel Btlhig, 

‘ who hangs diligently on the skiits of them, exploding by all oppor 
' tunities J here have been Country Militias voluntarily got on febt, 

‘ for the Decision, five or six small lei^inients ol them, ofiicered by 

* Prussian Veteriiis of the Squirearchy in those parts, who do excel- 
Ment service Ihe Governoi of Stettin, Bevcm, our old SileSian 
‘ fiiend, strikes out now and then alwiys vigilant, prompt and effee 

‘ ti\e, on a chance offenng ihis thiough Summer, is what opposi 
‘ tion cm be made and the Swedes without magazines, scout-service, 

‘ or llm like militiry appliances, Imt willing enough to fight’ (when 
they can ‘and liMng on their shdts, will rove inwaid, perhaps 
‘ loo miles, say south westwnd say south eastward (towauls Kuppm, 
which we used to know),—‘they love to keep Mecklenburg usually 
‘ on then flank, which is a fiiendly Countiy Small fights befall them, 

‘ usually lieatmgs, never anything considcrtble That is their success 

* through Summci 

‘ 1 hen, in \utuinn, some remnant more of Prussian regulars arrive, 

‘ disposable now for that scivice,4^upon which the Swedes are driven ovei 
‘ Peene igain (quite sure to be driven when the Kner with its quagmires 
‘ freezes), lose Anklam Kedoubl, Peenemundt Redoubt, loseDemmin, 

* Wodm, are followed into Swedish I^ommem oftenest to the gates 
‘ of Stialsund, and irc locked u]) theu tlieie and in Rugen adjoining, 

‘ till a new season ainvt *—I his yeai (1757 8), I ehwald, on turning 
the key of Stralsund, might havt dcnc i fine feat, fiost haviig come 
suddenly, nnd welded R igen to the munhnd “What is to hinder 
you from starving them into sun c ndei ?” signifies Tnedrich, hastily! 
“ Besiege me btralsund ' WIiilIi J <1 wald did, but should have been 
qiftcker about it, or iht thaw time too soon, and admittcyi ships 
with proMsion again U] on which 1 el wald re igiied, to a General 
Oral von Dolma, and went lioiiu as ^lown too old and Doling 
kept them bottle I thcie Idi the usual Pussian Advent (d 4 ep in Jufie)j 
by winch t nc wh il with limit d stoikf li diot, what with soie labour 
(breaking cf tlie ice, whcntvti frrd leappeared) and other hardship, 
more than half ol llum hid dud — Rveiy new season'there was a 
‘ new Gtiuiil *ncd, but \ ithout the lei^t improvement There was 

* giotkery enough, complaint enough, indignant laughter in Stockhtdm 
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* itself} iuid the Palecarlians thought of revolting: but the Senator 

* Committee-men held firm, ballasted by French gold, for four years. 

* The Prussian Militias are a fin? trait d^tbe matter; about fifteen 

* regiments in different parts;—about five in l^mmem, which set the 

* example; which were suddenly raised last Autumn by the Staptde 

* themselves, drilled in Stettin continuaRy, while the Swedes were 
*#inder ||ay, and which stood ready for some action, under veterans 

* of the squirearchy, when the Swedes arrived. They were kept up 

* through the Wan The Slande even raised a little fleet,*® river fleet 

* and coast fleet, twelve gunboats, with a poweiful carronade in each, 

* and effective men and captain; a gieat check on plundering and 

* coast-mischief, till tlA Swedes, who are naval, at last made an effort 

* and destroyed them all.* 

Friedrich was very sensible of these procedures on the part 
of his Siandej and perhaps readers are not prepared for such, 
or for others of the like, which we could produce elsewhere, in 
a Country without Constitution to speak of. Friedrich raises no 
new taxes,—except upon himself exclusively, and these to the 
very blood:—Friedrich gets no Lifc-and-Forlune Addicsses of 
the vocal or printed sort, but only of the acted. Very much 
the preferable kind, where possible, to all parties concerned. 
These poor militias and flotillas one cheerfully puts on record; 
cheerfully nothing else, in regard to such a Swedish War;— 
nor shall we henceforth insult the human memory by another 
word upon it that is not indispensable. 

Of the English 4 ^ubsidy. 

One of Friedrich's most important affairs, at present,—- 
vitally connected with his Army and its furnishings, which is 
the all-important,—was his Subsidy Treaty with England, It 
is the third treaty he has signed with England in regard to 
this War; the second in regard to subsidy for it; and it is the 
first that takes real practical effect. It had cost difficulty in 
adjusting, not a little correspondence and management from 
Mitchell; for the King is very shy about subsidy, though grin? 
‘necessity prescribes it as inevitable; and his pride, and his re¬ 
flections on the last Subsidy Treaty, “ One Million sterling, 
Armf of Observation, and Fleet in the Baltic,'* instead of which 
came Zero and Kloster-Zeven, have made him very sensitive. 
However^ aH difficulties arer got over; Plenipotentiary Knyp- 
hausen* Pitt, Britannic Majesty and everybody striving to be 

Archfoholtz, L xxo. 
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rational and practical; and at Condon, iith April 175 ^, Sub¬ 
sidy Treaty, admirablyjbrief and to the point, is finished 
“That Friedrich have Four Million Thalers, that is, 
670,000/.; payable in London to his order, in October, this 
Year; which sum Friedrich engages to spend wholly in main¬ 
tenance and increase of his Army for behoof of the qpmmoa 
object;—neither party to dream of making the least shadow 
of peace or tiMce without the other.” Of Baltic Fleet, there is 
nothing said; nor, in regard to that, was anything done, this 
year or afterwards; highly important as it^ould have been to 
Friedrich, With the Navies so-called of both Sweden and R*t8- 
sia doing their worst upon him. “ Whv not spare me a small 
English squadron, and blow these away?" Nor was the why 
ever made clear to him; the private why being, that Czarish 
Majesty had, last year, intimated to Britannic, “Any such step 
on your part will annihilate the now old friendship of Russia 
and England, and be taken as a direct declaration of War t‘* 
—which Britannic Majesty, for commercial and miscellaneous 
reasons, hoped always might be avoided. Be silent, therefore, 
on that of Baltic Fleet. 

In all the spoken or covenanted points the Treaty was ac¬ 
curately kept: 670,000/., two-thirds of a million very nearly, 
will, in punctual promptitude, come to Friedrich’s hand, were 
October here. And in regard to Ferdinand (a point left silent, 
this too), Friedrich’s expectations were exceeded, not the con¬ 
trary, so long as Pitt endured. This is the Third English- 
Prussian Treaty of the Seven-Years War, as we said above; 
and it is the First that took practical effect: this was followed 
by three others, year after year, of precisely the same tenor, 
which were likewise practical and punctually kept,—the last of 
them, ‘12th December 1760,’ had reference to Subsidy for 
1761: -and before another came, Pitt was out. So that, in 
all, Friedrich had Four Subsidies, 670,000/ x 4=3,680,000/. 
of English money altogether:—and it is computed by some, 
there was never as much good fighting otherwise had out of* 
all the 800,000,000/ we have funded in that pesuliar of 
enterprise.*® 

W la fr>ur short Articles; given In /A ^dtn^Gtsckichie^ v. 1^-17. 

w First Treaty, i6th January 1756 (is in uL 68A •Wt wiU 

* oppose by arms any foreign k nmament entering Germany Second Trfe'tfy* 
January 1757 (never pubhehibd till 1802 h is in Scholt, ill. 310-33: 'one Biittlpia suWdjji^ 
Sa. Fleet (not at all); after which. 

Third freaty (the jSrst really issuing in subsidy and perfomaaoe) ii 
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^ t^it^ad no difficulty with his<Parliamcnt, or with his Public, 
in regard to this Subsidy; the#contrary rather. Seldom, if 
ever, was England in such a heat of en|husiasm about any 
Foreign Man as about Friedrich in these months since Ross- 
bach and what had followed. Celebrating this ” Protestant 
Hero/* authentic new Champion of Christendom; toasting him, 
with all the honours, out of its Worcester and other Mugs, very 
high indeed. Take these Three Clippings from the old News¬ 
papers, omitting all else; and rekindle these, by good inspection 
and consideration, into feeble symbolic lamps of an old illu¬ 
mination, now fallen so extinct. 

No. r. Reumnd Mr, Whitfield and the Protestant Hero, ^ Monday 

* January ad/ 1758, ‘was observed as a Day of Thanksgiving, at the 

* Chapel in Tottenham-Court Road’ (brand-new Chapel, still standing 
and acting, though now in a dingier manner), ‘by Mr. Whitfield’s 

* people, for the signal Victories gained by the King of Prussia over 

* his Enemies.'®—“Why rage the Heathen; why do the people im- 
agine a vain thing? Sinful beings we, perilously sunk in sin against 

“ the Most High:—but they, do they think that, by earthly propping 
“and hoisting, their unblessed Chimera, with his Three Hats, can 
“ sweep away Uie Eternal Stais!”’—In this strain, I suppose: Pro¬ 
testant Hero and Heaven’s long-suffering Patiences and Mercies in 
raising-up such a one for a backsliding generation; doubtless with 
much unction by Mr. Whitfield. 

No. a* King of Pmssia's Birthday (Tuesday Januaiy 24111). * This 
‘ being the Birthday of the King of Pmissia, who then entered into the 

* forty-seventh year of his age, the same was observed with illumina¬ 
tions and other demonstialiens of joy;’—throughout the Cities of 
London and Westminster, ‘great rejoicings and illuminations,’ it ap¬ 
pears,*®—-now shining so feebly at a century’s distance!—No. 3 is 
still more curious; and has deserved fiom us a little special inquiring 
kito. 

No. 3. Miss Barbaia Wyndhamh SuhsUy, ‘March 13th, 1758,’ 
-^while Pitt and Knyphansen are busy on the Subsidy Treaty, s^ll 
not out with it, the Newspapers suddenly announce,— 

^ ‘ Miss Bab. Wyndham, of Salisbury, sister of Henry Wyndham, 

* of thai City, a maiden lady of ample fortune, has ordered her 

* banker to prepare the sum of 1,000/. to be immediately remitted, in 

175$ (given in Helde^Ceschkhte^ v. 17); Fourth (really second), ythBecember 175S 
Ub. V. 75a); FnlhfrAin/), 9th November 1759: SivthO^Kr^A), xath December 1760. 
Skie/walk ii. 194 u* 

^ OimilemaH's xxviii. (for 1758), p. ^1 

w lb. p. 43: and vol xxiz. p. 43, for next year’s birthday, and p. 8z for aDot)r>r 
kbd of pelabration. 
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* her own name, as a present to tljp King of Prussia* DoiAtless tp 
the King of Prussia^ surprise, and that of London Society, which 
would not want for comm^taries%n such a thing! 

Before long, the SujDbidy Treaty being now out, and the W]yndhiim 
topic new again, London Society reads, in the same Newspaper^ a 
Documentary Piece, calculafed to help in its commentaries. Th^ 
is good likelihood of guess, though no certainty now attainable, thait 
the ‘‘ Englkh Lady” referred to may be Miss Bab. herselfof whose 
long-vanished biography, and brisk, airy, nomadic ways, we catdt 
hereby a faint shadow, momentary, but conceivable, and sufficient 
for us: 

* 7 b Authors of the London Oftromc/e,^^ 

* The following Account, which is a real fact, will serve to show 
‘ with what punctuality and exactness the King of Prussia attends to 
‘ the most minute affairs, and how open he is to applications from all 

* persons. 

‘ An English Lady being possessed of actions* (shares) ' in the 

* Kmlxien Company, and having occasion to raise money on them, re- 
‘ paiied to Antwerp' (some two years ago, as will be seen), ‘and made 
‘ application for that purpose to a Diicctor of the Company, established 
‘ there by the King of Piussia for the managing all affairs relative 
‘ thereto. This peisoii,' Van Fathom the name of him, ‘very will- 
‘ ingly entcied into treaty with hei; but the sum he offered to lend 
‘ being far short of what the actions would bring, and he also insisting 
' on forfeiture of her right in them, if not redeemed in twelve months, 

‘ —she broke-off with him, and had recourse to some merchants at 
‘ Antweip, who were inclinable to treat with her on muclf more equit- 

* able terms. The proceeding necessarily brought the parties before 
‘ this Director for receiving hS sanction, which was essential to the 
‘ solidity of the agreement; and he, finding he was like to lose the 
‘ advantage he had flattered himself with, disputed the authenticity of 
‘ the actions, and thereby threw her into such discredit, as to render 

* all attempts to raise money on them ineffectual. Upon this the Lady 
‘ wrote a Letter by the common post to his Majesty of Prussia, ac- 
‘ companied with a Memorial complaiumg of the treatment she had 
‘ received from the Director; and she likewise enclosed the actions 
‘ themselves in another letter to a friend at Berlin. By the return of 

post, his Majesty condescended to answer her Letter; and the 
‘ actions were returned autlicnticatefl ; which so restored her credit, 

‘ that in a few hours all difficulties wert removed relating to the trans-* 
‘ action she had in hand; and it is more than probable the Dirfclor 
‘ has felt his Majesty's resentment for his ill-behaviour*—The 
‘ Letter w^as as follows: 

“Antwerp, XQth F^ruay *756 

“ Sir,—Having had the happiness to pay my court to your Ma* 

** London Chronicle, March r4th-iGth, 1758; LloySi EvtHing Post i ftc. AiC* 

^ ** Londrn Chronicle, of i3th-i5th April 1758. 
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^ jefit|**d«dtig a pretty long residei^e at Berlin’* (say In Voltaire’s time; 
Mias Barbara’s **Embden Company,” I observe, was the first of the 
two, date 1750; that of 1753 is no?hers)/'‘and to receive such marks 
**of favour from their Majesties the Queens** (a Barbara capable of 
shining in the Royal soirees at Montbijou, of talking to, or of, your 
Voltaires and lions, and investing mone/s in the new Embden Com¬ 
pany) “ as 1 shall ever retain a grateful sense of,—1 presume to flatter 
*• myself that your Majesty will not be offended at the respectful liberty 
** I have taken in laying before you my complaints against one Van 
** Erthom, a Director of the Embden China Company, whose bad be- 
** haviour to me, as set fortli in my Memorial, hath forced me to make 
“ a very long and expensive stay at this place; and, as the consider- 
‘‘ able interest I have in that Company may farther subject me to bis 
caprices, I cannot foibear laying my grievances at the foot of your 
** Majesty’s throne; most respectfully supplicating your Majesty that 
“ you would be graciously pleased to give otders that this Director 
“ shall not act towards me for the future as he hath done hitherto. 

** I hope for this favour from your Majesty’s sovereign equity; and 
•• I shall never cease offering up my ardent prayers for the prosperity 
“ of your glorious reign; having the honour to be, with the most re- 
spectful zdal. Sir, your Majesty’s most humble, most obedient, and 
** most devoted servant, * * 

* TAe King 0/ Prussia's Answer, 

“ Potsdam, 26th February 1756. 

” Madam,—I received the Letter of the i9tU instant, which you 
** thought proper to write to me; and was not a little displeased to 
“ hear of the bad behaviour of one of the Duectors of the Asiatic 
** Company of Embden towaids you, of which you were forced to 
“ complain. I shall direct yout grievances to be examined, and have 
“ just now dispatched my onlcrs for that purpose to Len/, my Presi- 
dent of the Chamber of East Friesland,” Chief Judge in those parts,^ 
“ You may assure yourself the stricto^l justice shall be done you that 
” the case will admit. God keep you in his holy protection.—F ris.J)- 
“ lUCH.” ’ 

Whether this refers to Miss J 3 arbara or not, there is no affirming. 
But the interesting point is, Friedrich did receive and accept Miss Bar¬ 
bara’s tjooo/. The Prussian account, which calls her “an English 
>yungfraH^ Lady Salisbury, who actually sent a sum of money,”®* would 
not itself be satisfactory; but, by good chance, there is still living, in 
Salisbury City, a very aged Gentleman, well known for his worth, and 

s* Sftyfarthj u. 139. 

pfftuss, ii 12^ who^e reference is merely * Gentleman's Magazine for 1758.* 
Both IQ Se^^ster of that Year (i. 86). and m the Gentleman's Mas;aztnc, 

pp, i4«, 177, the above Paragiaph an(i Letteis are copud from the Newspapers, but 
^thout the smallest commeaury (there 01 elsewhere), or any mention of a * ha^y 
Salisbury.* 
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intelUgence on such matters, who, being inquired of, make# 3 E«id;f at 
0 ace; That the First Earl of Malmesbury (who was of his acqu^intaiMiW, 
and had many anecdotespand rimiuiscences of Friedrich^ all noted 
down, it was understood, with diplomatic exactitude* but nevat lOt 
published or become accessible) did, as * I well remember, amoqg 

* things, mention the KingSs telling him that he/ the King, ‘had 1?0- 

* ceived a Thousand Pounds from Miss Wyndham; with a pn#t aitf 

* which he had bought the Flute then in his hand. Which 
circumstance, too, is curious. For, at all times, however straitened 
Friedrich^s Exchequer might be, it was bis known habit, during this 
War, to have always, before the current year ended, the ways and 
means completely settled and provided for thf* year coming; so that 
everything could be at once paid in money (good money or b^,—good 
still np to this date);—and nothing was observed to fall short, so much 
as the customary liberality of his gifts to those about him. I infer, 
therefore: Friedrich had decided to lay-out this i,ooo/. in what he 
would call luxuries, chiefly gifts,—^and, among other things, had said 
to himself, will have a new flute, too!” Probably one of his last; 
for I understand he had, by this time (Malmesbury’s time, lyyx), ceased 
much playing, and ceased altogether not long after.®® 

James Harris, First Earl of Malmesbury, was Resident at Berlin 
1772: that is all the date we have for the King’s saying, “ And with 
part of it 1 bought this Flute!” Date of Lord Malmesbury’s mention 
of it at Salisbury, we have none,—likeliest there might be various 
dates; a thing mentioned more than once, and not improvable by 
dating. The Wyndhams still live in the Close of Salisbury; a re¬ 
spected and w'^ell-known Family; record of them (none of Barbara 
there, or elscwlicre except hero) to be found in the County Histories.®^ 

1 only know farther, Barham (^ed May 1761;, 'aged and wealth}^’ and 

* with the bulk of her fortune endowed a Charity, to be called “ Wynd¬ 
ham College,” —which 1 hope still flourishes. Enough on this small 
Wyndham matter; which is nearly altogether l^nglish, but in Which 
Friedricli too has his indefeasible property. 

Friedrich^ as indeed Pitfs People and Ol/iet s have done^ takes 
the Field uncofmnonly early: Friedrich goes upon Sekweid-- 
nitz^ as the Preface to whatever his Campaign may be, 

* While this Subsidy Treaty is getting settled in England, 
Duke P'erdinand has his French in full cackle of universal* 
flight; and before the signing of it (April iith), /jvery feather 

Better from John Fow-lcr, J-sq , *S.ihUtinv, April 1S60,* Jo o Prfond of 
mine w); nf lUi bara'i ideutitj', or oihcr\;ibC. with the Antwcrp-Bmlxlen 

ILrfidy. Mi F. t«n sav nothmz* 

^ Pieass, i. }7J-\7h ^ 

Britton’s Viaui/ii />/ Ln^laud and Wale^. xv part ii, p, ; HoAfe’s 
bury (mistaken, p. 815), ivc 
• -8 (tor 1765), \iii. S6. 
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.j^f ifi over the Rhine; Duke Ferdinand busy preparing to 
ifoilow. . Glorious news, day aft^r day, coming in, for Pitt, for 
Miss Barbara and for all En^ish sduls, Royal Highness of 
^Cumberland hardly excepted ! The ** Detc^rnt on Rochefort,*’ 
Atittimn, had a good deal disappointed Pitt and England; 

elaborate Expedition, military and naval; 
^^ikich cotdd not “descend” at all, when it got to the point; 
but mutely went groping about, on the muddy shores of the 
Charente, holding councils of war yonder; * cannonaded the Isle 

Aix for two hoursand returned home without result of any 
kind, Courts-martiat following on it, as too usual. This was 
an unsuccessful first-stroke for Pitt Indeed, he never did 
much succeed in those Descents on the French Coast, though 
never so ill as this time. Those are a kind of things that 

m|tiire an exactitude as of clockwork, in all their parts : and 
Pitt’s Gcneralcies and War-Ofifices,—we know whether they 
,were of the Prussian type or of the Swedish ! Avery grievous 
hindrance to Pitt;—which he will not believe to be quite in- 
eurable. Against which he, for his part, stands up, in grim 
earnest* and with his whole strength ; and is now, and at all 
times, doing what in him lies to abate or remedy it;—success- 
foUy, to an unexpected degree, within the next four years. 
From America, he has decided to recall Lord Loudon, as a 
CUnctatory haggling mortal, the reverse of a General; how very 
different from his AustriAin Cousin “Abercrombie may be 
better,” hopes he;—was better, stMl not good. ' But already in 
the gloomy imbroglio over yonder, Pitt discerns that one Am¬ 
herst (the son of people unimportant at the hustings) has mili¬ 
tary talent: and in this puddle of a Rochefort Futility, he has 
got his eye on a young Officer named Wolfe, who was Quarter- 
mastet of the Expedition ; a young man likewise destitute of 
P-arliainentary connection, but who may be worth something. 
Both of whom will be heard of! In a four-years determined 
effort of this kind, things do improve; and it was wonderful, 
"to what amount,-—out of these chaotic War-Offices little better 
"ithan the Swedish, and ignorant Generalcies fully worse than 

^ Coiisins certainly enough: their Progenitors were Brothers, of that Jronse, 
about Matthew, tlie cadet, went * into Livonia,' into foreign Soldiering: 

(Papa haying fallen Prisoner ‘ at the Battle of Langside,' 1568, and the Pamily pro- 
inects being lo^); from this Matthew comes, through a senes of Livonian Soldiers, 
fne famed Austrian Loudon. Douglas, Peerage pf Scotland^ p. 4-^$ ; &c. &c. Pie 
He Louden ^ll-informed on that point and some others) says, the first Livonian 
Loudon came from Ayrshire, * in the fourteenth century’ 1 
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the Swedish,—Pitt got heroic successes and woi'* reaUy 
done. 


On Pitt, amid eonfuscd clouds, there is bright dawn rising; 
and Friedrich too, for the last month, in Breslau, has a cheer¬ 
ful prospect on that Western side of his horizon. Here is one 
of his Postscripts, thrown-off in Autograph, which Duke Fer¬ 
dinand will read with pleasure: “ I congratulate you, mon ch 6 r^ 
“ with my whole heart! May you flcur-de-lys every French 
“ skin of them ; cutting-out on their”—what shall we say (/?«r 
imprimant sttr le «//)!—“the Initials o# the Peace of West- 
“ phalia, and packing them across the Rhine,” tatooed iii that 
latest extremity of fashion 

Friedrich, grounding partly on those Rhine aspects, has his 
own scheme laid for Campaign 1758. It is the old scheme 
tried twice already: to go home upon your Enemy swiftly, with 
your utmost collective strength, and try to strike into the heart 
of him before he is aware. Friedrich has twice tried this ; the 
second time with success, respectable though far short of com¬ 
plete. Weakened as now, but with Ferdinand likely to find 
the French in employment, he means to try it again; and is 
busy preparing at Neissc and elsewhere, though keeping it a 
dead secret for the time. There is, in fact, no other hopeful 
plan for him, if this prove feasible at all. Double your velocity, 
you double your momentum. One’s weight is given,—weight 
growing less and less ;-~b'it not, or not in the same way and 
degree, one’s velocity, one’s rightness of aim. Weight given : 
it IS only by doubling or tiebling his velocity that a man can 
make his momentum double or treble, as needed ! Friedrich 
means to try it,‘readers will see how,—were the Fort of Schweid- 
nit? once had; for which object Friedrich w'atches the weather 
like a vei y U’Argcns, eager that the frost would go. Recapture 
of Schweidnitz, the last speck of Austrianism wiped away there; 
.that is evidently the preface to whatsoever dayswork may be 
ahead. 1 

March isth, frost being now -off, Friedrich quits Breslah 
and D’Argens,—his Headquarter thenceforth Klbster-Grussau, 
near Landshut, troops all getting cantoned thereabout, to keep 

3 “ Frieduch to Duk<» Fcrclmanxl, ‘Grussati, 39th March 1758 ;* in Kitesebcck, 
HerLt>(r ^erdmand^ 1 64 J'l >dinafid wahxnd de% Krptffps 

(‘from tiic and Prussun Aichivcs’) 1 > ihp full Title of Knesebcck’s Book: 

LUiers altop^ther not very impllit^uiily cditrd, but well wotlh reading by every 
‘ btudent, rmlitary and civil: 7 \ > 11 . 8^o, Hanover, 1857. 
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Bobemil quiet,—and goes at o|ce upon Schweidnitz. With 

top of the morning, so to spyak; means to have Schweid- 
pitz before campaigning usually can begin, or common labourers 
take their tools ih this trade. The AustriJh Commandant has 
been greatly strengthening the works; he had, at first, some 
8«ooo ot garrison ; but the three-months blockade has been 
tight upon him and them; and it is hoped the thing can be 
done. 

t 

Afril isUzd, —Siege-material being got to the ground, and 
Siege Division and (^ovcring Army alJ in their places,—in spite 
of the heavy rains, we open our hrst parallel, Austrian Com¬ 
mandant not noticing till it is nearly done. April 8th, we have 
our batteries built; and buVst out, at our best rate, into can¬ 
nonade; aiming a good deal at “Fort No. i,” called also 
**Galg&ft or Gallows Fort,” which we esteem the principal. 
Cannonade continues day after day, prospers tolerably on Gal¬ 
lows Fort,—though the wet weather, and hardship to the troops, 
are grievous circumstances, and make Friedrich doubly urgent. 
“Try it by storm !” counsels Balbi, who is Engineer. Night 
of April storm takes place; with such vigour and 

such cunning, that the Gallows Fort is got for almost nothing 
(loss of ten men);—and few hours after, Austria beat the cha- 
made.®^ Fifty-one new Austrian guns, for one item, and about 
7,000/. of money. Prisoners of War the Garrison, 8,000 gone 
to 4,900 ; with such stores as we jan guess, of ours and theirs 
added: Balbi was Prussian Engineer-in-Chief, Treskau Captain 
of the Siege;—other particulars I spare the reader. 

Unfortunate Schweidnitz underwent four Sieges, four cap¬ 
tures or recaptures, in this War;—upon all of which we must 
be quite summary, only the results of them important to us. 
For the curious m sieges, especially for the scientifically curi¬ 
ous, there is, by a Captain Ticlcke, excellent account of all 
these Schweidnitz Sieges, and of others ;—Artillery-Captain 
Tielcke, in the Saxon or Saxon-Russian service; whom per 
' Jiaps we shall transiently fall in with, on a different field, in 
the f ourse oi this Year. 

31 Tempelhof, ii ai-»5; Helden-GeschiMe^ v lop-iaj: above all, Tielcke, Bey* 
trage eur Kf^e^s-KuHst und zur Gotchu/ite ties Kne^cs ttott 1756 his 176 j (6 volL 
4to, Freyberg, 1775-1786), iv. 43-76. Volume iv. is wholly devoted to Schweidnit* 
and its successive Sieges, 
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CHAPTER XIL 
Siege olmutz, 

Fouquet, on the first movement towards Schweidnitz, Inkd 
been detached from Landshut to sweep certain Croat Parties 
out of Glatz; Ziethen, with a similar view, into Troppau 
Country ; both which errands were at once perfectly dope, 
Daun lies behind the Bohemian Frontier (betimes in the field 
he too, ‘ arrived at Konigsgratz Match 13th’); and is, with all 
diligence, perfecting his new levies; entrenching himself Oh 
all points, as man seldom did ; “felling whole forests," thusy 
say, building abatis within abatis;—not doubting, especially 
on these Ziethen-Fouquet symptoms, but Friedrich’s Campaign 
is to be an Invasion of Bohemia again. "Which he shall not 
do gratis !” hopes Daun; and, indeed, judges say the entrance 
would hardly have been possible on that side, had Friedri<^ 
tried it; which he did not. 

Schweidnitz being done, and Daun deep in the Bohemian 
problem,—Friedrich, in an unintelligible manner, breaks-out 
from Griissau and the Landshut region (April igth-ssth), not 
straight southward, as Daun had been expecting, but straight 
south-eastward through Neisse, Jagerndorf: all gone, or ail 
but Ziethen and Fouquet gone, that way;—meaning who 
shall say what, when news of it comes to Daun? In two 
divisions, from 30 to 40,000 strong; through Jagerndorf, ever 
onward through Troppau, and not till then turning southward :* 
indubitable march of that cunning Enemy; rapidly proceeding, 
his 40,000 and he, along those elevated upland countries, 
watershed of the Black Sea and the Baltic, bleakly illumined 
by the April sun ; a march into the mists of the future tense, 
which do not yet clear themselves to Daun. Seeing the march 
turn southward at Troppau, a light breaks on Daun; “ Ha ! 
^coming round upon Bohemia from the east, then ?” That is 
Daun’s opinion, for some time yet; and he immediately starts^ 
that way, to save a fine magazine he has at Leutomtschl over 
there. Daun, from Skalitz near Konigsgratz where he iS, has 
but some eighty miles to march, for the King’s hundrsd-and- 
fifty; and arrives in those parts few days after tlie King; posts 
himself at Leiitoniischl, veiled in Pandours, “'Not for two 
^weeks more does he ascertain it to have been a march upon , 

^ ♦ See Plan, p. 56 a* 
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Ol|llUt2 Country, and the i|)tricate forks of the Morawa 
ivar t with a view to besieging|Oimu^z, by this wily Enemy 1 
pon which Daua did strive to bestir himself thitherward, at 
last ; andi though very slow and hesitative,*his measures other¬ 
wise were unexceptionable, and turned-out luckier than bad 
been expected by some people. 



Olatiitz is an ancient pleasant little City, in the Plains of 
Mdhren, romantic, indistinct to the English mind; with Domes, 
with Steeples eminei^t beyond its size,—population little above 
I lOiOOO souls ;—has its Prince-Archbishop and ecclesiastic out- 
, fittings, with whom Friediich has lodged in his time. City 
which trades in leather, and Russian and Moldavian droves of 
oxen. Memorable to the Slavic populations for its grand 
Czech Library, which was carried away by the Swedes, happily 
into thick night also for that poor little Wenzel of theirs (last 
heir of the Bohemian Czech royalties, whom no reader has the 
least memory of^ being killed on the streets here;—^uncertain, 
to this day, by whom, though for whose benefit that dagger- 
stroke ended is certain enough —poor little Wenzel’s dust 
lies under that highest Dome, of the old Cathedral yonder, if 
anybody thought of such a thing in hot practical times. Poor 
Lafayette, too, lodged here in prison, when the Austrians seized 
him. City trades in leather and live stock, we said ; has much 
to do with artillery, mucli with egcicsiastry ;—and Friedrich 
besieged it, for seven weeks, in the hot summer days of 17 5 8, 
to no purpose. Friedrich has been in Olmutz more than once 
before ; his Schwerin once took it in a single day, and it was 
his for months, in the old Moravian-Foray time: but the place 
is changed now ; become an arsenal or military storehouse of 
Austria ; strongly fortified, and with a Captain in it, who dis¬ 
tinguishes himself by valiant skill and activity on this occasion. 

Friedrich’s Olmutz Enterprise, the rather as it was unsuc- 
^ cessful, has not wanted critics. And certainly, according to 
•the ordinary rules of cautious prudence, could these have been 
Friedrich’s i«i his present situation, it was not to be called a 
prudent Enterprise. But had Friedrich’s arrangements been 
punctually fulfilled, and Olmutz been got in fair time, as was 
possible 01* probable, the thing might have been done very 

^ To Stxalbund (X645), * and has not idnce b«en heard of.’ 

* Supr^ voh I. p Z03. 
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well. Duke Ferdinand, in th<se early May days, is practicaUy 
making preparations t« follov the French across the Rhine; 


no fear of French j^rmies interfering with us this year. Dohaa 
has the Swedes locked in Stralsund (capable of being starved, 
had not the thaw confc); and in Hinter-Pommem he has 
General Platen, with a tolerable Detachment, watching Renhfer 
and his Russians ; Dohna, with Platen, may entertain the Rus¬ 
sians for a little, when they get on way,—which we know will 
be at a slow pace, and late in the season. Prince Henri com¬ 
mands in Saxony, say with 30,000;—Kingls vicegerent and other 
self there, “ Do wisest and promptest; hold no councils 
of war!” Prince Henri, altogether on the aggressive as 5«t, is 
waiting what Reichs Army there may be ;—has already had, 
Mayer and Free Corps careering about in Franken Country 
once and again, tearing-up the incipiencies and preparations, 
with the usual emphasis ; and is himself intending to follow 
thither, in a still more impressive manner. Friedrich’s calcu¬ 
lation is. Prince Henri will have his hands free for a good 
few weeks yet. Which proved true enough, so far as that 
went. 

And now, supposing Olmtitz ours, and Vienna itself open 
to our insults, does not, by rapid suction, every armed Aus¬ 
trian flow thitherward ; Germany all drained of them : in which 
case, what is to hinder Prince Henri from stepping into B6h- 
men, by the Metal Moun’-ains; capturing Prag; getting into 
junction with us here, and tumbling Austria at a rate that 
will astonish her 1 Her, and her miscellaneous tagraggCry of 
Confederates, one and all. KSnigsberg, Stralsund, Bamberg; 
Russians, Swedes, Rcichsfolk,—here, in Mahren, will be the 
crown of the game for all these. Prosper in Mahren, all these 
are lamed; one right stroke at the heart, the limbs bfccome 
manageable quantities ! This was Friedrich's program ; and 
Jiad not imperfections of execution, beyond what was looked 
for, and also a good deal of plain ill-luck, intervened, this bold 
stroke for Mahren might have tumed-out far otherwise thah 
it did. ' c 

The march thither (started from Neisse April 37th) was 
beautiful; Friedrich with vanguard and first di^3sion; Keith 
with rearguard and second, always at a day’s distance; split 
into proper columns, for convenience of road and quarter in 
the hutigry countries; threading those silent mountain villages, 
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and tjp|ler streamlets of Oder and Morawa: Ziethea waving 
itttrtisive Croaterics far off; Foi|juet, thousands of wagons, 
iShoviug-on from Neisse, ‘ in four sections,’ with the due inter¬ 
vals, under the due escorts, the immensity of stores and siege- 
furniture, through Jagerndorf, through.Troppau, and onwards ;* 
r^punctual everybody; besiegers and siege-materials ready on 
their ground by the set day. Daun too had made speed to 
save his Magazine. Daun was at Leutomischl, May 5th,—a 
forty miles to west of the Morawa,—few days after Friedrich 
had arrived in those^ countries by the eastern or left bank, by 
Troppau, Gibau, Littau, Aschmeritz, Prossnitz; and a week 
bdbre Friedrich had finished his reconnoiterings, campings, 
apd taken position to his mind. Camps, four or more (shrank 
in the end to three), on both banks of the River ; a matter of 
abstruse study; so that it was May 12th before Friedrich first 
took view of Olmutz itself, and could fairly begin his Problem, 
—Daun, with his best Tolpatcheries, still unable to guess what 
it was. 


Of the Siege I propose to say little, though th§ accounts of 
it are ample, useful to the Artillerist and Engineer. If the 
reader can be made to conceive it as a blazing loud-sounding 
fact, on which, and on Fnediich in it, the eyes of all Europe 
Were fixed for some weeks, it may rest now in impressive in¬ 
distinctness to us. Keith is Cap^.iin of the Siege, whom all 
praise for his punctual firmness of progress ; Balbi, as before, 
is Engineer, against whom goes the criticism, Keith’s first of all, 
that he “opened his first parallel 800 yards too far off,”—which 
much increased the labour, and the expenditure of useless gun¬ 
powder, shot having no effect at such a distance. There were 
various cariticisms: some real, as this ; some imaginary, as 
that Friedrich grudged gunpowder, the fact being that he had 
it not, except after carriage from Ncissd) say a hundred and 
^ twenty miles off,—Troppau, his last Silesian Town, or safe 
<place (Ms for the moment), is eighty miles ;—and was obliged 
to yjaste no»e of it. 

Friedrich is not thought to shine in the sieging line as he 
does in the fighting; which has some truth in it, though not 
very thuch.* When Friedrich laid himself to engineering, I ob¬ 
serve, hCi did it well: see Neisse, Graudenz, Magdeburg. His 

3 Table of hU routes and stages in TctupeUiqf^ ii. 46, • * 
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Balbi went wrong with the p^allels, on this occasiohf manjr 
things went wrong: but^the tfuly grievous thing was his dis* 
tance from Silesia and the supplies. A hundred and tweni^ 
miles of hill-carriage, eighty of them disputable, for every shot 
of ammunition and for every loaf of bread; this was hatd to 
stand:—and perhaps no War-apparatus but a Prussian, with R 
Friedrich for sole chief-manager, could have stood it so loi^. 
Friedrich did stand it, in a wonderfully tolerable manner; and 
was continuing to stand it, and make fair progress} and it hi 
not doubted he would have got Olmiitz, h|d not there another 
fact come on him, which proved to be of unmanageable nature* 
The actual loss, namely, of one Convoy, after so many had come 
safe, and when, as appears, there was now only one wanted 
and no more 1 —Let us attend to this a little. 

Had Daun, at Olmutz, been as a Duke of Cumberland re* 
lievingTournay, rushing into fight at Fontenoy, like a Hattover 
White-Horse, neck clothed with thunder, and head destitute of 
knowledge,—how lucky had it been for Friedrich! But Daun 
knows his trade better. Daun, though superior in strength, 
sits on his Ijiagazine, clear not to fight. By no art of manoeu¬ 
vring, had Friedrich much tried it, or hoped it, this time, could 
Daun have been brought to give battle. As Fabius Cunctator 
he is here in his right place; taking impregnable positions, no 
man with better skill m that branch of business ; pushing OUt 
parties on the Troppau roi|d; and patiently waiting till thia 
dangerous Enemy, with such endless shifts in him, come iu 
sight perhaps of his last cartridge, or perhaps make sotne 
stumble on the way towards that consummation. Daun is 
aware of Friedrich’s surprising qualities. Bos against LeO, 
Daun feels these procedures to be altogether feline 
nine) ; such stealthy glidings about, deceptive motions, appear¬ 
ances ; then such a rapidity of spring upon you, and with such 
a set of claws,—destructive to bovine or rhinoceros nature; in 
regard to all which, Bos, if he will prosper, surely cannot be 
too cautious. It was remarked of Daun, that he was scruptK 
lously careful; never, in the most impregnable situations, ne¬ 
glecting the least precaution, but punctiliously forti^ing mm- 
self to the last item, even to a ridiculous extent, say Retzow 
and the critics. It was the one resource of Daun; truly aseUd 
stubborn patience is in the man; stubborn courage top, ofbe- 
.ne-rhicocerbs type;—stupid, if you will, but doing at all times 
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hone$tJ7 fais best and his wisest without flurry; which charac> 
'fer is often of surprising value if War; capable of much mis- 
Ohief, now and then, to quicker people* Rhinoceros Daun did 
*pldy his Leo a bad prank more than once f and this of barring 
him out from Olmiitz was one of them, perhaps the worst after 

Dann's management of this Olmiitz business is by no means 
reckoned brilliant, even in the Fabius line; but, on the con¬ 
trary, inert, dim-minded, inconclusive; and in reality, till almost 
the very last, he had been of little help to the besieged. For 
near three weeks (till May 23d) Daun sat at Leutomischl, im¬ 
movable on his bread-basket there, forty or more miles from 
Olraiitz ; and did not sec that a siege was meant. M.T.y 27th- 
38th, Balbi opened his first parallel, in that mistaken way; four 
days before which, Daun docs move inwards a march or so, 
to ZwUtau, to Gewitsch (still thirty miles to west of Olmiitz); 
still thinking of Bohemia, not of any siege; still hanging by 
the mountains and the bread-basket. And there, about Ge¬ 
witsch, siege or no siege, Daun sits down again ; pretty much 
imipovable, through the five weeks of bombardment; and,— 
exoept that Loudon and the Light Horse are very diligent to 
do a mischief, ‘attempting our convoys, more than once, to no 

* purpose, and alarming some of our outposts almost every night, 

* but every night beaten-off,'—docs, in a manner, nothing; sits 
quiet, behind his impenetrable veil of Pandours, and lets the 
bombardment take its couise. If ad not express order come 
from Vienna on him, it is thought Daun would have sat till 
Olmiitz was taken; and would then have gone back to Leu¬ 
tomischl and impregnable posts in the Hills. On express order, 
he—'But gather, first, these poor sparks in elucidation: 

‘The “destructive sallies” and the like, at Oltnutz, were princip- 
‘ ally an affair of the gazetteers and the imagination: but it is certain, 

‘ Olmiitz this time was excellently well defended; the Commandant, 
‘ a vigorous skilful man, prompt to seize advantages; and Garrison 
► ‘and Townsfolk zealously helping: so that Fiiednch’s piogress was 
' unusually slow. Friedrich’s feelings, all this while, and Balbi’s (who 
‘ sjpent his first i,szo shots entirely in vain,” beginning so far off), 

* may be judged of,—^the sound of him to Balbi sometimes stern enough! 
‘ As When (June 9th) he personally visits Balbi’s parallels (top of the 
‘ Tsffelberg ^nder); and inquires, “When do you calculate to get 
‘done, then?” West^ide of OlmiiU and of the River {east side lies 
' auwtiy under water), there is the bombarding; seventy-one heav^ 
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*guns; Keith, in his expertest manner, doing all the captaincies? 

* Keith has about 8,000 of foot fuj^i horse, busy and vigilant, with their 

* faces to the east. In a riAg of foui' camp*^, or principally three (Pr 09 »*» 

^ nitz, Littau, ^nd Neystadt,'* which is across the River), all looking 
‘ westward or north-westwar<l, some ten or twenty miles from Keith, 

* Friedrich (headquarters <iftenest Prossnitz, the chief camp) standli 

* facing Daun; who lies concentric to bin), at the distance of atj'tAhflftr 
‘ ten or twenty miles, in good part still thirty or forty miles from Ol- 

* mutz, veiled mostly under a cloud of Pandours. 

‘ Of Friedrich’s impatiences we hear little, though they must have 

* been great. Prince Henri is ready for Prag; many things are ready, 

' were Olmutz but done ! May 2ad, Piince Hettri had followed May^ 

‘ in person, with a stiongcr corps, to rool-out the Reichsfolk,~and is 

* now in Bamberg City and Country. And is even in Baireuth itself, 

* where was lately the Camp of the new Reichs General, Serene High- 

* ness of Zweibruck, and his nascent Reichs Army; who ate off bodily 
‘ to Bohemia, “to Eger and the Circle of Saatz,” a week before^* 

* Fancy that visit of Ilenri's to a poor Wilhelmina ; the last sight she 
‘ ever had of a Brother, or of the old I’russian uniforms, clearing her 
‘ of Zweibrucks and sorrowful guests ! Our poor Wilhelmina, alas she 
‘ is sunk in sickness this year more than ever; journeying towards 
‘ death, in fact; and is probably the most pungent, sacredly tragic, of 
^ Friedrich’s sorrows, now and oinvaids. June 12th, Friedrich’s pout- 
‘ ing Brother, the Prince of Prussia, died; this also lie bad to hear in 

* Camp at OlmuU, “What did he die of?” said Friedrich to the 
‘Messenger, a Major Something. “Of chagtin,” said the Major, 

* *^Ans GramJ*^ Friedrich made no ans\ver.- 

‘ On the last night of May, by beautiful management, military and. 

* other, Duke Ferdinand is nciqss the Rhine; again chasing the French 
‘ before him; who, as they are far more numerous, cannot surely but 
‘ make some stand : so that a Battle there may be expected soon,—-let 
‘ us hope, a Victory; as indeed it beautifully proved to be, three weeks 
‘ after.* On the other hand, Fermor and his Russians are astir; con- 

* linually w^ending towards Brandenburg, in their voluminous manner, 

‘ since June i6th, though at a slow rate. How desirable the Siege of 

* Olmutz were done !’ 

On express from Vienna, Daun did bestir himself; cautiously 
got on foot again; detached, across the River, an expert Hussar 
General (“Be busy all ye Loudens, St. Ignons, ZishowitzCs,^ * 
doubly now !*'),—expert Hussar General, one item of whos^ 
force is i, 100 chosen grenadiers;—and himself cautiously iSept 
southward and eastward, nearer the Siege Lines. The Hussar 
General's meaning seemed to be some mischief oa our Camp 

< Helden-Geichicktr^ v. 206-209. Wilhelmina's prettyXetter to FrifdriCh (* BM- 
reuth, loth May'); Friedrich’s Answer (*Olmutz, June 1758'); in CEuPrws dt 
\»dric, xxvu^ I. 313*315. * Battle of Crefcld, 23d June. 
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of N'cultadt and the outposts there: but in reality it was to 
throw his 1,100 into Olmiitz fuseful^to the Commandant); 
which,-—by ingenious manoeuvring, and guidance from the 
peasants ' through bushy woods and bypaths’ on that east side 
of the Jliver,—the expert Hussar Geaeral, though Ziethen was 
wmt over to handle him, did perfectly manage, and would not 
quit for Ziethen till he saw it finished. Which done, Daun 
keeps stepping still farther southward, nearer the Siege Lines J 
and, at Prossnitz, morning of June 22d, Friedrich, with his own 
Oyei, sees Daun takjng post on the opposite heights ; says to 
somebody near him, "Voild, les Autrichie 7 is, ils apprenneiii d 
“ marcher, There are the Austrians; they are learning to 
•Vmarch, though!”—getting on their feet, like infants in a cer¬ 
tain Stage (' marcher^ having that meaning too, though I know 
not that the King intended it);—they have learned a great 
many things, since your Majesty first met them. Friedrich 
took Daun to be, now at last, meaning Battle for Olmutz, and 
made some slight arrangements accordingly ; but that is not 
Daun’s intention at all; as Friedrich will find to his cost, in 
few days. That very day, Daun has vanished again, still in 
the southerly direction, again under veil of Pandours. 

Meanwhile, in spite of all things, the Siege makes progress; 
‘June 22d, Balbi’s sap had got to their glacis, and was pushing 
forward there,’—^June 22d, day when Daun made momentary 
appearance, and the reinforccment^stole in:—within a fortnight 
more, Balbi promises the thing shall be done. But supplies 
are indispensable: one other convoy from Troppau, and let it 
be a big one, ‘ between 3 and 4,000 wagons,’ meal, money, iron, 
powder; Friedrich hopes this one, if he can get it home, will 
suffice. Colonel Mosel is to bring this Convoy; a resolute ex¬ 
pert Officer, with perhaps 7,000 foot and horse: surely suffi¬ 
cient escort: but, as Daun is astir, and his Loudons, Ziskowitzes 
and light people are gliding about, Friedrich orders Ziethen to 
meet this important Convoy, with some thousands of new force, 
• and take charge of bringing it in. Mosel was to leave Troppau 
Jung a6tfa; Ziethen pushes-out to meet him from the Olmutz 
end, on the second day after; and, one hopes, all is now safe 
on that head. 

The dr^fving of 3,000 four-horse wagons, under escort, 
ninety miles of road, is such an enterprise as cannot readily 
be conceived by sedentary pacific reacl<;rs;—much more th8 
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attack of such ! Military science, constraining chaos iflto tho 
cosmic state, has nowhere suet a problem. There are tw^dvC 
thousand horses, for on 5 thing, to be shod, geared, kept road** 
worthy and regular ;»say six thousand country wagoners, thic)|ff 
soled peasants: then, hatting to the skirts of these, in prisceit 
laneous crazy vehicles and weak teams, equine and asinine:, 
one or two thousand sutler people, male And female, not pf se¬ 
lect quality, though on them, too, we keep a sharp eye^ Thp 
series covers many miles, as many as twenty English mUea 
(says Tempelhof), unless in favourable points you compreis 
them into five, going four wagons abreast* for defence’s sake. 
Defence, or escort, goes in three bulks or brigades ; vanguard, 
middle, rearguard, with sparse pickets intervening ;—* wider 
than five miles, you cannot get the parts to support one ani* 
other. An enemy breaking-in upon you, at some difficult point 
of road, woody hollow or the like, and opening cannon, naqs* 
ketry and hussar exercise on such an object, must make a con¬ 
fused transaction of it! Some commanders, for the road has 
hitherto been mainly pacific, divide their train into parts, say 
four parts ; moving with their partial escorts, with an interval 
of one day between each two; this has its obvious advantages, 
but depends, of course, on the road being little infested, so that 
your partial escort will suffice to repel attacks. Toiling for¬ 
ward, at their diligent slow rate, I find these trains fromTrop- 
pau take about six days (from Neisse to Olmiitz they take 
eleven, but the first five are fitaceable*");—can’t be hurried be¬ 
yond that pace, if you would save your laggards, your irregu¬ 
lars, and prevent what we may call raggery in your rearward 
parts ; the skirts of your procession get torn by the bushes if 
you go faster. This time Colonel Mosel will have to mend his 
pace, however, and to go in the lump withal; the case being • 
critical, as Mosel knows, and more than he yet knows. 

Daun, who has friends everywhere, and no lack of spies in 
this country, generally hears of the convoys. He has heard« 
in particular, of this importanr one, in good time- Hitherto, ' 
Daun had not attempted much upon convoys* qpr anything 
with success: King’s posted corps and other psrecaqtions *are 
of such a kind, not even Loudon, when he tried his be$ti could 
do any good; -and common wandering hussar patsies are as 
likely to set a mischief as to do one, on such service. Cautions 

^ Tempelhof, \l. 48. 
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Daun mid been busy enough keeping his own Camp safe, and 
Paging a word of news or encofragei^ent, at the most a trifle 
jof reinlottcement, into Olmiitz when possible. But now it be- 
iestties evident there must be one of two things: this convoy 
seie^i nr dse a battle nsked;—and that in defect of both these, 
the inevitable third thing is, Olmutz will straightway go. 

Iiilaior-General Loudon, the best partisan soldier extant, and 
ripening for better things, has usually a force of perhaps 10,000 
under hhn« four regiments of them regular grenadiers; and has 
been active on the convoys, though hitherto unsuccessful. 
Let an active Loudon, with increased force, try this, their 
vitally important convoy, from the west side of the River; an 
active Ziskowitz cooperating on the east side, where the road 
itself is } and do their uttermost! That is Daun’s plan,—now 
in course of execution. Daun, instead of meaning battle, that 
day when Friedrich saw him, was cautiously stealing past, in¬ 
tending to cross the River farther down ; and himself support 
the operation. Daun has crossed accordingly, and has doubled- 
Up northward again to the fit point; Ziskowitz is in the fit 
point, in the due force, on this east side too. Loudon, on the 
west side, goes by Muglitz, Hof ;* making a long deep bend 
far to westward and hillward of all the Prussian posted corps 
and precautions, and altogether hidden from them; Loudon 
aims to be in Troppau neighbourhood, ‘ Guntersdorf, near 
Bautsch,’ by the proper day, and pay Mosel an unexpected 
visit in the passage there. 

Colonel Mosel, marshalling his endless Trains with every 
excellent precaution, and the cleverest dispositions (say the 
Books), against the known and the unknown, had got upon the 
road, and creaked forward, many-wheeled, out of Troppau, 
Monday 36th June.^ The roads, worn by the much travelling 
and wpt weather, were utterly bad; the pace was perhaps 
qviqJlW than usual; the much-jolting Train got greatly into a 
jumble Mosel, to bring-up the laggards, made the morrow *a 
sest-day: did get about two-thirds of his laggards marshalled 
agai^; ordered the others to return, as impossible. They say, 
bad It nut been for this rest-day, which seemed of no conse¬ 
quence, Loudon would not have been at Guntersdorf in time, 
nor have attempted as he did at Giintersdorf and afterwards. 
At break of day (Wednesday 28 th), Mosel is again on the road; 

• See Plan, p. 56 a, 1 Tenipelhof, ii. 89.94. • * 
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heavily jumbling forward fronuhis quarters in Bautsch; Few 
Stiiles on, towards Giiqfersdcff, he discovers Loudon piffled; 
ahead in the defiles. What a sight for Mosel, in his 
of Wagoner up with ^he dawn! But Mosel managed 
and Loudon this time; halted his train, dashed thf 

woody heights and difficult grounds; Stormed Loudoh^hannoit; 
from him, smote Loudon in a valiant tempestuous mamier; and 
sent him travelling again, for the present. .cS 

Loudon, I conjecture, would have struggled farther, had 
he known that there would be a better chance again tldt 
many miles ahead. Loudon has studied this Convoy ; knowa 
of Ziethen coming to it with so many; of Ziskowitz conwng 
him, Loudon, with so many; that Ziethen cannot send for, 
(roads being all beset by our industry yesterday), that Zisho* 
witz can, should it be needful;—and that at Domstadtl there 
is a defile, or confused woody hollow, of unequalled quality I 
Mosel jumbles on all day with his Train, none molesting," 
night gets to his appointed quarters. Village of Neuddrfl ;* and 
there finds Ziethen: a glad meeting, we may fancy, but .an 
anxious one, with Domstiidtl ahead on the morrow. Loudon 
concerts with Ziskowitz this day ; calls-in all reinforeeme^ 
possible, and takes his measures. Thursday morning, Ziethen 
finds the Train in such a state, hardly half of it come up, he 
has to spend the whole day, Mosel and he, in rearranging it: 
Friday morning, June 3otb^they get under way again j—r-Fri- 
day, the catastrophe is waiting them. 

The Pass of Domstadtl, lapped in the dim Moravian digi 
tance, is not known to me or to my readers; nor indeed couki 
the human pen or intellect, aided by ocular inspection, or whal^ 
ever helps, give the least image of what now took place there, 
rendering Domstadtl a memorable locality ever since. Under¬ 
stand that Ziethen and Mosel, with their waste slow d^Uge bf 
•vjagons, come jumbling in, with anxiety, with precau!tioss,-rr 
precautions doubled, now that the woody intricacies abdut 
stadtl rise in sight. “ Pooh, it is as we thought: there fb Ads* 
trian cannon-salvoes, horse-charges, volleying mdsketriej, as 
our first wagons enter the Pass ;—-and there will be a job !” 
Indecipherable to mankind far off, or even near> Of which eiily 
this feature and that can be laid hold of, as discernible, by the 




* 8 The* 4 or ei, is a diminuilre in these Names; (Nfud&rjfl) 

'Cuhedral-Town/g//and the like, - ^ • 
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most industrious man. Escort, ia three main bodies, vanguard, 
ftiiddle, rearguard, marches on wch side ; infantry on the left, 
ravalry on the right, as the ground is lei^eller there. Length 
of the Train in statute miles, as it jumbles along at this point, 
Is not given ; but we know it was many miles ; that horses 
and t^agoners were in panic hardly restrain able; and we dimly 
descry, here especially, human drill-sergeantcy doing the im¬ 
possible to keep chaos plugged down. The poor wagoner, can- 
Jion playing ahead, whirls homeward with his vehicle, if your 
eye quit him,—stillj^etter, and handier, cuts his traces, mounts 
in a good moment, and is off at heavy-footed gallop, leaving 
his wagon. Seldom had human drill-sergeantcy such a pro¬ 
blem. 

The Prussian Vanguard, one Krockow its commander, re¬ 
pulsed that first Austrian attack ; swept the Pass clear for some 
minutes ; got their section of the carriages, or some part of it, 
250 in all, hurried through; then halted on the safe side, to 
wait what Ziethen would do with the remainder. Ziethen does ' 
his best and bravest, as everybody does; keeps his wagon- 
chaos plugged down ; ranks it in square mass, as a wagon- 
fortress ( Wagenburg) ; ranks himself and everybody, his can¬ 
non* his platoon musketry, to the best advantage round it; 
furiously shoots-out in all manner of ways, against the furious 
Loudon on this flank, and the furious Ziskowitz on that; takes 
hills, loses them; repels and is^repelled (wagon-chaos ever 
harder to keep plugged); finally perceives himself to be beaten; 
that^he wagon-chaos has got 7^?/plugged (fancy it!)—and that 
he, Ziethen, must retreat; back foremost if possible. He did 
retreat, fighting all the way to Troppau ; and the Convoy is a 
ruin and a prey. 

Krockow, with the 250, has got under way again ; hearing 
the powder-wagons start into the air (fired by the enemy), and 
hearing the cannon and musketry take a northerly course, and 
die away in that ominous direction. These 250 were all tlie 
Carriages that came in:—happily, by Ziethen*s prudence, the 
mopey, a latge sum, had been lodged in the vanmost of these. 
The rest of the Convoy, ball, powder, bread, was of little value 
to Loudon^ but beyond value to Friedrich at this moment; and 
it has gone to annihilation and the belly of Chaos and the 
Croats. Among the tragic wrecks of this Convoy there is one 
that still goes to our heart. A longish, almost straight row Sf 
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young Prussian recruits stretahed among the sidib}, art 
these ? These were 709 rccrifcts coming-up from their canton# 
to the Wars ; hardily yet six months in training: see they 
have fought to the death, poor lads, and have hoaour&hiy, <t*i 
the sudden, got manumitted from the toils of life. hilh“ 

dred of them stood to arms, this morning; some sbtt)Hfiv<e OfiKl 
get back to Troppau ; that is the invoice account. They tte 
there, with their blond young cheeks and light hair { 
in death ;-7-could not have done better, though the sacred poet 
has said nothing of them hitherto,—nor need, till tittiCS fniMad 
with us and him. Adieu, my noble young Brothers ; so bravt^ 
so modest, no Spartan nor no Roman more; may the sUeAlie 
be blessed to you 1 

Contrary to some current notions, it is comfortably evident 
that there was a considerable fire of loyalty in the Prussians 
towards their King, during this War ; loyalty kept well under 
cover, not wasting itself in harangues or noisy froth; but 
coming out, among all ranks of men, in practical attempts to 
be of help in this high struggle, which was their own as well 
as his. The Stands, landed Gentry, of Pommera and other 
places, we heard of their poor little Navy of twelve gunboats, 
which were all taken by the Swedes. Militia Regiments too, 
which did good service at Colberg, as may transiently appear 
by and by:— in the gentry or upper classes, a respectable seal 
for their King. Then, ampng the peasantry or lower class-— 
Here are Seven Hundred who stood well where he planted 
them. And their Mothers—Be Spartan also, ye Mothem 1 In 
peaceable times, Tempelhof tells us the Prussian Mother is 
usually proud of having her sop in this King’s service : a 
country wife will say to you : “ I have three of them, all in the 
regiment," Billcibeck, It,:enplitz, or \vhatever be the Canton 
regiment; “ the eldest is ten inches” (stands five feet. tcn)» “the 
second i.> eleven, the third eight, for indeed he is yet young.” 

Daun, on the day of this Domstadtl business, and by way* 
of masking it, feeling how vital it was, made various ext^sive 
movements, across the River by several Bridges; then hither, 
thither, on the farther side of Olmiitz, mazing Up and 4 ourn ; 
Friedrich observing him, till he should ripen to something 
definite, followed his bombarding the while; perhaps having 
•hop es wager of battle ensuing. Of the disaster at Donat* 
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'^adtlrrif^rich could know noting, Loudon having closed the 
loads* paun by no means rf)ens battle : news of the 
^sa9ter reatched Friedrich next day (Saturday July 1st),— 
’who * immediately assembled his 4aener^s, and spoke a few 
Ibspiring words to them/ such as we may fancy. Friedrich 
perctdves that Olmiitz is over; that his Third Campaign, third 
lun^ Upon the Enemy*s heart, has prospered worse, thus far, 
tilan either of the others ; that he must straightway end this 
qf without any success whatever, and try the remain¬ 

ing methods and resources. No word of complaint, they say, 
is heard from Friedrich in such cases; face always hopeful, 
tone cheery. A man in Friedrich’s position needs a good deal 
of Stoicism, Greek or other. 

That Saturday night the Prussian bombardment is quite 
uncommonly furious, long continuing ; no night yet like it:— 
the Prussians are shooting-off their superfluous ammunition 
this night; do not quite end till Sunday is in. On Sunday 
itself, packings, preparations all completed ; and ' Keith, with 
above 4,000 wagons, safe on the road since 2 a.m.' —the 
Prussians softly vanish in long smooth streams, with music 
playing, unmolested by Daun; and leaving nothing, it is 
boasted, but five or three mortars, which kept playing to the 
lAst| and one cannon, to which something had happened. 


Of the retreat there could be much said, instructive to 
military men who were studious^ extremely fine retreat, say 
all judges ;—of which my readers crave only the outlines, the 
results, Daun, it was thought, should have ruined Friedrich 
in this retreat; but he did nothing of harm to him. In fact, 
for a week he could not comprehend the phenomenon at all, 
and did not stir from his place,—which was on the other, or 
wrong, side of the River. Daun had never doubted but the 
retreat would be to Silesia ; and he had made his detach¬ 
ments, and laid himself out for doing something upon it,•in 
t that direction ; but, lo, what roads are these, what motions 
*whither^vard ? In about a week it becomes manifest that the 
retreat, whi^b goes on various roads, sometimes three at once, 
has converged on Leutoniischl; straight for Bohemia instead 
of Silesia 4 ^nd that Daun is fallen seven days behind it; in¬ 
capable now to do anything. Not even the Magazine .it 
Leutomischl could be got away, nor cculd even the whole ^f 
It be burnt. 
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Keith and the baggage once safe in Leutomisclu (Jdiy 
£th), all goes in deliberate l<^g column ; Friedrich ahe^ td 
open the passages. Jul^r 14th, after five more marches, Fried¬ 
rich bursts-up Kdnfgsgriitz; scattering any opposition there'' 
is ; and sits-down there^ in a position considered, he knoMf^s 
well how inexpugnable; to live on the Country, and survey 
events. The 4,000 baggage-wagons came in about entire, 
Fouquet had the first division of them, and a secondary charge 
of the whole; an extremely strict, almost pedantic man, and 
of very fiery temper : “ Hd, d'oii veiiez-vous f" asked he sharply, 
of Retzow senior, who had broken through his order, one day, 
to avert great mischief : "How come you here, Mon Gindraif' 

“ By the Highway, your Excellency!” answered Retzow in a 
grave stiff tone.'* 

Keith himself takes the rear-guard, the most ticklish post 
of all, and manages it well, and with success, as his wont is. 
Under sickness at the time, but with his usual vigilance, pru¬ 
dence, energy; qualities apt to be successful in War. Some 
brushes of Croat fighting he had from Loudon; but they did 
not amount to anything. It was at Holitz, within a march of 
Kbnigsgratz, that Loudon made his chief attempt; a vehement, 
well-intended thing; which looked well at one time. But 
Keith heard the cannonading ahead; hurried-up with new 
cavalry, new sagacity and fire of energy; dashed-out horse- 
charges, seized hill-tops, of a vital nature ; and quickly ended 
the affair. A man fiery etiough, and prompt with his stroke 
when wanted, though commonly so quiet. "Tell Monsieur,” 
—some General who seemed too stupid or too languid on this 
occasion,—"Tell Monsieur from me,” said Keith to his Aide-de- 
Camp, "he may be a very pretty thing, but he is not a man (qit’tl 
pent Hre tine bonne chose, mats qu'il n'est pas un homme) 

The excellent vernacular Keith ;—still a fine breadth of accent 
in him, one perceives I He is now past sixty ; troubled with 
dSthma; and I doubt not may be, occasionally, thinking it 
near time to end his campaigns. And in fact, he is about 
ing them ; sooner than he or anybody had expecjfedi^ 

Daun, picking his steps and positions, latterly with three¬ 
fold precaution, got into Kbnigsgratz neighbourhood, a week 
after Friedrich; and looked-down with enigmatic wonder upon 

^ * ‘Aeuow, L 302. w Varnhagen, Lehfn dgs Jahoh tim KHih^ p. *«7. 
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1 r^ 0 xi^Sli$ new settlement there. Forage abundant all round, 
atM thecom^harv^t growing whit*;—^here, strange to say, has 
*0£ planted in the r>rsid *of thfffse innumerable Daun 
Xt^hts, and ♦woods of abatisand might laakea very pretty 
^'Pohemian Campaign** of it, after all, were Daun the only ad* 
* versary he had I Judges are of opinion, *that Daun, with all his 
superiority of number, could not have disrooted Friedrich this 
seasom^^ Daun did try him by the Pandour methods, *1,000 
Croats stealing-in upon Kbnigsgratz at one in the morning,’ 
and the like; but these availed nothing. By the one effectual 
method, that of beating him in battle, Daun never would have 
tried. What did disroot Friedrich, then?—Take the following 
dates, and small hints of phenomena in other parts of the big 
Theatre of War. ‘Konitz’ is a little Polish Town, midway 
between Dantzig and Friedrich's Dominions : 


^JSTamtx, i 6 tA yune 1758. This day Feldmarschall Feimor arrives 

♦ in his principal Camp here. For many weeks past he has been dnb- 

♦ bling across theWeichsel hitherwaid, into various small Camps, with 

♦ Cossack Parties flying about, under check of General Platen. But 

♦ now, being all across, and reunited, Fermor shoots-out Cossack Parties 

♦ of quite other weight and atrocity; and is ready to begin business,— 

♦ stiU a little uncertain how. IIis Cossacks, under their Demikows, 

♦ Romanzows, capable of no good fighting, but of endless incendiary 

♦ misdiief in the neighbourhood;—shoot far ahead into Prussian terri- 

♦ tory: Platen, Hordt with his Free-Coips, aic beautifully sharp upon 
*tbem; bat many beatings avail little. “They bum the town of 

♦ Driesen’* (Hordt having been hard ugon them there); “town of 

♦ jflatzebuhr, and nineteen villages around;”—bum poor old women 

♦ and men,, one poor old clergyman especially, wind him well in straw- 

♦ roping, th« 3 t set fire, and leave him;—and are worse than fiends or 

♦ hyaeanas. Not to be checked by Platen’s best diligence; not, in the 
' end, by Platen and Dohna together. Dohna (18th June) has risen 

♦ frpm Stralsund in check of them,—leaving the unfortunate Swedes 

♦ to come out* (shrunk to about 7,000, so unsalutary their stockfish 
diet there),-—* these hyaena Cossacks being the far more pressing thing. 

♦ Dohna is diligent, gives them many slaps and checks; Dohna cannot 

♦ cut the taproot of them in two; that is to say, fight Fermor and beat 
♦dbfhn: other effectual check there can be none.“ 

^ Tsthopau (in Saxony), ‘txst yime. Prince Henry has quitted Bam- 

♦ berg Count^; ind is home again, carefully posted, at Tschopau and 

♦ up and down, on the southern side of Saxony; with his eye well on 

h Tempelhof, ii. 170-176, 185who, unluckily, in soldier fashion, here as toe 
often eW\^ert, dSes not give us the Arithmetical Numbers of each, hut counts b) 
'BattalWs* and ' Squadrons,' which, except in tune ot Peace, are a tot4»Ily urcertau 
quantity vaguely, 75,000 against 30,000. 

^ /felaohGfscktcAie, v. 149 et seq., 1 empelhof, ii, 135 &c. 
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* the Passes of the Metal Mountains,-—where tiow, iti thili^ 

‘ at Olmutz have taken, his dr ar fate is to be inria 4 ed, ^ to hirvf! 4 << 

‘ The Rcichs Army, fa^’rly afdfct in the, Circle of Sa^ opwafia 

* 35,000; add 15,000 Austrians of a solid quality, there is e 

* Aimy of 50,000 ih all, this Yean And will certainly invade Siocotiy, 

< —though it is in no luyy; does not stir till August com^, and will 
^ find Pnnce Henri elaborately on his guard, and little to be of 

* him, though he is as one to two- 

* Crcfeld (Rhine Country), z^d Jum, Duke Ferdiaaaid, akilfal 
‘ shoving and advancing, some forty or fifty miles, on his noW 0r Exeiftch 
‘ side of the Rhme, finds the Frendi diawn-up at Crefeld (June 3fc3d); 

* 47,000 of them lersui 33,000: in altogether intricate ground; Ctu^* 
^ditches, osier-thickets, farm-villages, peat-bogs. Ground dc^e^ihle 
^ against the world, had the 47,000 had a Captain; but reaaoimbl3f safe 
*• to attack, with nothing but a Clermont acting that character, Fetdl- 

* nand, I can peiceive, knew his Cleimont; and took liberties With 
‘ him. Divided himself into three attacks: one in front, one on Cte- 
‘ mont’s light llaak, both of which cannonaded, as if in earnest, but 

* did not proveut Clermont going to dinner. One attack on, front, CRU 

* on right (link; then theie was a thud, seemingly on left fiauk, but 
‘which winded itself round (perilously imprudent, had there been a 
‘ Captain, insUnd oi a ( lennont deepish in wine by this time), and 
‘ biu^t-mu]>on Clennont's itai; ]inglmg his wioe-gias&csand decanter^, 
‘think at uhat a ntc ,—sl lUtrmg his 47,000 and him to the road 
‘ again, with a lo^s of men, which was counted to 4,000 (4,000 agfldtist 

* 1,700), «aiul of lionoui—whatevei vvas still to lose T*® 

heidnniul, il was hoped, would now be able to maintain himself, 
and ]iush forwaid, on tins luench side ot the Rhine: and had Wcscl 
been his (as some ot us know it is not!), pcihaps he might At any 
rate, veteran llcllcislc took llis mcasuies:—dismissal of Clermont Prince 
of the Rlood, and appointment ol Contadcs, a man of some skill; re¬ 
call of Soiibise .md his 24,000 fiom their Austrian inteutioitsi these 
and otliei stieuuous measures,—.mcl pi evented sucli consummation. A 
galhnt young Comte de Chsors, only son of Bellcisle, perished in th^it 
disgiaeefiil Ciefeld:—unfortunate old man, what a business that bf 
“ cutlmg Geimany m foin” has Ixen you, fast and last I 

‘ 1 (Noith Aineiica), July %th. Landing of General Am- 

‘ hersPs people nt Louisl>iirg in Cape Breton; with a view ofbesi^ing 

* that important place. Winch lias now become extreme|v difBcait; 
‘ the gauison, and tluu dcfiiues, military, naval, being in full fCadi- 
‘ ness foi siieh an event. I.andmgwws done by Brigadier Wolfe; mider 
‘ the eye of Amhei-^l and Adnnral Boscawtn from roarwrd, and under 

* abundant file ol iiiJtcucs and nuisketiics playing on it rdiead: ia one 

* of the sinhest sea'- (but \\f have waited lour days, and it Itatdly 

* mends), tossing us about like corks;—so that “many the boats 

* weie broken;” and WoUc and people “ had to leap out, breast-deep,’’ 

MauViUoii, i ), Weaphalon, i. 536-604, Trrapttlhof; &e» 
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Aug* trsS, 

* $ 0 A mmUt fight tot themselves, the faster the better, under very in- 

cixtumstances I Which was|/ictoriously done, by Wolfe and 
'J 5 i$ really in a rather handslme manner, that morning. As 

* Were all the subsecjuent Slcge-operations, on land asid on water, by 

anti the others:—till (Auguhl 8th) the ended: in com- 

^^plete stirrfiinder,—positively tor the last ti|^e (Pitt fully intends); no 

* AtiStrian Netherlands now to put one on revoking it !** 

* These are pretty victories, cheering to Pitt and Friedrich: but the 

* difficult point still is that of Fermor. Whose Cossacks, and their 
♦devildike ravagings, are hideous to think of: — uniestrainable by 

* Dohna, unless he could cut the root of them; which he cannot, yttrie 

* iylA* {while Colonel M^sel, -with his 3,000 wagons, still only one stage 
from Troppktt, was so busy), ‘slow Fermor rose from Konitz; began 

* liitching southward, southward gradually to Posen,—a considerably 

* stronger Polish Town; on the edge both of Brandenburg and of Si- 

* lesia;— and has been sitting ll)ere, almost ever since our entrance into 

* Bohemia} his Cossacks burning a\id wasting to great distances in both 
‘ Countries; no deciding which of them he meant to invade with his 

* main Army. Sits thcie almost a month, enigmatic to Dohna, eiiig 

* matic to Friedrich: till Friedrich decides at last that lie cmnol be 
‘suffered longer, whichever of them he mciu; and rises for Silesii 
‘ (August ad). Precisely about which clay Fennoi had detided for 

* Brandenburg, and rolled over thither, tow aids Custiiu and the Frauk- 

* furt-on*Oder Country, heraUlcd l>y tire find nmrdei, as usual.' 

Friedrich's march to Lanclshut is, again, much admired. 
Datm had beset the three great roarls, the two likeliest espe¬ 
cially, with abundant Pandours, and his best Loudons and St. 
Ignons : Friedrich, making himself enigmatic to Daun, struck 
into the third road by Skalitz, NacHod ; circuitous, steep, but 
lying Glatz-ward, handy for support of various kinds. He was 
attempted, once or more, by Pandours, but used them badly; 
felWn with Damn’s old abatis (well wind-dried now), in different 
places, and burnt them in passing. And in five days was in 
Kloster-Griissau, safe on his own side of the Mountains again. 
One point only wc will note, in these Pandour turmoilings. 
From Skalitz, the first stage of his march, he answers a Letter 
of Brother Henri's ; • 

^ ^ 7 h Frtffce Ilcnri (at Tschopau iu Saxony). *•' What you write to 
me of my Sister of Baireuth"' (that she ha^ been in extremity, cannot 
yet wrtte, ana must not be told of the Prince of Prussia’s death lest it 
kill her) “makes me tremble! Next to our Mother, she is what I 
have the mgst tenderly loved m this world. She is a Sister who 
has my heart and all my confidence; and who'.e character is of price 

n General Arnhem's Diary of the Ste^e (in GeHtUmnn'e Afajiosiue, l.xviii, 3S4- 

W • 
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6th 

** beyond all the crowns in this universe. From my tendet^Sft t 
** was brought-up with her: jftu can conceive bow ther^ teigtis 
tween us that indissokible hSnd of mutual affection and sLttachmbnt 
for life, which in all other cases, were it only from disparity of ages, 
** is impossible, would to Heaven I might die before herjf-*'*^d tjiht 
this terror itself don’t take away my life without tny actually losing; 
** her* * 

At Grussau (August 9th) he writes to his dear Wilhelmina herself5 
O you, the dearest of my family, you whom I have most at heart of' 
“ all in this world,—for the sake of \,hatever is most precious to yow, 

** preserve yourself, and let me have at least the consolutibn of shed* 
“ ding my tears ni your bosom ! Fear nothing for aw, and’^^O 
she is dying, and I believe knows it, though you will hope to tha last! 
There is something piercingly tragical in those final Letters ofFriiedrich 
to his Wilhelmina, written from such scones of wreck and 8torm> and 
in Wilhelmina’s beautiful ever-loving quiet Answers, dictated when'she 
could no longer write. 

Friedrich had last left Griissau April i8th; he has rC'* 
turned to it August 8th ; after sixteen weeks of a very event* 
ful absence. In Grussau he stayed two whole days-busy 
enough he, probably, though his people were resting 1 Au¬ 
gust loth, he dra\vs-up, for Prince Henri, ''under seal of the 
most absolute secrecy,” and with admirable business-like strict¬ 
ness, brevity and clearness, forgetting nothing useful, remem¬ 
bering nothing useless, «a Paper of Directions in case of a 
certain event: " I march tomorrow against the Russians: as 
" the events of War may lead to all sorts of accidents, and it 
** may easily happen to ihe to be killed, I have thought it my 
" duty to let you know what my plans were,” and What you 
are to do in that event,—"the rather as you are Guardian 
" of our Nephew” (late Prince of Prussia's^Son) “with an 
" unlimited authority.” Oath from all the armies the instant 
I am killed: rapid, active, as ever ; the enemy not to notice 
that there is any change in the command. I intend to “beat 
the Russians utterly” {d plate couture, ' splay-seam'), “if it be 
possible;” then to &c.:—gives you his “itineraryj” too, or 
probable address, till “the 25th” (notably enough); in shoj?% 
forgets nothing useful, nor remembers anything ^that is not, 

(Emiresde FrCdCnc, xxvi. 179, * Klennv, near SkaUtz, 3d Avgust Heari'* 

Letter is dated ‘ Camp of 'I schopau, 28ih July (ib. 177^ 

‘July i8th* is the last by her hand, and ‘almost illenble exUtOL It 

seems, though withheld from us. Was received at (TrOasniufrer^, and ansvrerea aft 
some le&gth((AWm, xxsnl 1. 316), according to the «peciinen lust gWeit Tw 
more of hers follow, and Four of the King's (io. 3x7-322). Nearly meaning)eii» at 
printed there, without commentary for the uaprepared reader. 
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in Mpite of his hurry.For Mimster Finck also there went 
a J^per; seal m£ needing to be <^ened«for the moment. 

1 With Margraf Karl, and Fouquet under^him, who are to 
gOltrd Silesia^ he leaves in two Divisions about Half the late 
Oltniitr Annyj—added to the other fordfe, this will make about 
4 p,oqo for that service. Keith has the chief command here ; 

is ordered to Breslau, in the mean time, for a little rest 
and recovery of health. Friday nth August, Friedrich him¬ 
self, with the other Half, pushes-off towards Fermor and the 
Cossack demons ; through Liegnitz, through Hohenfriedberg 
Country* straight for Frankfurt, with his best speed. 

CHAPTER XIIT. 

BATTLE OF ZORNDORF, 

Sunday 20th August, Friedrich, with his small Army, 
hardly above 15,000 I should guess, arrived at Frankfurt-on- 
Oder: *his Majesty,* it seems, * lodged in the Lebus Suburb, 

• in the house of a Clergyman's Widow; and was observed to 
^ go often out of doors, and listen to the cannonading, which 

* was going on at Custrin.’l From Landshut hither, he has 
come in nine days ; the swiftest marching ; a fiery spur of in¬ 
dignation being upon all his men and him, for the last two 
days fierier than ever,—longing all to have a blow at those 
incendiary Russian gentlemen. Fiv8 days ago, the Russians, 
Attempting blindly on the Garrison of Custrin, had burnt,— 
nothing of the Garrison at all,—but the poor little Town alto¬ 
gether. Which has filled everybody with lamentation and 
horrqr. And, listen yonder, they arc still busy on the solitary 
Garrison of Custrin;—audible enough to Friedrich irom his 
northern or Lebus Suburb, which lies nearest the place, at a 
distance of some twenty miles. 

Of Fermor’s redhot savagery on Custrin, it is lamentably 
rtfccessary we should say something : to say much would be a 
waste of rec^rd^ as the thing itself was a waste ol powder. A 

U *Tesiamentair^ (so they have lahelled it); riven in CSuvres^, iv. 

a0x-s62. F»iedrich\ Tf^stament proper is already made, and all in 
erw, yeaA^^o January 2753'): of this there followed Two new Redactions 

w^«M^witn%light improvements, ^ 7th November 1768/ and '8th January 1769* 
the Jtumih valid one)» and various Supplements, or summary Enforcements (as 
here), tut mfkttnt tiitics of crisis: see Preuss, iv. 377. 402, and CRuvrts de Frid 4 rtc, 
ri« p X3\0f Frelace), for some confused account of that muter. 

« Sceaseir V. 1:63. > ROdenbeck, i. 347. 
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thing hideous to think of; Afithout the least profit to Feritior, 
but with total turn to all the inhabitants, and to the pwioy 
strangers who had sought refuge there. One interior circum¬ 
stance is memorable ar \4 lucky to us, Artillery-Captalti 'tielcko 
happened to be with these people; had come in the train of 
‘two Saxon Princes, serving as volunteers and, with a sin¬ 
gular lucidit), and faithful good sense, not scientific alone, fee 
illuminates these black Russian matteis for such as have to do 
with them. 

Tielcke’s Book of Contribtitions to the Art ofWar^ is still 
in repute with Soldiers, especially in the Artillery line; attd, 
indeed shows a sound geometrical head, and contains bits of 
excellent Historical reading interspersed among the scienti$C 
parts. This Tielcke, it appears, was a common fopt-soldier, 
one of those Pirna 14,000 made Prussian against their will; 
but Tielcke had a milkmaid for sweetheart in those regions, 
who, good soul, gave him her generous farewell, a suit of her 
clothes, perhaps a pair of her pails ; and in that guise he 
walked out of bondage. Cle.nr away ; to Warsaw, to favour 
with the King and others (being of real ment, an excellent, 
studious, modest little man) ; and here he now reappears, in a 
higher capacity ; as articulate Eye-witness of the Ciistrin Busi¬ 
ness and the Zorndorf, among much other Russian darkness, 
which shall remain comfortably blank to us. 

Up to Custnn, the Jdurnal of the Operations of the Rus¬ 
sian Army, which I could give from day to day ,3 i$ of no in¬ 
terest except to the Nether Powers of this Universe; the Rus¬ 
sian Operations hitherto having consisted in slow marches, 
sluttish cookeries, cantoonings, bivouackings, with destruction 
of a poor innocent Country, and arson, theft and murder done 
on the great scale by inhuman vagabonds, Cossacks so-called, 
not tempered on this occasion by the mercy of Cahnucks. 

' The regular Russian Army, it appears, participates in the 
common horror of mankind against such a method of making 
war ; but neither Feldniarschall Fennor, nor General Deoiikof 
(properly Thdmicond, a Swiss, deserving little tnaoks from us, 
who has taken in hand to command these Missionaries of the 

* sur vftd (zur) GeschicMe det V9n *7^6 Wf 

(sue thm Tob). AtOt with many Plates); cited above. 

3 * Ttigil^Hch heyder (Diary of both Armies from the beginnini^ 
paign tin Zorndort*)* in 'tielcke, ti- x-75; Tempejhof, ii. 236, 316^34,^ 
ichichU, V*; &g. &c. 
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Riitjl, caa ^elp the results above inscribed. Which are justly 
cb^acterised as aljominable, to gids anfl men ; and not fit to 
be> recorded in human Annals ; execration, and, if it were 
possible* oblivion, being the human resourc? with them. The 
Rntskm Officers, it seems, despise this* Cossack rabble incre¬ 
dibly; for their fighting qualities withal are close on zero, 
though their talent for arson and murder is so considerable. 
Apd contrariwise, the Cossacks, for their part, have no objec¬ 
tion to plunder, or even, if obstreperous, to kill, any regular 
Officer they may mcjpt unescorted in a good place. Their 
talent for arson is great. They do uncountable damage to 
the Army itself; provoking all the Country people to destroy 
by fire what could be eaten or used, the foraging, food and 
equipments of horse and man ; so that horse and man have to 
be f^ by victual carted hundreds of miles out of Poland ; and 
thei R^usslan Army sticks, as it were, tethered with a welter of 
bro^^ jporridge-pots and rent mealbags hung to every foot it 
has. 


East Preussen is quiet from the storms of War; holds its 
tongue well, and hopes better days : but the Russians them¬ 
selves are little the better for it, a country so lately burned 
bate; they are merely flung so many scores of miles forward, 
farther from home and their real resources, before they can 
begin work. They have no port on the Baltic : poor block¬ 
heads, they arc aware how desirable, for instance, Dantzig 
would be; to help feeding them out of ships ; but the Dant- 
zigers won't, Colbcrg, a poor little place, with only 700 
militia people in it, would be of immense service to them as a 
sea-haven : but even this they have not yet tried to get; and 
after trying, they will find it a job. “ Why not unite with the 
Swedes and take Stettin (the finest harbour in the Baltic), 
which would bring Russia, by ships, to your very hand ?** 
This is what Montalembert is urgent upon, year after year, to* 
point of wearying everybody; but he can get no official 
soul to pa5>h0ifed to him,—the difficulties are so considerable. 
•‘Swede®, what are they?*’ say the Russians: “Russians 
What ®ay the Swedes. Sweden would be so handy for the 
ArtUleries,’* (irge® Montalembert; “ Russians for the Soldiery, 
Or GOV]ermg and fighting part,"-—“Can’t be done I" Officiality 
shake® ita bead ; and Montalembert is obliged to be silent. 
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The Russians have got into the Neumark of Branaenbaig# 
on those bad terms ; find ar^ clearly aware that, without ab»C 
Fortress as a Place of Arms, they are an overgrown Inconjpo- 
tency and MonstfOsity in the field of War; doing ndich de¬ 
struction, most of whieh proves «^iAiestructive bt^oie lohg. 
But how help it ? If the carrying of meal so far be difficult, ' 
what will the carrsring of siege-furniture be ? A flat impossi¬ 
bility. Fermor, aware of these %cts, remembers what ha^. 
pened at Oczakow,—long ago, in our presence, and Keith's 
and Munnich’s, if the reader have not qijite forgot. Miinnich^ 
on that occasion, took Oczakow without any siege-fumitUTd 
whatever, by boldly marching up to it; nothing but audacity 
and good luck on his side. Fermor determines to try Ciistrin 
in the like way,—if peradventure Prussian soldiery be Kke 
Turk ?— 

Fermor rose from Posen August 2d, almost three weeks 
ago ; making daily for the Neumark and those unfortunate 
Oder Countries ; nobody but Dohna to oppose him,—Dohha 
in the ratio of perhaps one against four. Dohna naturally 
laid hold of Frankfurt and the Oder Bridge, so that Fermor 
could not cross there; whereupon Fermor, as the next-best 
thing, struck northward for the Warta (black Polish streum, 
last big branch of Oder); crossed this, at his ease, by Z.an 4 s- 
berg Bridge, August loth and after a day or two of re¬ 
adjustment in Landsbcrg, made for Ciistrin Country (his next 
headquarter is at Gross Kamin*); hoping in some accidental 
or miraculous way to cross Oder thereabouts, or even get h<fld 
of Ciistrin as a Place of Arms. If peradventure he can take 
Ciistrin without proper siege-artillery, in the Oczakow or Anti- 
Turk way? Fermor has been busy upon Ciistrin since August 
15th;—in what fashion we partly beard, and will nqw, from 
authentic sources, see a little for ourselves. 

The Castle of Custrin, built by good Johann of Ciistrin, anA * rgoflei 
With copper,’ in the Reformation times,—^we know it from m old, and 
Friedrich has since had some knowl^ge of it. Custrin itSdf is,,**' 
ragged little Town, with some moorland traffic, and 41 place of 
great military strength, the garrison of those parts, tw roi^h ^ve- 
ments, its heavy stone battlements and barriers, give it * gnaikKi obsti¬ 
nate aspect,—stem enough place of exile for a Crowu-Prin<)e fldku ' 
into such disfavour with Papa 1 A rugged, compact^ fay no mcaus 
handsome little Town, at the meeting of the Warta and the Odn} 

, * Tempelhof, u. ai6. * Flan at p. $60, 
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Jta&ds imturallLy among sedges, willows and drained mire, except that 
‘imnuuni industry is pleasantly busy it, and has long beem So that 
Jthe ne^hbottrhoodis populous beyond expectation; studded with rough 
cottages in whitewash; hamlets in a pav^ Sbniition; and comfortable 
- idgoa of labbur victoriously wrestlii^ with the wilderness. Custrin, an 
araenal and garrison, begirt with two rivdts, and with awful bulwarks, 
and ballons cased in stone,—‘perhaps too high,’ say the learned,— 
is lihdy to be impregnable to Russian engineering on those terms. 
Here, with brevity, is the catastrophe of Custrin. 

TUe^y i$th August 1758, At two in the morning, several thoU' 
sand Russians, grenadiers, under Quartermaster General StoiFeln, whom 
the readers of Manniftein know from old Oczakow times, are astir; 
pushing along from Gross Kamin, through the scraggy firwoods, and 
ilat peat countries; intending a stroke on Custrin, if perhaps they can 
it:*^not the slightest chance to get Custrin; Prussian soldiership 
and Turkish being two quite different things! The pickeering and 
manceuvring of Stoffeln shall not detain us. Stoffcln came along by 
the Landsbeig road (course of the now Konigsbeig-Custnn Railway); 
and drove-in the Prussian out-parties, who at first took him for Cos- 
Sacks. Stoffeln set himself down on the north side of the place; 
planted cannon in certain clay-pits thereabouts, and about mne o'clock 
began firing shells and incendiary grenadoes at a great rate. Tieicke 
saw everything ;—^and had the honour to take luncheon, that evening, 
with certain chief Officers, sitting on the ground, after all was over, 
and only a few shots from the Garrison still dropping.® 

At Ae third grenado, which, it seems, fell into a straw magazine, 
Ciistrin took fire; could not be quenched again, so much dry wood in 
it, So much disorder too, the very soldiers some of them disorderly (a 
bad deserter set); so that it soon flanwd aloft,—from side to side one 
sea of flame: and man, woman and child, every soul (except the Gai- 
Vison, which sat enclosed in strong stone), had to fly across the River, 
nnder penalty of death by fire. Of Custrin, by five in the evening, 
there was nothing left but the black a&hcs; the Garrison standing un¬ 
harmed, and the Church, School-house and some stone edifices in a 
charred skeleton condition. ‘ No life was lost, except that of one child 
in arms.’ All Neumark had lodged its valuables in this place of 
Strength; all are fled now in horror and terror across the Oder, by the 
Bridj^ before it also unquencliably takes fire, at the western or non- 
RuSsdan end of the place. Such a day as was seldom seen in human 
experience ;~Fermor responsible for it, happily not we. 

Fermgr, jp the evening, said to his Artillery People: ‘ ‘ Why have 
yotf*eeaeed to fire grenadoes?” “Excellency, the Town is out; no¬ 
thing now but ashes and stone.” “Never mind ; give them the rest, 
one ei>ary iqitarter of an hour. We shall not need the grenadoes again. 
TIue caimon^balls we shall; them, therefore, do not waste.” On the 

r 

■ ii. 2x7; but Tieicke, u. 69 et seq , the real source. ^ 

8 iL 75n. * 
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morrow morning, after this performance on the To\m, Fcrmvr sen 4 » 
a Trumpeter : “ Surrender, fr else—!” rather in the tremendous styl^ 
“Or else?” answers the Commandant, pointing to (he ashes, tQ the 
black inconsumable stotifes ; and is deaf to this ex-fost/acto Triirupeter. 
The Russians say they sent ^ne yesterday morning, not ex-past/ui^, 
but he was killed in the pickeerings, and never heard of again, A 
mile or so to rear of Custrin, on the westward or Berlin side of the 
River, lies Dohna for the last four days j expecting that the Luws of 
Nature will hold good, and Custrin prove tenable against such sit^Eiftg. 
So stands it on hViedricli’s arrival. 

We left Friedrich in the Lebus Suburb«of Frankfurt, Sun¬ 
day August 2oth, listening to the distant cannonade. Ne^t 
morning, he is here himself; at Dohna’s Camp of G 9 rga 6 t, 
taking survey of affairs; came early, under rapid small esport, 
leaving his Army to follow; scorn and contemptuous indig¬ 
nation the humour of him, they say; resolution to be swiftly 
home upon that surprising Russian armament, and teach it 
new manners. The black skeleton of Custrin stares hideously 
across the River; “Custrin Siege” so-called still going-on;—■ 
had better make dispatch now, and take itself away! He 
greatly despises Russian soldiership: “Pooh, pooh," he would 
answer, if Keith from experience said, “Your Majesty does 
not do it justice;”—and Keith has been known to hint, " If' 
the trial ever come, your Majesty will alter that opinion.” A 
day or two hence, amid these hideous Russian fire-traceries, the 
Hussars bring him a dozen (if Cossacks they have made pri¬ 
soners ; Friedrich looks at the dirty green vagabonds ; sgyS to 
one of his Staff ; “ And this is the kind of Doggery I hhve to 
bother with!” — The sight of the poor country-people, and 
their tears of joy and of sorrow on his reappearance among 
them, much affected him. Taking inspection of Dohna, he 
finds Dohna wonderfully clean, pipe-tlayed, complete; “Yott 
are very fine indeed, you;—I bring you a set of fellows, rdugh 
TiS^qrasteufeln (‘grass-devils,’ I never know whether insepts 
or birds); “ but they can bite,"—hope you can I 

Tuesday August 22d, at five in the morning our Army* 
has all arrived, the Frankfurt people just comelin ;*' 3 c^,Qfi >0 
of us now in Camp at Gdrgast. Friedrich orders straight¬ 
way that a certain Russian Redoubt on the other %ide tti the 
River, at Schaumburg, a mile or two down stream, be wcE 
cannonaded’ iuto ruin,—‘as if he took it for some incipiency 
^ a Russian Bridge, or were himseir mirided to cross htie, 
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under cover of CUstrin, Fri^rich’s intention very certainly 
as to Cross,—here or not just here "—and that saine night, 
after some hours of rest to the Frankfgrt people.—night of 
Tuesday-Wednesday, Friedrich, hj^ving persuaded the Rus¬ 
sians that his crossing-place will be their Redoubt at Schaum¬ 
burg, inarches ten or twelve miles down the River, silently 
his 30,000 and he, till opposite the Village of Giistebiese; 
rapidly makes his Bridges there, unmolested: Fcrmor, with 
his eye on the cannonaded Redoubt only, has expected no 
such matter; and* is much astonished when he hears of it, 
twenty hours after. Friedrich, across with the vanguard, at 
an early hour of Wednesday, gets upon the knoll at Giiste- 
biese for a view; and all Giistebiese, hearing of him, hurries 
out, with low-voiced tremulous blessings, irrepressible tears : 
*' God reward your Majesty, that have come to us!”—and 
there is a hustling and a struggling, among the women espe¬ 
cially, to kiss the skirts of his coat. Poor souls : one could 
have stood tremendous cheers; but this is a thing I forgive 
Friedrich for being visibly affected with. 

Friedrich leaves his baggage on the other side of the 
Oder, and the Bridge guarded; our friend Hordt, with his 
Free-Corps, doing it. Friedrich marches forward some ten 
miles that night; eastward, straight for Gross Kamin, as if to 
take the Russians in rear; encamps at a place called Klos- 
sow, spreading himself obliquely towards the Miitzel (black 
sluggish tributary of the Oder in those parts), meaning to 
reach Neu Damm on the Miitzel tomorrow, there almost 
within wind of the Russians, and be ready for crossing on 
them- It was at Klossow (23d August, evening), that the 
Hussars brought-in their dozen or two of Cossacks, and he 
had his first sight of Russian soldiery; by no means a favour¬ 
able one, “Ugh, only look I"—As we are now approaching 
Zorndorf, and the monstrous tug of Battle which fell put 
^there, readers will be glad of the following : 

‘ pamm on the Miitzel, where Friedrich intends crossing it 

* twimotrow night, south to Gross Kamin, not lar from the Warta, 

* where Fermor’s headquarter lately was, may be about five miles. 

* From Ciiftruii Kamin lies north-east about eight or ten miles: Zorn- 

* dorfi the most considerable Village in this tract, lies,—little dreaming 

* of ito sad glory coming to it,—-pretty much in the centre between 

* big Warta and smaller MULzel. The Country is by nature a p^t 

* wHdetsehs, i&r and wide; but it has been tamed extensively; grows 
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* cropSy green pastures ; is elsewhere covered with 

* scraggy in size, but evidently under forest management); perhaps 

* half the country is in Fir tricts, what they call I/adeu (He^&)s the 
‘ ttiltivatcd spaces lying iike light-green islands with black-green chan^ 

' ncls and expanses of circumambient Fir, The Drewitz Heath, the 

* Massin or Zicher Heath, afld others about Zomdorf, will become 

* notable to us. The Country is now much drier than in Friedrich’s 
' time; the human spade doing its duty everywhere: so that much oi 

* the Battle-ground has become irrehognicable, when compared With 

* the old marshy descriptions given of it, Zomdorf, a rough substaa- 

* tial Hamlet, has nothing of boggy now visible near by; lies cast to 

* west, a firm broad highway leading through : rt sea of forest before 

* it, to south; to north, good dry barley-grounds or rye-grounds, sensi- 

* bly rising for half a mile, then waving about in various slow digfet 
‘ changes of level towards Quartschen, Zicher, &c.: forming an irregu- 

* lar cleared “ island,” altogether of perhaps four miles by three, with 
‘ unlimited circumambiencies of wood. It was here, on this island aS 

* we call it, that the Battle, which has made Zomdorf famous, was 

* fought. 

* Zomdorf (or even the open ground half a mile to north of it, 

‘ which will be more important to us) is probably not 50 feet above 

* the level of the Mut/el, nor 100 above Warta and Oder, six miles 

* off; but it is the crown of the Country;—the ground dropping thcm- 

* from every way, in lazy dull waves or swells ; towards Tamsel and 
' Gross Kamin on south-east; towards Biiken-Busch, Quartschen, 

‘ DannutzeB on north-west; as well as towards Damm and its Bridge 

* north-east, where Friedrich will soon be, and towards Custrin south- 
‘ west, where lie lately was, each a five or six miles from Zomdorf. 

‘ Such is the poor moorland tjiact of Country; Zomdorf the centre 

* of it,—^where the Battle is likely to be :—Zomdorf and environs a 

* bare quasi-island among these woods; extensive bald croWn of the’ 

* landscape, girt with a frizzle of firwoods all round. Boggy pools there 

* arc, especially on the western side (all drained in our time), 

* or north side, is of course the lowest in level: and accordingly/ what 
is much to be marked by readers here, ‘ from the south, or ^mdorf 

* side, at wide intervals, there saunter along, m a slow obscure m^nher, 

* Three miserable continuous Leakages, or oozy Threads of Water, 4 ill 

* making for Quartschen, to north or north-west, there to disetnb^^e 

* into the Mutzel. Each of these has its little Hollow; of which the 

' westernmost, called Zabem Hollow {Zavhrngnmd^ is the ihost con- • 

* siderable, and the most important to us here: Galgeng;ru%d (Gallovfs- 
‘ Hollow) is also worth naming in this Battle; the third 

* though without importance, invites us to name it, Hmhrucii^ quasi 

* SiocJdHg~<{\\^ga\irei —because you can use no stocking?* thfce, eacept 

* with manifest disadvantage/—^I'ake this other concluding trait 5 

• * * Inexpressible fringe of marsh, two or three talks broadf 

^ * 7 JDar of the MUuel, whatever may bo. 


^odktVllU 
wood (Scotch fir. 
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* mostly bottomless, woven with slug^sh creeks and stagnant pools, 

* bcmiem the Warta for many ftiiles towards Landsberg; Custrin- 

* Landsbe!!^ Causeway the alone sure footing in it; after which, the 

* CDUOlty rises insensibly, but most beneficiallir, and is mainly drier till 

* you get to the Mutzel again, and find the same fringe of mud lace- 

* work again. Zorndorf we called the Aown of it. Tamsel, Wilkers- 

* dorf, Klein Kamin, Gross Kamin, and other places known to us, lie 

* on the dry turf-fuel country, but looking over close upon the hem of 

* that marsh-fringe, and no doubt getting peats, wild-ducks, pike-fishes, 
‘ eels, and snatches of summer pasture and cow-hay out of it,’ 


Thursday August 24th, Friedrich is again speeding on; 
occupying Darmutzel and other crossing-places of the Miit- 
zel ;8«-^by no means himself crossing there; on the contrary, 
carefully breaking all the Bridges before he go (“ No retreat 
for those Russian vagabonds, only death or surrender for 
them!**) — himself not intending to cross till he be up at 
Damm, Neu Damm, well eastward of his Russians, and have 
got them all pinfolded between Mutzel and Oder in that way. 
In the evening, he reaches Damm and the Mill of Damm, 
♦some three or four miles higher up the Mutzel;—and there 
pushes partly across at once. That is to say, his vanguard 
at once, and takes a defensive position ; his Artillery and 
other Divisions by degrees, in the silent night hours; and, 
before daybreak tomorrow, every soul will be across, and the 
Bridge broken again;—and Fermor had better have his ac¬ 
counts settled. ^ 

Fermor*s roving Cossack clouds seldom bring him in in¬ 
telligence; but only return stained with charcoal grime and 
red murder: up to late last night, he had not known where 
Friedrich was at all; had idly thought him busy with the 
Schaumburg Redoubt, on the other side of Oder, fencing and 
precautioning: but now (night of the 23d), these Cossacks 
do come-in with news, “ Indisputable to our poor minds, the 
Prussians are at Klossow yonder,—captured a dozen green 
vagabonds of us, and have sent us galloping V *—which news, 
•with the night closing-in on him, was astonishing, thrice and 
four tinics Important to Fermor. 

^ Instantly he raises the siege of Custrin, any siege there 
was;*gets his immense baggage-train shoved-off that night 
to Klein ^Ramin, Landsberg way; summons the force from 


♦ Uitchcll te Holdemesb, 'D^mftzel, 24th August 1758' (Memoirs and 
I* 425 : lb. it 40-47, Mitchell's Private Journal). * 
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Landsberg to join him without loss of a moment;—and m the 
mean while pitches himself in long bivouac in the Drewitz: 
Wood or Fir-Heath, witVi the quaggy Zaberngrund in front 
Quaggy Zaberngrundi—do readers remember it; one df those 
** Three continuous Leakages,” very important to Fermor and 
us at present? This is the safest place Fermor can find for 
himself; scraggy firs around, good quagmires and Zatbern 
Hollow in front; looking to the east, waiting what a new day 
will bring. That was Fermor's posture, while Friedrich quitted 
Klossow in the dawn of the 24th. Be busy, ye Cossack dog-* 
geries; return with news, not with mere grime and marks of 
blood on your mouths ! 

Evening of the 24th, Cossacks report that Friedrich has 
got to Damm Mill; has hold of the Bridge there ; and may be 
looked for, sure as the daylight tomorrow. Fermor is 50,000 
odd, his Landsberg forces all coming in; one Detachment out 
Stettin way. which cannot come in ; Fermor finds that his 
baggage-train ib fairly on the rorid to Klein Kamin;—and that 
he will have to quit this bosky bivouac, and fight for himself 
in the open ground, or do worse, 

Theseus and the Minotaur oner againy—that h to say^ Friedrich 

at Handgrips ivith Fermor and his Russians (25 th August 

1758)- 

Artless Fermor draws-oi^f to the open ground, north of 
Zorndorf, south of ( 2 uartschcn ; arranges himself in huge quad¬ 
rilateral mass, with his ‘ staff-baggage* (lighter baggage) in the 
centre, and his front, so to speak, every where.^ Mass, say 
two miles long by one mile broad; but it is by no meatls regu¬ 
lar, and has many zigzags according to the ground, and nar¬ 
rows and droops southward on the eastern end: one of the 
most artless arrangements ; but known to Fermor, and the 
readiest on this pinch of time. Miinnich devised this qjLtadri- 
lateral mode; and found it good against the Turks, and thclr 
deluges ol raging horse and foot: Fermor could perhap^S d<y 
better; but there is such a press of hurry, Ferm^r’s^wcs^n 
flank, or biggest breadth of quadrilateral, leans on that 
Hollow, with iis tine quagmires ; his eastern, narrowest part> 

** Kxcellem Plan of him. orr.ithor Plans, in his bucccssivo shapfes, inT|ekke, K. 
i^Plaies 4, 5, 6, 7. SK Our poor Sketch at p. 58strives to represent him at hti 
Wood when attacked. 
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dro%)8-down on certain mud-pools and conveniences towards 
\ Zicher, Gallows Hollow, a slighter than the Zabern, runs 
^ through the centre of him ; and witl^his best people he fronts 
towards the Mtitzel Bridges, especially towards Damm-Mill 
Bridge whence Friedrich will emerge, sure as the sunrise, one 
knows not with what issue. Artless Fermor is nothing daunted; 
nor are his people; but stand patiently under arms, regard¬ 
less of future and present, to a degree not common in soldier¬ 
ing. 

Friday August 25111,^ by half-past three in the morning, 
Friedrich is acrosj the Mutzel; self and Infantry by Damm- 
Miitzel Bridge, cavalry by another Bridge (Kersien-brugget 
means “Christian Bridge,” in the dialect of Charlemagne's 
time, a very old arrangement of Successive Logs up there!) 
some furlongs higher up. The Bridge at Damm is perhaps 
some three miles from the nearest Russians about Zicher; but 
Friedrich has no thought of attacking Fermor there; he has a 
quite other program laid, and will attack Fermor precisely on 
the side opposite to theic. Fnedneids intention is to sweep 
quite 1‘ound this monstrous Russian ijiiadrilatcral; to break-in 
upon it on the western flank, and hurl it back upon Mutzel and 
its quagmires. He lias broken liis two bridges after passing, 
all bridges arc gone there, and the country is bottomless: sur¬ 
render at discretion if once you are driven thither I And Fried¬ 
rich's own retreat, if he fail, is shoit and open to Ciistrin. 
“Admirable,” say the Critics, altogether in Friedrich’s 

Style —Friedrich, adds one Critic, was not aware that the 
Russian Heavy-Baggage Tram, which is their powderflask and 
breadbasket and stuff of life, lies at Klein Kamin, within few 
miles on his left just now, Russians themsedves on his right; 
that the Russians could have been abolished from those coun¬ 
tries without fighting at all This is very true. Friedrich’s 
haste is great, his humour hot; and he has not heard of this 
Klein-Kamin fact, which in common times he would have dope, 
and of which in a calmer mood he would, \\ ith a fine scientific 
«gU5to, have taken his advantage, 

Friadriih pours incessant southward; cavalry parallel to 
iniantry and a certain dislatice beyond it, eastward of it; and 
they have^burnt the Bridges ; which is a curious fact! Con¬ 
tinually southward, as if for Tamsel:—poor old Tamsel, do 

w Ketzow, i. 30S*32(). ^ 
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readers recollect it at all, does Friedrich at hil l: No 
dinner, dr lily-and-rose complexions, there 
Some distance short df Tamsel, Friedrich, emerghif, turn* 
westwardintending what.on earth? thinks Fermorv^ '^ 
rich has been mostly hidden by the woods all this whil^ 
enigmatic to Fermor. I^rmor does now at last see the cbldiuf 
of the facts ;—and that one’s chief front must change itself tO' 
southward, one’s best leg and arm be foremost, or (towards 
Zomdorf, not towards the Miitzel as hitherto. Fermor stirs-up 
his Quadrilateral, makes the required change, “ You, best or 
northern line, step across, and front soothward; across to 
southward, I say; second-best go northward in their stead 
and so, with some other slight polishings, suggested by the 
ground and phenomena, we anew await this Prussian Enigma 
with our best leg foremost. The march or circular sweep of 
these Prussian lines, from Damm Bridge through the woods 
and champaign to their appointed place of action, is seven or 
eight miles; lines when halted in battle-order will be two miles 
long or morp. 

Friedrich pours steadily along, horse and foot, by the rear 
of Wilkersdorf, of Zorndorf,— Russian Minotaur scrutinising 
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him in that manner with dull bloodshot eyes, uncertain what 
he will do. It is eight in the morning, hot August; wind a 
mere lull, but southernly if any. Small Hussar pickets ride to 
right of the main Army March; to keep the Cossacks in check; 
who are roving about, all on wing ; and pert enough, in spite 
of the Hussar pickets. Desperado individuals ofthem 
up to the Infantry ranks, and fire-off their pistols there,*!*n’'|lh* ■ 
out reply; reply or firing, till the word come, is strictly forbid¬ 
den. Infantry pours along, like a ploughman drawing his furrSw, 
heedless of the circling crows. Crows or Cossacks, finding 
they are not regarded, set fire to Zomdorf and gali^fp dfl. 
Zomdorf goes-up readily, mainly wood and straw ; rOlls ih biig 
clpuds of smoke far northward in upon the Russian Minbmdr, 
making him still blinder in the important moments now com- 


I t ■ 

Friedrich rides-up to view the Zabem Hollow: 
expectation deep ; very boggy too, with its fqjul lealfi^ br 
brook; no attacking of their western flank throu^h*this . 

grand;—attack the corner of them, then ; here; bn the isbbiti* 
west!’* That is Friedrich’s rapid resource. The Unes^^l^^ 
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aOj^Corobigly; make ready. Behind flaming Zorndorf stands 
faKt extreme ieft, which is to make the attack; infantry in front; 
h^se to rear and farther leftwards,— aSid under the command 
Seidlit* in this quarter, which is an imp<»tant circumstance. 
Right wing, reaching to behind Will^rsdorf, is to refuse it¬ 
self; whole force of centre is to push upon that Russian comer, 
to support the left in doing it;—according to the Leuthen or 
IJmctra principle, once more. May no mistakes occur in exe¬ 
cuting it this day!— 

The first division of the Prussian Infantry, or extreme Left, 
marches forward by vhe west end of flaming Zorndorf; next 
division, which should stand close to right of it, or even behind 
it, in action, and follow it close into the Russian fire, has to 
march by the east end of Zorndorf; this is a farther road, owing 
to the flames; and not a lucky one. Second division could 
never get into fair contact with that first division again: that 
was the mistake: and it might have been fatal, but was not, 
as we shall see. First division has got clear of Zorndorf, in 
advancing towards its Russian business;—is striding forward, 
its left flank safe against the Zabern-grund ; steadily by fixed 
stages, against the fated Russian Corner, which is its point of 
attack. First division, second division, are clear of Zorndorf, 
though with a wide gap between them ; are steadily striding 
forward towards the Russian Corner. Two strong batteries, 
wide apart, have planted themselves ahead ; and are playing 
upon the Russian Quadrilateral, thdr fires crossing at the due 
Corner yonder, with terrible effect; Russian artillery, which 
are multitudinous and all gathered down to this south-western 
comer, are responding, though with their fire spread, and far 
less effectual. The Prussian line steps on, extreme left perhaps 
in too animated a manner; their cannon batteries enfilade the 
thick mass of Russians at a frightful rate (‘forty-two men of 
a certain regiment blown-away by a single ball,’ in one in¬ 
stanced^), drive the interior baggage-horses to despair; a very* 
fgitated Quadrilateral, under its grim canopy of cannon smoke, 
anff of straw ^oke, heaped on it from the Zorndorf side here, 
Mapfc»iffelfleader of that first or leftmost division, sees the in¬ 
ternal simmering; steps forward still more briskly, to firing 
distancb; begins his platoon thunder, with the due steady fury, 
—•bad the second division but got-up to support Manteuffel! 

«' Tielcke. 
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The second division is in fire too; but not close to Munteuffi:]. 
where it should be. ^ 

Fermor notices the gap, the wavering of Manteufifel unsup¬ 
ported; plunges-oiit in immense torrent, horse and foot, into 
the gap, into Manteuffel’s flank and front; hurls Manteuffel 
back, who has no support at hand: "AraA, Arah (Hurrah, 
Hurrah)! Victoiy, Victory 1 ” shout the Russians, plunging 
wildly forward, sweeping ail before them, capturing twenty-six 
pieces of cannon, for one item. What a moment for Friedrich; 
looking on it from some knoll somewhere near Zorndorf, I sup¬ 
pose ; hastily bidding Scidlitz strike-in: “ Seidlitz, now!" The 
hurrahing Russians cannot keep rank at that rate of going, lilt« 
a buffalo stampede; but fall into heaps and gaps: Seidlitz, 
with a swiftness, with a dexterity beyond praise, has picked his 
way across that quaggy Zabern Hollow; falls, with say 5,000 
horse, on the flank of this big buffalo stampede; tumbles it 
into instant ruin;—which proves irretrievable, as the Prussian 
Infantry come on again, and back Seidlitz. 

In fifteen minutes more (I guess it now to be ten o’clock), 
the Russian Minotaur, this end of it, on to the Gallows Ground, 
is one wild mass. Seldom was there seen such a charge ; issu¬ 
ing in such deluges of wreck, of chaotic flight, Or chaotic re** 
fusal to fly. The Seidlitz cavalry went sabring till, for very 
fatigue, they gave it up, and could no more. The Russian 
horse fled to Kutzdoif,—Fermor with them, who saw no more 
of this P'ight, and did not get back till dark;—had not the 
Bridges been burnt, and no crossing of the Miitzel possible, 
Fermor never would have come back, and here had been the 
end of Zorndorf. l.urkier if it had ! But there is no crossing 
of the Mutzel, there is only drowning in the quagmires there: 
—death any w'ay; what can be done but die ? 

The Russian infantry stand to be sabred, in the above man¬ 
ner, as if they had been dead oxen. More remote from Seidlitz, 
"^tbey break-open the sutlers’ brandy-casks, and in few mfoutes 
get roaring drunk. I'heir officers, desperate, split the brandy^- 
casks ; soldiers flap-down to drink it from the ‘puddles ; furi¬ 
ously remonstrate with their officers, and ‘ kill a good rnlmy of 
them’ says Tielcke), especially the foaeigo sort, ‘A 

frightful blood-bath,’by all the Accounts; blood-oath, brandy- 
bath. and chief Nucleus of Chaos then extant ahwvitground. 
Fermor is swept away; this chaos, the very I’russians drawing- 



BATTLE OF ZORNDORF. 


BATTLE OF ZORNDORF. 5f 

l^ick from it, wearied with massacring, lasts till about one 
ol^lodc.' Up to the Gallows-ground the Minotaur is mere wreck 
aind delirium: but beyond the Gallows-groutid, the other half 
ftrms a new front to itself; becomes a new Minotaur, though in 
, reduced shape. This is Part First of*the Battle of Zorndorf; 
Friedrich,-—on the edge of great disaster at one moment, but 
miraculously saved,—has still the other half to do (unlucky that 
he left no Bridges on the Miitzel), and must again change his 
program. 


Half of the Minotaur is gone to shreds in this manner; 
' but the attack upon it, too, is spent: what is to be done with 
the other half of the monster, which is again alive ; which still 
stands, and polypus-like has arranged a new life for itself, a new 
front against the Galgcn-grund yonder? Fri<-drith brings hij 
right wing into action. Rapidly arranges right wing, centre, 
all of the left that is disposable, with battenes, with cavalry; 
tor an attack on the opposite or south-eastern end of his mon¬ 
ster. If your monster, polypus-like, conic alive again in the tail- 
pari, )*ou must fell that other head of him. Batteries, well in 
advance, begin work upon the new liead of the monster, which 
was once his tail; fresh troops, long lines of them, pushing for¬ 
ward to begin platoon-volleying;—time now, I should guess, 
about half-past two. Our inlantry h.is not yet got within mus¬ 
ket-range,—when torrents of Russian Horse, Foot too following, 
plunge-out; wide-flowing, stormfully swift; and dash against 
the coming attack. Dash against it; stagger it; actually tum¬ 
ble it back, in the centre part; take one of the batteries, and a 
whole battalion prisoners. Here again is a moment! Fried¬ 
rich, they say, rushed personally into this vor(e.\;; rallied these 
broken battalions, again rallied and led them up; hut it was to 
no purpose: they could not be made to stand, those centre bat¬ 
talions;—‘ some sudden panic in them, a thing unaccountable,’ 
says Tempelhof; ‘they are Donna’s people, who louglit per* 
^ ftctly at Jiigersdorf, and often elsewhere’ (they were all in 
such a finily-iurnishcd slate the other day; but have not biting 
talent, like the grass-devils): enough, they fairly scour away, 
Certain disgraceful battalions, and are not got ranked again till 
below Wilkorsdorf, above a mile off; though the grass-devils, 
on both hands of them, stand grimly stcfidy, left in this omin- 
om mapner. . 
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What would have become of the affair one knows not. if it 
had not been that Sej^Iitz once more made his appearance. 
On Friedrich’s order, or on his own, I do not know; but sutc 
it is, Seidlitz, with'sixty-one squadrons, arriving from some dfa- 
tance, breaks-in like a sCVw ex metchind, swift as the stolid 
wind, upon this Russian Horse-torrent ,* drives it again before 
him like a mere torrent of chaff, back, ever back, to the shone 
of Acheron and the Stygian quagmires (of the Miitzel, imtnely); 
so that it did not return again ; and the Prussian In^ntry ha 4 
free field for their platoon exercise. Their rage against the 
Russians was extreme ; and that of the Russians corresponded. 
Three of these grass-devil battalions, who stood nearest to 
Dohna’s runaways, were natives of this same bumt-out ^lom- 
dorf Country; we may fancy the Platt-Teutsch hearts of them, 
and the sacred lightning, with a moisture to it, that was in their 
eyes. Platt-Teutsch platooning, bayonet-charging,-—on such 
terms no Russian or mortal Quadrilateral can stand it. The 
Russian Minotaur goes all to shreds a second time; but will 
not run. “ No quarter 1 "—“ Well, then, none!” 

* Shortly after four o’clock,’ say my Accounts, ‘ the firing,' 
regular firing, ‘ altogether ceased; ammunition nearly Spent, 

* on both sides ; Prussians snatching cartridge-boxes of Rus- 
‘ sian dead ;’ and then began a tug of deadly massacring and 
wrestling man to man, ‘ with bayonets, with butts of muskets, 

‘ with hands, even with teeth’ (in some Russian instances), 

‘ such as was never seen before.’ The Russians, beaten to 
fragments, would not run; whither run ? Behind is Mutzel 
and the bog of Acheron ;—on Miitzel is no bridge left ; ‘ the 
‘ shore of Mutzel is thick with men and horses, who have 
‘ tried to cross, and lie there swallowed in the ooze’—’ lilse a 

* pavement,’ says Tielcke. The Russians,—never was silch 

vis inerticB as theirs now. They stood like sacks of clay, like 
oxen already dead ; not even if you shot a bullet through 
them, would they fall at once, says Archenholtz, but eeemod 
to be deliberate about it. . ' 

Complete disorder reigned on both sides ; dicept that thp 
Prussians could always form again when bidden, the Rassiana 
not This lasted till nightfall,—Russians getting themselvea 
shoved away on these horrid terms, and obstinate to take na 
other. Towards dark, there appeared, on a distant knoll,, 
.something like a ranked body of them again,—soipe a.poa 
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atid faalf as many horse ; whom Thdmicoud (superlative 
Swiss Cossack, usually written Den^kof or Demikow) had 
picked^up, and persuaded from the shore of Acheron, back to 
this knoll of vantage, and some cannon w#h them. Friedrich 
Qiders these to be dispersed again > General Forcade, with 
twp battalions, taking the front of them, shall attack there; 
you. General Rauter, bring-up those Dohna fellows again, and 
take them in flank. Forcade pushes on, Rauter too,—but at 
the first taste of cannon-shot, these poor Dohna-people (such 
their now flurried, disgraced state of mind) take to flight again, 
worse than before; rush quite through Wilkersdorf this time, 
into tha woods, and can hardly be got together at all. Scan¬ 
dalous to think of. No wonder Friedrich ‘ looked always 

* askance on those regiments that had been beaten at Gross 

* Jagersdorf, and to the end of his life gave them proofs of 

* it very natural, if the rest were like these ! 

Of poor General Rauter, Tempelhof and the others, that 
can help it, are politely silent; only Saxon Tielcke tells us, 
that Friedrich dismissed him, ‘‘Go, you, to some other trade!” 
—which, on Prussian evidence too, expressed in veiled terms, 
1 fihd to be the fact: Militair-Lexikon, obliged to have an arti¬ 
cle on Rauter, is very brief about it; hints nothing unkind ; 
records his personal intrepidity; and says, ‘in 1758 he, on 
his request, had leave to withdraw,’—poor soul, leave and 
morel 

Forcade^ left to himself, kept* cannonading Thdmicoud; 
Thdmicoud responding, would not go; stood on his knoll of 
vantage, but gathered no strength : “ Let him stand,” said 
Friedric|a, after some time; and Thdmicoud melted in the 
ahades of night, gradually towards the hither shore of Acheron, 
“*-that is, of Acheron-Miitzel, none now attempting to peeve it 
l^rther, but simmering about at their sad leisure there. Feld- 
taarschall Fermor is now got to his people again, or his people 
to him ; reunited in place and luck: such a chaos as Fermot^ 
mejer saw before or after. No regiment or battalion now is; 
mere sim^i^ng monads, this fine Army ; officers doing their 
utmost to cobble it into something of rank, without regard 
to regiipents qualities. Darkness seldom sank on such a 
scene, • 

*• H'Vtxow *tiU jaort emphatically, Bri^€ ^hen Pfcussischen Off curt 

X790), i. 34, u. 52, &c. • 
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Wild Cossack parties are scouting over all partst of 
field; robbing the dead, murdering the wounded ; doing ajr- 
son, too, wherever poslible; and even snatching nt the Prus¬ 
sian cannon left icarwards, so that the Hussars have to go 
upon them again. Ong large mass of them plundering ih the 
Hamlet of Zichcr, the Hussars surrounded : the Cossacks toic^c 
to the outhouses ; squatted, ran, called-in the aid of fire, their 
constant friend : above 400 of them were in some big barn, 
or range of straw houses ; and sct-fiie to it,—but could not 
get out for Hussars ; the Hussars were at the outgate: Not a 
devil of you ! said the Hussars ; and the whole four hundred 
perished there, choked, burnt, or slam by the Hussars,>-r-and 
this poor Planet was at length idd of them.^'^ 

Friedrich sends for his tent-equipages ; and the Army 
pitches its camp in two big lines, running north and south, 
looking towards the Russian side of things ; Friedrich’s tent 
in front of the iirst line ; a warrior King among his people, 
who have had a day’s work of it. The Russian loss turns-out, 
when counted, to have been 21,529 killed, wounded and miss- 
ing, 7,990 of them killed; the Prussian sum-total is 11,390 
(above the Prussian third man), of whom 3,680 slain. And 
on the shores of Acheron northward yonder, there still is a 
simmering. And far and wide the country is alight with in¬ 
cendiary fires, — many devils still abroad. Excellency Mit¬ 
chell, about eight 111 the evening, is sent-for by the King ; finds 
various chief Generals, Stidliti among them, on their various 
businesses there; congratulates “ on the noble victory” (not 
so conclusive hitherto) “ which Heaven has granted your Ma¬ 
jesty.” ‘‘Had it not been for him,” said Friedrich,—'* Had it 
not been for him, things would have had a bad look by this 
time !” and turned his sun-eyes upon Seidlilz, with a fine ex¬ 
pression in them.^* To which SeidU'^z’s reply, I fipd, was an 
embarrassed blush, and of articulate only, “ Hm, no, ah, it was 
* your Majesty’s Cavalry that did their duty,—but Wakenitz” 
(my second) “ does deserve promotion t”—which Wakeaitfo 
not in a too overflowing measure, got. (• 

Fermor, during the night-watches, having cobSkd himself 
into some kind of ranks or rows, moves down well atastward 
ofZhbera Hollow; to the Drewitz Heath, where he once befojei 

I 

*3 lleldef^CeHhLkie^ v. 166 . 

Pteusb, ii. 253. MuchcU (ti. 433) mentioos tho Interview^ sWluAg dTSoiiSitts 
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Jay, aftifl there makes his bivouac in the wood, safe under the 
^r-trees, with the Zabern ground to front of him. By the 
'above reckoning, 28 or 29.000 still ifang to Fermor, or float 
vafkorously round him ; with Friedrich, ii» his two lines, are 
some I $,000 -in whole, 46,000 tired mortals sleeping there¬ 
abouts 1 near 12,000 others have fallen into a deeper sleep, 
noi liable to be disturbed;—^and of the wounded on the field, 
one shudders to imagine. 

Next day, Saturday 26th, Fermor, again brought into some 
kind of rank, and safe beyond the quaggy Zabern ground, 
iSent*out a proposal, “That there be Truce of Three Days for 
burying the dead I”—Dohna, who happened to be General in 
coa3,mand there, answers, “ That it is customary for the Vic¬ 
tor to take charge of burying the slain ; that such proposal is 
surprising, and quite inadmissible, in present circumstances.” 
Fermor, in the mean while, had drawn himself out, fronting 
his late battlefield and the morning sun ; and began cannon¬ 
ading across the Zabern ground ; too far off for hitting, but as 
if still intending fight: to which the Prussians replied with 
cannon, and drew-out before their tents in fighting order. In 
both armies there was question, or talk, of attacking anew; 
but in both ‘ there was want of ammunition,’ want of real 
likelihood. On Fermor's side, that of “ attacking” could be 
talk only, and on Friedrich’s, besides the scarcity of ammuni¬ 
tion, all creatures, fool and especially horse, were so worn-out 
with yesterday’s work, it was not jfldged practically expedient. 
A while before noon, the Prussians retired to their Camp 
again ; leaving only the artillery to respond, so far as needful, 
and bow-wow across the Zabern ground, till the Russians lay 
dawn again. 

Friedrich’s Hussars knew of the Russian Wagenburg, or 
general baggage reservoirs, at Klein Kamin, by this time. The 
Hussars had been in it, last night; rummaging extensively, at 
discretion for some time; and had brought away much money 
•aij^ portable plunder. Why Friedrich, who lay direct between 
Fermor ajid^is Wagenburg, did not, this day, extinguish said 
Wagfcnburg, I do not know; but guess it may have been a 
fault of omission, in the great welter this was now grown to be 
to the weaTy mind. Beyond question, if one had blown-up 
Femabr's remaining gunpowder, and oarried-off or burnt his . 
theal-sack% he must have cowered away all the faster towards 
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Landsberg to seek more. Or perhaps Fi^iedrich Ph# judged - 
it immaterial, and a question only of hours ? 

About midnight of Saturday-Sunday, there again rose WW- 
'(^hwing, bellowing* of Russian cannon; not from beyond tbe 
Zabern ground this time, nor stationary anywhere, btft flftjtia 
the south some transient part of it, and not far off;—one t}^ 
struck a carriage near the King’s tent, and shattered it. Thicfc 
mist mantles everything, and it is difficult to know what the 
Russians have on hand in their sylvan seclusions. After a 
time, it becomes manifest the Russians are on retreat; wind¬ 
ing round, through the southern woods, behind Zomdorf isnd 
the charred Villages, to Klein Kamin, Landsberg way. Fried¬ 
rich, following now on the heel of them, finds all got to Klein 
Kamin, to breakfast there in their Wagenburg refectory^— 
sharply vigilant, many flhhes (little arrow-shaped redoubts, s6- 
named) and much artillery round them. Nothing considerable 
to be done upon them, now or afterwards, except pick-up strag¬ 
glers, and distress their rear a little. The King himself, in 
the first movement, was thought to be in alarming peril, such 
a blaze of case-shot rose upon him, as he went reconnoitering 
foremost of all.^® 

And this was, at last, the end of Zorndorf Battle ; on the 
third day this. W.as there ever seen such a fight of Theseus 
and the Minotaur ! Theseus, rapid, "dextrous, with Heaven's 
lightning m his eyes, seizing the Minotaur; lassoing him by 
the hinder foot, then by the i ight horn; pouring steel and de¬ 
struction into him, the very dust darkening all the air. Mino¬ 
taur refusing to die when killed ; tumbling to and fro upon its 
Theseus ; the two lugging and tugging, flinging one another 
about, and describing figures of 8 round each other for three 
days before it ended. Minotaur walking off on his own feet, 
after all._ It was the bloodiest battle of the Seven-Years War; 
‘’one of the most furious ever fought ; such rage possessing the 
individual elements; rage unusual in modern war**. 
have altered Friedrich’s notion of the Russians,’he next 
. comes to speak with Keith. It was not till the fourth day’henfce 
(August 31st), so unattackably strong was this position at 
Klein Kamin, that the Russian Minotaur would*fairly get to 

Teiuf'clhof, u. 216-38: Tielcke, il 79-154» Atcheahe^ty, 1 , 253-64; Neliim* 
GeschtekU^ V. 156-79 («uh nuwy LuU^ pnvate LctUrt aad Hke fletsU#); 
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f«et a second time, and slowly stagger off, in real earnest, 
Landsberg way and Kdnigsberg way;-y-Friedrich right glad to 
leave £>ohna in attendance on it; and hasten off (September 
*d) towards Saxony and Prince Henri, wHere his presence is 
npw become very needful. 

Fewnor, walking off in this manner,—not till the third day, 
nhy not conclusively till the seventh day, after Zomdorf,— 
Strove at first to consider himself victorious. “ I passed the 
night on the field of battle" (or not far from it, for good rea¬ 
sons, Miitzel being bndgeless): “may not I, in the language 
of enthusiasm, be considered conqueror ? Here are 26 of their 
cannon, got when I cried ‘Arab’ prematurely. (Where the 
103 pieces of my own are, and my 27 flags, and my Army- 
chest and sundries ? Dropped somewhere; they will probably 
tum-^p again!)'* thinks Fermor,—or strives to think, and says. 
So that, at Petersburg, at Paris and Vienna, in the next three 
weeks, there were Te-Dcums, Ambrosian chantings, fires-of- 
joy; and considerable arguing among the Gazetteers on both 
parts,—till the dust settled, and facts appeared as they were. 
To the effect: “ TV Deum non laudamns; alas no, we must 
retract; and it was good gunpowder thrown after bad!" 

On always homewards, but at its own pace, waited-on by 
Dohna, goes the Russian Monster: violently case-shotting if 
you prick into its rearward parts. One Palmbach,—under 
Romanzow, I think, who had not taken part in the Battle, being 
oat Stettin way, and unable to join till now,—Palmbach, with 
a Detachment of 15,000, which was thought sufficient for the 
object, did try to make a dj^sh on Colberg,—how happy had 
we any port on the Baltic, to feed us in this Country! But 
though Colberg is the paltriest crow’s-nest {bicoque), accord¬ 
ing to all engineers, and is defended only by 700 militia (the 
Colonel of them, one Heyde, a gray old Half-pay, not yet re¬ 
nowned in the soldier world, as he here came to be), Palmbach, 
with his best diligence, could make nothing of it; but, afteV 
•ba|^<»riny. bombarding, even sealading, and in all ways blurt¬ 
ing and l^azlng at a mighty rate for four weeks, and wasting 
a gnSat deal of gunpowder and 2,000 Russian lives, withdrew 
On those remarkable terms. And did then, as tail of Fer- 
ttkOTf what Fermor and the Russian Monster was universally 

^ ** ta Ht/den^GescAtcAif, v. 349-36< (‘^d-sikt Oefober 1758’), a complete and 
of this First Siege of Colberg^ which is interesting to read of, as all 
tU Huiie of fhesn Me 
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doing, make-off at a good pace,—having nothing to live upcHt 
farther,—and vanish from those Countries, to the relMdf 
Dohna and mankind. » 

September 2d, TR'riedrich, leaving all that, had mardied for 
Saxony ; his presence urgently required there. PaUn 
to be far-on with the conquest of that Country ? Mighty have 
had it, say judges, if he had been as swift as some.->-At ZoirA* 
dorf, among the Russian Prisoners were certain General Sdl- 
tikof, Czernichef, Sulkowski the Pole, proud people in theij; 
own eyes: no lodging for them but the cellars of C^strin. 
Russian Generals complained, “ Is this a lodging for 
Officers of rank !" Friedrich was not used to profane ^wear- 
ing, or vituperative outbursts ; but he answered to the effisct! 
*• Silence, ye incendiary individuals. Is there a choice left trf 
lodgings, and for you .above others !” Upon which they lay 
silent for some days, till better suited ; in fact, till exchangied, 
—and perhaps will soon tum-iip on us again. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

BATTLK OF HOCHKIRCH. 

So soon as Friedrich quitted Bohemia and Silesia for his 
Russian Enterprise, there rose high question at Vienna, “To 
what shall our Daun now turn himself?" A Daun, a Reichs 
Army, free for new employment; in Saxony not much to oppose 
them, in Silesia almost nothing in comparison. “ Recapture 
of Silesia ?” Yes truly; that is the steady pole-star aj Vienna. 
But they have no Magazines in Silesia, no Siege-fomitures; 
and the season is far spent. They decide that there ahiall be 
a stroke upon Dresden, and recovery of Saxony, in Fritsdrich's 
absence. Nothing there at present but a Prince Henri, tyeak 
in numbers, say one to two of the Reichs Army by itself. Let 
the Reichs Army rise now, and advance through the Metal 
(Mountains from south-east on Prince Henri; let Dam circle 
round on him, through the Lausitz from north-east: calino^ 
they extinguish Henri between them; snatch Drtkden, a weak 
ill-foitified place, by sudden onslaught, and recapture Sassony? 
That will be magnanimous to our august Allies that 

will be an excellent scaffolding for recapture of Silesia heat 
year. And cannot Daun leave a Force m the Silesian Vidhities, 
— DevUle with so many thousands, Harsch with so 
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to besiege one of their Frontier Places; Neisse, for example? 
Sl^e*fuTnitures to come from Mihren: Neisse is not farther 
froib Olmiitz than Olmiltz was from it. 

That was the scheme fallen upon; npw getting executed 
WiU^ Friedrich is at Zorndorf well away. And that, if readers 
fee it intelligently in their memory, will suffice to introduce to 
than the few words more that can be allowed us here upon it. 
A very few words, compressed to the utmost,—merely as pre¬ 
face to Hochkirch, whither we must hasten; Hochkirch being 
the on© incident which, except to studious soldiers, has now 
and hfiSte any interest, out of the very many incidents which, 
then and there, were so intensely interesting to all mankind. 
Tp rcaderswho are curious, and will take with them any poor¬ 
er authentic Outline of the Localities concerned,^ the follow¬ 
ing condensed Note will not be unintelligible. 

Dauu and the Reichs Anny invade Saxony^ in Friedrich's 

Al>sence^ 

* Daun, pushing-out with his best speed, along the Bohemian-Silc 

* sian border, had got to Zittau Au^uit 17///; which poor City is to 

* be his basis and storehouse; the greatest activity and wagoning now 

* visible there,'—^among the burnt walls getting lebuilt. ‘ And m the 
^ Saitae days, Zweibruck and hii> Reiths Aimy are vigorously afoot; 

* Zweibru^ pushing across the Metal Mountains, the fastest he can; 

* intending to plant himself in Pima Countiy, Not to mention General 

* Dombdle, Zweibruck’s Austrian Seco^icJ; who has the Austrian 1 5,000 

* with him; and, by way of jirefacc, lias emerged to westward, in 
‘ Zwickatt-Tschopau Country; calculating tliat Prince Henri will not 
‘ be able to attend to him just now. And in effect I’riiice llenii, in- 

* tent upon Zweibruck and the Pima Country, takes position in the old 
^Prussian ground there (‘^headquaiter Gross SeidhU,” as in 1756); 

* and can only leave a Detachment in Tschopau Country to wait upon 

* Pomb^e; who does at least shoot-out Cioat parties, ** quite across 

* Saxony^ to Halle all the way," and enteitaiu the Gazetteers, if he can 

* do little real mischief. 

19/^, from Zittau, Daun, after short pause, again pushes 
* ‘ Ibrwar^ ^nothmg but Ziethen attending him in the distance, till we 
‘ SB 81 ^BSheftr^ard;~Margraf Karl waiting impatient, at Grussau, till 

* Daun, soon after Zittau, shoots-out Loudon, Brandenlmrg 

* way, aa il magnanimously intending “ cooperation with the Russians 
^wluch would give Daun pleasure, could it be done without cost- 
^ XiDii^dpn does dispatch a 500 hussars to Frankfurt’ (Friedrich now gone 
fbr Ciwtrin), * who, I think, carry a Letter for Fermor there; but lose 

* PUo# Pf fZOt 1 Teapelhof, ii, sjS, 360 et 6«3. 
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* it hy the way, *—^for the benefit of readers, if they will wait, * Londm 

* captures a poor little plac^ in Brandenburg itself; bullies it into 

* render, after a day (the very day of Zomdorf Battle, ‘ ‘ August 
‘•—place called Peitz/garrison^ by forty-five invalids; who go 

* “ free withdrawal,” poor old souls, and leave their exiguous stod: of 
‘ salt-victual and military furnitures to Loudon.* Upon which LotadOB^ 

‘ whirls back out of those Countries; finding his skirts troddcuon by 

‘ Ziethen,—who now sees what Daun and he are at; and wams Majr- ^ 
‘ graf Karl' {properly Keith, who has now joined again, as real pred^ 

‘ dent or chief) ‘ That hitker is the way. Margraf Kml, on the sUp 

* for some time past, starts from Grussau instantly (I should guess^ not 
‘ above 25,000 of all arms); leaving Fouquet with perhaps ro,Obo ^do 
‘ his utmost, when Generals Ilarsch and Deville with their ao or 30,000 

* come upon Silesia and him,—^as indeed they are already doing; fid* 

‘ ready blockading Neisse, more or less, with an eye to b^eging it SO 

* soon as possible. 

‘ Meanwhile, Serene Highness of Zweibriick, the Reichsfolk Wtd 
‘ some Austrians with him, prefaced by DombSle more to westward, 

* is wending into Pima Country; and, in spite of what Prince Henri 
‘ can do (Mayer and the Free Corps shiningly diligent, and Henii one 
‘ of the watchfulest of men), Zweibruck does get in; sets Maguire with 

* Austrians upon besieging Pima, that is to say, the SonnenStcin of 

‘ Pima; September ^ gets the Sonnenstein, a thought sooner iJiaii 

* was counted on f and roots himself there,—“headquarters in Strops 
‘ pen” again, “bridge at Ober-Raden” again, all as in 1756; wl^c^ 

‘ if nothing else can well do it, may give his Highness a momentary 

* interest with some readers here. Prince Henri is at Gross Seidlits, 

* alive every fibre of him: but with Daun circling round to x&oithwaxd 
' on his left, intending evidently to take him in flank or rear; with 
' Domb^le already to rear, in the above circumstances, on his right} 

‘ and Zweibruck himself lying here in front free to act, and 

* nable if acted upon: what is Prince Henri to do ? It is for Henri's 
‘ rear, not his flank, that Daun aims: August %Uh^ Daun, Who had 
‘ got to Gbrlitz, a march or two from Zittau, started again at hiS best 

* step by the Bautzen Highway towards Meissen Bridge, a ye ot 80 

* miles dowm the Elbe : there l)aun intends to cross, and to double- 
‘ back upon Dresden and Prince Henri; who will thus fiftd himself 
‘^enclosed between three fires,—if two were not enough, or even l^one 

* (the Daun one itself, Or the ZWeibruck itself, not to count the Pqm- 
‘ b^e), in such stren^h as Prince Henri has! 

‘ A lost Prince Henri,—if there be not shift in hini,dfriiere benot 

* help coining to him ! Prince Henri, seeing how it was,®flrew*back 
from Gross Seidlitz; with beautiful suddenness, ope night; 

* lasted: in the morning, Zweibruck's hussars find 

* pugnable on the Heights of Gahmig,—which is nearer 

i> In HtldeH*Vtschichte^ v. »29-a32, the * Capitulation' extenso, 

> In HTldtn^Geschichtef v. 023-228, account of this |>o«r Siege, aud of the meVo* 
nents before and after. 
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'i* ^ocA Step; nearer Domblle; and not so ready to be enclosed by Daun, 
' * «jtbont enclosure of Dresden too. Prince Henri’s manoeuvring, in 
I * tbis dtiSicalt situation, is the admiration of military men 5 how hd 
^ Attack by Gahmig; but threw-out, in the vital joints, little camps,— 
ip of KesselMorf” (a place memorable), on the west of Dres- 
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* den; and on the east, in the north Suburb of Dresden itself, across 
< fhe River ^(should we have to go across the River for Daun’s sake), 

* “stlong abatis;” and neglected nothing; self, and everybody under 

* him, lively as eagles to make themselves dangerous, Mayer in parti- 

* cnlar distinguishing himself much. Prince Henri would have been 

* a hard morsel for Daun. But beyond that, there is help on the road.’ 


JPrUdruk inierveningy Daun draws back; intrenches himself 
in Nnghbourhood to Dresden and Pirna; Friedrich follow¬ 
ing him. Four Armies standing there, in dead-lock, for a 
Month; with Issue, a Flank-march on the Part of Fried- 
ricHs Army,—which halts at Hochkirch (September 12 th 
—October loth, 1758.) 

'Daun, since August 26th, is striding towards Meissen 
Bridge ; without rest, day after day, at the very top of his 
Speed*—trhich I find is ‘ nine miles a day Bos being heavy 
w foot, at his best. September 1st, Daun has got within ten 
miles of Meissen Bridge, when—Here is news, my friends; 
King of Prussia has beaten our poor Russians ; will soon be in 
foil march this way! King of Prussia and Margraf Karl both 
bending hitherward; at the rate, s?,y, of ‘ nineteen miles a day,’ 
instead of nine:—Meissen Bridge is not the thing we shall 
want ! Daun instantly calls halt, at this news; waits, intrenches; 
and* in a day or two, finding the news true, hurries to rearward 
all he can. From the Russian side too, Daun has heard of 
2 omdorf, and the grand " Victory” of Fermor there ; but knows 
well, by this sudden reemergence of the Anti-Fermor, what 
kind of Victory it is. 

Was it here while waiting about Meissen, or where was i^ 
that Daun got his Letter to Fermor answered in that singular 
wa5^*~The^J-etter of two weeks ago,—carried by Loudon’s 
Hussfirst or by whomsoever,—for certain, it was retorted, or 
returned upon Daun ; not as if from the Dead>Letter Office, 
but with an .Answer he little expected! Here is what record 
I have ; very vague for a well-known little fact of sparkling 

nature: 


* 


4 Tempelhof, ii. 961 • 
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*A cimotis Letter fell into Fnednch^s hands’ (Bearer, I alwaj* 
guess, the I^udon Hussir Captain with his 500, pretendwig to { 0 M 
junction with Fermor), ‘ Prussian Hussars picking it up somewhere,-— 

* date, place, circumstAices, blnired into oblmon in those poor BooldsJ 
' Letter itself indisputable enough, and Answer following on it. Letter 

* and Answer substantiallj to this effect 

*Daun io Fe^mof^ (Probably from Zittau, by Loudon*s 

Hussars). 

“ Your Lxcellenr does not know that wily Enemy as I do. By no 
“ means get into battle with such a one Cautiously manceuvre about; 
“ detain him there, till 1 Inic got my stroke in Saxony done: dcMi’t 
“ try fighting him —Daxi^ ” 

^Answer asf^ovi Peftnor (Zoindoif once done, Daun, by the 

‘ first opportunity got his Answer, duly signed “FeimOr,” 

‘ but evidenllj m a ceitam King’s handwriting) 

“ \ our Lxedluv was m the right to warn me against a cunning 
Enemy, whom you knew better than I Hero have I tried fighting 
** him, and got beaten \our unfuitunate—Fi.RMOH 

September 9th, p ncdrich and Margraf Karl, correct to tlwaly 
appointment, meet at Grossenhayn, some miles north of Moissea 
and Its Budge , bj which time Daun is clean gone agaiO|b3<Jc 
well above Dicsden again, stiongly posted at Stolpen (a placo 
we once hcaid of, in Gcncial Haddicks tune, last Year), well 
m contact with Daun s Pnn^ fntnds acioss the River, ahd out 
of dangerous ntighboui hoods 1 iicdnch and the Margrafhax^e 
followed Daun at quirk step , but Daun would pause nowhere, 
till he got to Stolpen, among the bushy gullets and? cha^sms. 
Septembei 12th, I ucdnch had speech of Hemi, and the pleA- 
sme of dining with him m Dicsdcn Glad to meet again, under 
foitunate management on both parts , and with much to speak 
and consult about 

^ A day or two before, thc-e had lam ^01 is said to hav® lam) 
a grand scheme m Daun /weibiuck to buist-opt from 
by daybicak, <md attack the Camp of Gahmig m 
against 2o,oco), Daun to cioss the Kivci on ponto^ns^ some 
hotirs before, under (loud oi night, and be ready on rcAi?and 
left flank ol Gahmig (wUh as many siip])lcmental thousands as 

® Mulirr, i sii/ J S hi iwhak (Barlirt, 

in whom, It iM ihu it j inter is tin \ r\ t,i\ n in in intcll tjihle foiXtt TOis 
MUUtrsF fl I. iiinut iiotisly 1 in t Sinnin m n ) ( t in n > lsrhU tl pnrUCMbri 
.umI with tin I util eiins <ii ont^ t ppciplu J KHUnant Muller, ttjw ont^ 
pot J Mnlh r iUtiti Shcltmullci hj in> int in * 
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'jfon like): wW can save Prince Henri ? Beautiful plan; on 
jwkkH there were personal meetings and dinings together by 
^^weibruck and Daun; but nothing done.® At the eleventh 
^hour, say the Austrian accounts, 2 weibriicK sent word, “ Im¬ 
possible tomorrow; cannot get in my Out-Parties in time 1 ”— 
and next day, here is Friedrich come, and a collapse of every¬ 
thing. Or perhaps there never seriously was such a plan? 
Certain it is, Daun lakes camp at Stolpen, a place known to 
him, one of the strongest posts in Germany; intrenches him¬ 
self to the teeth,—good rearguard towards Zittau and the Maga- 
Xines ; River and Pirna on our left flank ; Loudon strong and 
busy on our right flank, barring the road to Bautzen;—and 
obstinately sits there, a very bad tooth in the jaw of a certain 
King ; not to be extracted by the best kinds of forceps and the 
skilfulest art, for nearly a month to come. Four Armies, Fried¬ 
rich’s, Henri's, Daun’s, Zweibriick’s, all within sword-stroke of 
each other,—the universal Gazetteer world is on tiptoe. But 
except Friedrich’s eager shiftings and rubbings upon Stolpen 
(west side, north, and at length north-east side), all is dead- 
llbck, and nothing comes of it. 

Friedrich has his food convenient from Dresden ; but a road 
to BAutifen withal is what he cannot do without;—and there 
Jies the sorrow, and the aching^ as this tooth knows well, and 
this jaw well! Harsch and Deville are busy upon Neissc, have 
Heisse under blockade, perhaps up*n Koscl too, for sonic time 
past,^ and are carting the siege-stork to begin bombardment: 
a road to Silesia,beibrevery long, Friedrich must and will have. 
Friedrich’s operations on Daun in this post are patiently artful, 
and curious to look upon, but beyond description here: enough 
to say, that in the second week he makes his people hut them¬ 
selves (weather wet and bad); and in, the fourth week, finding 
that nothing contrivable would provoke Dana into fighting,— 
he loads at Dresden provisions for I think nine days ; makes^ 
^o m two or from three sides, a sudden spurt upon Loudon, 
whTfTSTySui?^; northern outpost; brushes Loudon hastily away; 
and ipmedf takes the road for Bautzen, by Daun’s right flank, 
thrown bare in this manner.” 

Road for Bautzen; which is the road for Zittau withal, for 

• iL 363-265. 

^ * blockaded more and more’ since Atiptist 4th (Koscl still cnrlior, but 

lOnlvltylHindourpeople); not cttrnplctely so Ul) Jjcptombt r or oven rfU Oclobtr 

flOtli: V. 270 '» iVmjH’lbof, u. 270 
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Daun’s breadbasket, as well as for Neissc and Harsch I NMe- 
days provision; that is our small outfit, that and our own right*! 
hands; and the waste world lies all ahead. Octoberistt Retsow, 
as vanguard, sweeps-out the few Croats from Bautzen, deposits! 
his meal-wagons there ; occupies Hochkirch, and the hiily en¬ 
virons to east; is to take possession dfWeissenberg especially, 
and of the Stromberg Hill and other strong points; which 
Retzow punctually does, forgetting nothing,—except perhaps 
the Stromberg, not quite remembered in time; a thing of 
small consequence in Retzow’s view, since all else had gone 
right. 

Hearing of which, Daun, with astonishment, finds that he 
must quit those beautifully chasmy fastnesses of Stolpen, and 
look to his bread ; which is getting to lie under the enemy’s 
feet, if Zittau road be left yonder as it is. October ^tk, after 
councils of war and deliberation enough, Daun gets under way 
cautiously, favoured by a night very dark and wet, glides 
through to right of Friedrich’s people, softly along between 
Bautzen and the Pirna Country; nobody molesting him, so 
dark and wet: and after one other march in those bosky soli¬ 
tudes, sits down at Kittlitz,—ahead or to east of Bautzen, of 
Hochkirch, of Retzow and all Friedrich’s people ;—and again 
sets to palisading and intrenching there. Kittlitz, near Ldbau, 
there is Daun’s new headquarter; L6bau Water, with its in¬ 
tricate hollows, his line of defence: his posts going out a mile 
to north and to south of Kittlitz. And so sits; once more 
blocking Zittau road, and quietly waiting what Friedrich will 
do. I 

Friedrich is at Bautzen since the yth; impatient enough 
to be forward, but must not till a second larger provisioti-con- 
voy from Dresden come in. Convoy once in, Fri^rich hastfips 
off, Tuesday loth October, towards Weissenberg Country, where 
Retzow is ; some ten or twelve miles to eastward,—ZUtau- 
Ward, if that chance to suit us: Silesia-ward, as is sure to suit. 
At the " Pass of Jenkowitz,” short way from Bautzen, 
attempt our baggage; need to be battered off aifd again off; 
which apprises Friedrich that Daun's whole Army is ahe$wi in 
the neighbourhood somewhere. Marching on.^riedrich, from 
the knoll of Hochkirch, shoulder of the southern Hills, gets 
complete view of Daun,—stretching north and south, at right 

• * Tempelbof, ii. 379. 
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$ to tjie Zittau roads and to Friedrich, in the way we de- 

d;>~r.and is a little surprised, and I could guess pitjutd, 
al seeing Paun in such a state of forUrardness. ** Encamp 
we, then t" he says,-*-here, on this row of Heights parallel to 
Baun, within a mile of Daun: just here, I tell you! under the 
yejy nose of Daun, who is above two to one of us; and see 
what Daun will do. Marwjtz, his favourite Adjutant, one of 
those free-spoken Marwitzes, loyal, skilful, but liable to stiff fits, 
talces the hberty to remonstrate, argue; says at length, He, 
Marwit?> dare not be concerned in marking-out such an en- 
campment; not he, for his poor part! And is put under arrest; 
and another Adjutant does it; cannon playing on his people 
and While engaged in the operation. 

Friedrich’s obstinate rashness, this Tuesday Evening, has 
not wanted its abundant meed of blame,—rendered so emphatic 
by what befell on Saturday morning next. His somewhat too 
authoritative fixity; a certain radiancy of self-confidence, dan¬ 
gerous to a man; his sovereign contempt of Daun, as an inert 
daric mass, who durst undertake nothing: aU this is undeni- 
atj^ and worth our recognition in estimating Friedrich. One 
con^derahly extenuating circumstance does at last turn up,— 
ip the shape of a new piece of blame to the erring Friedrich ; 
his sudden anger, namely, against the meritorious General 
Retsow ; bis putting Retzow undci aii^st that Tuesday Even¬ 
ing ; “ How, General Retzow ? Yoa have not taken hold of 
the Stromberg forme!" That is the seciet of Retzow: and 
on studying the ground you will find that the Stromberg, a 
blunt tabular Hill, of good height, detached, and towering well 
up over all that region, might have rendered Friedrich’s^ posi¬ 
tion perfectly safe. " Seize me the Stromberg tomorrow morn¬ 
ing, the first thing J” ordered Friedrich. And a Detachment 
went accordingly; but found Daun’s people already there,— 
indisposed to go; nay determined not to go, and getting rein-« 
fiyce d to g.pj[m iited amounts. So that the Stromberg was left 
stand^^Xncf'remained Daun’s; furmshed with plenty of can¬ 
non by' Daifii. Retzow’s arrest, Retzow being a steady favourite 
Of Friedrich’s, was only of a few hours: “ pardonable that over- 
right,” thinks Friedrich, though it came to cost him dear. For 
tlw jest,’ I find, Friedrich’s keeping of this Camp, without the 
Stromberg, was intended to end, the third day hence: “^atur- 
voi« vni. T 
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day I 4 t 3 i, then, since Friday proves impossible Friedrich 
had s^ed. it did end Saturday X4th, though at an ear-* 
her htmr, and with other results than had been expected. 
Keith said, *'The^ Austrians deserve to be hanged if they don’t 
attack us here.” ** We must hope they are more alh-aid of us 
than even of the gallows,” answered Friedrich. A v^ty dan¬ 
gerous Camp ; untenable without the Stromberg* Let us* try 
to understand it, and Daun’s position to it, in some slight 
degree. 

' Hochfcirch (//?V'^ldrk) is an old Wendish-Saxott Village, standing 

* pleasantly on its Hilltop, conspicuous for miles round on all sides^ or 

* on all but the south side, where it abuts upon other Heights, lyuirii 

* gradually rise into Hills a good deal higher than it. The Vllkge 

* hangs confusedly, a jumble of cottages and colegarths, on the crown 

* and north slope of the Height; thatched, in part tiled, and built 

* mostly of rough stone blocks, in our tjjne,-—not of wood, as probably 

* in Friedrich’s. A solid, sJuttishly comfortable-looking Village j with 
‘ pleasant hay-fields, or long narrow hay stripes (each villager has his 

* stripe), reaching down to the northern levels. The Church is ntar 

* the top; Churchyard, and some little space farther, are nearly hcMi- 

* zontal ground, till the next Height begins sloping up again towards 
‘ the woody Hills southward. The view from this little esplanado at^, 

* still better from the Church belfry, is wide and pretty. Fm© on ril 
‘ sides except the south : pleasant Heights and Hollows, of arable, pf 
‘ wood, or pasture; well-watered by rushing Brooks, all making north- 

* ward, direct for Spree (the Berlin Spree), or else into thi 
‘ Water, which is the firsf big branch of Spree. 

‘ The place is still partl^ of Wendish speech; the Barspn has to 

* preach one half of the Sunday in Wend, the other in Germiia.- AmcMag 

* the Hills to south,' well worth noting at present, ^is one called Caor- 

* nadog, or “Devil’s lIiU;” where the Wendish Devil and his Wi^es 

* (equal to any German on his Blocksberg, or pi etematuraX Brocken 

* of the Harz) hold their annual Witched -—a thing not 1:0 be 

* contemplated without a shudder by the Wendish mind. Tnereabonts, 

‘ and close from Hochkirch southward, all is shadowy intricacy of 

* thicket and wild wood. Northward too from Hodikirch, aH 
^ about, 1 perceive the scene was woodier then than now;—>01;^ must 

* have looked picturesque enough (had anybody been in quest ofthftf), 

* with the multifkrious uniforms, and tented people and 

* wide among the leafy i^-and-yellow of October 175?/!^ ^ 

In tbe Village of Wuiscbke, preci^scly at the northern base 
of that shaggy Czaniabog or Devil’e HiU, stand Loudon and 
3,000 Croaia and grenadiers, as the extreme left of Paun’ir 

» a> Teuritt’fl Rote, September 1858. 
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p&sition. WuiijcIiJee is nearly straight south of Hochkirch; so 
IfUr westward has Loudon pushed forward with his Croats, hid' 
den among the Hills; though Daun’s general position lies a 
good mile to east of Friedrich's:-—irregularly nefth and south, 
both Friedrich and Daun; the former ignorant what Croats 
and irhudonries there may be among those Devil’s Hills to his 
right; the latter not ignorant. Friedrich’s right wing, Keith 
in command of it, stretches to Hochkirch and a little farther: 
beyond Hochkirch, it has Four dank Battalions in potence form, 
with proper vedettes and pickets ; and above all, with a strong 
Batj;ery of Twenty Guns, which it maintains on the next Height 
immediately adjoining H ochkirch, and perceptibly higher than 
Hocdikirch. This is the finis of Keith on his right; and,-—ex¬ 
cept those vedettes, and pickets of Frce-corps people, thrown- 
out a little way ahead into the bushes, on tliat side,—Fried¬ 
rich’s right wing knows nothing of the shaggy elevations horrent 
with wood, which lie to southward; and merely intends to play 
its Twenty Cannon upon them, should they give birth to any¬ 
thing. This is Friedrich’s posture on his right or south 
wing. 

From Hochkirch northward, or nearly so, but sprinkled 
about in all the villages and points of strength, as far up as 
Drehsa and beyond Drehsa, to near Kotit^, a less important 
village, Friedrich extends about four miles; centre at Rodewitz, 
Where his own headquarter is, above two miles north of Hoch¬ 
kirch. Not far from Rodewitz, but a little to left and ahead, 
stands his second and best Battery, of Thirty Guns ; re.idy to 
play upon Lauska, a poor village, and its roadway,should the 
Austrians try anything there, or from their Stromberg post, 
which is a good mile behind Lauska. His strength, in these 
lines, some count to be only 28,000, or less. Four or live miles 
to north-easi, in and behind Weis>cnberg ('which wc used to 
know last summer), lies Retzow, with perhaps 10 or 13,000, 
which will bring him up to 40,000, were they properly joined 
airith hhn gs a left wing. Daun’s force counts 90,000; with 
Friecirichl^g under his nose in this insolent manner. 

Daun% headquarter, as we said, is Kittlitz; a Village some 
two miles short of Lfibau, in the direction south-east of Fried¬ 
rich ; perhaps five miles to south-east of Rodewitz, Friedrich’s 
lodging. It is close upon the Bautzen-ZHtau Highway; Zittau 

* p. 
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Bome twenty miles to south of it, Hermhuth and the pacific 
Brethren about halfway thither. Kittlitz lies more to south 
than Hochkirch itself; and Daun’s outposts, as we saw, circle 
quite round among those Devil’s Hills, and envelop Friedrich’s 
right flank. But Daun’s main force lies chiefly northward, 
and well to west, of Kittlitr; parallel to Friedrich, and east¬ 
ward of him; with elaborate intrenchments; every viUage, 
brook, bridge, height and bit of good ground, Stroniberg to 
end with, punctually secured. Obliquely over the Strornberg, 
holding the Strornberg and certain Villages to south-east and 
to north-west of it, lies D’Ahremberg, as right wing: about 
20,000 he, put into oblique potence; looking into KtHatr, 
which is Friedrich’s extreme left; and in a good measure 
dividing Friedrich from the Retzow 10,000. And lastly, as 
reserve, in front of Rcichenbach, eight or nine miles to east 
of all that, lies the Prince of Baden-Durlach, 25,000 or so; 
barring Retzow on that side, and all attempts on the Silesian 
Road there. Daun’s lines, not counting-in the southern out¬ 
posts or Devil’s-Hill parties, arc considerably longer than 
Friedrich’s, and also considerably deeper. The two head¬ 
quarters arc about five miles apart: but the two fronts,-— 
divided by a brook and good hollow running here (one of 
many such, making all for Lobau Water),—are not half a 
mile apart. Towards Hochkirch and the top of this brook, 
the opposing posts are quite crammed close on one another; 
divided only by their hollow. Many brooks, each with a 
definite hollow, run tinkling about here, swift but straitened 
to get out; especially Lobau Water, which receives them 
all, has to take a quite meandering circling course (through 
Daun’s quarters and beyond them) before it can disembogue 
in Spree, and decidedly set out for Berlin under that new 
name. The Landscape,—seen from Hochkirch Village, still 
better from the Church-steeple which lifts you high above it, 
4 nd commands all round except to the south, where Friedrich’s 
battery-height quite shuts you in, and bides even JJnJBft 'Devil's^ 
Hills beyond,—is cheerful and pretty. Village belfrie*, steeples 
and towers; airy green ridges of heights, and intricate greener 
valleys: now rather barer than you like. The Tourist tells 
me, in Friedrich’s time there must have been a great deal 
more of wood than now. 
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, WAat actucUiy befdl at Hochkircli (Saturday 14th 

October 1758). 

Friedrich, for some time,—^probably ever since Wednesday 
morning, when he found the Stromberg was not to be his,— 
had decided to be out of this bad post. In which, clearly 
enough, nothing was to be done, unless Daun would attempt 
something else than more and more intrenching and palisad¬ 
ing himself. Friedrich on the second day (Thursday lath) 
rode across to Weissenberg, to give Retzow his directions, and 
take view of the ground: “ Saturday night, Herr Retzow, sooner 
it cannot be” (Friedrich had aimed at Friday night, but finds 
the provision-convoy cannot possibly be up); “Saturday night, 
in all silence, we sweep round out of this,—we and you;— 
hurl Baden-Durlach about his business ; and are at S chops 
and Reichenbach, and the Silesian Highway open, next morn¬ 
ing, to us Quietly everything is speeding on towards this 
consummation, on Friedrich’s part. But on Daun’s part there 
is,—.started, I should guess, on the very same Thursday,— 
another consummation getting ready, which is to fall-out on 
Saturday morning', fifteen hours before that other, and entirely 
supersede that other I— 

Keith’s opinion, that the Austrians deserve to be hanged if 
they don’t attack us here, is also Loudon’s opinion and Lacy’s, 
and indeed everybody’s,—and at lei»gth Daun’s own; who de¬ 
termines to try something here, if never before or after. His 
plan, all judges admit, was elaborate and good; and was well- 
executed too,—Daun himself presiding over the most critical 
part of the execution. A plan to have ruined almost any Army, 
except this Prussian one and the Captain it chanced to have. 
A universal camisado, or surprisal of Friedrich in his Camp, 
before daylight: everybody knows that it took effect (Hoch- 
kirch, Saturday 14th October 1758, 5 a . m . of a misty morn-* 
igg); nobody expects of an unassisted fellow-creature much 
li^t on ^diubly dark a thing. But the truth is, there are 
ample, accounts, exact, though very chaotic; and the thing. 
Steadily examined, till its essential features extricate them¬ 
selves from the unessential, proves to be not quite so unin¬ 
telligible, and nothing like so destructive, overwhelming and 
ruinous as was supposed. . 

u Tempelho^ ix. saob 
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Datm’s plan is veiy elaborate, and includes a gr«at many 
combinations; all his 90,000 to come inb it, simultaneousljr 
or in succession. * But the first and grandly vital jpart, main¬ 
spring and father to ^Ij the rest, is this: That DaUiV in 
son, after nightfall of Friday, shall, with the pick of hi$*fort«f 
say 30,000 horse and foot, with all their artilleries dfidl tools, 
silently quit his now position in front of Hochkirch, Friedrich'S 
right wing. Shall sweep off, silently to southward afiti left¬ 
ward, by Wuischkc; thence westward and northwatd, by 
northern base of those Devil Mountains, through the sfiaggY 
hollows and thick woods there, hitherto inhabited by 
only, and unknown to the Prussians : forward, ever M'iiditd, 
through the night-watches that way; till hfe has faitly got t6 
the flank of Hochkirch and Friedrich : Dasin to be standing 
there, all round from the southern envjrohs of Hochkirdb, 
westward through the woods, by MeschWitz, Steindhrfel, ^d 
even north to Waditz (if readers will consult their Map'), 
silently enclosing Fiiedrich, as m the bag of a net, in this 
manner ;•—ready every man and gun by about four on Satur¬ 
day morning. Arc to wait for the stroke of five in HodfkitcM 
steeple ; and th ’re and then to begin business,—there first; 
but, on success Z/iere, the whole 90,000 everywhere,-—and to 
draw the strings on Friedrich, and bag and strangle his aston¬ 
ished people and him. 

The difficulty has been to keep it perfectly secret from so 
vigilant a man as Friedrich: but Daun has completely suc¬ 
ceeded. Perhaps Friedrich’s eyes have been a little diinmed 
by contempt of Daun : Daun, for the last tWo days especially, 
has been more diligent than ever to palisade himself on every 
point; nothing, seemingly, on hand but felling woods, build¬ 
ing abatis, against some dangerous Lion’s-Spring. They say 
also, he detected a traitor in his Camp ; traitor carrying Dei- 
Hers to Friedrich under pretence of fresh eggs,—one of the 
eggs blown, and a Note of Daun's ProceduteS su bsti tuted at 
yolk. “You are dead, sirrah,” said Daun} “hoisted to the 
“ highest gallows; Are not you ? But put-in a llfote of riiy 
“ dictating, and your beggarly life is saved." Retzow lunior, 
though there is no evidence except of the cittumstatttial kind, 
thinks this current story may be tTqe.i* ’Certain it is* Neither 
Friednch nor any of hie people had the least suSpicioh 

^ 'Retvbw, £. 147 . 
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jPaun*3 project* tlUl tlie tntoment it exploded oii them^ when 
the dock at Hocbkirch attack five. IDaun, in the last two 
hs(id been felling even more ttees than they ate aware 
fi^,-v.^th<nii3and3 of trees in those Devil’s wil<!ernesses to Fried- 
ridfs right; and has secretly hewn himself roads, passable 
tiy night for men and ammunition-wagons there and in front 

of Fn^ich, especially Hochkirch way, Daun seems busier 
than Wer felling wood, this Friday night; numbers of people 
#itnnij|g about with axes, with lanterns over there, as if in the 
Ipdsh it hurry, and making a great deal of noise. “ Intending 
xdtreal for 2 ittaa tomorrowthinks Friedrich, as the false 
egg>ycik had taught him; or merely, “That poor precautionary 
fe^bwJ*’ supposing the false yolk a myth. In short, Daun has 
got through his nocturnal wildernesses with perfect success. 
And stands, dreamt-of by no enemy, in the places appointed 
for his 30,000 and him; and that poor old clock of Hochkirch, 
unweade^y grunting forward to the stroke of five, will strike-up 
ybmetliing it is little expecting I— 

The Prussians, have vedettes, pickets and small outposts 
df Frefrcorps people scattered about within their border of that 
Austrian Wood, the body of which, about Hochkirch as every¬ 


where else, belongs wholly to Croats. Of course there are guard- 
leurties, sentries duly vigilant, in the big Battery to south-east 
of HochWch,—and along south-westward in that potence, or 
fore-arm ^f Four Battalions, whicl\ are stationed there. Four 
good Battriions looking southward there, with Cavalry to right; 
Ziethen’s Cavalry,—whose horses stand saddled through the 
night, rea^ always for the nocturnal “ Pandourade," which 
Seldom fails,them. There, as elsewhere, are the due vigilances, 
watchmen, 'Vatch-fires. The rest of the Prussian Army is in 
its blankets, ^wholly asleep, while Daun stands waiting for the 
stroke of five* 


That Dadfi, bursting-in with his chosen 30,000, will tran^- 
jple-down the rieeping Prussian pdtence at Hochkirch; capture 
*ts big Battery to left, its Village of Hochkirch to rear, and do 
i^ctepsivetruin t>n the whole right wing of Friedrich; rendering 
Friedrich evtttWhere dn easy conquest to the rest of Daun’s 
people, who si^nd, far and wide, duty posted and prepared, 
waiting only tib^ir signal from Hocb^ch: much of tHs, aU 
of,it te^t h^ ngard to Hochkirch Battery and Village, and 
thePrttfsIans stmoned there, Daun did execute. And leaders. 


i 
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from the data they have got, mvist conceive the manner of it, 
—human description of the next Two Hours, about Hochkirch, 
in the thick darkness there, and stormful sudden inroad, aiMi 
stormful resistanc^^ made, being manifestly an impossible 
Nobody was massacred in his bed,” as the sympathetic^ga^ 
zetteers fancied; nobody was killed, that I hear of, witjitottt 
arms in his hand: but plenty of people perished, fier^ie Of 
humour, on both sides ; and from half-past five till towards 
eight, there was a general blaze of fiery chaos pushiijig-out 
ever and anon, swallowed in the belly of Night again, stfch aS 
was seldom seen in this world. Instead of confused <fctailS, 
and wearisome enumeration of particulars, which nobody 
would listen to or understand, we will give one intelligent 
young gentleman’s experience, our friend Tempelhof s,\ who 
stood in this part of the Prussian Line; experience distinct 
and indubitable to us ; and which was pretty accurately sym¬ 
bolical, I otherwise see, of what befell on all points there¬ 
abouts. Faithfully copied, and in the essential parts not even 
abridged, here it is : 

Tempclhof, at that lime a subaltern of artillery, was stationed with 
a couple of a4-pouiHler& in attendance on the liattalion Plolhow^ which 
with three ollieis and some cavalry lay to the south side of Ho^hkircb, 
forming a Icind of lore-aun or pofeme there to right of the big Battery, 
with their lear to Ilochkirch; and keeping vedettes and free-corps 
parties spread-out into the woods and DeviPs Hills ahead, fetnpelhof 
had risen about three, as usual; had his guns and gunners ready; and 
was standing by the watch-fue, ' expecting the customary Batndourade,* 
and what form it would take this morning. “ Close onj&ve o’clock; 
and not a mouse stirring! We aie not to have our Pandovrade, then?” 
On a sudden, noise bursts-out; noise enough, sharp finfe among the 
Free-corps people; fire growing ever sharper, noisier, fo; the next half 
hour, but nothing whatevci to be seen. ‘ Battalion Plo^iow had^soon 

* got its clothes on, all to the spatterdashes; and took to right aud 

* left of the flkhc^ and of my two guns, in front of it/ post; ?xttt on 
\ account of the thick fog everything was totally dafk. I fired off 
‘ my caimons’ (shall we say straight southward?) learn whether 

* there was anything in front of us. No answer: there— 

* Pshaw, a mere crackery {G^knacher) of Pandours aud ourJFrCc-corps 

* people, after all!” But the noise grew louder, and (^e ever nSarer; 

* I tum^ my guns towards it' (southward, south-eas^ard, or perhaps 
a gun each way ?)—' and here we had a salvo in reponse, from some 

* battalions "who seemed to be two hundred yards jfr so ahead. The 

* Battalion Plothow hereupon gave fire; I too plied my cannons what 

* 1 could,—and had perhaps ddivered fifteen doubfe shots from them, 



Ch*p.fUV. BATTLE OF HOCHKIRCH. 7*3 

)t4thOct 1758. 

■* when at once I tumbled to the ground, and lost all consciousness* for 
^ome miontes or moments. ^ 

Awakening with the blood runnii^ down his face, poor Tempelhof 
concluded it had been a musket-shot in the hes^; but on getting to 
his hands and knees, he found the place ‘ full of Austrian grenadiers, 
‘ who had crept*in through our tents to rear; and that it had been a 
‘ knock with the butt of the musket from one of those fellows, and not 

* a bullet,' that had struck him down. Battalion Plothow, assailed on 
^ sides, resisted on all sides; and Tempelhof saw from the ground,-— 
I suppose, by the embers of walcbfires, and by rare flashes of musketry, 
for did not fire much, having no room, but smashed and stabbed 
and cut, —' an infantry fight which in murderous intensity surpasses 

* ims^lination. I was taken prisoner at this turn; but soon after got 

* delivered by our cavalry r^ain.’*® 

This latter circumstance, of being delivered by the Cavalry, 
I hnd to be of frequent occurrence in that first act of the busi¬ 
ness there: the Prussian Battalion, surprised on front and 
rear, always makes murderous fight for itself; is at last over¬ 
whelmed, obliged to retire, perhaps opening its way by bay¬ 
onet-charge ;—upon which our Cavalry (Zicthen’s, and others 
that gathered to him) cutting-in upon the disordered surprisers, 
cut them into flight, rescue the prisoners, and for a time rein¬ 
state matters. The Prussian battalions do not run (nobody 
runs); but when repulsed by the endless odds, rally again. 
The big Cattery is not to be had of them without fierce and 
dogged struggle; and is retaken more than once or twice. 
Still fiercer, more dogged, was the -struggle in Hochkirch Vil¬ 
lage ; especially in Hochkirch Church and Churchyard,— 
whither the Battalion Margraf-Karl had flung themselves; the 
poor Village soon taking fire about them. Soon taking fire, 
and continuing to be a scene of capture and recapture, by the 
flame-light; while Battalion Margraf-Karl stood with invincible 
stubbornness, pouring death from it; not to be compulsed by 
the raging tide of Austrian grenadiers; not by ‘ six Austrian 
battalions,’ by ‘ eight,’ or by never so many. Stood at bay 
Ijjiere; leveling whole masses of them,—till its cartridges were 
spent, all to one or two per man; and Major Lange, the 
heroic Ca^in of it, said, “We shall have to go, then, my 
men; let us cut ourselves through I”—^and did so, in an hon¬ 
ourably invincible manner ; some brave remnant actually 
getting through, with Lange himself wounded to death. 

1 thiak it was not till towards six o'clock that tbfi right 

<3 Tempelhof u. 39411. 
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wing generally became aware what the case was: “More tha4 
a Pandourade, yes—though what it might be, in the thhSt 
fog which had Men, blotting-out all vestiges of daylight, nobody 
could well say. Rallied Battalions, tdaforced by this or 1 m 
other Battalion hurrying-up from leftward, always chargb-ija 
upon the enemy, in Hochkirch or wherever he is busy; gene¬ 
rally push him back into the Night; but are then fallen-upon 
on both flanks by endless new strength, and obliged tO dm# 
back in turn. And Ziethen’s Horse, in the mean wlnle, do 
execution; breaking-in on the tumultuous victors; ileW Cui¬ 
rassiers, Gensdarmes dashing-up to help, so soon as saddls^, 
and charging with a wiU: so that, on the whole, the eislmy, 
variously attempting, could make nothing of us on that west¬ 
ern, or rearward side,—thanks mainly to Ziethen ahd the 
Horse. “ Had we but waited till three or four of our Bat¬ 
talions had got up!" say the Prussian narrators. But it ii 
thick mist; few yards ahead you cannot see at all, unless it 
be flame ; and close at hand, all things and figures waver ihdis- 
tinct,— hairy outlines of blacker shadows on a ground of t^adk. 

It must have been while Lange was still fighting, perhaps 
before Lange took to the Church of Hochkirch, scarcely later 
than half-past six (but nobody thought of pulling-out his watch 
in such a business!)—about six, or half-past six, when Keith, 
who has charge of this wing, and lodges somewhere below or 
north of Hochkirch, came^to understand that his big Battery 
was taken; that here was such a Pandourade as had not been 
before; and that, of a surety, said Battery must be retaken. 
Keith springs on horseback; hastily takes ^Battalion Kan- 
nacker’ and several remnants ol others ; rushes upwards, 

• leaving Hochkirch a little to right; direct upon the big Bat- 

* tery.’ Recaptures the big Battery. But is set-upon by over¬ 
whelming multitudes, bent to have it back; —^is passionate 
for new assistance in this vital point; but can get none*; had 
Iseen ‘ disarted by both his Aide-de-camps,' says poor J 6 hn 
Tebay, a wandering English horse-soldier, who JiStehds hiA 
as mounted groom; ‘ asked twenty times, and tW|!nty more, 
“ Where are my Aide-de-camps I” but doiild get flo re- 

Cockcey and Goudy' hfc calls whose Father the 

KfliJIr we have seen, and whose $ell)^*-*who both m4i i& Stoseession, stni^ 
into Hoefahhth a,^ the less (kq;)erate pldce, according to Tebay s see 
to Mitcheih * Crossen, October spth* (m metnoir* ^imdPa^ei^ H. 
la prohA^f trae every word« allowing for Tebay^H temper; bat is highly gldtc4»hcv« 
able, th<^h not entirely so after many readings and re$eardiingB» 
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i^rtjtise Or reinforcement; and at length, quite surrounded and 
bWwhelmed, had to retire ; opening his way by the bayonet; 
aha before long, suddenly stopping short,—falling dead into 
Thba/s arms; shot through the heart. Two shots on the 
)%ht Mde he had not regarded; but this on the left side was 
fhial: Keith’s fightings are suddenly all done. Tebay, in 
distraction, tried much to bring away the body; but could by 
nb present means; distractedly ‘ rid for a coachfound, on 
retturn, that the Austrians had the ground, and the body of 
his master; Hochkirch, Church and all, now undisputedly 
thi^ce. 

Tb appearance, it was this news of Keith’s repulse (I 
know not whether of Keith’s death as yet) that first roused 
Friedrich to a full sense of what was now going on, two miles 
to south of him. Friedrich, according to his habits, must 
have been awake and afoot when the Business first broke out; 
though, for some considerable time, treating it as nothing 
but a common crackery of Pandours. Already, finding the 
PandoUrade louder than usual, he had ordered out to it one 
battalion and the other that lay handy: but now he pushes 
forward several battalions under Franz of Brunswick (his 
youngest Brother-in-law), with Margraf Karl and Prince Mo¬ 
ritz: "Swift you, to Hochkirch yonder!”—and himself springs 
on horseback to deal with the affair. Prince Franz of Bruns¬ 
wick, poor young fellow, cheerily ,oming on, near Hochkirch 
had his head shom-off by a cannon-ball. Moritz of Dessau, 
too, * riding within twenty yards of the Austrians, ’ so dark 
Was it, he so near-sighted, got badly hit,—and soon after, 
driving to Bautzen for surgery, was made prisoner by Pan¬ 
dours never fought again, ‘ died next year of cancer in the 
lip.^ Nothing but triumphant Austrian shot and cannon-shot 
going yonder; these battalions too have to fall back with sore 
lots. j 

^ Friedrich himself by this time, is forward in the thick of 
the tumult, with another body of battalions; storming furi 
ously, aktttg, has his horse shot imder him; storms through, 
‘ sttccessftSiy, by the other side of Hochkirch’ (Hochkirch to 
his left):—but finds, as the mist gradually sinks, a ring of 
Austrians massed ahead, on the Heights; as ftir as Stein- 

^ In (i. 3S9-290) his dangerous adventures on the road Bautsen, 

iu ims wounded c».hditr(m. 
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ddrfel and farther, a general continent of Austrians enclosing 
all the south and south-west; and, in fact, that here is now 
nothing to be done. That the question of his flank is settled; 
that the question ifow is of his front, which the appointed Aus¬ 
trian parties are now upon attacking. Question especially of 
the Heights of Drehsa, and of the Pass and Brook of Dr^sa 
(rearward of his centre part), where his one retreat will lie, 
Steindorfel being now lost. Part first of the Affair is ended; 
Part second of it begins. 

Rapidly enough Friedrich takes his new measures. Seizes 
Drehsa Height, which will now be key of the field; dis¬ 
patches Mbllendorf thither (MoUendorf our courageous Leu- 
then friend); who vigorously bestirs himself; gets hold of 
Drehsa Height before the enemy can; Ziethen cooperating 
on the Heights of Kumschutz, Canitz and other points of 
vantage. And thus, in effect, Friedrich pulls-up his tom 
right skirt (as he is doing all his other skirts) into new com¬ 
pact front against the Austrians; so that, in that south-western 
part especially, the Austrians do not try it farther; but ‘retire 
at full gallop,’ on sight of this swift seizure of the Keys by 
MoUendorf and Ziethen. Friedrich also dispatches instant 
order to Retzow, to join him at his speediest. Friedrich 
everywhere rearranges himself, hither, thither, with skilful 
rapidity, in new Line of Bj^tle; still hopeful to dispute what 
is left of the field;—longing much that Retzow could come 
on wings. 

By this time (towards eight, it I might guess) Day has 
got the upper hand; the Daun Austrians stand visible on 
their Ring of Heights all round, behind Hochkirch and our 
late Battery, on to westward and northward, as far as Stein¬ 
dorfel and Waditz;—extremely busy rearranging themselves 
ipto something of line; there being much confusion, much 
simmering about in clumps and gaps, after such a tussle. In 
front of us, to eastward, the appointed Austrian are 

proceeding to attack: but in daylight, and with our eyes ppen, 
it is a thing of difficulty, and does not prosper as Hochkirch 
did. Duke D’Ahremberg, on their extreme right, had in 
charge tq burst-in upon our left, so soon as he saw Hochkirch 
done: D’Ahremberg does try; as do others in their places, 
near Efaun; but with comparatively little success. D’Aho 
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remberg, meting something of check or hindrance where be 
tried, pauses, for a good while, till he ^e how others prosper. 
Their grand chance is their superiority of number; and the 
fact that Friedrich can try nothing upon tk$m, but must stand 
painfidly on the defensive till Retzow come. To Friedrich, 
RetzOw seems hugely slow about it. But the truth is, Baden- 
Ourlach, with his 20,000 of Reserve, has, as per order, made 
attack on Retzow, 20,000 against 12 : one of the feeblest 
attacks conceivable; but sufficient to detain Retzow till he 
get it repulsed. Retzow is diligent as Time, and will be here. 

Meanwhile, the Austrians on front do, in a sporadic way, 
attack and again attack our batteries and posts; especially that 
big Battery of Thirty Guns, which we have to north of Rode- 
Witz. The Austrians do take that Battery at last; and are be¬ 
ginning again to be dangerous,—the rather as D’Ahremberg 
seems again to be thinking of business. It is high time Ret¬ 
zow were here! Few sights could be gladder to Friedrich, 
than the first glitter of Retzow’s vanguard,—horse, under Prince 
Eugen of Wurtemberg,—beautifully wending down from Weis- 
senberg yonder; skilfully posting themselves, at Belgern and 
elsewhere, as thorns in the sides of D’Ahremberg (sharp enough, 
on trial by D’Ahremberg). Followed, before long, by Retzow 
himself; serenely crossing Lobau Water; and, with great ce¬ 
lerity, and the best of skill, likewise posting himself,—hope¬ 
lessly to D’Ahremberg, w^o tries nothing farther. The sun 
is now shining; .it is now fen of the day. Had Retzow come 
an hour sooner;—before we lost that big Battery and other 
things I But he could come no sooner; be thankful he is here 
at last, in such an overawing manner, 

Friedrich, judging that nothing now can be made of the 
affair, orders retreat. Retreat, which had been getting schemed, 
I suppose, and planned in the gloom of the royal mind, ever 
since loss of that big Battery at Rodewilz. Little to occupy, 
him, in this interim; except indignant waiting, rigorously 
sfcadju^and some languid interchange of cannon-shot between 
the parties^ Retreat is to Klein-Bautzen neighbourhood (new 
headqtiartcr Doberschiitz, outposts Kreckwitz and Purschwitz); 
four miles or so to north-west. Rather a shifting of your ground, 
which astonishes the military reader ever since, than a retreat¬ 
ing such as the common run of us expected. Done in the usual 
masterly manner ; part after part wending off, Retzow standing 
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minatory here, M^^llendorf minatory there, in the sojt^ ^asi- 
jFhythmic sequence; Cavalry all drawm-out between jB«dgem 
and Kreckwitz, baggage-wagons filing through the |*aira of 
Prehsa;—not aj)i Austrian meddling with it, less (jir more ; 
Daun and his Austrians standing in their ring of miles, 
gazing into it like stone statues their regiments being ntiU in 
a confused state,—and their Daun an extremely slow gemde- 
inan.i® 

And in this manner Friedrich, like a careless swimmer 
caught in the Mahlstrom, has not got swallowed in it; but haa 
made such a buffeting of it, he is here out of it again, without 
bone broken,—not, we hope, without instruction from the ad¬ 
venture. He has lost loi pieces of cannon, most of his tents 
and camp-furniture; and, what is more irreparaWe, Above 
8,000 of his brave people, 5,381 of them and 119 OflScers 
(Keith and Moritz for two) either dead or captive. In men 
the Austrian loss, it seems, is not much lower, some say is 
rather a shade higher; by their own account, 325 Ofilcers, 
5,614 rank and file, killed and wounded,—^not reckoning 1,000 
prisoners they lost to us, and * at least 2,000’ who took that 
chance of deserting in the intricate dark woods.^^ 

Friedrich, all say, took his punishment in a wonderfully 
cheerful manner. De Catt the Reader, entering to him that 
evening as usual, the King advanced, in a tragic declamatory 
attitude ; and gave him, ^’^th propOr voice and gesture, an ap¬ 
propriate passage of Racine: 

“ Enfin aprh un an, tu me revois, Arhak, 

Non plus romme autrefois eet heitreux Miihridak, 

Qui, de Rome toujours balan<^o»i le deftist, 

Tenait entre elh et moi Punivers incertaitt. 

Je stiis vaincu; Pomfie a said Pmianietge 
D’une nuit qui iaissait peu de plaee au eodntgi; 

Mes soldats presque nus, * * 

Not a little to De Catt's comfort. t During the retreat itself, 
Retzow Junior had come, as Papa’s Aide-de-camp, with"a*me 3 fe- 
age to the King; found him on the hwghts af Ki<gn Bautzen, 
watching the movements. Message with, the Kin^ said, 
in a smiling tone, " Daun has played me a slippery trick to- 

W TenpelkoC H- I Seyferth, Beplagtn, ii, 43»'-433: ffetdtn-Gesd^Hk, v. 

&c <. c. 

U TempisJlvrf, ii, but p. 57 S 

>4 RSdeith^ i 354 
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“ day r’ *• I have seen it>’' answered Retzow; “ but it is only 
** a sdtatcbt which ycuir Majesty will soon manage to heal 
“ again,''—“ GlmitEr $^es. Do you think go « Kot only I, 
*' but the whole Army firmly believe it your Majesty."— 
Vott are quite right” added the King, in a confidentially 
cah^ way; “ We will manage Daun. What I lament is, the 
number of brave men that have died this morning.”^* On 
the morrow, he was heard to say publicly: " Daun has let us 
“ iMft of check-mate; the game is not lost yet. Wc will rest 
“ ourselves here, a few days ; then go for Silesia, and deliver 
“ Neisse." The Aaccdote-Books (perhaps not mythically) add 
this : *• Wh^e are all your guns, though?" said the King to an 
ArtilliE^ryman, standing vacant on parade, next day. " Ihro 
** MaJestMt, the Devil ^le them all, last night!"—Hm, well, 
** We must have them back from him. ” 2 ° 

JMothing immoderately depressive in Hochkirch, it appears; 
—though, alas, oti the fourth day after, there came a message 
from Baireuth ; which did strike one down : " My noble Wil- 
" heimina dead; died in the very hours while we were fighting 
here 1 ”*^ Readers must conceive it: coming unexpected 
more or less, blade as sudden universal hurricane, on the 
heart of the man; a sorrow sacred, yet immeasurable, irre- 
mediaMe to him; as if the sky too were falling on his head, in 
aid of the mean earth and its ravenings :—of all this there can 
nothing be said at present. Friedrich’s one relief seems to 
have been the necessity laid on hiifi of perpetual battling with 
outward business;—we may fancy, in the rapid weeks follow¬ 
ing, how much was lying at all times in the background of his 
mind suppressed into its caves. 

Daun, it appears, was considerably elated ; spent a great 
deal of his time, so precious just at present, in writing des¬ 
patches, in congratulating and being congratulated ;—did an 
elaborate Te^Deum, or Ambrosian Song, in artillery and vox 
which with the adjuncts, say splenetic people, as at 
Koliwwensibly assisted Friedrich’s affairs. Daun was by no 
xneans of|»raggart turn ; but the recognition of his matchless 
achievement by the garetteer public, whether in exultation or 
in lamentation, was loud and universal; and the joy, in Vienna 

** Ri'tsow, L sajn. W Archenholt*, i. 299 

On a Commp(i £u$inesa»Let|;0)r CO Priiice HenrK * DoberschHtz, z8th Ortobei 
RU<id«*u bit of Autoii^ca^h j ** 6n»#wif Satur da — 

(Schanbig> Dir ^tebtnjdkk^t^c noth dirOtigittiti^Corrfs^endins^. dan 
SiaaU^Afthtven; Potsdam, 1851; {. aBy.) 
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and the cognate quarters, knew no bounds for the time being. 
Thus, among other tokgns, the Holiness of our Lord the Pope, 
blessing Heaven for such success against the Heretic, was 
pleased to send hi#n a Consecrated Hat and Sword,”-—such 
as the old Popes were wont, very long ago, to bestow on dis¬ 
tinguished Champions against the Heathen,—(much jeci«d at, 
and crowed over, by a profane Friedrich®^): ‘the effect of 

* which miraculous furnishings/ says Tempe^of, ‘turned Out 
‘ to be that the Feldmarschall never gained any success more;’ 
•—in fact, except that small thing on Finck next Year, never 
any, as it chanced, Daun had withdrawn to his old camp, on 
the day of Hochkirch ; leaving only a detachment on the field 
there: it was not for six or seven days more that he stepinoUl 
to the Krcckwitz and Purschwilz neighbourhood ; more within 
sight of his vanquished enemy,—^but nothing like vigilant 
enough of what might still be in him, after such vanquishing ! 
—Wc must spare this Note, for the sake of a heroic kind of 
man*, who had not too much of reward in the world : 

‘ Tebay could not recover Keith’s body; Croats had the plundering 

* of Keith; other Austrians, not of Croat kind, carried the dead General 

* into Hochkirch Church: Lacy’.s emotion on recognising him there,-— 

* like a tragic gleam of his own youth suddenly brought back to him, 

* as in star-light, piercing and sad, from twenty-years distance,—is well 

* known in IJooks. On the morrow, Sunday October 15th, Keith had 

* honourable soldier’s-burial ll)ere,—“twelve cannon” salvoing thrice, 

* and “the whole Corps of Cqjloredo” with their muskets thrice; Lacy 
‘as chief mourner, not without team. Four months after, by royal 
‘ order, Keith’s body was conveyed to Berlin; reinterred in Berlin, in 

* a stiil more solemn j)uhhc manner, with all the honours, all the re- 

* grets; and JCeith slecj>s now in the Garni on-Kirche :"*-far from bonnie 

* Jnvemgie; the hoarse sea-winds and caverns of Dunoltar singing 

* vague requiem to his honourable line and him, in the imaginations of 
‘ some fcMr. “My Brother leaves me a noble legacy,” said the old 

* Lord Maiisrhal: “ last ycai he had Bohemia under ratisom; and his 
“ personal estate is 70 ciurals” (about 25/.)*” 

‘ In Hochkirch Church there is still, not in the Churchyard as for- 

* mcrly, a fine, modestly impressive Monument to Keith; motJ ;1 
•of black marble on a Pedestal of gray,—and, in gold letters, an 

* Inscription nf)l easily surpassable in the lapidary way*. * * 

* DuM in Pn^liUO NON PROCUt ItTNC InCUNATAM $UORt/M ACIRM 

MeNTE MANU voce ET ZXZMVhO ReSTITUEW PtOKANfi UT 

« (Bustris di xv. jras, 194, &c,: in Prm^s, ib 196, ccimpleie 

List of tKet»e poor Pieces: which are hearty, not hypocritical, in thtlr contemptuous 
hilarity, nave hale other xndrit. 

^ Vamhaipini, p. ss^u 



diap.^iv. BATTLE OF HOCHKIRCH. 81 

';?i|Ml.Oct.-9th Nov. J7 s8. 

OccUBUit. D. XIV. OcTOBRlst'r These ^rds go 

* dang lOf ^teeL** Friedricb^s sorroytr over him 

^ high eniogi^s, txirSmemeM^^) is' itself a monument, 

f .Tvs^ aic^, iCdth l^ from his Master a Statue, in Berlin. 

y?‘Qne M;FOT^ to the Four jhost dese^ing: ScHwerin (1771), Win- 

Keith (when?),*®-—which stxU stand 

* in the Wilhelm Platz there. 

f Hochkirch Church li^ been rebuilt in late years; a spaOious airy 
‘Church, with galleries, and requisites, especially with free air, light 
‘and cleanliness. Capable perhaps of 1,500 sitters; half of them 
‘ Wends. “ Above 700 skeletons, in one heap, were dug out, in cut- 
ytifig tile ^ew foundations, The strong outer Door of the old Church, 
should think, is still retained in that capacity; still shows 
^ half-a-do;^n rough big (ivL^L^x-keykoles, torn through it in dif- 

‘ fereht parts, and daylight shining in, where the old bullets passed. 

‘ The Keith Monument, perhaps four feet high, is on the flagged floor, 

‘ left side of the pulpit, close by the wall,—“the bench where Keith’s 
“ body lay has had to be cased in new plank” (zinc would be better) 

“ against the knives of tourists. ” ’ 

V bid XiOrd Marischal,—George, Mar^chald'Ecasse" 
always signs himself,—was by this time seventy-two; King’s 
Gkjvernor of Neufchdtel, for a good while past and to come' 
(i 7S4"I763). In “James,** the junior, but much the stronger 
and more solid, he has lost, as it were, a father and younger! 
brother at once; father, under beautiful conditions ; and the 
tears of the old man are natural and affecting. Ten years 
older than his Brother ; and survived him still twenty years. 
An excellent cheery old soul, he to»; honest as the sunlight, 
with a fine smalj vein of gaiety, and ‘pleasant wit/ in him: 
what a treasure to Friedrich at Potsdam, in the coming years; 
and how much loved by him (almost as one boy loves another), 
all readers would be surprised to discover. Some hints of him 
will perhaps be allowed us farther on. 

Sequel bf Hochkirth; the Campaign ends in a Way surprising to 

anattefttivePublic (azd October—2othNovember 1758). • 

r 

« followed upon Hochkirch five weeks of rapid events; 
such as nobody had been calculating on. To the reader, so 

^ hxtR 0 Se^eck, i. 140, Given also (very nearly correct) in Cerres^tdi’nce of 

,11011776 as 

.. ___ _ - up» A very inte¬ 
resting CoQection of LctUrs^ those of hisedited idth the ttsual darkness, or rather 
more. ^ 

*® Nicolai (BeschreiBung der X r03. soi) gives these dates for 

the Th«e, and for Keith's no date. V ”* ^ 

YOU mu, c 
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weary of marchings, manceuvrings, surpriszJs, carapitigS and 
details of war, not tns^py words, we hope, may render these 
results conceivable. 

Friedrich stayed ten days, refitting himself, in that Camp 
of Klein Bautzen, on one of the branches of the Spree. Daun, 
who had lefired to his old strong place, on the 14th, eolSafcely 
occupying Hochkirch Field at all, catnc out in about a W«eh} 
and took a strong post aear Friedrich ; not attempting dhy- 
Ihing upon him, but watching him, now better within Sight. 
Friedrich's fixed intention is, to march to Neisse ail the same; 
what probably Daun, under the shadow of his laurels and his 
new Papal Hat, may not have considered possible, with dm 
road to Neisse blocked by 80,000 men, Friedrich has fitted 
himself with the requisite new cannon and furnitures, frttm 
Dresden; especially with Prince Henri and 6,000 foot and 
horse,—led by Pnntc Henri in person; so Prince Henri w<mld 
have It, the capricious little man; and that Finck should he 
left in Saxony instead of him. All which we^Cns Saxony not 
a little. But Fnediich hopes the Reichs Ariny is a feeble 
article , ill-off for provision in those parts, and not likely to' 
attempt very much on the sudden. Accordingly ; 

Fiiedrich marches, <tiie^matically, not on Glogmt, but oH Hekh- 
cnbach and Got Ids; to Daun's Astonishment. 

dnndav Ll oiiiti; Octobi. r Convoy of many wagons quits Bwtzen 
(Bautzen Propel, not the Village, but the Town), laden with all the 
wounded of Iloehkireli; .’hove ■5,000 by count, to catty them iO DrCb- 
denfordehbeiatesuigt'iy Keith’sTebay, Ipcrceive, isinthis ConvOy ; 
not ill hurt, but willing to he in Hospital a little, and consider. These 
poor fellows cannot ge-t to Diesdcn : on Ine second day, a BNtun De¬ 
tachment, hussaring about in those parts, i» announced ahead; and 
(by new order from lie‘adquarltrs) the CottVoy tains northwards for 
Hoyorswerda,—(to Tebay’s disgust with the Commandant; “shied 
^06,” says 'I'eb.iy, “for twelve Ims&ars !”**)—and, 1 think, in the ftnd, 
went on to Hlogau instead of Diesden. ‘Wnch was very fortunate for 
Tclwy and the olhtis The poor wounded being thus dis^^nd of, 
3 <'rie<irich next n.ght, .u 10 o’clock, M-onday In the softest manner, 

l.U'hevoft his Bakery and Army Stores a Wttm way, northward, down 
tiie Spree Valley, on the western fork of th^ $pree (forlt faithest from 
Daun); follows, himself, w i(h the lest of the Army, nest evening, dowh 
the eastern also nortliwatd. *' Going for Glogail,” thinks fMnn, 
when the hussars report alxiut it (lute on Tuesday night): “Let him 

W Second Letter feota Tebay, in bfirctoell, 
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go, if he &ney that a roa4 1^ Neisse f But, indeed, what other shift 
has he/* considers i)aun, but to try rallyhjg at Gltogau yonder, safe 
under the guns ?**—and is ttCrt in the slightest haste about this new 
matter, ^ 

United with his baggage-eolumn, Friedrkh proceeds notfth-ea&t- 
Spree stUfi^rthward or north-eastward; encamps there, 
hours of Tuesday; no Daun heeding him. Before day- 
however, Friedrich is again on foot; in several columns now, 
fbr the bad country-ioads ahead >---and ha$ struck straight 
WaTd> if Datra were noting him- And, in the afternoon of Wednesday, 
t>auh is astonished to loam that this wily Enemy is arrived in Reich- 
onbaeh vicinity; sweepk^-in our poor posts thereabouts; immovably 
aatride of the Silesian Highway, after all! An astonished Daun hastens 
otft, what he can, to take survey of the sudden Phenomenon. Tries it, 
Xie;it day and next, with his l>est Loudons and appliances; finds that 
tWji Phenomenon can actually march to Neisse ahead of him, indifferent 
to Pandohrs, or giving them as good as they bring;—^and that nothing 
but a battle and beating (could we rashly dream of such a thing, which 
we caimot} will prevent it. “Very well, then !” Daun strives to say. 
And lets the Phenomenon march {/ram Gorlitz, October 30M); I.oudon 
harassif^ the rear Of it, for some days; not without counter harass¬ 
ment, much waste of cannonading, and ruin to several poor Lausitz 
Villages by fire,^—“Prussians scandalously burn them, when we attack T* 
says Loudon. Till, at last, huding this march impregnably arranged, 
‘split into two routes,'and ready for all dunces, Loudon also with- 
<lraws to more promising business. Poor General Ret/ow Senior -was 
of this march; absolutely could not be excused, though fallen ill of 
dysentery, like to die;—and did die, the day after he got to Schweid- 
nitz, when the difiicalties and excitement Vere over.®* 

Of Friedrich^s anarch, onward from Gorlitz, we shall say 
notlutig farther, except that the very wind of it was salvatory 
to his Silesian Fortresses and interests. That at Neisse, on 
and after November tst,—^which is the third or second day of 
Friedrich’s march,—^General Treskow, Commandant of Neisse, 
found the bombardment slacken more and more (" King of 
Prussia coming,” said the Austrian deserters to us) ; and 
that, on November 6tfa, Treskow, looking out from Neisse,* 
fotmd4te» Austrian trenches raipty, Generals Harsch and De- 
ville hurrvi^ over the HUls homewards,—pickings to be had of 
them by Tresko^,—and Neisse Siege a thing finished.®® It 
had lasted, in the way of blockade and half-blockade, for about 

5 Tttmjifelhol, ii. 34»-347* ^ •• i. 37a. 

® T 4 gibi 4 €/^ ftc.v Diary of ehe Siege ofNeui^e/ 4th August,—26i;h October,— 
6th KovrmW nsS, A.m. suddesfty'J, b Seyferth* Beytagen^ li. 468-472: Tre^ 
kow’2 owu V'ritmg; knef aod clear, Heidi4*Q*sthickief v* 26^270. 
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three months; Deville, for near one month, half-blockading, 
then Harsch (since September 30th) wholly blockading, with 
Deville under him, and an army of 20.000 ; though the actual 
cannonade, very fierce, but of no effect, could not b<^n till 
little more than a week ago,-r-so difficult the getting-up irfaiago* 
material in those parts. Kosel, under Commandant Ekttoift 
whose praises, like Treskow’s, weie great,—-had Stood four 
months of Pandour blockading and assaulting, which also had 
to take itself away on advent of Friedrich. Of Friedrich, OR 
his return-journey, we shall hear again before long; but in the 
mean while must industriously follow Daun. 

I 

FeldmarscJiall Daun and the Reichs Army try some Siej^ of 

Dresden (9th-16th November). 

October 30///, Daun, seeing Neisse Siege as good as gone to watttr, 
decided with himself that he could still do a far more important stroke; 
capture Dresden, get hold of Saxony in Friedrich^s absence. Daun 
turned round fiom Reichenbach, accordingly; and, at his slow-footed 
pace, addressed himself to that new errand. Had he made better dis¬ 
patch, or even been in better luck, it is very possible he might have 
done something there. In Dresden, and in Governor Schmettau with 
his small garrison, thcie is no strength for a siege ; in Saxony is no¬ 
thing but some pooi remnant under Finck, much of it Free-corps and 
light people: capable of being swallowed by the Reichs Army itself, 
—were the Reichs Army enterprising, or in good circumstances other¬ 
wise. It is true the Russians have quitted Colberg as impossible; and 
are flowing homewards dragged by hunger: the little Dohna Ao'my 
will, therefore, march for Saxony; the little Anti-Swedish Army, under 
Wedell, has likewise been mostly oidered thither; both at their quick¬ 
est. For Daun, all turns on dispatch; loiter a little, and Fri^rich 
himself will be here again ! 

Daun, I have no doubt, stirred his slow feet tlie fastest he could. 
November •jth, Daun was in the neighbourhood of Pirna Country again, 
had his Bridge at Pirna, for communication ; urged the Reichs Army 
to bestir itself, Now or never. Reichs Anny did push-oul 4 little 
against Finck; made him leave tliat perpetual Camp of Galimig, take 
new camps, Kesselsdorf and elsewhere; and at length made l^^hoot 
across Elbe, to the north-west, on a pontoon bridge below wfeden, 
with retreating loom to northward, and ^heller undei* the^guns of that 
City. Rekhs Army lias likewise made powerful detachments for cap¬ 
ture of I.c^p^ig and the uorth-weslehi towns ; capture of Torgau, the 
Magazine town, first of all t summon them, with force evidently over- 
poweruig, ^*Free-withdiawid, if you don’t resist; and if you do—-f' 
—At 'iTorgau there was actual attempt made (November rath), rather 
elaborate and dangerous-|ooking; tmder Haddick, with near xo,ooo 
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the ‘ Austrian^auxiliary* sort; to whom the old Comn^andant, 
judging Wedell, the late Anti-Swedish Wedell, to be now near,— 
rushed out with ‘ 300 men and one big gtmV and made such a firing 
and gesticulation as was quite extraordinary, as if Wedell were here 
already; tlU Wedell's self did come in sight; and the overpowering 
Rdchs Detachment made its best speed elsewhither.*® The other Sieges 
remained things of theory; the other Reichs Detachments hurried home, 
think, without summoning anybody. 

Meanwhile, Daun, with the proper Artilleries at last ready, comes 
^(lowing forward {November BtA-gtA ); and takes post in the Great 
Garden, or south side of Dresden; minatory to Schmettau and that 
City, The walls, or works, are weak; outside there is nothing but 
Mayer and the Free-corps to resist,—*wbo indeed has surpassed him- 
aelf this season, and been extraordinarily diligent upon that lazy Reichs 
Army, Commandant Schmettau signifies to Daun, the day Daun 
came in sight, If your Excellcnz advance farther on me, the grim 
Rules of War in besi<^ed places will order That T bum the Suburbs, 
which are your defences in attacking me,”—and actually fills the fine 
houses on the Southern Suburb with combustible matter, making due 
announcements, to Court and population, as well as to Daun. “ Bum 
the Suburbs?” answers Daun: “In the name of civilised humanity, 
you will never think of such thing V* “That will 1 , your Excellenz, of 
a surety, and do it!” answers Schmettau. So that Dresden is full of 
pity, terror and speculation. The common rumour is, says Excellency 
Mitdiell, who is sojourning there for the present, “That Bxuhl” (ne¬ 
farious Briilil, born to be the death of us!) “has persuaded Polish 
Majesty to sanction this enterprise of Daun’s,”—very careless, Briilil, 
what become of Dresden or us, so the King of Prussia be well hurt or 
spited 2 • 

Certain enough, November gik, Daun does come-on, regardless of 
Schmettau’s assurances; so that, ‘about midnight,* Mayer, who ‘ can 
hear the enemy busily building four big batteries* withal, has to report 
himself driven to the edge of those high Houses {which are filled with 
combustibles), and that some Croats are got into the upper windows. 

them, then I” answers Schmettau (such the dire necessity of 
sieged places): and, *at 3 A.M,’ (three-hours notice to tlie poor in¬ 
mates), Mayer does So ; hideous flames bur=»ting-out, punctually at the 
stroke of 3 : “whole Suburb seemed on blaze** (about a sixth part oj 
it actually so), “nay you would have said the wliole Town was envi- 
flames,” Excellency Mitchell climbed a steqfle: “will not 
“ describe to your Lordship the horror, the terror and confusion of 
“ this night^ wretched inhabitants running with their furniture** (what 
of it they had got flung-out, between la o*clock and 3) “towards 
“ the Great Garden; all Dresden, to appearance, girt in flames, ruins 
*‘and smoke.” Such a night in Dresden, t'specially in the Pima 

** Tempelhof, &c.: * Letter from a Prussian Officer, * in v. 
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Subqrb, as was never seen before.•• This was the sad b(!|g[innmg, or 
attempt at beginning, of Dresden Siege; and this also wa« the of 
it, on X>aun's part at present. For fbpr days more, he hung about 
tl^ place, minatory,, hesitative; but attempt^ notbibg feasii^; and 
on the fifth day,—‘ tor a certain weighty reason,’ as the Austrian Oa- 
aettes express it,—^he saw good to vanish into die Pima Rock-Cbnntry, 
and be out of harm’s way in the mean while! 

The truth is, Daun’s was an intncaty case just now ; heed¬ 
ing, above all things, swiftness of treatment; what, of all thii®?, 
it could not get from Daun. His denunciations on that butht 
Suburb were again loud; but Schmettau continues deaf to all 
that,—means “ to defend himself by the known rules of war 
and of honour declares, he “ will dispute from street to street, 
and only finish in the middle of Polish Majesty’s Royal Ralace.” 
Denunciation will do nothing! Daun had above 100,060 men 
in those parts. Rushing forward with sharp shot and bayonet 
storm, instead of logical denunciation, it is probable Daun 
might have settled his Schmettau. But the hour of tide was 
rigorous, withal;—and such an ebb, if you missed it ih hesi¬ 
tating ! Novembc7' i ^th, Daun withdrew ; the ebbing come. 
That same day, Friedrich was at Lauban in the Lausitz, within 
a hundred miles again; speeding hitherward; behind him a 
Silesia brushed clear, before him a Saxony to be brushed. 

• Reason weighty’ enough, think Daun and the Austrian Ga¬ 
zettes ! But such, since you have missed the tide*hour, is the 
inexorable fact of ebb,—going at that frightful rate. Daun 
never was the man to dispute facts. 

November 20th, Friedrich arrived in Dresden; heard, next 
day, that Daun liad wheeled decisively homeward from Pima 
Country ; that the Reichs Array and he are diligently climb¬ 
ing the Metal Mountains; and that there is not in Saxony, 
more than in .Silesia, an enemy left. What a Sequel to Hoch- 
kirch ! " Neisse and Dresden both 1 " we had hoped as tequel, 
<if lucky: “ Neisse or Dresden” seemed infallible. And we are 
climbing the Metal Mountains, under facts superior ^ 

And Campaign Third has closed in this uianncgleaving 
things much as it found them. Essentially a drawn ritatcU; 
Contending Parties little altered in relgtfre sffngth;—both of 
them, it may be presumed, considerably weaker. Friedrich is 

fi. Mitc^d^r Mtmoirs anJ i *j;p. Ill v. s95-3oa, 

vumite aiccount (corresponding wdl ifiath MifdKelrsJ; ib. 303-33, the certified detans 
of the damage done ; * 280 houses lost * 4 humanhves.* 
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not triumphant, or shining in the light of bonfiros, as last 
Year; but, in the mind of judges, stands higher than ever (if 
that could help him much);—and is not annihilated” in the 
least, which is the surprising circumstance. ^ 

Friedrich’s marches, especially, have been wonderful, this 
^ Year. In the spring time, old Mardchal de Belleisle, French 
^ Minister of War, consulting officially about future operations, 

' heard it objected once : But if the King of Prussia were to 
I •• burst-in upon us there ?” “The King of Prussia is a great 


soldier,” answered M. de Belleisle; “ but his Army is not a 
shuttle {navette)^' —to be shot about, in that way, from side 
side of the world ! No surely ; not altogether. But the 
ing of Prussia has, among other arts, an art of marching 
rmie$| which by degrees astonishes the old Mardchal. To 
:omc upon us en navetie^^ suddenly ' like a shuttle’ from the 
her side of the web, became an established phrase among 
t||e French concerned in these unfortunate maitcrs.^-^ 

\ ‘The Pitt-aud-Ferdinand Campaign of 1758,’ says a Note, which 
I Vould fain abridge, ‘is mote palpal)ly victoiious than Fnedneh’s, 
‘ ntich more an aiiair of bonfires than his; lliough it too has had its 
‘ ribs. Loss of honour at Crefcid; loss Louislnirg and Cod-fidieiy: 
‘ ticbe are serious blow^s om enemy has had. But then, to temper 

* tie joy over Louisburg, theie was, at 'J'lcoiuler.igu, by Abcrcromby, 
‘ the small scale (all the extent of scale lie had), a nielanclioly Plati- 
‘ tide counnitted: that of walking into an enemy without the least 

* re^nnoiteiing of him, who proves tol^c chin-deep in abatis andfield- 
‘ w^ks; and kills, much at Ins ease, ai)out a, 000 biave fcllowi, brought 
‘ 5, (too miles {St that object. And obliges you to w^alk away on the 
‘ in'^anl, and quit Ticonderago, like a—smcly like a very tragic Digni- 
^ tatV in Cocked-hat I To be cashiered, w'e will hope; at least to be 
‘ lak on the shelf, and repiacinl by .some Woife 01 some Amherst, fitter 

* lorthe business! Nor were the Descents on the Fiench Coast mudi 


‘ to meak of: “ Great Guns got at Cheibouig,'' those truly, as exhibited 
‘ in 4yde-Park, were a comfoitable sight, cspeaally to the simpler 

* sora liut on the other hand, at MorJaix, on the part of i)oor old 
‘ Oeipral Bhgh and Company, there had been a Platitude equal dr 

to that of Alwreromby, though not so tragical in loss of men. 
‘ of that?** said an enthusiastic Public, striking their balance, 

* andloyfttRy iUttminaUng.~-Here is a Clipping from Ohio Country, 

* “AMCcrof anOfficeri^ (distilled essence of Two Letters), “datal, 

‘ DtiMsney %iih N&mnb^r 1758 : 

“ t)ttr Sttudl Corps luider General Forber, after much sore scram- 
“ blint ihrougd) 'Wildernesses, and contending with enemies wild 

^ irchenholu, i. 3x6; Montalemhext, sajfimt for the phrase navettr* 
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** and tame, is, since the last four days, in possession of Fort Du^uesne** 

* henceforth); “Friday 24th, the French garrison, on ottr 
appearance, maJe-off without fighting; took to boats down the Ohio, 

“ and vanished out of those Countries/'—forever and a day, we will 

* hope. “Their Lofisiana-Canada communication is lost; and all that 
“ prodigious tract of rich country/*—which Mr, Washington fixed upon 

* long ago, is ours again, if we can turn it to use. “This day a de- 
“ tachment of us goes to Braddock’s field oi battle*’ (poor Braddock!), 
“ to bury the bones of our slaughtered countrymen; many of whom 
“ the French ljutchered in cold blood, and, to their own eternal shame 
“ and infamy, have left lying above ground ever since. As indeed they 
“ have done wnth all tliose slain jound tlie Fort in late wrecks ;*'—-call- 


* ing themselves a civilised Nation loo!*** 

Ltm^er —November 175S. ‘Ferdinand's inanosttvresj 

* after Crefcld, on the France-ward side of Rhine, were very pretty: 

* but, without Wesel, and versus a Belleisle as War-Minister, and k 

* Conlades who was something of a Cenenil, it would not do. Belli- 
‘ isle made uncommon exertions, diligent to get his broken people 
‘ drilled again; Contades was wary, and counter-manoeuvred ratfier 
‘ well. Finally, Souliise* (readers recollect him and his 24 or ^OjO(jo^ 
who stood in Ijaiikiiut Country, on the hither or north side of Rhine), 
famed Rossbach Soubisc,— 'pushing-out, at Belleisle's bidding, to- 

* wards Hanover, in a region vacant otherwise of troops,-—becitue 
‘ dangerous to Ferdinand. " Making for Hanover?” thought FcHin- 
‘ and : “Or perhaps meaning to attack my 12,000 English that are 
‘ just landed i* Nay, peihaps my Rhine-lSridge itself, and the si>all 

* Party left there?** Ferdinand found he would have to return, ;ind 
‘ look after Soubisc. Crossed, accordingly (August 8th), by his old 

* Bridge at Rees,—which he found safe, in spite of attempts theralhad 


‘ been;®*—and never recrossed during this War. Judges oven sa^ his 
‘ first crossing had never much solidity of outlook in it; and thoujh so 
* delightful to the public, was liis qud&tlonablest step. j 

‘ On the 12,000 English, Soubise had attempted nothing. Ferdnand 
‘joined his F-nglish at Soest (August 20th); to their great joV and 
‘his;** 10 or 12,000 as a first instalment;--‘Granddooking felbws, 
‘ said the Germans, And did you ever see sUch horses, such splendour 
‘ of equipment, regardless of expense? Not to mention thoseJ’/v^- 
^ sekotten (Scotch Highlanders), with their bagpipes, sporrans, pUts, 
^and exotic costumes andw^ays; astonislung to the German ijnd.** 

39 Old Newspapeis (in Gentleman's Ma^zine for iwgs, pp. 39). 

* Fight of Mccr* (Chevert, with 20*000. beat«x« 00^ and tne Bridge safed, by 
Inahof, with 3.000»—both clever ^oldicr<;; Imhot iu better Itick, aiul tavouvd by 
the ground: August 1738*): Mamiltan^ i. 3x5. 

^ Duke ofMarlborough*s he? v^^-ladcn Letter to Htt, ‘ Koesfvld, Augus X5th :* 
‘Nothing but rains and uncertainties;* ‘marching, latterly, up to our niidles in 
water ? nave cojhO fmm Embden, straight south towards Wesel Country, alnost t<o 


water 


miles (Soest sttU a good sixty mites to south-east of us). Chatham CorrtspHdmce 
(London, 2838). i, 334, 337. The poor Duke died in two months hence f jsid the 
coininand,jdeyolTed on Lord George Sackville, as U too well known. j 
** Romantic ^ew of ihe Bergsehottm (9,000 offitem, led by the Juttif ofthe 
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* Out of all iHrhom {Bergschoitm included), Ferdinand, by management, 

* —and management was needed,—got a grejt deal of firat-rate fighting, 

‘ in the next Four Years* 

‘Nor, in regard to Hanover, could Soubise make anything of it; 

* though he did (owing to a couple of stupid fellows, General Prince 

* von Vsenburg and General Oberg, detached by Ferdinand on that 
‘ service) escape the lively treatment Ferdinand had prepared for liim; 

* and even gave a kind of Beating to each of tho^c stupid fellows,— 

* one of which, Oberg^S one, might have ruined Oberg and hivS Detach- 
‘ ment altogether, had Soubise been alert, which he by no means was! 

‘ Paris made such jeering about Rossbach and the Prince de Soubise,” 

' says Voltaire,“ “and nobody said a word about these two Victories 
‘ of his, next Year!” For which there might be two reasons: one, 

‘ according to Tempelhof, that “the Victories weie of the so-so kind 

* waren auch iarnac/i);*^ and anothei’, that they were ascribed to 
‘ Broglio, on both occasions,—how justly, nobody will now argue! 

‘Contades had not failed, in the mean while, to follow with the 

* main Anny; and was now elaborately manoeuvring about; intent to 

* have Lippstadt, or some Fortress in Ihoire Khine-Weser Countries, 

‘ On the tail of that second so-so Victory by Soubise, Contades thought, 

‘ Now would be the chance. And did try hartl, l>ut without effect. 

‘ Ferdinand was himself attending Contatles; and mistakes were not 
‘ likely, Ferdinand, in the thick of the game (October aist-joth), 

* “m^e a masterly movement”—that is to say, cut ("ontades and his 

* Soubise irretrievably asunder: no junction now possible to them; the 

* weaker of them liable to ruin,—unless Contades, the stronger, would 
‘ give battle; which, though greatly outnumbering Feixlinand, he was 

* cautious not to do. A melancholic cautious man, apt to be over- 

* cautious,—nicknamed L^Afothecalre^ by the Parisians, from his 

* down looks,—but had good soldier qualities withal, Soubise and he 
‘ haggled about, a short while,—^ota long, in these dangerous circum- 

* stances; and then had to go home again, without result, each the way 
‘ he came; Contades himself repassing through Wesel, and wintering 
‘ on his own side of the Rhine.’ 

How Pitt is succeeding, and aiming to succeed, on the 
French Foreign Settlements : on the Guinea Coast, on the 
High Seas everywhere; in the West Indies ; still more in the, 

above mentioned, who is a soldier as yet), in AtvfttfUioliz^ I 35^-353; 
and in Bfrms, iL 136. of the ' uniforms with ffold and silver lace/ ot the superb 
horses * one refimeDt all roan horses, another ail black, another all* &c. 

lo, ' Fight of SandershaiisenM hrogUo, as Souhise's vanguard, 12,000; z//>rsus 
y»rnburg, 7^000, who stupidly would not withdraw *//beaten; *«3d July 17^8,* 
Ferdinand had come across again). 2**. Fight of liUttemberf^ (Soubise, 
30,000; ttenm Oberg, about iS,ooo, who stupidly hung-back till Soubise was all 
gathered, and ihm 8 lc., still more stupidly: * xoth Octobt r 1758*). See Mauvilhn, 
u 3x2 (or better, i. 345): nnd Mauffti/pn, 4. 327. Both Luttemberg 

and Sandershaosen are in the neign^urhood ofCasselas many ofthose 4 'erduiand 
fights were. HUMft Lauk JCK 
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East,—where GeneralLally (that fiery O’Mul/a/^, famous since 
Fcmtenoy), missioned^jurith “full-powers,” as they call them, is 
raging np and down, about Madras and neighbourhood, in a 
violent, impetuous, more and more bankrupt manner —Of all 
this we can say nothing for the present, little at any ^mc. 
Here are two facts of the financial sort, sufficiently illujnina- 
tive. The much-expending, much-aubr.idying Govemmeijt of 
France cannot now borrow, except at 7 per cent Interest; and 
the rate of Marine Insurance has risen to 70 per cent.*® One 
way and other, here is a Pitt clearly progressive; and a long- 
pending Jenkins's-Ear Question in a fair way to be settled!— 

Friedrich stays in Saxony about a month, inspecting and 
adjusting ; thcncc to Breslau, for Winter-quarters. His Winter 
is like to be a sad and silent one, this time; with none of the 
gaieties of last Year; the royal heart heavy enough with many 
private sorrows, were there none of public at all! This is a 
word from him, two days after finishing Daun for the season: 

Friedrich to Mylord Marischal (at Colombier in Neufchitel). 

* DreKden, 93d November 1/58. 

^ There is nothing left for us, man chfr Mylord^ but to mingle and 
' blend our weeping for the losses we have had, If my head were a 
‘ fountain of tears, it would not suffice for the grief I feel. 

* Our Campaign is over; and there has nothing come of it, On one 
‘side or the other, but the*)oss of a great many worthy people, the 
‘ misery of a great many poor soldiers crippled fbvever, the ruin of 
‘ some Provinces, the ravage, pillage and conflagmlion of some flourish- 
* ing Towns, Exploits these wliich make humanity shudder: sad fruits 
*' of the wickedness and ambition of certain People in Power, who sacri^ 
‘fice everything to their unbridled passions 1 1 wish you, mon chcr 

‘ Mylvrdf nothing that has the least resemblance to my dosliny; and 
‘ everything that is wanting to it.' * Your old friend, till death**—-F.*® 

^ Kei/ow, ii. 5. w fie xx. 973. 
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FRIEDRICH LIKE TO BE OVERWHELMED IN 

THE SEVEN-YEARS WAR. 

1759—1760, 


CHAPTER I, 

PREUJUNARIES TO A FOURTH CAMPAIGN, 

The posting of the Five Armies this Winter,—Five of them 
in Germany,*not counting the Russians, who have vanished to 
Cimmeria over the horizon, for their months of rest,—is some¬ 
thing wonderful, and strikes the picturesque unagination. Such 
a Chain of Posts, for length, if for nothing else ! From the 
centre of Bohemia eastward, Uaun’s Austrians are spread all 
round the western Silesian Border and the south-eastern Saxon; 
waited-on by Prussians, in more or less’ proximity. Next are 
the Reichsfolk; scattered over Thui^ngen and the Franconian 
Countries ; fronting partly into Hessen and Duke Ferdinand’s 
outskirts;—^the main body of Duke Ferdinand is far to west¬ 
ward, in Munster Country, vigilant upon Contadcs, with the 
Rhine between. Contades and Soubise,—adjoining on the 
Reichsfolk are these Two French Armies: Soubise’s, some 
^5,000, in Frankfurt-Ems Country, between the Mayn and the 
Lahn, with its back to the Rhine; then Contades, onward to 
Maes River and the Dutch Borders, with his face to the Rhine* 
—^and Duke Ferdinand observant of him on the other side. 
TllW'isl^e ‘ Cordon of Posts' or winter*quaners this Year. 

* From thOiGiant Mountains and the Metal Mountains, to the 
‘ Ocean;—to the mouth of Rhine,' may we not say; ‘ and back 
‘ again to the Swiss Alps oy springs of Rhine, that Upper-Rhine 
‘ Country being all either French or Austrian, and a basis for 

* Soubise Not to speak of Ocean itself, and its winge^ War* 

> Axchenjiolu, i, 306. 
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Fleets, loncsomely hovering and patrolling; or of the Americas 
and Indies beyond! , 

‘ This is such a Chain of mutually vigilant Winter-quarters,’ 
says Archenholtzf 'as was never dravm in Gennany, or in 
Europe, before.’ Chain of about 300,000 fighting men, poured 
out in that lengthy manner. Taking their winter siesta there, 
asleep with one eye open, till reinforced for new business of 
death and destruction against Spring. Pathetic surely, as well 
as picturesque. “ Three Campaigns there have already been,” 
sighs the peaceable observer: “ Three Campaigns, surely furi¬ 
ous enough; Eleven Battles in thein,^ a Prag, a Kolin, Leuthen, 
Rossbach ;—^must there still be others, then, to the misery of 
poor mankind ?” thus sigh many peaceful persons. Not con¬ 
sidering what are, and have been, the rages, the iniquities, the 
loud and silent deliriums, the mad blindnesses and sins of man¬ 
kind ; and what amount of calcining these may reasonably take. 
Not calcinablc in three Campaigns at all, it would appear 1 
Four more Campaigns are needed; then there will be innocu¬ 
ous ashes in quantity: and a result unexpected, and worth 
marking in World-History. 

It is notably one of Friedrich’s fond hopes,—of which he 
kceps-up several, as bright cloud-hangings in the haggard inner 
world he now has,—that Peace is just at hand; one right 
struggle more, and Peace must come 1 And on the part of 
Britannic George and hin:\ repeated attempts were made,—one 
in the end of this Year 1759;—b'lt one and all of them proved 
futile, and, unless for accidental reasons, need not be mentioned 
here. Many men, in all nations, long for Peace ; but there are 
Three Women at the top of the world who do not ; their wrath, 
various in quality, is great in quantity, and disasters do the 
reverse of appeasing it. 

The French people, as is natural, are weary of a War which 
^yields them mere losses and disgraces; “War carried on for 
Austrian whims, which likewise seem to be impracticable!” 
think they. And their Bernis himself, Minister ofrVjlIt^n 
Affairs, who began this sad French-Austrian Ads«ntwre, has 
already been remonstrating with Kaunitz, and grumbling anx¬ 
iously, “ Could not the Swedes, or somebody, be got to medi¬ 
ate ? Such a War is too ruinous!” Hearing which, the Pom- 

» Stengel, V4 J85. This, I ttippose, would ht his enumeration; L^o^Um (1756): 
Prag, Hasteubeck, Oross-Jigersdorf, Ros^ach, Breslau, Leuthm (1757)5 

Crffiid, Zomdpr/i Hoc^kirck (1758); ‘ eleven hitherto in ''ll.* 
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p»dour isi shocked at the favourite creatut^ of her Hands; 
hastens td dismiss hiin (‘* Be^ then, you ingrate of a 

BemiS; disappear under that Red 1 ”)—and appoints, in 

Ws steady one ChoiseuI (known hitherto as ^tainville, Comte 
do Stainvllle, French Excelletmy at Vienna, but now made Duke 
On, this promotion), Due de ChoiseuI who is a Lorrainer, or 
S«ni-AttStrian, by very birth; and probably much fitter for the 
place. A swift, impetuous ^ind of man, this ChoiseuI, who is 
still rather young than otherwise; plenty of proud spirit in him, 
of shifts, talent of the reckless sort; who proved very notable 
in France for the next twenty years. 

'3 French trade being ruined withal, money is running dread- 
mlly low: but they appoint a new Controller-General; a M. de 
S'dhouette, who is thought to have an extraordinary creative 
gCnius in Finance, Had he but a Fortunatus-Purse, how lucky 
Were it! With Fortunatus Silhouette as purse-holder, ndth a 
fiery young ChoiseuI on this hand, and a fiery old Belleisle on 
that. Pompadour meditates great things this Year,—Invasions 
of England; stronger German Armies ; better German Plans, 
and slashings home upon Hanover itself, or the vital point;— 
and flatters hefsel^ and her poor Louis, that there is on the 
atiril, for 1759, such a French Campaign as will perhaps as- 
ttmiSh Pitt and another insolent King. Very fixed, fell and 
feminine is the Pompadour’s humour in this matter. Nor is 
the Czarina’s less so; but more, if possible ; unappeasable ex¬ 
cept by death. Imperial Maria Theresa has masculine reasons 
yfithal; great hopes, too, of late. Of the War’s ending till flat 
impossibility stop it, there is no likelihood. 


To Pitt this Campaign 1759, in spite of bad omens at the 
outset, proved altogether splendid: but greatly the reverse on 
Friedri^’s wde; to whom it was the most disastrous and un¬ 
fortunate he had yet made, or did ever make. Pitt at his zenith 
in public reputation; Friedrich never so low before, nothing 
seiBBlagy bat extinction near ahead, when this Year ended. 
The truth i|, apart from his specific pieces of ill-luck, there had 
now begun for Friedrich a new rule of procedure, which much 
altered his appearance in the world. Thrice over had he tried 
by the aggressive or invasive method; thrice over made a 
plunge the enemy's heart, hoping so to disarm or lame him; 

y MiaSstor of Foreign Affaim, * i ith November 1758’ (Barbier, ir."a94). 



$4 LIKE TO BE OVERWHELMED. Boo»xix. 

Jan.- 4 pril 1759, 

but that, with resources speut to such a degree, is what he eaa*i 
not do a fourth time; ^he is too weak henbefonh to think of 
that. 

Prussia has a^ays its King, and his anriyalled talent? but 
Aat is pretty much the only fixed itetn. PruSsia wrsus France, 
Austria, Russia, Sweden and the German Reich, what is it as 
a field of supplies for war! Except its King, these are failing, 
year by year; and at a rate fatally in comparison. Fried¬ 
rich cannot now do Leuthens, Rosibachs ; far-shining feats of 
victory, which astonish all the world. His fine Prussian vete¬ 
rans have mostly perished; and have been replaced by new 
levies and recruits ,* who are inferior both in discipUtte and na¬ 
tive quality;—though they have still, people say, a noteworthy 
taste of the old Prussian sort in them; and do, in fact, fight 
well to the last. But Mt is observable,’ says Retrow somewhere, 
and indeed it follows from the nature of the case, ‘that while 
‘ the Prussian Army presents always its best kind of soldiers 
‘ at the beginning of a war, Austria, such are its resources in 
‘ population, always improves in that particular, and its best 
‘ troops appear in the last campaigns.’ In a word, Friedrich 
stands on the defensive henceforth; disputing his ground inch 
by inch: and is reduced, more and more, to bdttle obscurely 
vnth a hydra-coil of enemies and impediments; and to do 
heroisms which make no noise in the Gasettes. And, alas, 
which cannot figure in History either,—^what is more a sorrow 
to me here! 

Friedrich, say all judges of soldiership and human character 
who have studied Friedrich sufficiently, "is greater than ever,” 
in these four Years now coming.^ And this, I have found more 
and more to be a true thing ; verifiable and denronstrable in 
time and place,—though, unluckily for us, hardly in this time 
or this place at all 1 A thing which cannot, by any method, 
be made manifest to the general read^; who delights in shin¬ 
ing summary feats, and is impatient of tedious preliminaries 
and investigations,—especially of which are 
pensablest requisite of all. A thing, in short, ri^it belongs 
peculiarly to soldier-studentS; wtu* cah undergo the dull pre¬ 
liminaries, most dull but most inexorably needed; and can fol- 
Jo<?' out, with Watchful intelligence, and with a patience not to 
be wearied, the muhifarious topographies, details of movements 

4 Bevedionti Kettow; 
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ajrfieatre-;«^;Virar; ; 
is be done' with it here t wg couM, by si|^ficaiit 
sttoke^ iniiicate, undei? feitures true. so far aa they yj'eijt, the 
great ^de iireflood that was raging round |he #brid; if we 
could, carefully omifting very many things, Omit of the things 
inteiligible and decipherable that concern Friedrich himself, 
nothing that had meaning: if indeed— ! But It is idle pre- 
ludihg. Forward again, brave reader, imder such conditions 
as there are I 




'■',r 


Friedrich’s Whter in Breslau was of secluded, silent, sombre 


character^ this time; nothing of stir in it but from work only: 
in marked contrast with the last, and its kindly visitors and 
gdreties. A Friedrich given-up to his manifold businesses, to 
hiS; silent sorrows. * I have passed my winter like a Carthusian 
•monk,’ he writes to D’Argons: ‘I dine alone; I spend my 

• life in reading arid writing; and I do not sup. When one is 

• sad, it becomes at last too burdensome to hide one’s grief 
‘Continually; and it is better to give way to it by oneself, than 
‘ to catty one’s gloom into society. Nothing solaces me but 

• the vigorous application required in steady and continuous 
‘ labour. , This distraction does force one to put away painful 

• ideas, while it lasfe: but, alas, no sooner is the work done, 

‘ than these fatal companions present themselves again, as if 
‘livelier than eVeri Maupertuis w^s right: the sum of evil 

• ddes certainly surpass that of good;—but to me it is all one; 

• 1 have almost nothmg more to lose; and my few remaining 
‘ days, what matters it much of what complexion they be 

The loss of his Wilhelmina, had there been no other grief, 
has darkened all his life to Friedrich. Readers are not pre¬ 
pared for the details of grief we could give, and the settled 
glbbin of ttijiid they iriditate. A loss irreparable and irtunea- 
surable ; the light cil. life; the one loved heart that loved him,^ 
gone. His passionsite appeals to Voltaire to celebrate for him 
in f^f^e'IRs lost treasure, and at least make her virtues im. 
mortal, are tperhaps'lmowtt^,to readers;® alas, this is a very 
feeWe ksmd; Of immOriahtyf and Friedrich too well feels it such, 

® Marc^ Ta xix. ^). 

^ 0(ie s^iirj^ mart de 3. *?; 'Maifame;/a-4*^ Mdreith (in CEuvresde 

se 4 Fmdrwty loiter to to ( 6 ih November 1758); with ^ 
yarjfiis in Answer ^ FnedHeh*s new trotter (Bresj^u* 83 d 
Jaimary i75g), demanding soihetKinij niorb,by the jusW<^d (Ib* 
Uxd«.408; Uxviu, 93; 20-34; ^c.}* 
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All Winter he dwells internally on the sad matter, though soon 
falhng silent on it to others. 

The War is ever more dark and dismal to hitn; a wearing, 
harassing, nearly disgusting task; on which, however, depends 
life or death. Thfs Year, he ‘expects to have 300,000 enemies 
Upon him and ‘is, with his utmost effort, getting-up 150,000 
to set against them.’ Of business, in i^s many kinds, there can 
be no lack t In the intervals he also wrote considerably ; one 
of his Pieces is a Sermon on The last Judgments handed to 
Reader De Catt, one evening:—to Dc Catt's surprise, and to 
ours ; the Voiceless in a dark Friedrich trying to give itsdf 
some voice in this way !'^ Another Piece, altogether practical, 
and done with excellent insight, brevity, modesty, is On Tac¬ 
tics;^ — properly it might be called, ‘Serious very Private 
Thoughts,’ thrown on paper, and communicated only to two 
or three, ‘ On the new kind of Tactics necessary with those 

* Austrians and their Allies,’ who are in such overwhelming 
strength. ‘ To whose continual sluggishness, and strange want 
‘ of concert, to whose incohercncy of movements, languor of 

* execution, and other enormous faults, we have owed, with 
‘ some excuse for our own faults, our escaping of destruction 
‘hitherto,’—but had better not trust that way any longer! 
Fouquet is one of the highly select, to whom he communicates 
this Piece; adding along with it, in Fouquet’s case, an affec¬ 
tionate little Note, and, in spite of poverty, some Newyear’s 
Gift, as usual,—the “ Widow’s Mite” (300/., we find); “ receive 
“ it with the same heart with which it was set apart for you; a 
“ small help, which you may well have need of, in these ca- 
“ lamitous times.”'-’ Fouquet much admires the new Tactical 
Suggestions ;—seems to think, however, that the certainly 
practicable one is, in particular, the last, That of “ improving 
our Artillery to some equality with theirs.” For which, as may 
appear, the King has already been taking thought, in more 
‘ways than one. 


Finance is naturally a heavy part of Friedrich’s^ProtJJiBi; 
the part which looks especially impossible, from our point of 
vision! In Friedrich’s Countr>', the War Budget docs not 

^ XV. i*io (bee Prenss's Product theie, Fonney, 

37; &C. ). 

* Tac/f^tfe: in Olwiretoe Fr/tUfic, xjfviii. 

9 *Bre^u» 93d December tjsS;* with Fooquet's Answer, ad January 

xx. n4-zS7e 


fanuary 2759: in 
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a^^^er from the Peace one. Neither is any borrowing possible; 
that sublime Art, of roUing-over on you know not whom the 
expenditure, needful or needless, of your^heavy-laden self, had 
not yet, *—though England is busy at it,—^been invented among 
Nations. Once, or perhaps twice, from thq^ St&nde of some 
willing Province, Friedrich negotiated some small Loan ; which 
was punctually repaid when Peace came, and was always 
gratefully remembered. But these are as nothing, in face of 
such expenses ,* and the thought how he did contrive on the 
Finance side, is and was not a little wonderful. An ingenious 
Predecessor, whom I sometimes quote, has expressed himself 
in these words: 

* Such modicum of Subsidy’ (he is speaking of the English 
Subsidy in 1758), ‘how useful will it prove in a Country bred 
‘ everywhere to Spartan thrift, accustomed to regard waste as 

* sin, and which will lay-out no penny except to purpose ! I 
‘ guess the Prussian Exchequer is, by this time, much on the 
‘ ebb; idle precious metals tending everywhere towards the 
‘melting-pot. At what precise date the Friedrich-Wilhelm 
‘ balustrades, and enormous silver furnitures, were first gone 
‘ into, Dryasdust has not informed me : but we know they all 

* went; as they well might. To me nothing is so wonderful 

* as Friedrich’s Budget during this War. One day it will be 
‘ carefully investigated, elucidated and made conceivable and 

* certain to mankind: but that as yet is far from being the 

* case. We walk about in it with astonishment; almos), were 

* it possible, with incredulity. Expenditure on this side, work 
‘ done on that: human nature, especially British human nature, 

* refuses to conceive it. Never in this world, before or since, 

‘ was the like. The Friedrich miracles in War are great; but 

* those in Finance are almost greater. Let Dryasdust bethink 

* him ; and gird his flabby loins to this Enterprise; which is 

* very behoveful in these Californian times !’— 

The general Secret of Prussian Thrift, 1 do fear, is lost; 
from the world. And how an Army of about 200,000, in field 
and" garrison, could be kept on foot, and in some ability to 
front combbied Europe, on about Three Million Sterling annu¬ 
ally (‘ 25 million 150,000/., that is the steady War- 

Budget of those years), remains to us inconceivable enough ; 
•—mournfully miraculous, as it were ; and growing ever more 
SO in the Nugget-generations that now run. Meanwhile, here 
YOU VIII. H 
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are wliat Lints 1 cdtild find, on the Origins of that modest Sinidf 
which also are a wonder 

* The Hoarded Prusslkn Moneys, or ** ThpftWiwsr” * {two <?lf 

Kldne Grosse Schatz^ which are rigidly saved in Peace yeat% 

fijr incidence of Wa'k), ‘being nearly run-out, there had come the 

‘ lish Subsidy: this, with Saxony, and the Home revenues andnetWAntS 
‘ of SchatZy had sufficed for 1758; but will no longer snffite. l|Iext ^ 

‘ Saxony, the English Subsidy {670,0004 due the second time tiftia ytai) 

‘ was always Friedrich’s principal resource: and in the latter yeam df 

* the War, I observe, it was nearly twice the amount of wlud: all hia ^ 

* Prussian Countries tc^ether, in their ravaged and wpm^out state, 

* could yield him. In Wid after 1759, besides Home Income, whkh Is 

* gradud^Iy diminishing, and English Subsidy, which is a steady 

* tity, Friedrich’s sources of revenue are mainly Two: 

* Firsts there is that of wringing money from your Enaniaaf vkm 

* those that have deserved ill of you,—such of them you can come 
‘ at. Enemies, open or seciet, even Ill-wishers, we are not paiticttlaiV 
‘provided only they he within arm’s-length. Under this head fall 
‘ principally three Countnes (and their three poor Populations, in lieu 
‘ of their Governments): Saxony, Mecklenburg (or the main part of it, 

‘ Mecklenburg-.Sri^Te^^’/':;/), and Anhalt; from these three there is a COn- 
‘ tinual forced supply of money and furnishings. Their demerits to 

* Friedrich differ much m intensity; nor is his wringing of them,’-*^ 

‘ which in the cases of Mecklenbuig and Saxony increases yem:by year 
‘ to the nearly intolerable pitch,—quite m the simple ratio of thdr de- 
‘ merits; hut in a coiiipound latio of that and of his indignation and 
‘ of his wants. 

‘ Saxony, as Prime Author of this War, was from the first laid-hold 
' of, collared tightly: “ Pay the shot, then, what you cab” (in the <aad 
‘ it was almost what you cannot)! As to Mecklenburg-Schwerin, the 
‘ grudge against Prussia w as of very old standing, some geitcrotions 
‘now; and the present Duke, not a very wise Soverei^ more than 
‘ his Ancestors, had always been ill with Friedrich; willing lo tSpite 
‘ and hurt him when possible: in Reichs Diet he, of all German 
‘ Pnnees, was the first that voted for Friedrich’s being put to Ban of 
‘ the Reich,—-he; and his poor People know since whether that wOfi a 
‘ wise step! The little Anhalt Princes. tOo, all the Anhalts, DesOau, 

* Bemburg, Cothen, Zerbst’ (perfiaps the latter partially for 

a certain Russian Lady’s sake), * had voted, or at least had ainl;^a- 

* ously hall-voted, in favour of the Ban, and done othertofiUB^ly 
‘ things; and had now to pay dear for their bits of eim^ties. Poor 
‘ souls, they had but One Vote among them all Four;—and the^ only 

* half gave it, tremulously pulling It back again. T ^ould gue^s it 

* was tiieir terrors mainly, and over-readinfe^s to reckon Friedrich a 

* sinking ship; Und to leap from the deck ofhim,—with a spurO Which 

* he took tor insolent 1 The Anhalt-Dessauers paiiitulariy, who were 

10 Preu6^ ii, 38^-393; St^nrel, v 
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^ Once of bb very Army^ half Prussians for generations back^ he reckoned 
I to have used him scobialoasly ill. e 

* ^lus Vear the re^juisition on the Four Anhalts,--^which they sub- 

* itQ pUtiently, as people who have leapt into t^e wrong ship,—is, 
‘mpvecbe talci of money, 330,000 thalers (about 50,000/.); recruits, 

^ af%DO| Imrses, iSoo. In Saxony, besides the fixed 'faxes, strict con- 

* ibcatitm eff Meissen Potteries and every Royalty, there were exacted 

* heavy ** Contributions,” more and more heavy, from the few opulent 

chiefly from Leipzig; which w^ere wrung-oiit, latterly, under 
great severities,--^** chief merchants of Leipzig all clapl in prison, 

* OU Iwread-und-water till they yielded ,”—as great severities as 

* would suffice, but greater; which aKo was noted. Unfortunate 

* ^ief merchants of Leipzig,—with Bruhl and Polish Majesty little 

* UkkUj to indemnify them! Unfortunate Country altogether. An in- 

* tejhgent Saxon, who is votichcd-for as impartinl, bears witness as 

* follows; ** And this I know, that the oppiessions ami plunderings of 
** the Austrians and Reichsfolk, in Saxony, tinned allheun.^ av^ayfroin 
** t)vem; and it was publicly said, We hud lathcr beai the steady buiden 
** of the Prussians than such help ns these ^air pretended Leliveiers 
** bring.Whereby, on the whole, the poor Country got its back 

* broken, iind could never look-up in the world since. Resource F/rsf 

* was abundantly severe. 

* Resource strangest of all;—and has given rise to criticism 

* bought It is no other than that of issuing base money; mixing your 

* gold and silver com with copper,—this, one giie^es to sa), is the 

* Second and extreme resource. “A rude method,—w'ould we had a 

* b^ter,—--of suspending Cash-payments, and ])aying by bank-notes in- 
•stteadi” thinks Friedrich, I suppose. Fiym his Ih-ussian Mints, from 

* bis SaxOn* (which arc his for the present), ‘ and fiom the little An- 

* balt-Bembtttg Mint\(of which he exjiressly puicliased the sad privi- 
Itfge,—for we are not a Coiner, w^e are a King reduced to suspend 
Cftri^-paymentS, for the time being), ‘Friedrich poured-out over all 

* Germany, in all manner of kinds, huge quantities ol bad Coin. This, 

* ^0 long os it would last, is more and more a copious fountain of 

* supply. Phis, for the first time, has had to appear as an item in 

* War-Budget 1759: and it fails in no following, but expands moie 

* and more. It was done through Ephraim, the not lovely Berlin Jew, 

* whom we used to hear of in Voltaire's time;—through Ephraim and * 

* Ephraim as President: in return for a net Sum, these 

* shoumve privilege to coin such and such amounts, so and so alloyed; 

* shall pay toCreneral Tauentzien, Army Treasurer, at fixed terms, the 

* Sums sTOcified; “ Go, and do it; our Mint-Officers sharply w'atching 
*you; Mint-Officers, and General Tauentzien” (with a young Herr 

* L^in^ os his Chief Clerk, of whom the King knows nothing ); **Go, 

* ye toiovdy 1 ” And Ephraim and Company are making a great deal 

* of mooey oy the unlovely job. Ephraim is the pair ot tcmg%; the ' 

U Steusel (cUinf firom Krkgshanzict, which I have not), v. 137 n. 
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^ hand, and the unlovely job, are a royal naan’s. Alas, ^es^ SK^ 

* of us knows better than King Friedjich, perhaps few of u» li# well, 

* how little lovely a job <St was; how shockingly ««lcin{^y ii 

* though a practice not unknown to Gemian Kings and Kingltfts bmre 

* his time, and sine/ down almost to ours.“ In fact, these jWT^ 

* kingly practices; and the English Subsidy itself is distastefulio * prood 

* Friedrich: but w^hat, in those circumstances, can any PriedtMt do? 

^ The first coinages of Ephraim had, it seems, in them about 3*7tha 
^ of copper; something less than the half, and more than the 
your gold sovereign grown to be worth z$s. 6 d* * But yearly it grew 

^ worse; and in 176a’ (English Subsidy havmg failed) ^*hatter» had 
‘ got inverted; and lliere was three times as much copper as iilver, 

* Commerce, as Vas natural, went rocking and tossing, a$ on a MU 
' under eaithquakes; but there was always ^eady-moncy among {^ed-^ 
‘ rich’s soldiexs, as among no other; nor did the common peopk^ b* 

* retail puichasers, suffer by it Hah, an Ephraimite 1 ” they inrould 

* ^Yf grinning not ill-humouredly, at sight of one of these pfeOCs; 

* some of which they had moie specificallynamed (owdng 

to a tint of blue peiceivablc, in spite of the industrious plating in teal 
silver, or at least ‘boiling m some solution’ of at); ‘ these they wOuld 
‘ salute with this rhyme, then current: 

• aussen schoit^ von in/tcn 'iLhlimm; Out*Jde noble, inside sliiat 

' Von aussen fricdtichy von tnnen Epk- Outside Friednch, inside Ephndm. 

• raim. 




* By this time, whatever of money, from any source, can b® sert^ped 
together in Fnedneh’s %vorl(l, ilows wholly into the Army*ChCfct, aft 
the leal citadel ol life. In these latter years of the War, 

I could guess, from 1759, all Civil expenditures, and wagiCft (ff OJK- 
cials, cease to be paid m money; nobody of that kind sees the colour 
even of bad coin; hut is paid only in Paper Assignments,^’ in Pro¬ 
mises to Pay aftei the Peace-” These Paper Documents tuftde no 
pretence to the lank of Currency: such holders of them aS had money, 
or friends, and could wait, got punctual payment when tibc term did 
amve; but those that could not, suffered greatly; having tonegotia^ 
their debentures on iiuiious terms,—sometimes at an expense of three^ 
fourths.—I will add Friedrich’s practical Schedule of ikom 

all these various Sources; and what Friedrich’S own view of the^ 
Sources was, when he could survey them from the safe disl^^ee* 

‘ Schedule of Amounts* {say for 1761)* *To make-up the TwttiiQt- 
five Million thalers, necessary for the Army, there are: ^ 

* From our Prussian Countries, ruined, harried as Tltakrs 

* they have been. ... . • 4mdhoas^y« 

* From baxony and the other Wrineinfis, , t 7 nulUom. 

* Enzlish Subsidy (4 of good gold. Dtcoppered 

Hnto double),. 

‘ From Ephraim and hit Form of the Mint 

.\ ,7 
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^ * :& Tw^ty-sijc MUliom; leaving you one Million of margin,— 
' ^itA 4 ^^ty of cosh in hand for incidental sundries 

^FiJi^xiblbi^S own view of tb^ sad matter#, os he closes his History 

Woi^ (at ‘Berlin, J7th December 1763’), ‘is in 
Ttt 0 tA$: “May Heaven grant,—if Heaven ieign to loci down 
tfae y^ltty concerns of men,—that the unalterable and flourishing 
desi^Tiy of diis Country preserve the Sovereigns who shall govern it 
&Ql^ the ficoatges and c^amities which Prussia has suffered in these 
of trouble and subversion; that they may never again be forced 
“ to xncur to the violent and fatal remedies which we {ran) have been 
“ Ol:d[ig;ed to employ in maintenance of the State against the ambitious 
^ hidred ot the Sovereigns of Europe, who wish^ to annihilate the 
'^Hou^e of Brandenburg, and exterminate from the* world whatever 
Ime the Prussian name!'’ '** 


Of the StnmU^War in Spring 1759. TJurc arc Five Disrupt 
Hons of that grand Cordon (February — April); and Fer¬ 
dinand of Brunswick fights his Battle of Bergen (April 
13th). 

Friedrich, being denied an aggressive course this Year, by 
means sits idly expectant and defensive in the interim ; but, 
aU the more vigorously, as is observable, from February on- 
ivards, strikes-out from him on every side : endeavouring to 
spoil the Enemy’s Magazines, and cripple his operations in 
tlMtt way. So that there was, all winter through, a good deal 
of ^mall'War (some of it not Small),^of more importance than 
t)sual,—chiefly of Friedrich’s originating, with the above view, 
or of Ferdinand his Ally’s, on a still more pressing score. And, 
on the whole, that immense Austrian-French Cordon, which 
goes from the Carpathians to the Ocean, had by no means a 
qeiet time; but was broken into, and violently hurled back, in 
diflerent parts : some four, or even five, attacks upon it in all; 
three of them by Prince Henri,—in two of which Duke Ferdi¬ 
nand's people cooperated ; the business being for mutual be¬ 
hoof. TJtose latter Three were famous in the world, that 
WS^er fand indeed are still recognisable as brilliant pro¬ 
cedures (^stheir kind; though, except dates and results, we 
Cau afford almost nothing of them here. These Three, intended 
chiefly against Reichs people and their Posts and Magazines, 
feliMout on the western and middle part of the Cordon. An¬ 
other attack was in the extreme eastward, and was for Fried- 

» • 

Ihnwt iif aU ** CSuvTft ar FridMc, v. 934. 
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rich's own behoof; under Fouquet's m«anagemcnt I’^ifttended 
against the Austrian-Moravian Magazines and Pre| 3 amlons^ 
but had little success. 'Still another*assault, or invasive outtoad, 
northward against the Russian Magazines, there also WtB ; of 
which by and Besides all which* and moto mes$M»rablG 
than all. Duke Ferdinand, for vital reasons of his own* fought 
a Battle this Spring, considerable Battle* and did gain it t 
which made great noise in the world. 

It is not necessary the reader should load his meihprjr with 
details of all these preliminary things ; on the contrary* it is 
necessary that he keep his memory clear for the far moZG im- 
poitant things that lie ahead of these, and entertain these in a 
summary' way, as a kind of foreground to what is COltdilg* 
Perhaps the following Fractions of Note, which put matters in 
something of Chronological or Synoptical form, will suffice 
him, or more than suffice. He is to understand that the grand 
tug of War, this Year, gradually turns-outnot to be hereabouts* 
nor with Daun and his adjacencies at all, but with the Rus¬ 
sians, w'ho arrive from the opposite Northern quarter; and 
that all else will piovc to be merely prefatory and nugatory in 
comparison, 

yhttrairv ‘Kf, though it is a Rdchstadtt 

find^ sihidt/i/y he owi Ficmh. ‘ Piince de Soubise lies between 
^ Mayu and Lxhn, vUh his 15,000; beautifully safe and convenient,— 
‘ though ill olffor a pluc of-aiiiis m those parts. Opulent Frankfurt, 
‘ on his light; how handy w,mi<l that be, were not Reichs LaW so ex.- 

* press ! Mailmrg, (acsscu aie outposts of his; on which side one of 
‘ Ferdinand^ people, Pimce voii Ysenburg, watches him with an $ or 
‘ 10,000, capable of mischief in that quarter. 

' Oil the Eve of NewycarS day, or on the auspicious Day itSelfi 

* Soubise icquestis, of the Frankfurt Amhorilies, pennihsion for a regi- 

* ment of his to march thiough that Imperial City. To wlricb, by law 

* and theory, the Imperial City can say Yes or No; but puctically 
‘ cannot, without grave inconvenience, say other than Yes, though jno^t 
/ Fiaukfmters wish it could. Yes,^' answer the Frankfurt Magnates; 
‘ Yes, surely, undei the known conditions. Tuesday T ^ uanf ad 
‘ about 5 in the morning, while all is slill dxirk in Fmnkfurf re^R^nt 

* Nassau appears, accordingly, at the Sachsenhausen Cal% Townguard 

* people all ready to leceiVe it and escort it through; and is admitted 

* os usual. Quite as usual: but instead of being escorted thTbugh, it 

* orders, in calm pnemptoiy voice, the Towngnard, To ground attns; 
‘ with calm rapidity proceeds to admit ten other regiments or bstttalibns* 

* six of them Gtiman; seizes the ardl]e»-y on the Walls, seizes all the 

* other XiSte& i^^and poor Frankfort fmcls itself tied hand and foot, al* 
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before it is out of bed ! Done with great exactitude, with the 
^ Iftiuhnuiji of confusion, and without a hurt skin to anybody. The 
^ stood silent, gazing the Towngunrd laid down their arms, 

*«td home. Totally against law; but cleverly done; perhaps 
^ SOhbise’s Ohief exploit in the world; certainly tl^ one reii success 

* the tm^ch have yet had. 

* Sottbise made hoSte to summon the Magistrates: ‘‘Law ol Ne- 

* Cessity alone, most honoured Sirs f Reichs Law is clear against me. 

‘ the more shall private liberties, religions, properties, in this 

‘ {ix^etial Free-^Town, be sacred to us. Defence agamst any aggres* 

‘ rion; and the strictest discipline observed. Depend on me, I bid 
' you !* ~And kept his word to an honourable degree, they say; or 
‘in absence, made it ibe kept, during the Pour Years that follow. 

* Most Frankfurters are, at heart, Anti-P'rench: but Soubise^s affability 
‘ was perfect; and he gave evening parties of a sublime character; the 
' Magistrates all appearing there, m their square perukes and long 

* gowns, with a mournful joy/^® 

Soubise soon went home, to assist in important businesses,—Inva- 
fiion of England, no less; let Phigland look to itself this Summer !— 
and Broglio succeeded him, as Army-Ca]itain in the Frankfurt parts; 
with laurels accruing, more or less. Soubise, like Ilrogho, began with 
Roasbach; Soubise ends with Frankfurt, for the present; where Brogho 
also gains his chief laurels, as will shortly be seen, P'rankfurt is a 
great gain to P’rance, though an illicit one. It puts a bai on Duke 
Ferdinand in that quarter; secures a starting-point for attacks on 
Hes$en, Planover; for cooperation with Contadesand the Lower Rhine. 
It is the one success France has yet had iu this Wai, or pretty much that 
it ever had in it. Due to Piince de Soubise, in that illegal fashion. 
—A highly remarkable little Boy, now in his tenth yeai, Johann Wolf¬ 
gang Goethe, has hi.s wondering eyes on flicsc things: and, short while 
hence, meets daily, on the stairs and lobbies at home, a pleasant P'rench 
Official Gentleman who is quarteied theie; between whom and Papa 
occur rubs,—as readers may remember, and shall hear in April com¬ 
ings 

Grand Cmion disrupted: Erfurt Country^ lUk February—%d 
Martha ‘ About six weeks after this P"'rankrurt achievement, certain 
‘ Keichsfolk and Austrian Auxiliaries are observed to be cutting-down 

* endless timber, “18,800 palisades, 6,000 trees of 60 feet/* and other 
‘ hitge furnishings, from the poor Duke of Gotha’s woods; evidently 

* waninpHo fortify themselves iu ErfuU. Upon which Prince Henri 
‘ detaches a Geueml Knobloch Ihitherwaid, Duke Ferdinand contri- 
‘butlag4,^to meet him there; which combined expedition, after 

* some^ sharp knocking and shoving, entirely disrooted the Austrians 

* aud Reichitfolk, and sent them packing. Had them quite torn-out 

* by the ^nd of the month; and had planned to “attack them on two 

* at once*' (March ad), with a view of swallowing them wholes— 

u Tontpelhof, iiL 7^8; Sfruizel, v. x9S*soo. * * 
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* when they (these Reichs Volscians, in such a state of ^ttef) 

* hastened off, one and all of them, the day before*’^* 

This was Brfaia^r ^irst of the grind Cordon; an explosdve Irmdiij^ 
<rf it back out of those Erfurt parts. Done by Prince Henrik pNN^le, 
in concert witli Dike Ferdinand’s,—who were mnttially tnt 4 irie!l^ a 
the thing. 

Breakage Second: Erfurt^Fulda Country^ ^xst Mareh^tth 
‘About the end of March, these intrusive Austrian Reichslblk miule 

* some attempt to come back into those Countries; but again got no- 
‘ thing but hard knocks; and gave-up the Erfurt project Fof^ dose 

* following on this Firsts there was a Second still deeper sad rotifer 
‘ Breakage, in those same regions; the Hereditary Prince of BttinSIviek 
‘ dashing through, on a special Errand of Fdfdinand’s own* (of which 
presently), * with an S or 10,000, in his usual fiery manner; home into 
‘ the very bowels of the Reich (Apiil 3d, and for a week onward); arid. 

* returning with **above a,000 prisoners’* in hand; especially With a 

* Reich veil frightened behind him;—still in time for Duke Ferdi- 

* Hand’s Adventure’ (m fact, for his Battle of Bergen, of which we are 
to hear). ‘ Had been well assisted by Piince Ilenri, who **made daH’^ 

‘ gerous demonstrations in the distance/’and was extremely diligent^--^ 

‘ though the interest was chiefly Ferdinand’s this time/*^—(^ntem-t 
porary with that First PZrfurl Business, there went on, 300 miles away 
from it, in the quite opposite direction, another of the 8aine;~too 
curious to be omitted. 

Across the Polish Froniin^: February x^h-^March tifk* *In the 
‘ end of February, General Wobersnow, an active man, was detached 

* from Glogau, over into Poland, Posen way. To overturn the Russian 
' provision operations thereabouts; in particular, to look into a certain 

* high-flying Polack, a Prinas Sulkowski of those parts; who with all 
‘diligence is gathering food, in expectation of the Russian advent; 

* and indeed has formally “declared War against the King of PrtiBsia;’* 

' having the right, he 5wiyN, as a Polish M^ate, subject only to his 
‘ own high thought in .such affairs. The Russians and their wars are 
‘ dear to Sulkowski. He fell prisoner in their cause, at Zomdotf, last 
‘ Autumn; was stuck, like all the other., SoUikoff himself aihong 

* them, into the \ aulted parts of Custrin Garrison: “Jam sorry 1 have 
‘ no Siberia for you,” said Friedrich, looking, not in a benign way, on 

* the captive Dignitaries, that hot afternoon; *‘go to Custrin, ana see 

‘ what you have provided for yourselves 1” Which to do; 

‘ nothing, for certain days, but cellarage to lodge in; King mexOi^lme, ' 
‘ deaf to remonstrance. Which possibly may have contribufed tO kindle 
‘ Sulkowski into these extremely high pioccedings, 

‘At any rate, Wobersnow punctually looks-in upon him,; seiees 

* his considerable stock of Russian pfoviants; his belMgcratt hia 
‘ high person itself; and in one luckless hour snatE him out fix>m the 

* ^ Narrative, in ffelden*Geschic?tte, v. M7 et wu 
O Tempelhof, ifi. 19-32. 
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* of potflintates. His belligerent force, about i,ooo Polacks, were 

* eU compelled, the cudg 5 ,” say my authorities, to take Prussian 

* (in garrison-r^ment^ and well scdltered about, 1 suppose); 
^ own high person found itself sitting locked in Glogau, left to its 

* Veftectiona. Sat thus “ till the War ended,” saydsomej certainly till 

* the SuUtowski War had been sufficiently exploded by the laughter 
^ of mankind,’ Here are, succinctly, the dates of thU small memor¬ 
ability: 

* End of February, Wobersnow gathers, at Glogau, a force of about 

* 1^000 horse and foot. Marches, 24/^ February^ over Oder Bridge. 

* straight into Poland; that same night, to the neighbourhood of Lissa 

* and Reisen (Sulkow&ki’s dominion), about thirty miles north-east of 
‘ Glogau. Sulkowski done next daypart of the capture is ** hfteen 
^ small guns.” Wobwsnow goes, next, for Posen; arrives, %%th Fe^ 

* hruary^ destroy^ Russian Magazine, ransoms jews. Shoots-out other 

* detachments on the Magazine Enterprise;—detaches Platen along the 

* Warta, where are picked-up various items, among others “eighty 

* tuns of brandy,”—but himself proceeds no farther than Posen. March 

* 4/i, sets*out again from Posen, liomewards,”** Wc shall hear again 
of Wobersnow*, in a much more important way, before long. 

To the Polish Republic so-called, Friedrich explained politely, not 
ap(^getically: ** Since you allow the Russians to march through you 
in attack of me, it is evident to your just minds that the attacked party 
must have similar privilege.” “ Truly!” answered they, in their just 
minds, generally; and made no complaint about Sulkowski (though 
Polish Majesty and Primate endeavoured to be loud about “ Invasion” 
and the like):—^and indeed Polish Republic was lying, for a long while 
past, as if broken-backed, on the public^highway; a Nation anarchic 
every fibre of it, and under the feet and hoofs of travelling Neighbours, 
especially of Russian Neighbours; and is not now capable of saying 
much for itself in such cases, or of doing anything at all. 

Frunkjt^rt Counir^f^ 13^^ ■' Fa'dinanFs Battle of Be^\ct€n, 

* Duke Ferdinand, fully aware what a stroke that seizure of Frankfurt 

* was to him, resolve<l to risk a long march at this bad season, and 

* attempt to drive the French out. Contndes was absent in Paris,— 

* no fear of an attack from Contades’s Army; Broglie’s in Frankfurt, 

* grown now to about 35,000, can perhaps be beaten if vigorously at- 

* tacked. Ferdinand appoints a rendezvous at Fulda, of various Corps, 

' Mnce ’Mbnburg’s and others, that lie nearest, Hessians many of 
' tfieaiii Hanoverians others; proceeds, himself, to Fulda, with a few 

* attendants^ (a drive of about 200 miles);—having left Lord George 
' Sackville’ (mark the sad name of him!) *—Sackville, head of the 

* £i^sh> and General Sporken, a Hanoverian,—to take charge in 

* MUnster jCountry, during his absence. It was from Fulda that be 

^ JV^hrh:ht vofi der Unternekmung; dcs General- Mahrs von Wobersnow in 
W JW. und Mi%r% 1759: in Seyfarth, Beylagen^ li. 526-5a9. ^If^lden-Ge- 
WUchU, V. $89, 
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* shot-ont the Hereditary Prince on that important Errand w* lat'^y 

‘ spoke of, under the head of to deaf 

* liis right flank, and sct3»e the Reich ?fell off him, 'while he shosild be 

* marching on Frankfurt. All which, Henri assisting from th® di*- 

‘ tance, the Hereditary Prince performed to perfecrion, was 

‘ back (A/>ril Ztk) m excellent time for the BatUe. 

* Ferdinand stayed hardly a day in Fulda, ranking himself aaid 

* getting on (he road. Did his long march of above xoo miles with- 

* out accident <ir loss of time;—of course, scaring home thij Brop[]iO 

* Outposts in haste enough, and awakening Broglio^s attcntjoti m a 
< high degree;—and arrives, Thursday April lath, at’WindeiJlccn, a 

* Village about fifteen miles north-east of Frankfurt; where passes 

* the night uiulcr arms; intending Battle on the morrow. Broglk> is 
‘all assembletl, ^5,000 strong; his Assailant, witli the Hen^^ary 

* Prince come in, counts rather under 30,000. Broglio is posted 5 ®, 

‘ and on both sides of, Bergen, a high-lying Village, directly OM Fcr- 
‘ dinantPs road to Frankfurt, Windecken is about fifteen miles firom 

* Frankfurt; Bergen about six:—i<Ue Tourists of our time, on their 
‘ return from Uoniburg to that City, leave Beigen a lutle on their left. 

* The ground is mere hills, woody dales, marshy brooks; BrogUp’s 
‘ position, with its Village, and Hill, and ravines and advantages, U 
‘ the choicest of the region; and Broglio’s methods, procedures and 
‘ arrangements in it arc applaudcfl by all judges. 

^Friday 13/// April 3759, Ferdinand is astir by daybreak; COmeS 

* on, along one of those woody \alleys, pickeering, reconnoitering 

* in the end, directly up the Hill of Bergen; straight upon the key- 
- point. It Is about 10 A. M., when the batteries and musketries awaken 

* there; very loud indeed, for perhaps two hours or more. 'Prince von 

* Y.senburg is leader of Ferdinand’s attacking party. Their attack is 
‘ hot and tierce, and they stick to it steadily; though garden-hedges, 

* orchards and impediments are many, and Broglio, with much caunon 

* helping, makes vigorous defence. These Ysenburgers fought till their 
‘ cartridges wore nearly spent, and Y&enburg himself lay killed; luit 

* could not take Bergen. Nor could the Hereditary Prince; wh0> in 
‘ aid of them, tried it in flank, with his own usual impetuosity fe- 
‘ kindling theirs, and at first with some success; but was himself tokim 
‘ in flank by Broglio’s Reserve, and obliged to desist. No getting of 
‘ Bergen by that method. 

* ‘ Military critics .say coolly, You should have smashed it well irith 
' cannon, first” (which Ferdinand had n6l in stock here);^*^and ea^e- 
^ cially have flung grenadoes into it, till it Was well in fi^e: impos- 
*sible otherwise I”*** The Ysenburgers and Here<"Htary rrince with- 

* draw. No pursuit of them; or almost less than none; for the <me or 

* two French regiments that tried it (against order), nearly got tsut-up. 

* Broglio, like a very Dauu at KoUn, had strictly foibiddea all aocb 
^ attempts s ** On no temptation quit your ground B* 

* * w Mauvlllon, u. *9. 
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*TjMa BftWle, aft«T this, lay quiet all afternoon; Ferdinand still in 
^^sigbt; motioning much, to tempt French valour into chasing of him. 
ail in vamt Broglio, tbAy;h his subalterns kept urging, remon- 

* tftmting, was peremptory not to stir. Whereupon, towards evening, 

certain woody Heights, perhaps still witb^some hope of draw- 

* him out, Ferdinand made some languid attempt on Broglio^s 

* wing, or wings }~antl this also failing, had to give-up the aiTair. He 

* continued cannonading till deep in the night; withdrew to Windecken: 

* ax^ about two next morning, marched for home,—still with little or 
^ tko pursuit: but without hope of Frankfurt henceforth. And, in fact, 

^ h&$ a painful Summer ahead. 

*Fcidmand had lost 5 cannon, and of killed and wounded 2,500; 
‘the French counted their loss at about 1,900/*® The joy of France 
^ over this immense victory was extraordinary. Jiroglio was made Prince 
^ of the Reich, Mar< 5 chal de France; would have been raised to the 
had one been able,—for the time being. And your ini- 
*Inciise victory,” so sneered the bystanders, “consists in not being 

* buitten, under those excellent conditions;—perhaps victory is a rarity 
< just now 1”' 

This is the Battle which our Boy-Friend Johann Wolfgang watched 
with such interest, from his garret-window, hour after hour; all Frank- 
fiart simmering round him, in such a whirlpool of sclf-contradiclory 
emotions; till towards evening, Avhen, in Jong rows of carts, poor 
wounded Hessians and Hanoverians came jolting in, and melted eveiy 
heart into pity, into wailing sorrow, and eagerness to help. A iillle 
later, Papa Goethe, slopping douni stairs, came across the Official French 
Gentleman; who said radiantly: “ Doubtless you congiatulate yourself 
and a$ on this victory to his Majesty's aims.” “ Not a whit (A'eine- 
answered Papa Goethe, a .siififkiyd of man, nowise in the inooil 
of congratulating: “on the contiary, I widi they had chased you to 
the Devi], though I had had to go too!” Wludi was a great lelief 
to his feelings, though a dangerous one in the circuinstnnccs.®^ 

jyreaka^e Third: Over the Metal Mountains iuto Bohmen {April 
i4i/A-ao/A). * Ferdinand’s Battle was hardly ending, when Ih'ince Henri 

* Mxired across the Mountains,—in two columns, Hulsen leading the 
^ UHferior or rightmost one,^—iuto Leitmeiitz-I’^gcr Country; and made 

* a most successful business of the Austrian Magazines he found there, 
' Magazines nlllilled ; Enemy all galloping for Frag:—Daun himseL 

* who is sitting vigilant, far in the interior, at Jaromirtz this month 

* pajst, wajivthrown into huge flurry, for some days! Speedy Henri 

* (ftlmost on the one condition of speedy) had his own will of 

* thfc MftganSnes: burnt, llulsen and he, “about 600,000/. worth” of 
‘ Austrian provender in those parts, “ what would have kept 50,000 

* mett five months in bread” (not to mention hay at all); gave the 

* Enemy sore slaps (caught about 000 qf him, ftot yet got on gallop for 

•J Mauyifloe, ij. lo-m; Tenipelhof, iii. 26-31, 

. ** Ooethe’s W$rke (Stuttgart uud Tiibingea, 2S99), x?iv. {,Dicktun\ iTtid Wahr^ 
i) s 5 S-tS 7 * 
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* Prag); burnt his 200 boats on the Elbe -.—forced him to be^a anew 

* at the beginning; and did, in effect,^considerably kme anS SNBtard 
^ certain of his operations through the S>^mmer. Speedy Ilairi xxMurched 

* for home April aoth; and was all across the Mountains April 4jd: 

* a profitable swift da3rs.’®®—And on the sixth day henoe will 

have something similar, and still more important, on foot. A Swift 
man, when he must! 

Breakage Fourth : Info Mdhren [April x$th-%tst), * This is Fou- 

* quet’s attempt, alluded to above; of which,—as every r^er must 

* be satisfied with Small-War,—we will give only the dales. Fou^et, 

* ranking at LeobschuU, in Ncissc Country, did break ■‘through into 
‘ Mahren, pushing the Austrians before him; but found the Magftwnes 

* either emptied, or too inaccessible lor any worth they had;---^tid4 

* do nothing on the Magazines; and relumed without result; honte at 

* Leobschutz again on the fifth day.’^a This, however, had as^ttd 
for Foucjuel; which, as it brought the King himself into those lieigh'^ 
bourhoodb, we shall have to mention, farther on. 

Breakaoe Fifth : Info Franken [May ^th—June tst). ‘This was 
Priuce Henri’s Invasion of the Bamberg-Niimbcrg Countries; a much 
sharper tiling than in any former Year. Much the most famous, ^ 
luckily for us, ‘the last of the Small-War affairs for the present 
‘ Started,—from Tschojiau region, Bamberg way,—April a9th-Mfty 
‘ 5th. in Three Columns: Finck leftmost, and foremost (Finck had 
‘ marched April 29th, pretending to mean for Bohemia); after whom 

* Knobloch; and (May 5lh) the Prince himself. Who has an eye to 
‘ the Reichs Magazines and Preparations, as usual«ay, an eye to 

* their Camp of Rendezvous, and to a fight with their miscellaneous 

* Selves and Auxiliaries, if they will stand fight. “You will have to 
‘ leave Saxony, and help us w^th the Russians, soon: beat those Reichs 
‘ people first!” urged the King; “well beaten, they will not trouble 
' Saxony for a while.” If they will stand fight? But they would not 
‘ at all. They struck their tents everywhere; burnt their own Maga- 

* zines, in some cases; and only went mazing hither and thith<!r,— 
‘ graritating all upon Nurnberg, and an impregnable Camp which tlwy 
‘ have in that neighbouihood. Supreme Zweibruck was himself Widn 

* them; many Croats, Austrians, led by Magiuro and others; all mardt- 

* ing, whirling at a mighty rate ; with a countenance sometimes of 
‘ vigour, but always with Nurnberg Camp in rear. There was swift 

* marching, really beautiful manoeuvring here and there; sharp bits of 
‘ fighting, too, almost in the battle-form -.-^Maguire tried}* 15 r was for 
‘ trying, a stroke with Finck; but made-off hastily, glad get awfty.*^ 

* May nth, at Hiramelskron in Baireuth, one Riedesfil of ^eitshad 

* fairly to giouml arms, self and a, 500, and become prisoners of War.* 
Much of this maufeuvring and scuffling was in Baireuth Twtitoty. 
Twice, or evai thrice. Prince Henri was in Baireuth Town: ‘‘marched 

"renipelhof, iii. 47-53 v. 963-96^. 

Betaen-Cesch^chtf, v. 956-963; Tempolhef, ili. 44-47. 

^ Tcmpelhof, iii. 64. 
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t||ough Baireuth,’* say the careless Old Books, Thtough Baireuth;-— 
No; Wflholiuin^ wiA her tremulous melodies of welcome ! 

loves, and terror^or her love<f, are ftow ail still. Per- 
haps her Daughter of Wiirtemberg, wandering unjustly disgraced, 
$$ th^; f ap^ the Widower Margraf, is for marryllig again —inarch 
bn, Blrihce Henri I 

^ In Bamberg,* says a Note from Archenholtz, * the Reichs troops 
/burnt their Magazine; and made for Niirnberg, as usual; but left 

* thbtisand or two of Croats, who would not yet. Knobloch and 
* 1 ^ Bnissaans appeared shortly, after; summoned Bamberg, which 

l^eed to receive them; and were for taking possession; but founii 
** tiie!Croat$ detennined otherwise. F'ight ensued; fight in the streets; 
^ which, in hideousness of noises, if in nothing else, was beyond paral- 

* Id,; The inhabitants sat all quaking in their cellars; not an inhabit- 
^ WAS to be seen : a City dead,—and given-up to the demons, in 
^ this tnarmer. Not for some hours were the Croats got entirely tram- 

* pled-out* Bamberg, as usual, became a Prussian place-of-arms; was 
^<marged to pay ransom of 40,000/.;—“cannot possibly 1’*—did pay 

* Some 14,000/., and gave bills for the remainder.Which bills, let 
' Its mark withal, the Kaiser in Reichs Diet decreed to be invalid : 

pay, them A thing not forgotten by Priedrich;—though it 
the Barabergers, lest worse might happen, privately paid 
fiaeirlMlls^ "*The Expedition lasted, in whole, not quite four weeks: 
/ June xst, Prince Henri was at the Saxon frontier again; the German 

* lybrid all ringing loud,—in jubilation, counter-jubilation and a great 

* yariety of tones,—with the noise of what he had done. A sharp 
/ Swift man; and, sure enough, has fluttered the Reichs Volscians in 

* Gbrioli to an unexpected degree. ^27 

. . V A Colonel Wunsch fLieutenant-CoIoftel of the Free-Corps Wmtsch) 
distix^uished himself in this Expedition; the beginning of notably 
thiiigs to him in the few following months. Wuiisch is a Wur- 
tbmbeigcr by birth; has been in many services, always in subaltern 
p^s, and, this y^ac;, will testify strangely how w^orthy he was of the 
hi^^cr. What a Year, this of 1759, to stout old Wunsch ! In the 
Spring, here has he ju^ seen his poor son, Lieutenant Wunsch, perish 
in jcme of these scuffles; in Autumn, he will see himself a General, 
shining suddenly bright, to his King and to all the world; before Win¬ 
ter, he will be Prisoner to Austria, and eclipsed for the rest of tliis 

thg Green Hussars, also made a figure here; and 
tajndly ever high^^ to the top of renown in his business:— 
heir ^ Mayeris place, as it were. A Note says: ‘ Poor Mayer 
the does not ride with tlie Prince on this occasion. 

/I^yer, dangerously wom-dowm with the hard services of last Year, 

Married aoth September 1759 (a Brunswick Princess, Sister's-daughter of his 
late Wife); died within four years. ^ Archenholtz, i, 371-3. 

^ Seyfuth, Seylftgen, u. 537-563 ; Berichi von tier Unterfahmun^ des Prinzen 
Hetnriek in. PrafAen, im yahr 1759; Helden^Goschickie, v. xo33-xo39; Tempelholi 
U; 58 et seq. 
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* and himself a man of too sleepless temper, caught a fev^r In the Kav- 

* year time; and died within few davjp; burnt away before hia 

* much regretted by his Brethren of tne Army, and some few otnexs. 

* Gone in this way; with a high career just opening on him at the long 

* last! Mayer of Austrian, of half Spanish birth ; n mUSiCBC 

* really melodious, affectionate, but indignant, wildly stormM mortal} 
‘ and had had adventures without end. Something of pathos, of tia- 
‘ gedy, in the wild Life of him. 2® A man of considoable g^iil 5 | 

* military and other:—genius in the sleepless kind, which iS Itmt the 
‘ best kind; sometimes a very bad kind. The feme of Friedrich in* 
‘ vites such people fiom all sides of the world; and this was no doubt 

* a sensible help to him.'—But enough of all this. 

Here, surely, is abundance of preliminary Siuall-Wat, OB 
the part of a Friedrich reduced to the defensive!— 

Sequel, hinted-at above, was to this effect. On Fouquet's feiF 
ing to get hold of the Moravian Magazines, and returning to 
his Post at Lcohsrhut/, a certain rash General Deville, 
is Austrian chief m those parts, hastily rushed through the 
jagerndorf Hills, and invaded Fouquet Only for a few days; 
and had very bad success, in that bit of retaliation. The 
King, who is in Landshut, in the middle of his ma.m canton¬ 
ments, hastened over to Lcobschiitz with reinforcement, to 
Fouquet; in the thought that a finishing-stroke might be 
done on this Deville ;—and would have done it, had not the 
rash man plungcd-ofF again (May ist, or the night before) ; 
homewards, at full speed. So that Friedrich, likewise at full 
speed, could catch nothing of him ; but merely cannonade 
him in the Passes of Zuckinantel, and cut-off his rearguard of 
Croats. Poor forlorn of Croats, whom he had left in some 
bushy Chasm; to gain him a little time, and then to perish 
if t/iejf mwbt I as Teinpelhof rcinarks.^^ Upon which Fried¬ 
rich returned to Landshut; and Fouquet had peace again. 

It was from this Landshut region, where his main can¬ 
tonments arc, that Friedrich had witnessed all these Inroads, 
or all except the very earliest of them; the first EWurt one, 
and the Wobersnow-Sulkowski. He had quitted igreslau in 
the end Oi March, and gone to his cantonments; quickened 
thither, probably, by a stroke that had befallen him at Grief- 
enbergf on his Silesian side of the Cordon, At Griefenberg 

« Still worth wadinff: tn PauU tour oW v^atery%r»ffdefiBur^-}/isi0fy friendb 
Lehen gr^^er^elden t linlie, 9 voll.), aji. r42-y88;—much the best Piece 

in that still ratner watery (or windy) Collection, which, however, is authcailc, oad 
has some voler^tble Portraits. Texnpelhol, iii. 56. 
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the Battalion Duringshofen, with its Colonel of the 
s^e nsune,—-grenadier peqple of good quality, perhaps near 
in whole. Which B\talion, Geileral Beck, after long 
|weUmmary study of it, from his Bohemian side,—marching 
stealthily on it, one night (March 2 s-26th) by tiR^o or more roads, 
with 8 ,‘OO 0 men, and much preliminary Croat-work,—contrived 
to envelope wholly, and carry off with him, before help could 
cokne op*, This, I suppose, had quickened Friedrich’s arrival. 
Ho has been in that region ever since,—in Landshut for the 
Utat week or two ; and returns thither after the Devillc affair. 

And at Lant^hut,—^which is the main Pass into Bohemia 
or from it, and is the grand observatory-point at present,—he 
will have to remain till the first days of July; almost three 
months. Watching, and waiting on the tedious Daun, who 
has the lifting of the curtain this Year ! Daun had come to 
Jaromirtz, to his cantonments, ‘ March 24th’ (almost simul¬ 
taneously with Friedrich to his); expecting Friedrich’s Inva¬ 
sion, as usual. Long days sat Daun, expecting the King in 
Bohemia:—-‘‘There goes he, at last!” thought Daun, on Prince 
Henri's late flamy appearance theie Third we la¬ 

belled it)and Daun had hastily pushed a Division thither¬ 
ward, double-quick, to secure Prag; but found it was only the 
Magazines. “Above four-millions worth” (600,000/., counting 
rite thalers into sterling), “above four-millions worth of bread 
and forage gone to ashes, and the very boats burnt ? Well; 
tte poor Reichsfolk, or our poor Auxiliaries to them, will have 
empty haversacks :—but it is not Ih-ag!” thinks Daun. 

At what exact point of time Daun came to see that Fried¬ 
rich was not intending Invasion, and would, on the contrary, 
require to bo invaded, I do not know. But it must have been 
an interesting discovery to Daun, if he foreshadowed to him¬ 
self what results it would have on him: “Taking the defen¬ 
sive, then ? And what is to become of one’s Cunctatorship 
in that case !” Yes, truly. Cunctatorship is not now the trade ’ 
needed; tl? 5 re is nothing to be made of playing Fabius-Cunc- 
tator >—and^Daun’s fame henceforth is a diminishing quantity. 
The Books say he ‘wasted above five weeks m corresponding 
'With the Russian Generals.’ In fact, he had now weeks 
enough on hand ; being articulately re'feolved (and even com¬ 
manded by Kriegshofrath) to do nothing till the Russians 
came upand also (/warticulatcly and by command < 3 f Na- 
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ture) to do as little as possible after This Year, and indeed 
all years following, the Russians arc 0 be Daun's beat card, 

' Waiting for three months here till the .curtain rose, it wns 
Friedrich that had to play Cunctator. A wearisome ta^ to 
him, we need not doubt. But he did it with amdoua Vigil* 
ance; ever thinking Daun would try something, dthcr Oti 
Prince Henri or on him, and that the Play would begin. Brit 
the Play did not. There was endless scuffling and bidcming 
of Outposts : much hitching and counter-hitching, along that 
Bohemian-Silesian Frontier,—Daun gradually hitching up, 
leftwards, northwards, to be nearer his Russians; Friedri^ 
counter-hitching, and, in the end, detaching against the RjIS* 
sians, as they approached in actuality. The details of all 
which would break the toughest patience. Not till July came, 
had both parties got into the Lausitz; Daun into an impreg' 
nablc Camp near Mark-Lissa (in Gorlitz Country); Friedrich, 
opposite and eastward of him, into another at Schmdttseifen: 
—still after which, as the Russians still were not come, the 
hitching (if wc could concern ourselves with it), the maj;e Of 
strategic shuffling and counter-dancing, as the Russians get 
nearer, will become more intricate than ever. 

Except that of General Beck on Battalion Diiringshofen, 
—if that was meant as retaliatory, and was not rather an 
originality of Beck’s, who is expert at such strokes,—-Daun, 
in return for all these injarious Assaults and Breakages, tried 
little or no retaliation ; and got absolutely none.^ DeviUe at¬ 
tempted once, as we saw; Loudon once, as perhaps we shall 
see: but both proved futile, For the present absolutely none. 
Next Year indeed, Loudon, on Fouquet at Landshut—But let 
us not anticipate! Just before quitting Landshut for Schmt^t- 
seifen, Friedrich himself rode into Bohemia, to look more 
narrowly; and held Trautenau, at the bottom of the Pass, for 
•a day or two—But the reader has had enough of Small-Wari 
Of the present Loudon attempt, Friedrich, writinga^o Brother 
Henri, who is just home from his Franconian Invasion {Breaks 
age Fifth), has a casual word, which we will quo^e. ‘Relch- 
Hennersdorf is below Landshtit, farther down the Pass; 
•Liebau’ still farther down,—and its ‘ Gallows,’doubtless, is 
on some knoll in the environs t 

Rack'Hennersdorf ^th Jam, ‘*My congratulations on the 
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success you have had” (out in Frankenland yon- 
d^\ “Your prisoners, hear, are^ 3,000; the desertion 
i^ad confusion in the Reicis Army are affirmed to he enor- 
“ Oious:—I give those Reichs fellows twj good months” 
(scarcely took so long) “ to be in a condition to show face 
** again. As for ourselves, I can send you nothing but con- 
“ temptibilities. We have never yet had the beatific vision 
** of Him with the Hat and Consecrated Sword" (Papal Daun, 
ti^iat is); “ they amuse us with the Sieur Loudon instead ;— 
” 'iiOho, three days ago” (7th July, two days) "did us the honour 
** of a visit, at the G^Iows of Liebau. He was conducted 
“ out again, with all the politeness imaginable, on to near 
** Scbatziar," well over the Bohemian Border; “ where we 
“ flung a score of cannon volleys into the”—into the “ dcr- 
** fiirg of him, and everybody returned home.” *® 

Perhaps the only points now noticeable in this tedious 
Landshut interim, are Two, hardly noticed then at all by an 
expectant world. The first is: That in the King's little inroad 
down to Trautenau, just mentioned, four cannon drawn by 
horses were part of the King’s fighting gear,—-the first ap¬ 
pearance of Horse Artillery in the world. ‘ A very great in- 
‘ vention,’ says the military mind: * guns and carriages are 

* light, and made of the best material for strength ; the gun- 

* ners all mounted as postillions to them. Can scour along, 
‘ ovet hill and dale, wherever horse^ can ; and burst out, on 
' the sudden, where nobody was expecting artillery. Devised 
'in, 1758 ; ready this Year, four light six-pounders; tried first 

* in the King’s raid down to Trautenau’ (June 2 9th-30th). 

* Only four pieces as yet. But these did so well, there were 
‘ ye&rW more. Imitated by the Austrians, and gradually by 
‘ all me world.’*1 


The second fact is : That Herr Guichard (Author of that 
fine Book on the War-methods of the Greeks and Romans) is 
still about Iriedrich, as he has been for above a year past, 
if readers reipember; and, during those tedious weeks, is ad¬ 
mitted to a great deal of conversation with the King. Readers 
will Consent to this Note on Guichard ; and this shall be our 
ultimatum on the wearisome Three Months at Landshut. 

Major Qidntttt Idlius. ‘ Guichard is by birth a Magdeburger, age 

* •> la SelUniitg:, H. S5: '9th June 1759.’ Seyfarth, ii. S 43 . 

VdL. VlII. I 
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* now thirty-four; a solid staid man, with a good deal of hftyd fitMCaity 
' in him, and of culture unusual for a soldier A haHidy, saga^ious^ 

* learned and mtelligent -nan, whom F^iednch, m the courae a year’s 

* expenence, has grown to see willingly about him. There smne« 

* thing of positive m Guidi*-. d, of stiff and, as rt were, iviach 

‘ might have offended a w eaker taste, but Fnednch Ukes the nigged 

* sense of the man. Ins leal knowledge on certain inlere^mg Su^$$ 

* and the piccision with which the known and the not nghtty Itacwn 

* are divided hum one another, in Guichaid 

‘Guichanrs biismtss about the King his been miscelkneotil, not 

* woith mention hitlieito, but lo ipptaianct was well done. Of 

* they aie beginning to base tnou and more, especially at I^i&da^ut 
^ hen, m these days uf w iitmg, a great deal of talk on the Wars of 

* the Ancients, CniichardS Book tutu rally leading to that subject- One 

* night, datcablc acctdtnlall) iboul the end of May, the tojfnc hapjptfined 
‘ lo bt }*hnsiha, and tlic e\cdlcnt conduct of a certain Ctotutipn of 

* the J until r t ion, who, seeing Ponipey’s people about to take him 
‘ in flank sudflcnl) flung himsth into oblique ordci’ {srfirage 

as we did it i ci tlien) Mhciobv outflanking PompeyS people, and 

* nimm^ th u minauvK an 1 them “ A tle\lerous man, that<^umtus 

* Icilms the ( uituiiou t ’ obsuxed I nedueh “ Ah, yes but excuse 
^ nit, you! Mijtsty In mint wis Quintus < tcilius,” said Guichaid 

* ' Vo u \\ IS I the Ivin^ jiositivc to Ins opinion on that 

‘ snnll point wlntli Ciinthaid lud not the irt to Jet drop , though, 

* exetpL isSLitiou and counter isstrtion, what could be made «fit there/ 

* Oi of what use w is it nnywhut / 

iSext day, (jiuchnd ciiiu with the Book’ (what *^Book” nobody 
would ever yi t tell me), and putting his huger on the passage^ “ See, 

‘ youi Majesty t^uintus (( ubu'. extinguished his loyal oppctfient 
‘ “11m, answeitd 1 rudneh “so>—Well, you shall be QUiUtus 

* Iciiius, at my ^ ate ' And stniHitw ly had him enteied on the Artny 

* Books as \li)or Quintus luhus ’ his Majoislnp is to be dated 
‘ “ loUi ^pul ia5s ’ (to p\e him seiuority), and fiom and aftei this 

* “ z6lh May 1*^59 ’ lu is to comnnnd tlu lUc I>u VtigCi s Fict Bu- 

* taJiou All which w is dom —the Wot OAices somtwhAt a^onished 

* at such advent ol anlicjut Roman among them, but xMiting as 

* bidden, the h nd being plain, and the man -at undeniable surtick 

* Onwaid iiom which time time 1? always a “Battaheu Quintus” Ou 
‘ llicir books, instead c f baitdioii Du \ crgci, by degree* two Bat 

* Ulums Qunilus, nid at Ithglli thn c, and ^hiiutus bewtoc a Colonel 

‘—at Inch point the Wm ended, ami the three hiee Battahons 

* Quintus like all otheis ui tl e same tjqie xitie disehi^^Cd ’ 'this is 
the authentic origin of the new name Quintus, winch Guicbajd got# lo 
extinction of the old, substantially ihis^ as denied fiom Quintus 
self,— though in the piccisc details of it there are obscuntids, never yet 
solvc^ by the V inied Nicolai, fot example, though he had thte story 
from Qihntu> lU pen>on, who was his familur acliuaintancc, and often 
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ctaip^ to see Wm at Berlin, does not, with his usual punctuality, say, 
n^HT fcven confess that he has forgotten, what Book it was that Quintus 
blight with him to confute th<^mg on theij Icxlius-Occiliua contro* 
v«rsy; Nicolai only says* that hi, for his pari, in the fields of Roman 
literature and History, knows only three Quintus-Iciliuses, not one of 
Whom is of the least likelihood; and in fact, in the*above summary, I 
havo lUkd to my Nicolai on one point, to make the story stick 
tbgiethet.^ 

^Quintus had been bred for the clerical profession; carefully, at 
‘various Universities, Leyden last of all; and Jiad even preached, as 

* ^awiriidat^for license,hope with moderate oithodoxy;—though be 

* $003 renounced that career. Exchanged it foi learned and vigorous 
^ general study, with an eye to some College Jhofcssorsliip mstca<i. lie 
^ was still hardly twenty-three, M'hcn, in 1747, the new Stattholder,’ 
FrifUSt of Orange, whom we used to know, ‘ who had his eye upon 

* hthl as a youth of merit, graciously undertook to get him placetl at 

* Utrecht, in a vacancy which had ]ust occunerl there,—whither tlie 

* Prince tVas just lioumi, on some ceieinonrnl \isit of a high nature. 

‘ The glad Quintus, at that trine (luuiiaid and little thinking of such 

* an alias, hastened to set-off in the Ihince’s train; but could get no 
^ conveyance, such was the pi ess of people all for Utiecht. And did 

* not arrive till next day,—and found quarter, with difficulty, in the 

* garret of some overflowing Inn. 

* In the lower stories of his Inn, solitary (Juichard, when night fell, 

* heard a specific ^^auaftamus going on; and unjuired what it was, ''A 

* company of Professors, handselling a ncwly-appoinifsl Professor;”— 

* appointcfl, as the next question taught, to the very C'hau i^oor Quin- 

* tus had come for! Serene llighnt'ss could not help himself; the 

* UtreChters were so bent on the thing. Quintus lay awake, all night, 

‘ in his truckle-bed; and gloomily resolvccl to have done with Profes- 

* sorships, and become a soldiei, “ If your Seiene Highness do still 

* favour me,” said Quintijs next day, “ I solicit, as the one help for 

* me, an ensign's conunissiou !”—Ami persisted rigorously, in spite of 
‘all ccmnsclliugs, promises and outlooks on the jnok-vsoiial side of 

* thfrjgs. So that Serene Highness Ind to grant him Ins commission; 

* and Quintus was a soldier thenceforth. Koughl, nune or less, in the 
‘ ^d remainder of that Cumberland-Saxe Wat; and after the Peace of 


^ 1748 continued in the Dutch service. Wheie, loath to be idle, he 

* got his learned Books out again, and look to studyrng llioioughly the* 
‘ Artdent A# of War. After years of ihL, it had giowu so hopeful 

* th^t he proceeded to a Book upon it ; and, by degrees, determined 
/ that he uiuSt get to certain Libiaiics in England, before finishing. 

* In 1754, on furlough, graciously allowed and continued, he came to 

* lioudon accordingly; foxished hts manuscrip}: the/e (printed at the 
^ Hague 1757“); and new War having now begun, went over (pro- 

^ Nicoia^ vi. 1*9-14 s 

** t^ur (i La Haye, 1757: * >»oiI 4to) ,-®waB in the 

edition when I last h**ard of it 
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* bably with English introductions) as volimteer to Duko Eordtnimd* 

* By Duke Ferdinand he was recommended to Friedrich, the jgoat <;i|'ieL!l 

* his efforts, as of everyrvagrant sol<^-r’s in those times !-*«and hewf nt 
' last, as Quintus Icilius, he has founo permanent billet, a Battalion and 
‘ gradually three Battalions, and will not need to roam any farther. 

‘ They say, wfeat is very credible, that Quintus proved fxi activ^^ 

* stout and elTectual soldier, in his kind; and perhaps we may heat of 
' some of his small-war adventures by and by: that he was H studious^ 

* hard-headed, well-informed man, a.id had written an excellent Book 

* on his subject, is still abundantly clear. Readers may lo6k in the 
‘ famous Gibbon’s Autobiography^ or still better in the Guichatd 

* itself, if they want evidence. The famous Gibbon was drilling and 
‘ wheeling, very peaceably indeed, in the Hampshire Militia, in those 

* wild years of European War. Hampshire Militia served as Ot 

* glossary in a sort, to this new Book of Guichard’s, which Gibbon 

* eagerly bought and studied; and it was Guichard, alias QuintUS leiUus, 

* who taught Gibbon all he ever knew of Ancient War, at least all tJiO 

* teaching he ever had of it, for his renowned Decline and FalV"^ 

It was in the last days of June that Daun, after many 
hitchings, got into more decisive general movement northward; 
and slowly but steadily planted himself at Mark-Lissa in tbc 
Lausitz: upon which, after some survey of the phenotnencm, 
Friedrich got to Schmdttseifen, opposite him, July loth. Frieda 
rich, on noticing such stir, had ridden down toTrautenau (J^ne 
29th-3oth), new Horse-Artillery attending, to look closer Into 
Daun’s affairs ; and, seeing what they were, had thereupon fol¬ 
lowed. Above a month before this, Friedrich had detached a 
considerable force against the Russians,—General Dohna, of 
whom in next Chapter:—and both Daun and he again sit wait^ 
ing, till they sec farther. Rapid Friedrich is obliged to wait; 
watching Daun and the Dohna-Russian adventure: slow Daun 
will continue to wait and watch there, long weeks and months, 
after that is settled, that and much else, fully to his mind 1 
Each is in his impregnable Camp; and each, Daun especially, 
has his Divisions and Detachments hovering round him, near 
br far, on different strategic errands ; each Main-Camp like a 
planet with various moons—Mark-Lissa especial!^ a kind of 
sun with planets and comets and planetary moons^^-^Mof whose 
intricate motions and counter-motions, mostly unimportant to 

•* Stc Gibbon’s London, 1796: Mentoirs myL^e 

i 07; ^^yoAKExiraits de mes Lert$tres) ii. 59-54, of dates May ]:4th-96tli, i7^--duniW 
wDscb days Gibbon U engaged m actual reading of d:e Mimoires MUHmreMi aM 
already knoeri the Author by his alias of Qt 4 &tus Icilias, man df emmatU saga* 

* city and if sight, who was in the Duteh, and is now, I believe, in ^ Bttmutdk 

* service.' » ^ 
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U8, we promised to take no notice, in face of such a crisis just 
at Kati^ ^ « 

By the 6th of July, slow Imun had got hitched into his Camp 
of Mark-Lissa; and four days after, Friedrioh attending him, 
was in Schmdttseifen: where again was pause; and there 
passed nothing mentionable, even on Friedrich’s score; and 
till July was just ending, the curtain did not fairly rise. Pause 
of above two weeks on Friedrich’s part, and of almost three 
months on Baun’s. Mark-Lissa, an impregnable Camp, is on 
the Lausitz Border; with Saxony, Silesia, Bohemia all con- 
VeiSing hereabouts, and Brandenburg itself in the vicinity,— 
there is not a better place for waiting on events. Here, ac¬ 
cordingly, till well on in September, Daun sat immovable ; not 
even hitching now,—only shooting-out Detachments, planet¬ 
ary, cometary, at a great rate, chiefly on his various Russian 
errands. 

Daun, as we said, had been uncomfortably surprised to find, 
byd^frees, that Invasion was not Friedrich’s plan this Year; 
that the dramatic parts are redistributed, and that the playing 
of Pabius-Cunctator will not now serve one’s turn. Daun, who 
may well be loath to believe such a thing, clings to his old 
part, and seems very lazy to rise and try another. In fact, he 
does not rise, properly speaking, or take-up his new part at all. 
This Year, and all the following, he waits carefully till the Rus¬ 
sian Lion come; muU then endeavous to assist,—or even do 
jackal, which will be safer still. The Russians he intends shall 
act Uon; he himself modestly playing the subaltern but much 
safes part I Diligent to flatter the lion; will provide him guid¬ 
ance, and fractional sustenances, in view of the coming hunt; 
will eat the lion’s leavings, once the prey is slaughtered. This 
really was, in some sort, Daun’s yearly game, so long as it 
would last I— 

July ending, and the curtain fairly risen, we shall have to * 
look at FriejjlpriCh with our best eyesight. Preparatory to which, 
there is, On Friedrich’s part, ever since the middle of June, this 
Anti-Russiaff Dohna adventure going on :T-of which, at first, 
and till about the time of getting to Schmdttseifcn, he had 
great hopes; great, though of late rapidly sinking again:—into 
which we must first throw a glance, as properly the opening 

scene. • * 
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Fouquet has been left at Landshut. should the Dautt rem¬ 
nants still in Bohcmlk think of invading. Fouquet is about 
rooting himself rather firmly into that important Post; fortify¬ 
ing various select Hills round Landshut, with redoubts, curtains, 
communications; so as to keep ward there, inexpughable to a 
much stronger force. There for about a year, with occasional 
short sallies, on errands that arise, Fouquet sat successfully 
vigilant; resisting the Devilles, Becks, Harsches; protecting 
Glatz and the Passes of Silesia: in about a year we shall hear 
of his fortunes worsening, and of a great catastrophe to him ip 
that Landshut Post. 

Friedrich allowed the Reichsfolk "two good months,” alter 
all that flurrying and havoc done on them, " before they C0Ul4 
show face in Saxony.” They did take about that time; and 
would have taken more, had not Prince Henri been called away 
by other pressing occasions in Friedrich’s own neighbourhood; 
and Saxony, for a good while (end of June to beginning of Sep¬ 
tember), been left almost bare of Prussian troops. Which en¬ 
courages the Rcichs Army to hurry afield in very unprepared 
condition,—still rather within the two months. End of July, 
Light people of them push across to Halberstaflt at Halle 
Country; and are raising Contributions, and plundering dili¬ 
gently, if nothing else. Of which we can take no notice fkrther: 
if the reader can recollect it, well; if not, also well. The poor 
Reichs Army nominally makes a figure this Year, but nomin¬ 
ally only; the effective part of it, now and henceforth, being 
Austrian Auxiliaries, and the Reichs part as flaccid and insig- 
i^ificant as ever. 

Prince Henri’s call to quit Saxony was this. Daun, among 
the numerous Detachments he was making, of which we can 
take no notice, had shot-out Two (rather of cometaty type, to 
use our old figure),—which every reader must try to keep in 
mind. Two Detachments, very considerable; Haddick (who 
grew at last to 20,000), and Loudon (16,000); wLo are hover¬ 
ing about mysteriously over the Lausitt |—intending wliat ? 
’Their intention, Friedrich thinks, especially Haddick’S inten¬ 
tion, may be towards Brandenburg, and even Berlin; where¬ 
fore he has summoned Henri to look after it. Henri, resting 
in cantonments about Tschopau and Dresden, after the late 
fatiguek and idle for the moment, hastens to obey; and is in 
Bautzen neighbourhood, from about the end of J unc and onward. 
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’ SttMdently attentive to Haddick and Loudon : who make no 
attempt on Brandenburg; living indc^, as Friedrich gradu¬ 
ally sees, and as all of us shall soon see, a very different object 
in view 1—• 

CHAPTER II. 

GEKEKAn UOHIIA; PICTATOR WEDELL: BATTLE OF ZOLUCHAU. 

TUE Russian Lion, urged by Vienna and Versailles, made 
his entry, this Year, earlier than usual,—corning now within 
wind of Mark-Lissa, as we see;—and has stirred Daun into 
motion, Daun and everybody. From the beginning of April, 
the Rnssians, hibernating in the interior parts of Poland, W'ere 
awake, and getting slowly under way. April 24th, the Van¬ 
guard of 10,000 quitted Thorn; June ist,Vangiiaid is in Posen ; 
followed by a First Division and a Second, each of 30,000. 
They call^ it “Soltikof crossing the Wciohsel with loo.ooo 
men but, exclusive of the Cossack swarms, there were not 
above 7 5,000 regulars: nor was Soltikof their Captain just at 
first; our old friend Fermor was, and continued to be till Sol¬ 
tikof, in a private capacity, reached Posen (June 29th), and 
produced his new commission. At Feimor’s own reciuest, as 
Fermor pretended,—who was skilled m Petcisburg politics, 
and with a cheerful face served thenceforth as Soltikof’s se¬ 
cond. « 

At Posen, as on the road thither, they find Sulkowski’s and 
the other burnt provenders abundantly replaced: it is evident 
they intend, in concert with Daun, to enclose Friedrich between 
two fires, and do something considerable. Whether on Brand¬ 
enburg or Silesia, is not yet known to Fricdricli. Friedrich, 
since the time they crossed Weichscl, has given them his best 
attention; and more than once has had schemes on their Ma¬ 
gazines and them,—once a new and bigger Scheme actually 
afoot, und|f Wobersnowagain, our Anti-Sulkowski friend; but 
vlras obliged to turn the foi ce elsewhither, or. alarms that rose. 
He himsehl cannot quit the centre of the work; his task being 
to watch Daun, and especially', should Daun attempt nothing 
ebe, to prevent junction of Soltikof and him. 

Daun still lies torpid, or merely hitching about; but now 
when the Russians are approaching Posen, and the, cjise be¬ 
comes pressing, Friedrich, as is usual to him, draws upon the 
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Anti-Swedish resource, upon the Force he has in Potnmem. 
That is to say, orders General Do^a, who has the Swedes well 
driven 4 n at present, to quit Strpsund Country, to leave the 
ineffectual Swedes with some very small attendance; and to 
march,—with certain reinforcements that are arriving (Wo- 
bersnow already, Hulsen with io,ooo out of Saxony in fteW days), 
-^direct against the Russians ; and at once go-in upon them, 
Try to burn their Magazines again; or, equally good, to fall 
vigorously on some of their separate Divisions, and cut them 
off in the vagrant state;—above all, to be vigorous, be rapid* 
sharp, and do something effectual in that quarter. These weare 
Dohna’s Instructions. Dohna has 18,000; Hulsen, with hiS 
10,000, is industriously striding forward, from the farther <side 
of Saxony; Wobersnow, with at least his own fine head, is al* 
ready there. Friedrich, w.atching in the Anti-Junction position* 
ready for the least chance that may turn up. 

Dohna marched accordingly; but was nothing like rapid 
enough; an old man, often m ill health too; and no doubt 
plenty of impediments about him. He consumed some time 
rallying at Stargard; twelve days more at Landsberg, on the 
Warta, settling his provision matters: in fine, did not get to 
Posen neighbourhood till June 23d, three weeks after the Rus¬ 
sian Vanguard of 10,000 had fixed itself there, and other Rus¬ 
sian parties were daily dropping-in. Dohna was 18,000, a 
Wobersnow with him: had he gone at once on Posen, as Wo¬ 
bersnow urged, it is thougiit he might perhaps have ruined this 
Vanguard and the Russian Magazine; which would have been 
of signal service for the remaining Campaign. But he preferred 
waiting for Hulsen and the 10,000, who did not arrive for seven 
or eight days more; by which time Soltikof and most of the 
Russian Divisions had got in;—and the work was become 
good as hopeless, on those languid terms. Dohna did try upon 
the Magazine, said to be ill-guarded in some Suburb of Posen; 
crossed the Warta with that view, found no Magazine; re- 
crossed the Warta; and went mcnoeuvring aboutr unable to 
do the least good on Soltikof or his Magazines orcopetatiottS. 
Friedrich was still in Landshut region, just about quitting it,— 
just starting on that little Trautenau Expedition, with his Fou^ 
Pieces of Horse-Artillery (June 29th), when first lU-newS Of 
Dohna came in; which gieatly disappointed Friedrich* and 
were followed by worse, instead of better. 
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The end SoUikof, being now all ready, winded himself 
out of Rosen one day, veiled by Cossacks; and, to Dohna’s 
horror, had got, or was in ibe act of ^tting, between Dohna 
and Brandenburg; which necessitated new difhcult manoeuvres 
from Dohna., Soltikof too can manoeuvre %. little: Soltikof 
edges isteadily forward; making for Crossen-on-Oder, where he 
exi^iCtS to find Austrians (Haddick and Loudon, if Friedrich 
could yet guess it), with 30,000 odd, especially with provision, 
which is wearing scarce with him. Twice or so there was still 
a pretty opportunity for Dohna on him ; but Dohna never could 
resolve about it in time. Back and ever back goes Dohna ; 
facing Soltikof; but always hitching back; latterly in Bran¬ 
denburg ground, the Russians and he ;—having no provision, 
he either. In fine, July 17th (one week after Friedrich had 
got to Schmdttseifen), Dohna finds himself at the little Town 
OfZfiUichau (barely in time to snatch it before Soltikof could), 
within thirty miles of Crossen; and nothing but futility behind 
and before.^ 


We can imagine Friedrich’s daily survey of all this; his 
gloomy calculations what it will soon amount to if it last. He 
has now no Winterfeld, Schwerin, no Keith, Retzow, Moritz: 
-»whoin has he ? His noblest Captains are all gone ; he must 
)^t*up with the less noble. One Wedell, Lieutenant-General, 
had lately recommended himself to the royal mind by actions 
of a jirompt daring. The royal mind, disgusted with these 
Dohna hagglings, and in absolute Necessity of finding some¬ 
body that had resolution, and at least ordinary Prussian skill, 
hoped Wedell was the man. And determined, the crisis being 
so urgent, to send Wedell in the character of Alter-Ego, or 
“with the powers of a Roman Dictator,” as the Order ex¬ 
pressed it* Dictator Wedell is to supersede Dohna ; shall go, 
at his own swift pace, fettered by nobody;—and, at all hazards, 
shall attack Soltikof straightway, and try to beat him. “ You 
are grown too old for that intricate hard work; go home a 
little, and^ecover your health,” the King writes to Dohna. 
And to the^ohna Army, “ Obey this man, all and sundry of 
you, as you would myselfthe man’s private Order being, 
“ Go in upon SoUikof; attack him straightway; let us have 
done with this wriggling and haggling.” Date of this Order 


^ 7 empelh<>r, iii. 78-88; Hchten-Qeschkhte, v 8-]5-847. 

^ Oiven in u« ao7» 208; in Stexunl, v. ha, other particulars. 
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is, *Camp at SchmiSttseifen, 20th July *759.' The purpose of 
such high-flown Till^ j,nd solerani||f of nomination, was mainly, 
it appears, to hush-down any hes^ation or surprise among the 
Dohna Generals, which, as Wedeli was *the youngest Lieu¬ 
tenant-General of the Army,’ might otherwise have been pos¬ 
sible. 

Wedeli, furnished with some small escort and these Docu¬ 
ments, arrives in Camp Sunday evening 22d July:—poor Dohna 
has not the least word or look of criticism; and every Oepcral, 
suppressing whatever thoughts there may be, prepares to yield 
loyal obedience to Dictator Wedeli. “ Wobersnow was the far 
better soldier of the two 1 " murmured the Opposition party, 
then and long afterwards,'^—all the more, as Wobersnoii^S be¬ 
haviour under it was beautiful, and his end tragical, as wlU be 
seen, Wobersnow I perceive to liave been a valiant shnrp- 
striking man, with multifarious resources in his head; who had 
faithfully helped in these operations, and I believe been urgent 
to quicken them. But what I remember best of him is his 
hasty admirable contrivance for field-bakery in pressing cir¬ 
cumstances,—the substance of which shall not hidden from 
a mechanical age ; 

‘ You construct six slight square iron frames, each hinged to the 

* other; each, say, two feet s(iuare, or the breadth of two common 
‘ tiles, and siiaped on the edges so as to take-in tiles j—'tiles are to bfc 
‘ found on every human cottj^ge. This iron frame, when you hook it 
‘ together, becomes the ghost of a cubic box, and by the help of twelve 
‘ tiles becomes a compact field-ovenj and you can bake with it, ifjmU 
‘ have flour and water, .aii<l a few sticks. The succinctest ovefi ever 

* lieaid of; for your opeiatioii done, and your tiles flung ou| amun, it 
‘ is capable of all folding flat like a book'.’* Never till now had Wober- 
snow’s oven been at fault: but m thes'* Polish Villages, all of mere 
thatched hovels, there was not a tile to be found; and the Bakery, with 
astonishment, saw itself unable to proceed. 

, Wedeli arrived Sunday evening 22d July; had crossed 
Oder at T&chischcrzig,—some say by Crossen Bridge ; no 
matter which. Dohna's Camp is some thirty miles west of 
Crossen ; in and near the small Town called Zulli&hau, where 
his headquarter is. In those dull peaty Countries, on the right, 
which is thereabouts the northern (not eastern), bank of Oder; 
between the Oder and the Warta; some seventy miles south- 
by-east oJLandsbcrg, and perhaps as far south-west of Bosen :* 

* Reuow, &C. * ReUvw, il Ss n. * Se« Map, at end of Volume. 
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«thithet has Dohna now got with his futile ttanoeuvrings, Sol* 
tikof, dtawn-up amid serftibby woods •and sluggish intricate 
brooks, is about a mile to east of him. 

Poor Dohna demits at once; and, I *couId conjecture, 
vanishes that very night; glad to be out of such a thing. 
Painhdly has Dohna manoeuvred for weeks past; falling back 
daily; only anxious latterly that Soltikof, who daily tries it, do 
not get to westward of him on the Frankfurt road, and so end 
this sad shuf 9 e. Soltikof as yet has not managed that ulti¬ 
mate fatality; Dohna, by shuffling back, does at least con¬ 
trive to keep between Frankfurt and him ;—will not try attack¬ 
ing Wm, much as Wobersnow urges it. Has agreed twice or 
oftenen, on Wobersnow’s urgency ; “ Yes, yes ; we have a 
chance,” Dohna would answer ; “ only let us rest till tomor¬ 
row, and be fresh 1" by which time the opportunity was always 
gone again. 

Wedell had arrived with a grenadier battalion and some 
horse for escort; had picked-up 150 Russian prisoners by the 
way. Retzow has understood he came-in with a kind of state ; 
and seemed more or less inflated; conscious of representing 
the King’s person, and being a Roman Dictator,-—though it 
is a perilously difficult office too, and requires more than a 
Letter of Instructions to qualify you for it! This is not 
Leonidas Wedell, whom readers once knew ; poor Leonidas 
is dead long since, fell in the Battle of Sohr, soon after the 
heroic feat of Ziethen’s and his at Elbc-Teinitz (Defence of 
Elbe against an Army); this is Leonidas’s elder Brother. 
Friedrich had observed his fiery ways on the day of Leuthen : 
*^Hah, a new Winterfeld perhaps?” thought Friedrich, “All 
the Winterfeld I now have 1”—which proved a fond hope. 
Wedcll’S Dictatorship began this Sunday towards sunset; and 
lasted—in practical fact, it lasted one day. 

DidMor Wedell fights his Battle (Monday 23d July 

1759), without Success. 

Mcmday morning early, Wedell is on the heights, rccon- 
noiterfag Soltikof; cannot sec muc^ of him, the ground being 
so wondy ; does see what he takes to be Soltikof’s left wing ; 
and judges that Soltikof will He quiet for this day. • Which 
was tar from a right reading of Soltikof; the fact being that 
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Soltikof, in long columns and divisions, beginning with his 
right wing, was all on march siime daybreak ; what W«ddl 
took for Sollikof’s “ left wing” befrg Soltikofs rearguard and 
baggage, waiting ^ill the roads cleared. Wedell, having settled 
everything on the above footing, returns to Ziillichau hbcnlt 
lo o’clock; and about ir, Soltikof. miles long, disengaged 
from the bushy hollows, makes his appearance on the open 
grounds of Palzig : he, sure enough (though Wedell can hatdly 
believe it),—five or six miles to north-cast yonder; tmmping 
diligently along, making for Crossen and the Oder Bridge;— 
and is actually ahead of us, at last! 

This is what Wedell cannot sufife’-, cost what it may, 
Wedell’s orders were, in such case, Attack the Russians. 
Wedell instantly took his measures ; not unskilfully, say 
judges,—though the result proved disappointing; and Wo* 
bersnow himself earnestly dissuaded; “Too questionable, I 
should doubt! Soltikof is 70,000, and has no end of Artillery ; 
we are 26,000, and know not if we can bring a single gun to 
where Soltikof is !’’5 

Wedeli’s people liave already, of their own accord, got to 
arms again ; stand waiting his orders on this new emergency. 
No delay in Wedell or in them. “ May not it be another 
Rossbach (if we are lucky) ?” thinks Wedell: “ Cannot we 
burst-in on their flank, as they march yonder, those awkward 
fellows ; and tumble them^nto heaps ?” The differences were 
several-fold ; First, that Friedrich and Seidlitz are not here. 
Many brave men wc have, and skilful; but not a master and 
man like these Two. Secondly, that there is no Janus HUl to 
screen our intentions ; but that the Russians have us io full 
view while we make ready. Thirdly, and still more knpoT* 
tant, that we do not know the ground, and what hidden inac¬ 
cessibilities lie ahead. This last is judged to have been the 
killing circumstance. Between the Russians and us there'is a 
paltry little Brook, or line of quagmire ; scarcely noticeable 
here, but passable nowhere except at the Village-Mill of Kay, 
by one poor Bridge there. And then, farther inVards, as 
shelter of the Russians, there is another quaggy Brook, braaeh 
of the above, which is without bridge altogether. Houta will 
be required to get 26,000 people marched up there, not to 
speak o( h^pavy guns at all. 

* lempelhof, iii. 133-134, 
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' t The 26 iOOO march with their usual mathematical dispatch: 
'Manteuffel and the Vangyard strike-in with their sharpest 
edge, foot &nd horse, dir^t on the 'Head of the Russian 
Columo* Manteuffel leading'on, so soon as his few battalions 
and sijuadrons are across. Head means (or life) to this 
Russian Column ; and these Manteuffel people go at it with 
extraordinary energy. The Russian H ead gives way ; infantry 
and cavalry:—their cavalry was driven quite to rear, and 
never came in sight again after this of Manteuffel. But the 
Russians have abundance of Reserves; also of room to man¬ 
oeuvre in,—no lack of ground open, and ground defensible 
(Palzig Village and Churchyard, for example);—above all, 
they l^ve abundance of heavy guns. 

Well in recoil from Manteuffel and his furies, the beaten 
Russians succeed in forming ‘ a long Line behind Palzig Vil¬ 
lage,’ with that Second, slighter or Branch Quagmire between 
them and us ; they get the Village beset, and have the Church¬ 
yard of it lined with batteries,—say seventy guns. Manteuffel, 
unsupported, has to fall back ;—unwillingly, and not chased 
Or in disorder,—towards Kay-MiH again ; where many are by 
this time across. Hulsen, with the Centre, attacks now, as the 
Vanguard had done; with a will, he too : Wobersnow, all 
manner of people attack ; time after time, for about four hours 
coming ; and it proves all in vain, on that Churchyard and 
new Line. Without cannon, we are repulsed, torn away by 
those Russian volcano-batteries ; never enough of us at once ! 

Hulsen, Wobersnow, everybody in detail is repulsed, or 
finds his success unavailing. Poor Wobersnow did wonders ; 
but he fell, killed. Gone he ; and has left so few of his like : 
a man that could ill be spared at present !—Day is sinking ; 
we find we have lost, in killed, wounded and prisoners, some 
6,000 men. ‘About sunset,’—flaming July sun going down 
among the .moorlands on such a scene,—Wedell gives it up j 
retires slowly towards Kay Bridge. Slowly; not chased, or 
molested ;^oltikof too glad to be rid of him. Soltikofs one 
aim is, andLwas, towards Crossen ; towards Austrian Junction, 
and something to live upon, Soltikof’s loss of men is reckoned 
to be heavier even than Wedell’s : but he could far better afford 
it. He has gained his point; and the price is small in com¬ 
parison, Next day he enters Crossen on triumphant tprms. 
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Poor Wedell had returned over Kay-Mill Bridge^' ^ the 
night-time after his Defeat. On the morrow (Tuesday 
day of Soltikofs glad entry), Wc<^ll crosses Oder; at 
scherzig, the old place of Sunde^ evening last,—iu how de¬ 
ferent a humour,# this time !—and in a day more, posts him- 
self opposite to Crossen Bridge, five or six miles south; and 
again sits watchful of Soltikof there. At Crossen, triumphaxtt 
Soltikof has found no Austrian Junction, nor anything addi¬ 
tional to live upon. A very disappointing circumstance to 
Soltikof: Austrian Junction still a problem, then ; a thing in 
the air ? And perhaps the King of Prussia taking charge.of it 
now r* Soltikof, nioi‘c and more impatient, after waiting some 
days, decided Not to cross Oder by that Bridge shy of 
crossing anywhere'* (think the French Gentlemen, Monmr.0t, 
Montalembcrt), " to the King of Prussia’s side Which is 
not unlikely, though the King is above too miles off him, and 
has Daun on his hands. Certain enough, keeping the River 
between him and any operations of the King, Soltikof set-out 
for Frankfurt, forty or fifty miles farther down. In the hope 
probably of finding something of human provender withal? 
July 30th, one week after his Battle, the vanguard of him is 
there. 

Thus, in two days, or even in one, has Wedell’s Dictator¬ 
ship ended. Easy to say scoffingly, “ Would it had never 
begun !” Friedrich knows that, and Wedell knows it;— 
the event everybody knoWs it! Friedrich said nothing of re¬ 
proachful ; the reverse rather,—“ 1 dreaded something of the 
kind; it is not your fault —ordered Wedell to watch dili¬ 
gently at Crossen Bridge, and be ready on farther signal. The 
Wedell Problem, in such ruined condition, has now fallen to 
Friedrich himself. 

This is the Battle of ZilUichau (afternoon of 23d July 
1759); the beginning of immense disasters in this Campaigov 
Battle called also of Aiczyand of Palsig^ those alsolDciiitg main 
localities in it. It was lost, not by fault of Wedtirs people, 
who spent ibcmschcs nobly upon it, nor perhaps by fault of 
Wedell himself, but principally, if not solely, b * those two 
paltry Brooks, or threads of Quagmire, one of which turn^ 
Kay Mill: memorable Brooks in this Cantpaign, 1739*^ 

• Stbtuiel, iv 3 J 5 (indistinct, gWini? a •wrong citation of ^ MonUl«itibert, ii 

7 To IVikUU, from iko ‘SrhmW^wnfon, July 24th. 1755* (in Schftnine, iL 

418). ** Tcmpclhof, in. 
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Close in the same neighbourhood* there is another equally 
^htetnptible Brook* making towards Oder, and turning the 
fltK^ed ICrebsmuhle, which\became stMl more famous to the 
#hole European Public twAity years hence, Knbsmilhle 

as yet quite undistinguished among Mills ; be- 
lon^ng to a dusty individual called Miller Arnold, with a dusty 
Son of his own for Miller's Lad : was it at work this day ? Or 
had the terrible sound from Palzig quenched its clacking ?— 

Some three weeks ago {^ihSili July)^ there occurred a 
sudden sharp thing at Havre-de-Grace on the French Coast, 
worth a word from us in this place. The Montazets, Mont- 
alfuab^rts, watching, messaging about, in the Austnan-Russian 
Courts and Camps, assiduously keeping their Soltikofs in tune, 
we can observe how busy they are. Soubise with his Invasion 
trf England, all the French are very busy ; they have con¬ 
quered Hessen from Duke Ferdinand, and promise themselves 
ii glorious Campaign, after that Seizure of Frankfurt, Soubise, 
intent on his new Enterprise, is really making ardent prepara¬ 
tions : at Vannes in the Morbihan, such rendezvousing and 
equipping ;—especially at Havre, no end of flat-bottomed boats 
getting built; and much bluster and agitation among the 
weaker sorts in both Nations. Whereupon, 

*yuly ist* (just in the days while Friedrich first trying Horse 
Artillery), * Rear-Admiral Rodney sails from Poitsmouth with a few 

* Prigaleh,, and Six Bomb-ketches’ Fasrhsb, F/as/, and such 

nomenclatures®); 'and in the afternoon of Tuesday 3d arrives in the 
‘ frith or bay of Havre. Steers Inmsell piopeily inti) ‘‘the Channel ol 

* Honfleuf” belore daik; and therefiom, with his Fnedrake, Basilisk 
‘and Company, begins such a bombaulinent ofllavie and llie flat- 

* bottomed manufactories as was quite surpiising. Fifiy-two incessant 

* hours of it, before he thought poor Havie had enough. Poor Havre 

* bad been on fire six times; the flat manufactory (unquenchable), I 

* know not how many; all the inhabitants off m despair; and the Gar- 
' risou building this battery to no purpose, then that; no salvation fof 

* them but M Rodney’s "mortars getting too hot*’ He had fired of 

* shells 1,900, of carcasses 1,150: from Wednesday about sumise till 
' Friday abdbt 8 A.M., —about time now for breakfast; which I hope 
' everybody had, after such a stretch of work. No damage to speak 

the French Gazetteers; "we will soon refit everything!” 

* Bat they never did; nothing came of Havre henceforth. Vannes 

^ hinvih Beatson, NatkU and MiUiary (London, xSoi), ii. 241: 

MmrnHjr Wef), ib, u. 1*3, 
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was always, and is now st^l more, to be the main place; paly 
Hawke,—moat unexpectedly, for one fancied all tbcir «m" 
ployed in distant partsi—^rides therr with a Channel Fleet 
able natnre; and the previous quetH;itm always is: " Cannot Wn b«|l 
Hawke ? Can ^e 1 Or will not he perhaps go, of himaeif, whtaa 
the rough weather comes ^ 


CHAPTER III. 

TRIEDRICH IN PERSON ATTEMPTS THE RUSSIAN PROBLEM ; NOT 

WITH SUCCESS. 

Before Wedell’s catastrophe, the Affair of those Haddick* 
Loudon Detachments had become a little plainer to Friedrich. 
The intention, he begins to suspect, is not for Berlin at aU 5 
but for junction with Soltikof,—at Crossen or wherever it may 
be. This is in fact their real purpose; and this, beyond almost 
Berlin itself, it is in the highest degree important to prevent. 
Important; and now as if become impossible 1 

Prince Henri had come to Bautxen with his Army, specially 
to look after Loudon and Haddick; and he has, all this while, 
had Fmck with some 10,000 diligently patrolling to westward 
of them, guarding Berlin; he himself watching from the 
southern side,—wheie, as on the western, there was no danger 
from them. Some time before Wedell’s affair, Friedrich had 
pushed-out Eugen of Wurtemberg to watch these people on 
the eastern side;—suspicious that thitherward lay their real 
errand, Eugen had but 6,000; and, except in conjunction 
with Finck and Henri, could do nothing,—nor can, now when 
Friedrich’s suspicion turns-out to be fatally true. Friedrich 
had always the angry feeling that Finck and Prince Henri 
were the blameworthy parties in what now ensued ; that they, 
who were near, ought to have divined these people’s secret, and 
spoiled it in time ; not have left it to him, who was far off, and 
So busy otherwise. To the last, that was his fixed private 
opinion; by no means useful to utter,—especially\t present, 
while attempting the now very doubtful enterprise h’njsdf, aft4 
needing all about him to be swift and zealous. This is One of 
Friedrich's famous labours, this of the Haddick>Loudon juno 
tion with Soltikof; strenuous short spasm of effort, of about a 
week’s continuance ; full of fiery insight, velocity, enei^; still 
/i»dmire& by judges, though it was unsuccessful, or only half 
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success. Difficult to bring home, in uny measure, to the mind 
of moderri readers, so remote from it. 

^ Friedrich got the news ZiilJichau ^ext day, July 24111; 
—and instantly made ready. * The case is critical; cipccially 
this Haddick-Loudon part of it: add 30 or 2^6,000 Austrians 
to Soltikof, how is he then to bdijfcalt with? A case strin¬ 
gently pressing:—and the rejSourc^Tor it few and scattered. 
For several days past, Haddick, and Loudon under liini, whose 
motions were long enigmatic, have been marching steadily 
eastward through the Lausitz,—with the evident purpose of 
joining Soltikof; unless Wcdell could forbid. Wedcll ahead 
was the grand opposition ;—Finck, Henri, Wurtemborg, as 
good as useless ;—and Wcdell being now struck-down, these 
Austrians will go, especially Loudon will, at a winged rate. 
They are understood to be appioaching Sagan Country ; hap¬ 
pily, as yet, well to westward of it, and from Sagan Town well 
»< 7 r/ 4 -westward;—but all accounts of them arc vague, dim : 
they are an obscure entity to Friedrich, but a vitally important 
one. Sagan Town may be about 70 miles northward of where 
Friedrich now is : from Sagan, were they once in the meridian 
of Sagan, their road is free eastward and northward;—to 
Crossen is about 60 miles north-by-cast from Sagan, to Frank¬ 
furt near 100 north. Sagan is on the Ilober; Hober, in every 
event, is between the Austrians and their aim. 

Friedrich feels that, however dangerous to (luit Uaun's 
neighbourhood, he must, he in persoif, go at once. And who. 
in the interim, will watch Daun and his enterprises ? Fried¬ 
rich's reflections arc: “Well, in the crisis of the moment. 
Saxony, —though there already arc marauding Bodies of 
Reichsfolk in it,—must still be left to itself for a time; or can¬ 
not Finck and his £0,000 look to it? Henri, with his Army, 
now useless at Bautzen, shall instantly rendezvous at Sagan ; 
his Army to go with me, against the Russians and their llad- 
dick-Loudons ; Henri to Schmdttscifcn, instead of me, and* 
attend to lifiun ; Henri, I have no other left I Finck and his 
10,000 mu|>. take charge of Saxony, such charge as he can :— 
how lucky those Spring Forays, which destroyed the Rclchs 
Magazines! Whereby there is no Kcichs Army yet got into 
Saxony (nothing but preliminary pulses and splashings of it); 
none yet, nor like to be quite at once.” That is Fnechicirs 
swift plaC 
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Henri rose on the instant, as did everybody t 

July 29th, Henri and. Army were at Sagan; Army wald^tiN' ^ 
the King ; Henri so far on his^oad to Schtndttsei^n*^ fl 0 
had come to S^gan • by almost the rapidest march<^& ever 
heard of/—or ever till soim others of Henri*$ own* 
made in that neighbourho^pl soon. Punctual, he, to his 4 ^^; 
as are Eugen of Wurtemberg’s people, and all DelachmenU 
and Divisions : Friedrich himself arrives at Sagan th%t eatiie 
29th, ' about midnight/—and finds plenty of work waltih^ ; 
no sleep these two nights past; and none coming just yet! A 
most swift rendezvous. The speed of everybody has been* and 
needs still to be, intense. 

This rendezvous at Sagan, — intersection of Henri; «|n 4 
Friedrich, bound different roads (the Brothers, I think;* did 
not personally meet, Henri having driven-off for SchzndttseHeh 
by a shorter road),—was Szmday yuly Following which* 

are six days of such a hunt for those Austrian reytiards 
seldom or never was! Most vehement, breathless, baffling 
hunt; half of it s])cnt in painfully beating cover, in mere find¬ 
ing and losing. Not rightly successful, after all. So that, on 
the eighth day hence, 6 ik, at Mullrose, near Frank¬ 

furt, 80 miles from Sagan, there is a second rendezvous,-—^ 
rendezvous of Wcdell and Friedrich, who do not now Hnter* 
sect,* but meet after the hunt is done;—and in the interim, 
there has been a wondei^ul performance, though an unsuccess¬ 
ful. Friedrich never could rightly get hold of his Austrians. 
Once only, at Sommerfeld, a long inarch north-west of Sagan, 
he came upon some outskirts of them. And in general, in those 
latter eight days, especially in the first six of them, there is, in 
that Kotbus-.Sagan Country^ such an intersecting, checking, 
pushing and multifarious simmering of marches, on the part of 
half-a-dozen Strategic Entities, Friedrich the centre of them, 
»as—as, I think, nobody but an express soldier-student, well 
furnished with admiration for this particular S^Mier* would 
consent to have explained to him. One of the maziest* most 
unintelligible whirls of marching; inextricable Sl^ord-Dance, 
or Dunce of the Furies,—five of them (that is the correct 
number: Iladdi'-k, Loudon,^ Friedrich, Wiiitcmberg, Wedell); 
-"and it is fliing-down fpr all in a huddle* tti these inhuman 
Books (^hich luve scvenil Errors of the press, too); let no man 

• Map,/at cntl of Volume. 
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wUb himaelf on understanding it, unless he have 
#91^ t Humanly pulled str^ght, not injiumanly flung-doivn at 
limljOmy Iwre the essentials V very brief state: 


Mornia^ loth July* Frie<lrich is at Sa|[an, since midniglit 
^'hktt busier and busier;’ healing cover, as we termed it, and getting 
l^bouuds (his new Henri-Auuy) in lea^h; ’ endeavouring, especuUy, 

* t<St get tidings oi those Austrian people; ubo are veiy enigmatic,— 

^ a dexterous raan,—and hive ining-up such a cuitain of Pan- 

"^do^rs between hViedneh and them as is nearly impenetiahle. 3 n 

* d>e course of this Monday Fiiediicli asceitaius that they are veuly on 

* the toad; coming eastward, foi Soninu'ifcld,—“ thence for Crossen!’* 
‘ he needs no ghost to tell him. Whtiofoie, 

* Sa^/t io Naumburf^, '1 ues<lay before daybreak Fiied- 

* rich too is on the load : north u cslu ani; in full march tou^ards Naum- 
^ burg OTVBober, meaning to catch the Ihidgc liom them there March 

* of the swiftest; hr hunsclf i» ahead, a-^ usuil, with the Vangnaid of 

* Horse. JIc rcachts Naumbtiig (noitliwaid, a imub of ao miles); 
^ finds, not Iladdick «n Loudon, but a Iiclacbnunt of theirs: which 
^he at once oversets wUli his < avaliy, and chxscs,—maikmg withal 

* that westwaid is the w.iv they inn Wcslw.nd; and that we aie 

* stUl ahead, thank Iloiven’ 

' Befoie his Infautiy au all up, oi aie well u-^led ni Niumbuig, 
' FriedncJi Jtscertains, on moic Odmgs, lint the Auanans aie 

* in Soninnerfeld, to westwaid (again a zo miles); and pidgcs That, 

* no doubt, they svill beai off more to Icftw nd, bv (iubtn ]>iobably, 

* and tiy to avoid him,—unless he tan ^till t dch tlum m Souimcrfcld. 

‘ Ai>out nightfall he maiches hn Sonuncrfeld, at his wdtist; aiuvts 
^ Wednesday early: finds—alas!— * 

^ SomfhAjf !d^ WediH^dav ihornin^ FncdiKh finds that 

‘ Loudon 7i. /r iheie hst night, jnelt-nte tense, ahs; the (juestion now 

* being, Where is he !’ Jn fact, i.oudtm had wiitu n id ly to Daiin 

(Letter Still extant, *Soinmerfeld, July lint Mnmg swift and 

‘ light,’consisting of horse foi most ]>ail, Mie may ])robably effect Junr- 
‘ rion this voiy night;'—hut has alteied his mind \eiy mudi, on sight 
of these fugitives fiom Naumbnrg, since ! And has bonic-off moie to 
leftwnid. Straight north now, and at a veiy biisk ]»hc; being now 
all v^hi>isu;-^and has an impoilant roufcieme with llad^hck at Chibcn,* 
wlmn they qpri\e theie ^ Not in bomiuerfcld thinks FnedncU 
ft^inieslly inurvcyiag, thioagb this slit he Ixat* made m the I'anduui veil): 
** Gone to Giiljon most likely, hearing off from us to hfiw aid —Which 
was the fact; though not the whole fiict. And indeed the chase now 
ag'h iallenunceitam, and there has to be some bciting ui covers, 1 or 
one lUing, he hs:ims today (August ist) that the RlIsslan^ me gone to 
Frankfurt! Follow'them, you Wedell,”—^ordeis Fuednob; them vie 
hhall hajQi^ii^o into,—hovvciei this hunt en<U - • • 

^ Ta Mar^prsdorf^ Tkuisday 4 iigmt zd» i*ncdrich takes the road 
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* for Guben; reaches Markersdorf (twenty-mfles march, still sevmi or 

* eight from Guben); f;^ upon—What phenomeaion is thisi? ^thit 

* Austrian heavy Train; meal^-wagon;^ not a few, and a regimetit of loot 

* in charge of it;—but going the wrong way, not towards the Rttsshms, 

* but from them 1 ^^hat on earth can this be ? This is Haddick,—-if 

* Friedrich could yet clearly know it,—Haddick and Train, who for 

* his own part has given-up the junction enterprise. At Guben, some 

* hours ago, he had conference with Loudon; and this was the con- 
‘elusion arrived at: “Impossible, with that King so near! You, 
‘ Herr Loudon, push-on, without heavy baggage, and with the Cavidiy 
‘altogether; you can get in, almost 20,000 strong; I, with the In^ 
‘ fantry, with the meal and heavy guns, will turn, and make for the 
‘ Lausitz again!” 

‘ This mysterious Austrian Train, going the wrong way, Friedrich 

* attacks, whatever it be (hoping, I suppose, it might be the Austrians 
‘ altogether); chases it vigorously; snatches all the meal-wagOtts, and 
‘ about 1,000 prisoners. Uncertain still what it is,—if not the Aus- 
‘ trians altogether? To his soirow, he finds, on pushing farther into 

* it, that it is only Haddick and the Infantry; that London, with the 

* 20,000 Horse, will have gone-off for Frankfrrt;—irretrievably ahead, 

‘ the swift Loudon,—ever careering northward all this while, since that 

* afternoon at Sommerfeld, when the fugitives altered his opinion; a 
‘ now unattainable Loudon. In the course of Thursday night, Fried- 
‘ rich has satisfied himself that the Loudon junction is a thing as good 

* as done:—in effect, Loudon did get to Frankfurt, morning of August 
‘ 3d, and joined the Russians there; and about the same time, or only 
‘ a few hours sooner, Friedrich, by symptoms, has divined that bis 
‘ hunt has ended, in this rather unsuccessful way; and that chasing of 
‘ Haddick is not the road to go.** 

Not Haddick now; with or without their Austrians, it shall 
be the Russians now! Two days ago (Wednesday, as wa$ 
mentioned), before sight of those enigmatic meal-wagons, Fried-* 
rich had learned that the Russians were to be in Fraokfurt 
again ; and had ordered Wedell to march thitherward, at any 
rate. Which Wedell is doing, all this Thursday and the four fol- 
Jowing days. As does likewise, from and after 'Friday August 
$d, I A.M.* (hunt then over), Friedrich himself,—reno^mcing Had 
dick and the hunt. Straight towards Frankfurt thenceforth; 
headquarters Beeskow that night; next night, MiHlro&fe, whi¬ 
ther Wedell is appointed, within twelve miles of Frankfurt. 
This is the end of Friedrich's sore Chase and March'; burnt 
deeply into his own weary brain, if ours still refuse it admits 
tance I ^ere, of utterly fatigued tone, is a Note of his, chiefly 


I Tempclhof, iil 135-239. 
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4 ^ lousiness, to Minister Finckenstein. Indeed there are, 
irithin thse next ten days, Thyee successive Notes to Finckcn- 
iteia, which will be worth re^l^ing in their due places. This 
is the First of them: . 

TAfi King to Graf von Finckenstein (at Berlin). 

Beeskow, 3d August 1759. 

*Iain just arrived here, after cruel and frightful marchings^ [Checks 
Hn^lf however). * There is nothing desperate in all that; and I he- 

* lieve the noise and disquietude this hurlyburly has caused will be the 

* worst of it. Show this Letter to everybody, that it may be known 

* the State is not undefended. I have made above 1,000 prisoners from 

* Haddick. All his meal-wagons have Ijeen taken. Finck, I believe, 

* wiU keep an eye on him,’ and secure Berlin from attempts of his. 

* This is all I can say, 

* Tomorrow I march to within two leagues of Frankfurt* (to Mull- 
rose, namely). * Katte* (the Minister who has charge of such things) 

* must send me instantly Two Hundred Wispels’ (say tons) ‘ of Meal, 

, * and Bakers One Hundred, to P'urstenwalde. I shall encamp at Wul- 

* kow. 1 am very tired. For six nights I have not closed an eye. 

* f‘areweU.~F.* 

During the above intricate War-Dance of Five,—the day 
while Friedrich was at Sommerfeld, the day before he came in 
sight of Haddick’s meal-wagons going the wrong road,—there 
went on, at Minden on the Weser, three hundred miles away, 
a beautiful feat of War, in the highest degree salutary to Duke 
Ferdinand and Britannic Majesty’s Ministry; feat which re¬ 
quires a word from us here. A really splendid Victory, this of 
Minden, August 1st: French driven headlong through the Passes 
there; their “ Conquest of Hanover and Weser Country” quite 
aploded and flung over the horizon; and Duke Ferdinand re¬ 
lieved from all his distresses, and lord of the ascendant again 
in those parts, Highly interesting to Friedrich;—especially to 
Prince Henri; whose apprehensions about Ferdinand and the 
old Richelieu.Hastenbeck-Halberstadt time returning on us,* 
have been great; and who now, at Schmbttseifen, fires 
fothdef&iefw it with all his heart. This is a Battle still of some 
interest to £ngli$h readers. But can English readers consent 
to halt in this hot pinch of the Friedrich crisis ; and read the 
briefest thing which is foreign to it ? Alas, I fear they can;— 
and vdll insert the Note here: 

Sa^O 0 ^indm: Wednesday August isi^ i759.~*EvcrsinA Bergen, 

* things have gone awiy with Ferdinand, and in spite of skilful man- 
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* agement, of hard Struggles and l>right sparkles of success^ h»& 

* a bad Campaign of it 'fhe French, it would stfem, are realty gotinlo 

* better fighting oixler; Bel}dhlc*h ex^Uows as War-Minister haire bt««i 

* almost wonderful,—in sonic respects, /tw wonderful, as we shall 

* —and BrogUo au(J Coniades, in comparison with Clerm 5 cmt and Soa* 

* bisc, have leal soldier qualities. Coniades, across Rhine again, in 

* [hose Weser Count lies, who is skilful in his way, and is 

* by emulation ofllroglio, has been spreading himself out steadily 

* gressive there; while Bi oglio, pushing alntig from Frankfur£^ol|'*ldiiTO^ 

^ has conquered Hessen; is into Hanover; on the edge of 

‘ Hanover,—which how is Fcrrlinnncl to hinder? Ferdinand Jhas gOt 
‘ two, if not thicc Annies to deal with, and in number is ttot 
‘ superior to one. If lie run to save Hanover from Broglio, ho loses 

* Westphalia: O^nabiuck (his magazine), Miinster, Lippstadt,*—Con** 

‘ lades, if left to himself will take these, after short siegi^; tettd w|lH 
‘ nestle himself there, and then advance, not like a transitory fi^er*8t| 

' hut like visible death, on Hanover. Ferdinand, rapid yet vWjy, man- 

* cruvred his voiy best among those interests of his, on the kft bank ot 
‘ Weser; but after the siirpiisal of Minden from him (brilliantly dona 
‘ by Bioglio, and the aid a ireacherotis peasant), especially after tRe 
‘ capture of Osnabruck. his outlooks are gloomy to a degree: and it 
‘ Versailles, and at Mindcn where Cmitadcs has established Wmself, 

‘ “ the Conquest of Hanover” (beautiful counterweight to all 
Mosses in Aineiica or elsewhere) is regarded as a certainty of tWa 
'Year. 

‘For the last ten days of July, about Minden, the numeeuvringi 
' especially on Ferdinand's part, had been intense; a great idea in tht 
' head of Ferdinand, more or less unintelligible toContades# Contades^ 

' with some 30,000, w^hicli is the better half of his force, has taken one 

* of the unassailabkst positions. He lies looking northward, his right 
‘ wing on the Weser with posts to Minden (Minden perba]^ a mile 
' north-eastward there), on his left impassable peatl>og8 and quagmires j 
‘ in front a quaggy River or impassable black Brook, called the BastaU* 

* coming from the \vesiv\ard, which di-.embogues at Mindesn:’*'—^therft 
‘ lies Conlades, as if in a rabbit-hole, say military m^ju; for defence, 

* if that were the sole object, no post can be stronger. Contades has 

* in person say 30,000; and round him, on both sides of the Wescr, 

'' are Brtiglio with 20,000; besides other Divisions, 1 know not how 

‘ many, besieging Munster, cajituring Osnabriick (ourht^ Uiagajdlieh 
' attempting Lippstadt bysurjirise (to no purpose), and diligently work- 
‘ ing forward, day by day, to Ferdinan^^^s those MJ&den regions. 

' Three or four Divisions busy in that maimer;—and above all, we say, 

* he has Broglio with a 20,000 On the right or east bank of the Weser, 

* -—who, If Ferdinand quit him even for a ddiy,‘otfenlA to haveHkttOver 
‘ at discretion, and can march any day upon Hanover ^Ity, where bit 
' light'troops have already been more than once, Wh]^o"Wi*t Fcr- 

i * Sketch of Pfam, p. 13S. 
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y/ dtfiflS^ etotts Weser, re-cross Weser; coerce BrcftUo back; and save 

* llanov^? cry the Gazetteers and a Public of we^ judgment. PiiVs 
PttUtc is inclined lo martnur about FerJifland; Pitt himsdf never. 

* persists in stickingIby Minden neighbourhood; and, In a 
i sgirceijr accountable way, manoeuvring there, &h%oUng-out therefrom 
*,whatit!!as^ef he «2an upon the various Contades people in their sieges 
^ and the like. 

* Ot Contades himself be can pretend to do nothing,—except hood- 

* 'srtttk him, entica him out, and try to get a chance on him. But for 

* his cwjtTEi aubristence and otherwise, he is very lively;—snatches, by a 
^ Su 3 |dfiA Stroke, Bremen City: “Yes truly, Bremen is a Rcich&tadt; 
^not sbaU snatch it, as you did Frankfurt; but I will, instead: 
^ and^tny £lnglish proviant-ships shall have a sure liaven henceforth V* 

* Snatches Bremen by one sudden stroke; re-snatches Osnabnick by 

* another (“ Our magazine considerably increased since you have had it, 

* many thanks!”); does lose Munster, to his sorrow; but nevertheless 
t stiefe hy his ground here;—nay detaches his swift-cutting Nephew, 
‘|the Hereditary Prince, who is growing famous for such things, to 

* pui*out Contadea’s strong post to soulhwaid (Gohfeld, ten miles up 

* the Weser), which guards his meal-wagons, alter their long journey 

* [rom the south. That is Contades’s one weak point, in this posture 

* of things: his meal is at Cassel, seventy miles off. Broglio and he 
' kee clearly, ** TUI we can get a new magazine much nearer Hanover, 

at lowest, can clear-out these people fiom infesting us here, there 
' Is no moving northward J” To both Contades and Broglio that is an 
thing; the corollary to which is, They must fight Ferdinand; 
'inuat watch lyttx-like till a chance tum-up of beating him in fight. 
'That is their outlook; and Ferdinand knows it is,—and manoeuvres 
‘accordingly. Military men admire much, not his movements only, 
‘ but his clear insight into Contades’s and Broglio^s temper of mind, and 
‘by what methods they were to be handleil, they and his own a&irs 
‘^ogcthcf, and brought whither he wanted them,® 
j ‘ Thte attempt on Gohfeld was a serious mischief to Contades, if it 
succeeded. But the detaching of the Prince of Brunswick on it, and 
eakening one^s too weak Army, “ What a rashness, what an over* 
ightl” thinks Contades (as Ferdinand wdshed him to do): “Is our 
‘iskilfetl enemy, in this extreme embarrassment, losing bead, then? 
‘(Took at his left wing yonder”—(General Wangenheim, siting behind 
**batterics, |n*his Village of Todtenliausen, looking into Minden from 
^the nbrth) t—“ Wangenheim’s left leans on the Weser, yes; but Wan- 
fgenbtsim^Sipight, observe has no support within three miles of it: 
tear ’W'angenheim oat, Fcrdinand*s flank is bare!” These things 
' sec^med to Contades the very chance he had been waiting for; and 

* brought him triumphkntly out of hts rabbit-hole, into the Heath of 
‘ hljii^en, as Ferdinand Ixoped they would do. 

' iiltf 7 Tuesday Mt^ening July things being noy fell ripe, 

® In Mauvillen (si. 41-44) ndttute aecoUnt of all that. 
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‘ upwards of 50,oo{f French are industriously in motion. Contad^ has 

* nineteen bridges ready on the iSastau Brook, in front of hhhj t£Ut^ 

‘ this night, in Contade^s Camp, is to general^march^ ** March, 

* all of you, across these nineteen uridges, to your stations on the 

* Plain or Heath o^Minden yonder,—and be punctual, like the clock T' 

* Broglio crosses Weser by the Town Bridge, ranks himsetf opposite 
^ Todlenhausen; and through the livelong night there is, ott the patt 
^ of the 50,000 French, a very great marching and deploying, Contsidi^ 

* and Broglio together are 51,400 foot aiid horse, Ferdinand^s cntiit 

* force will be near 46,000; but on the day of Battle he is only 3$jtx)o, 

^—having detached the lleieditary Prince on Gohfeld, in what ricw 
‘ w^e know.—The BatHc called also of Tonhamm (mcfnittg 

* 7 c?i/ 4 v/hausen), w'bicli hereupon fell out, has still its fame in the 
' world; and, I peiccivc, is well worth study by the soldier r^ind; 

^ though nothing but the rough outline of it is possible Iiere. j 

‘ Fcnlinand's posts extend from the Weser river and Todtenlitiltsen 
‘round by Stemmern, Ilokliausen, to Hartum and the Bog of Bastau 

* (the chief j)art of him towards Bastau),—in various Villages, and 
‘woody patches and fa^curable spots; all looking-in upon Miudci, 

‘ from a distance of five or seven miles; forming a kind of arc, wife 
‘ Minden for centre. He will march-up in eight Columns; of coursf, 

‘ with wide intervals between them,—wide, but continually narrowirg 
‘ as he advances; which will indeed be luinous gaps, if Ferdinaid 
‘ wait to be attacked; but which will coalesce close enough, if he lie 
‘ spealy upon Contades. For Contades’s line is also of arc-like Or al- 
‘ most semicircular form, behind it Minden as centre; Minden, whi^i 
‘ is at the intersection of Weser and the Brook; his right flank is ch 
‘ Weser, Broglio versus Wangenheim the extreme right; his left, with 
‘ infantry and artillery, rest‘s on that black Brook of Bastau with is 

* nineteen Bridges. As the ground on both wings is rough, not so ft 
‘ for Cavaliy, Conta<lcs puts his Cavalry wholly in the centre: they a« 

‘ the flower of the Fiench Army, about 10,000 horse in all; firm opm 
‘ ground ahead oftlicm there, with strong batteries, masses of infantitr 

* to support on each flank; batteries to ply witli cross-fire any assailaitt 
‘ that may come on, Broglio, we said, is nghtwing; strong in artilleiy 
‘ and infantry. Broglio is to rc>ot-out Wangenheim: after which,—dr 
‘ even before which, if Wangenheim is kept busy and we are nimble,-i- 
f what becomes of Ferdinands left flank, with a gap of three miles be 
‘ Iwceu Wangenheim and liiin, and 10,000 chosen horse Icfeake advant 

‘ age of it! Had the French been of Prussian dexterity and nimble^. 

* ne&s in marching, it is very possible something might hstve come oi 

‘ this latter circumstance: but Ferdinand knows they are not; and in- 
‘ tends to take good care of hi.s flank. ^ 

‘ Contrtdcs and his people were of willing mind^ bat bad ao skill 

* in “ marchiug-up and, once got across the Bastau by their nineteen 

* Bridges, ihty wasted many hours:—“ Too far, arn I ? notl?&*.::^ough ? 

‘ Too clos<rV not close enough?”—and broiled about, in much hurry' 
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J and confusion, all night. Fight was to have hagjm at 5 in the mom* 

* ing. BrogUo was in his place, silently looking inm Wangenheim, by 

* 5 o’clocki but unfortunately did nothing u^on Wangenheim (“Not 

* ready you, I see I”), except caruiinade a little;—and indeed all through 
did nothing V* Still not ready you others !”); whish surely was ques- 

^ tionable conduct, though not reckoned so at Versailles, when the case 

* csune to be argued there. As to the Contades people, across those 

* nineteen Bridges, they had a baffling confused night; and were by 
' no means con'cctly on their ground at sunrise, nor at 7 o’clock, nor 

* at 8; and were still mending themselves when the shock came, and 
" time was done. 

*The morning is very misty; but Ferdinand has himself been out 
‘ examining since the earliest daybreak: his orders last night were, 

* “Cavalry be saddled at 1 in the morning,”—having a guess that 

* there Would be work, as he now finds there Avill. From 5 a.m. Fer- 

* dinajrtd is issuing from his Camp, flowing down eastward, beautifully 

* concentric, closing on Contades; horse fwt in centre, but English In- 

* ftmtry in centre (Six Battalions, or Six by luigiish reckon- 

* ing); right opposite those 10,000 Horse of Contades’s, the sight of 
'whom seems to be very animating to them. Ihe English Cavalry 
'stand on the right wing, at the Village ofHartum: l^ord George 

* Sackville had not been very punctual in saddling at i o’clock; but 
' he is there, ranked on the ground, at 8,—in what humour nobody 
' knows; sulky and flabby, I should rather guess. English Tourists, 

' idle otherwise, may take a look at Hartum on the south side, as the 
' spot whore a very ugly thing occurred that day. 

'Soon after 8 the Fight begins: attack, by certain Hessians, on 
' Hahlen and its batteries; attempt to dri\e the French out of Hahlen, 

' as the first thing,—which does not succedl at once (indeed took three 
' attacks in all); and perhaps looks rather tedious to those Six English 
' Battalions. Ferdinand’s order to them was, “You shall march up 
' to attack, you Six. on sound of drumbut, it seems, they read it, 

‘ “ iy sound of drum“ Beating our own drums; yes, of course!”— 
' and, being weary of this Hahlen work, or fancying they had no con- 
' cem with it, strode on, double-quick, without waiting for Hahlen at 
' all! To the hoiror of their Hanoverian comrades, who nevertheless 
' determined to follow as second line. The Contades cross-fire of ar- 
' liUery, battery of 30 guns on one flank, of 36 on the other, does its*- 
' best upon Jjbrs forward-minded Infantry, but they seem to heed it 
' little; walk right forward; and, to the astonishment of those French 
' Horse and all the world, entirely break and luin the charge made 
' on them, and tramp forward in chase of the same. The 10,000 Horse 
‘ feel astCnished, insulted; and rush-out again, furiously charging; the 
' English halt and serry themselves: “No fire till they are within lorty 
‘ paces and then such pouring torrents of it as no horse or man can 
' qidure|^iiftlflly after rally there is, on the part oi those mass 

' after mass of them indignantly plunges on,—again, ever again, about 
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^ six charges in all —but do not break the English linear one fbm 
‘ (regiment Mestrede-Camp, raised to a paroxysm) does ooee? 

* through, across the fixli line, but is blomi back in dreadihl eirctun- 

* stances by the second. After whi<A tliey give it up, as a th(^ (Wt 
^ cannot be done.^ And rush rearward, hither, thither, the 

* seventy-five squadrons of them; and ‘‘betwem their two 

* mfant^ are seen boiling in complete disorder.” 

^This has lasted about an hour; this is essentially the sowt 

* Fight,—though there wanted not other activities, to ri|^ of Jt a»d ^ 
‘ left, on both sides; artilleries going at a mighty rate on both 

‘ and counter-artilleries (superlative practice “ by Captain FhilhpSE'* bft 

* our right wing); Broglio cannonading Wangenheim vtij tondlyv Wt 

* with little harm done or suffeied, on their right wing. Wimget^^ehn 

* is watchful of that gap between Ferdinand and him, till it close^itfi^ 
‘ sufficiently. Their light-wnig Infantry did once make some 

‘ there; b«t 
' sian Horse 
^ a jiinaU body 

* sdans serve in thk Al- 

* liedArmy)*^hOt‘*oitt^ 

* and in a brilliant matt* 

* ner swept them hmne 
^ again. Artillery and 

* that pretty chaige of 
^ Prussian Horse areal! 

* one rmemt>et% except 
' this of the Bngliish and 
‘ Hanover Fo^ ih the 

* centre : “ iWi unsar* 

* passable thing,” sajrs 
‘ Tempelhof (though it 
‘ so easily have 

* been a fatal JJ-^whlch 

* has setCoomdes’s ceh* 
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* to be possible,—single line of infantry Inrcak through gbree lines of 
‘ cavalry ranked in order of battle, and tumble them to ruin 

- This was the feat, this hour’s work in the centre^ the esstmi^ soul 

* of the Fight:—and had Lord George SAckville, Geineral of the Horse, 

* come on when galloped for aftd bidden, here hit" been su<;h a ruin, 
^ say bSl jpidg^s, as seldom came upon to Army. Lord 


ContadcsN Camp. ^ i. BrogUo^s Camp, 

FerdinanJ's pO'*ition, nicht of fuly ^tst, 
WanRcnheim’s position, night of July 31st 
Ferdinand’s Line of Hattie. 

French Line of Battle. 

French Cavalry. A. English Infantry. 

English and Hanoverian Cavalry, under SackvlUe. 


tee boUing, Alid re- 
' duced Conta 4 es alto- 
‘ gether to water, ^ it 

* were. Contadei 

* have seen 
' what J never thoocht 


> SUumI, t. 904. 
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amd sorrow on the name of himi—could not see his 
^ wny tb coming on; delayed, haggled; would J^t even let Granby, 

‘ his H^tenant, cotnc; not for a second Adjutant, not for a third; never 
^ ^ carttii <m at all ; but rode to th# Prince, asking, “ How am I to come 
oh?*’ Who, with a politeness I can never cnoisgh admire, did not 
'dhistamJy Hill him, hut answered, in mild tone, ** Milord, the oppor- 
^ bujtdtf to now past]*' Whereby Contades escaped ruin, and was only 
•beatettj By about lo in the morning all was over. When a man's 

* centre to gdhe to water, no part of him is far from the fluid state. 

* Costtade^ retreated into his rabbit-hole by those nineleen bridges,—- 
*well lormcnled, they say, by Captain PhiUjps’b aUillery, till he got 
‘ beyond the knolls again. Bioglio, who had never been in musket- 

* fitc ftt hH, but had merely barketl on Wangenheim all morning, instead 

* of covered the retreat, and witlidrew into Mmden. And we 

* are a b^ten Army,-—thanks to T.,ord George, not an annihilated one. 
^CNwf being bnly 7,086 (with heavy guns, colours, cavalry flags 

* tmA tho like); theirs being 2,822,—full half of it falling on those rash 

* Six Battalions. < 

* And what is this one hears from Gohfeld in the evening ? The 

* Hereditary Prinbe, busy there on us during llie very hours ofMinden, 
' has blown our rearguard division to the wimls there;—and we must 
^ movi^ southward, one and all of us, without a moment’s delay! Out 

j * of this tabbit-hole the retieat by rearward is through a difficult coun- 
j * try, the Westphalian Gates so-called ; fatal to Varus’s f.egions long 
‘ ago, Coatadrs; got under way that very night; lost most of his bag- 

* gage, ail bis conquests, that shadow-conquest of Hanover, and more 

* than all his glories (Versailles shrieking on lum, **Resign you; let 

* BrogUo be chief”);—and, on the whole, jumbled liomcward hither 

* and thither, gravitating towards the Inline, nothing but Wescl to 

* depend on in those parts, as heretofore. Brogho retreated Frankfurt* 

* wiy, also as usual, though not quite so far; and at Versailles had 

* clearly the victory. Zealous Belleisle could not protect his Contades; 
' itto.ntotknowii whether he privately blamed Contades or blamed Bro- 
^ glio for loss of Minden. Zealous old man, what a loss to himself 

* withal had Minden been! That shadow-conquest of Hanover is quite 
' vanished: and worse, in Ferdinand’s spoil wci e certain Lettas from 
‘ Belleisle to Contades, inculcating strange things;—for example, “// 

* faut fiitre difsert du Pays^^ (all Hessen, I think, lest Ferdinand ad- 

* vance on fon) devant and the like. Which Ferdinand 

* sow good to publish, and which resounded racher hideously through 
*thegctocralmhadL*» ( 

< Mauvinon, 51 . 44-60: TcmpclHof, iii. X54-T79. &c. Ac.: and Pr^*c^fdinsrs c/a 
CourUM^tiiatf <tt tkf hors€-OuardSi March and March—^ih 

AfrUxyfKi^ m Tided L&rdGcorf^ SackvilU (Loudom 1760). In Knesebeck, hrr» 
duuuM ithhrend dt$i iirbenjdhryyn KHege^ (L 395), Ferdinand's Letter to Fned- 
ritK of ^|u!y and (i. 398-418 and ii. 33-36} many special details about Sackville 

and *Aua«Mil 9 P.* > ' 

* Wmtaken at Deunold (Tempelhof, uL ms) ; <Ild Newspapers full of Excerpts 
fiom them, in the weeks following. 



140 LIKEAtO be overwhelmed. 

I 89th Jaly-6th Aug> tfs 9 $ 

Ignominious Sal^kville was tried bj Court-martial; casMered^ de¬ 
clared incapable ofligain serving his Majesty *'in any military capa- 
city—perhaps a mild vJay of signifying that he wanted the common 
courage of a soldier ? Zealous Majefty^ alwajrs particular in soldier 
matters, proclaimediit officially to be sentence worse than death;’’ 
and furthermore, with his own royal hand, taking the pea himsd^ 
stmck-out Sackville from the IJst of Privy-Councillors. Proper sui^y, 
and indispensable;—^ancl should have been persisted in, like 
which, in a new Reign, it was not! For the rest, there was hjLweys, 
and is, something of enigma in Sackville’s palpably bad case. It i$ 
difficult to think that a Sackville wanted common courage^ Th»6 Sadk- 
ville fought duels with propriety; in private life, he was a surly, donri- 
neering kind of fellow, and had no appearance of wanting spirit It is 
known, he did not love Duke Ferdinand; fa*' from it 1 May not he 
have been of peculiarly sour humour that morning, the luckless foot; 
sulky against I eidinand, and his ‘saddling at one o'clock;’ sulky og^Ust 
himself, against the world and mankind; and flabbily disin^ned to 
heroic practices for the moment? And the moment came; and the 
man was not there, except in that foggy, flabby and forever ruinous 
condition! Archenholtr, alone of Writers, judges that he expressly 
wanted to spoil the Battle of Minden and B'erdinand’s reputation, and 
to get appointed Commander in his stead. Wonderful; but may have 
some vestige of basi’s, too! True, this Sackville was as fit to the 
courses of the stars as to lead armies. But such a Sackville has am¬ 
bition, and, what is fatally more peculiar to him, a chance for utifidding 
it;—any blockhead has an ambition capable, if you encourage it Suffi¬ 
ciently, of running to the infinite, Enough of this particular block¬ 
head; and may it be long before we see /ns like again!-— 

The English Cavalry wa^ in a rage with Sackville, Of the Eng¬ 
lish Infantry, Historians say, what is not now much heard of in this 
Country, * That these unsurpassable Six’ (in industrious valour unsur¬ 
passable, though they mistook orders, and might have fared badly I) 
*• are ever since called the Minden Regiments; that they are the 

* aoth, a3d, asth, 37th and 51st of the British Line; and carry **Mm- 

* den” on their colours,’®—^with silent profit, I hopel 

Fancy how Pitt’s public, lately gloomy and dubious, blazed 
ajoft into joyful certainty again f Pitt’s outlooks have befen 
really gloomy all this season; nor are the difficultit^et ended, 
though we hope they will end. Let us add this other bit of 
Synchronism, which is still of adverse aspect, Over Seas; and 
will be pungently interesting to Pitt and England, when they 
come to hear of it. 

* Before July 3ij/, 175^. This same Evening, at Qu^ec, 

* on thei other'ride of the Atlantic,—-evening at Quebe4N9uj]r 10 at 

' ^ Kauftler, Schlesckitih &c. p. 587. 
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iiight for Contades and his nineteen Bridges^—tAre is a difficult affair 

* going on. Above and below the Falls of Mcatmorenci, and their 

* outflow into the St Lawrence: attempt < 5 i Gaieral Wolfe’s part to 
'penetrate through upon the «endh, tinder Marquis <le Montcalm, 

* French Commander-in-chief, and to get a stroke at Quebec and him. 

' From the south aide of the St. Lawrence, nothing can 1 ^ done upon 
' Qud>ec, such the distance over. From Isle d’Orl^ons and the north 

* side, it is also impossible hitherto. Easy enough to batter the Lower 

* Towh, from your ships and redoubts: but the High Town towers 
' aloft on its sheer pinnacles, inaccessible even to cannon; looks down 
' on the skilfhlest British Admiral and Fleet as if with an air of indif- 
' fcrence,“trying him on dark nights with fire-ships, fire-rafts, the 

* cunnix^est tods of pyrotechny, which he skilfully tows aside. 

* A Strenuous thing, this of Wolfe’s; thougli an unsuccessful To- 

* wards evening, the end of it; all Quebec assembled on the southern 
' ramparts, witnessing with intense interest; the sublime Falls of Mont- 
'^morenci gushing on, totally indifferent. For about a month past, 

‘ General Wolfe, with the proper equipments, and about 10,000 men, 
' naval and military, who was expressly selected by Pitt to besiege 

* Quebec, and is dying to succeed, has been trying every scheme to 

* get into contact with it:—to no purpose, so lofty, chasmy, rocky is 
' the ground, cut by mountainous precipices and torrent streams, 
' branches of the grand St Lawrence River; so skilfully taken advant- 
' age of by Montcalm and his people, who are at home here, and in 
' r^^elars nearly equal Wolfe, not to speak of Savages and Canadians. 

' Wolfe’s plan of the 3rst was not ill-laid; and the execution has been 

* iwalous, seamen and landsmen alike of willing mind;—but it met 
' with accidents. Accidents in boating; then a still worse accident on 
' landing; the regiment of grenadiers, wfiich crossed below the Falls, 

* having, so soon as landed, rushed-off on the redoubt there on their 
' own score, without waiting for the two brigades that were to cross 

* and cooperate the Falls ! Which cut Wolfe to the heart; and 

* induced him, especially as the tide was making again, to give-up the 
' enterprise altt^ether, and recall everybody, while it was yet time.' 
‘ Wolfe is strict in discipline; loves the willing mind, none more, and 

* can kindle it among those about him; but he loves discipline withal, 

' ^d knows how fatal the too willing may be. For six weeks more 

* there is toij^n the back of toil everywhere for poor Wolfe. He fals 

* into fever^ into miseries, almost into broken heart;—nothing sure 

* to him but that of doing his own poor utmost to the very death. 

' After six%eeks, we shall perhaps hear of him again. Gliding swiftly 

* towards death; but also tow'ards victory and the goal of all his wishes.' 

And now, after this flight half round the world, it is time 
wc returned to Oder Country, and a Friedrich on the edge of 
fonxu^^Jite^hings there. Next day after Beeskow,,where wo 

^ GfmUman's Maganini for 1^59, pp. 4703; Tlwckeray, i. 438. 
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left him, he dulyjlarrived at Miillrose; was joined by Wedell 
there, August 6th> and^is nowatWulkow,-—'encamped between 
Lcbus and Wulkow,’ as we hear|elsewhere;—quite ip 
virons of Frankfiyt and of great events* 


Friedrich to Graf von Finckemtein (Second Not6)» 

Wulkow, Sth August 1759* 

' If you hear of firincj tomorrow, don’t be i>urprised j it is out re- 

* joicing r<^r the Battle of Mindcti. I bcHeve I shall have to keep you 

* m suspense some days yet. I have many arrangemenls to tnake; X 

* find great difficulties to surmount,—and it is required to save our 
‘ Country, not to lose it: I ought both to be more prudent aud more 
‘ enterprising than ever. In a Avord, I will do and undertake whatever 

* I find feasible and ]>ossible. With all that, I see m3rsclf in thene» 
' cessity ol making haste, to check the designs Haddick may have on 

* Jierlin. Adieu, won ihcr. In a little, you will have either u 
‘ Profundis or a Te Deum, —F.'® 


CHAPTER IV, 

RATTLK OK KUNERSnORP* 

Sunday July 29th, at Frankfurt-on-Oder divine worship was 
broken-in upon, and the poor City thrown into consterftationj 
by actual advent, or as good as advent, of the Ru$$i^n$: ''On 
the Crossen road, close i)y; coining, come T* And th^y did 
undeniably appear, next morning, in force; on the ppposite, 
eastern or Kunersdorf side of the River, on the top of the Oder- 
Darn there ; and demanded instant admission, under penalty 
of general death by fire. 

Within the Town stood Major Arnitn, a Veteran of those 
parts, with 400 militia; these, with their muskets and with two 
cannon, are the only defence of Frankfurt. The Tpwn has 
Qates; but its walls, 1 doubt, are mainly garden-walls and 
house-walls. On the eastern side, the River, csplAally if you 
have cannon on the Bridge, gives it something of protection ; 
but on the western and all other sides it is overhung 6y heights- 
This Frankfurt, like its bigger Namesake on the Mayn, is known 
as a busy trading place, its Fairs much frequented in those 
Eastern parts; and i$ believed by the Russians to be hr 
richer it is. The reader, as there happens tt>4|Q^fK4lar 

® rci df Fr^dirtCy jfxv. 305, 306, 
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iepKtimony may like to see a little |ow they behaved 


V * Amiin, taking survey of thk Russian Party, values it, or what he 

* can see of it, at x,ooo’ (they really were 6,ooo)t ‘keeps his Draw- 

* brid^Cpi and answers stoutly enough, '‘No.” Upon which, fiom 
: * tine Oder-Dam, there flies-off one fiery grenade; one aud no more,— 

* which alighted in the house of “Mis. Thiehcke, a Bakcr*s Widow, 

* who WAS Standing at the door;”—killed poor Mis Thiehcke, blew 

* the house considerably to wreck, but did not set hie to U. Ainim, 

* aU the Magistrates entreating him for the love of fleavcn to Leave 

is secretly shoving-off his> two cannon to the Noithem Gate; 
' md fa fact is making his packages with full speed; “ Push for Cus- 
J thinks Arnlm, “and save selves and cannon, since no good is 

^ to h? done here V* 

* Xt was about n A.M. when the Thiehcke gienado fell: obstinate 

* Arnltn would by JIO means go; only puktd all the faster. A second 

* ftommoits came: still, No. for the Ihncl and last time the Russians 

* than summon: “Grenadoes, a huivhcd more of them lie leady, un- 
Mess—r “Wewill, we will; O merciful sei v lut oi C/ansh Majesty *” 

* passionately signify the Magistrates. Hut Ainim is still negative, still 

* Keqps the Rridge up. One of the hundred docs go, by w'ny of fore 

* taste: this lighted “near the Ober JCnche, m the chimney of the 

* Town MusikuS;” brought the chimney crashing dowm on him’ (fancy 
A mau with some fineness of ear); ‘ toio the house* a good deil to pieces, 

* hut a^in did not set it on fire. “ Youi olisimitc "1 own can be bom- 
f |i!^Tded« then,—cannot it ?” observed the Russim Mcssengci —“ Give 
‘ US Free Withdraw*al V* proposes Auiim “No ; you lo he Pasoners 

* of War; Town at Cataiish Majesty’s disfletion.” “Nc\ci,” ansueis 

* Amim the outward cai).—“ Go; oh, for the lose of llcnven, go!” 

* cry all Official people. 

* Antim, deaf to clamour, but steadily dilig<*nt m getting leady, 

* doei^ at last go; through the Lebus Suhuih, quick minh; stead), 
‘yet at his best step;—taking the Town keys in his jiockcl, and lca^- 
‘ ing the drawbridge up. One is sony for pooi Armm ind his 400 
‘ Militia; whose conduct was perfect, undei difliculties and alainis; but 

* jproved unsuccessful. The teinfied Magistrates, tmdmg then Keys 

* gone, and the conflugrative Russians at then galc^, gijt bl icksmith* 

* on the ihstafflV; smote down, by chisel and mailt t, tlie kicked Dinu- 

* bridge, smote open the Gales: “Enter, O giacious Sns; and may 

* Caariah Majesty have mercy on us So tint Ainim had small stait 

* for marchers on foot; and was overtaken about half way. "Would ncu 

* yield stilj, though the odd^were overwhelming; duw himself out on 
^ tHebe*^ ground discoverable; made hot resistance; hot and skilful; 
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* bu| Abol Ux in the evening, Amim and Party ■were hiroftght 

* bach/PTOOiters, m Frankfurt again,—self, surviving men, casnao^ 

* and^l (self in a wounfled state) j—ani} “were locked in varlpua 

* Brewhouses little of caieful surg 4 y, I should fear. Poor ArUim; 
‘ man could do no more ; and he has been unfortunate.’ 

It is by no means our intention to describe the Iliad of 
miseries, the agitations, terrors and disquietudes, the tribuU* 
tipn and utter harrowing to despair, which poor Frankfurt Under* 
wetit, incessantly from that day forward, for about five wepks 
to come. ‘The furnishings of victual* (Russian stock quite out) 

* were to an inconceivable amount; surrender of arms, of linens, 
‘ cloths, of everything useful to a hungry Army; above all 

* things, of horses, so that at last there were but four horses 

* left in all Frankfurt; and’—But we must not go into details. 

‘ On the second day, besides all this, ’ what will be significant of 
it all, ‘there was exacted “ransom of 600,000 thaleis (90,000/.)^ or 
‘ you shall be deliveied to the Cossacks!” Frankfurt has not above 
‘ 12,000 inhabitants svithm its bounds; heie is a sudden poll-tax of 
‘ 7/. JOS. per head. Fiankfurt has not such a sum ; the most rigorous 
‘ collection did not yield above the tenth pait of it. And more than 
‘ once those sangumaiy vagabonds M^ere openly drawn out, pitch-link 

* in hand: “The 90,000/. or—!” Civic-Presidency Office in Frahk- 
‘ furt was not a bed of loses. The poor Magistrates rushed distractedly 
‘ about; wrung-out moneys to the last drop; moneys, and in the end 
‘ plate from those that had it; ivent in tearful deputation to General 
‘ Soltikof,—a severe proud kind of man, capable perhaps of being 

* flattered,—who usually locked them up instead. Magistrates were 
‘ locked m Russian waid, at one time, for almost a week; sat in the 
‘ blazing sun; if you try for the shade of a tree, the sentry handles arms 

* upon you;—and were like to die. To me, Kriele, it is a miracle how 
‘ tht most of us lived; nay we never really wauled food, so kind was 
‘ Piovidence, so gencious our poor neighbours out of all the Towns 

* roiuid. The utmost of money that could be raised was 6,000/,; no* 
‘ thing but some little of plate, and our Bill for the remamder. Sollijtof, 

* a high kind ol gentleman, saw at last how it stood; let the Magig- 
4 trates out of waxd ; sent back Ibe plate—“Nothing of that I”-— 4 iay, 
‘ Czarish Majesty w^as heiself generous; and forgave Bill, on our 
‘ petition, next Year. Cossacks, indeed, were a plunderotts wild crew; 
‘ but the Russians kept them mostly without the gules, ^Thc regular 
‘ Riifisians were civil and ord^dy, officers and men,—greatly beyond 
‘ the Austrians in behaviour, ^ By these #w tr'iks conceive Frankfurt: 
this, now forgotien in most books is a backgiountl on which things 
were transaclei still memoiable to everybody, 

‘ Rd<iay August 3d, General Loudon come to hand. early> 

* kricic, Scklcu^ht bUKunciiidorj^ pp, 1-15 (ui tompicsscd stale). 
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* itt tihe (or Western) * Suburb, hi^ xS,oqcI and he* high 

* gpirit^ natumlly, and somevd^t exultant to havo^^acded Evijednc^l 


.evaded 

Kussiani 


* had be«i as many hundredweights of meal V* Ifcudon had pushed 
^ hig bttg^gage direct into Frankfurt; and likewise a requisition of such 

* and such proviants, weights of mesd and the like, in exuberant amount, 

‘ to be furnished straightway by the City: neither of which proceditres 
^ would the Russians hear of for a moment. ' * Out with you !” said 

* they roughly to the baggage-people: *' quarter in the Guben Suburb, 
^ or where you like; not here !” And with regard to the requisition 

* of proviant, they answered in a scornful angry key, ^^Proviant? You 

* too without it? You have not brought ub meal, according to cove- 
|nant; instead of meal, you bring us 18,000 new eaters, most ol them 
" on horseback,—Satan tliank you ! From Frankfurt l)e very certain 

* y&u can get no ounce of meal; Frankfurt is our own i)oor meal-bag, 
‘ dreadfully scanty: stay outside, and feed where and how you can !” 

‘ All this, Loudon, though of hot temper, easily capable oi rising 

* to the fierce point, had to endure in silence, for the common interest. 

* LoudtHt’s own table is furnished from Frankfurt; no other Austrian 

* man’s: all others have to shift how they can. Sad requisitioning 
‘ needed, and sad plunder to supplement it: the Austrian behaviour 

* was very bad, say the Frankfurters; “ in particular, they had burnt 

* gradually all the com-milh in the country; within many miles not 

* one mill standing when they left us,”—and four horses all the convey- 

* ance-power we had. Soltikof lodges in great pomp, much soldiery 

* atid cannon parading before his doors; not an undignified man, or an 
’ inhuman or essentially foolish, but very hijgh in his ways, and distaste- 
‘ M to Austrian dignitaries. ’ 


The Russian Army lies mainly across Oder; encamped on 
the judenherg, and eastward there, along the Heights, near 
three miles, to Kunersdorf and beyond. They expect Friedrich 
at the gates of Frankfurt shortly; know well that they cannot de¬ 
fend Frankfurt- They calculate that Friedrich will attack them 
in their Judenberg Encampment, but hope they are nearly ready 
for him there. Loudon, from the Guben Suburb, will haster^ 
across, at moment;—^welcome on such fighting occasion, 

though iil^^en when the question is of eating ! The Russians 
have their ilVagenburg on an Island southward, farther up the 
River; they have three Pontoon Bridges leading thither, a free 
retreat should they be beaten. And in the mean while are in¬ 
trenching themselves, as only Daun would,—cannon and re¬ 
doubts'all round those Heights;—and except it be scirewing 
Frankfurt to do its impossible duty, and carting provender 
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with all the hor! cs except four, have not much farther to do 
but wait till the *Cing come. Which will be speedily, it i$ pffo- 
bable!— 

Wednesday August Sth, Ruliian and Austrian Generals, a 
cheerful party of them, had rendezvoused at Fischers Jf/AS/py 
a Mill not yet burnt, and a pleasant Tavern as well; in one of 
the prettiest valleys in the Wei>tern Environs;—intendin|^ 10 
dine there, and have a pleasant day. But the Miller's Boy 
runs-in upon them, wide-eyed, Hivtmet und Erde^ Prussian 
Hussars !” It was in verity Prussian Hussars; the King of 
Prussia with them in person. He is come out reconooitering, 
—the day after his arrival in those parts. The pleasuring 
Generals, Russian and Austrian, sprang to horsebade at fhftir 
swiflesr,—hope of dinner gone futile, except to the intervetliflg 
Prussian Hussars;—and would have all been captured,bttt for 
that Miller’s Boy; whose Mill too was burnt before long. This 
gallop home of the undined Generals into Frankfurt was >the 
first news we poor Frankfurters had of the King's arrival. 

I The King has. been punctual to his reckoning; he pir^bed' 
up Wedell at Mullrosc,—not too cordial to Wedell’s people; 
“ None of you spe.ik to those beaten wretches," ordered he j 
“ till pexbaps they ivipc-off their Zullichau stain !” On the 7th» 
Friedrich advanced to Frankfurt neighbouihood; took Camp 
between Wulkow and Lebus ;—and has just been out recon* 
noitciing. And has raised, fancy what emotion in poor Frankfurt 
lying under its nightmare ! ‘ Next day, August 9th, from Wnl- 

• kow-Lehus hand, wc’ of Frankfurt ‘ heard a great firing; can* 
‘ non-s.ilvoes, musket-volleys: “Nothing of fight,” the RuSSwH 
‘ Office] s told us ; “it is the King of Prussia doing joy*fire for 

* Minden,” of which we till now knew nothing.’ 

riicdrith, on survey of this Russian-Austrian Army, some 
90,000 in number, with such posts, artilleries, advantages, 
judges that he, counting only 0,000, is not strong enough. 
•And, indeed, had so anticipated, and already jud.jfd ; and, ac¬ 
cordingly, 1ms Finck on march hitherward again,**-Berlin must 
take its risk, Saxony must shift for itSelf in the irttftrim. Finck 
is due ill two days,-—not here at Lebus precisely, hut at an¬ 
other place appointed; Finck will rait’s'kim to $0,000; and 
then business can begin ! Contrary to Russian exposiaMon, 
Friec^ich does not attack Frankfurt; seems quite eiulet id Wa 
caXiiiyirhenu ;-^he is quietly (if one knew it) making "prepata- 
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tioas ferther down the River, About Reitwcin, between this 
and Ciistrin, there arrangements are proceedif g, by no means 
of a showy sort, * 

The Russian-Austrian Ardl'’ quits Frankfurt, leaving only 
some hundreds of garrison: Loudon moves Across, Soltikot 
across; to the Oder-Darn and farther; and lie, powerfully in¬ 
trench^ on those Kunersdorf Heights, and sandy Moorlands, 
which go eastward at right-angles to Oder-Darn. One of the 
strongest Camps imaginable. All round there, to beyond 
Kunersdorf and bach again, near three miles each way, they 
have a ring of redoubts, and artillery without end. And lie 
theTt^ in order of battle, or nearly so ; ready for Friedrich, when 
he |h^ attack, through Frankfurt or otherwise. They face to 
the North (Reitwein way, as it happens); to their rear, and 
indeed to their front, only not so close, .ire woods and intricate 
wilds. Loudon has the left flank; that is to say, Loudon’s 
left-hand is towards the Odcr-Dam and Frankfurt; he lies at 
the ("Red Grange,” a Farmstead much men¬ 

tioned just now); rather to north-westward of the Jew Hill and 
Jew Churchyard {Judenberg and Jzidcnkirchofy likewise much 
mentioned); and in advance of the general Mass.* Soltikof’s 
headquarter, I rather understand, is on the right wing; pro¬ 
bably in Kunersdorf itself, or beyond that Village ; there, at 
least; our highly important Russian right wing is ; there, elabor¬ 
ately fortified; and, half a mile farther, ends,—on the edge of 
steep dells; the Russian brink of which is strongly fringed 
with cannon, while beyond, on the farther brink, they have 
built an abatis ; so making assurance doubly sure. Looking 
to the northward all these 90,000 ; their left rather southward 
of Fmnkfurt Bridge, over which Friedrich will probably arrive. 
Leftwardj somewhat to rearward, they have bridges of their 
own; should anything sinister befall; three bridges which lead 
into that Oder Island, and the Russian Wagenburg there. 


August 10th, Finck, punctual to time, arrives in the neigh¬ 
bourhood ofidleitwein (which is some ten miles down-stream 
from Lebus, from Frankfurt perhaps fifteen) ; I'riedrich, the 
sanre day, i$ there before him; eager to complete the Bridges, 
and get to business. One Bridge is of pontoons; one of ‘Oder- 
boate floated jap from Custrin.* Bridges are not beguft till 

* • Mfcj), p, 331«. 
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nightfall, lest <fes be abroad; ate ready in the 
lime. And so during the same night of the JOth* alt tl*0 fa- 
fantry, with their artiUeries and Battle-furniture^ pOUr in 
two columns; the Cavalry, at^the due point of time^ 
a ford short way to the right. And at four, in the gray <l>F|lie 
August morning (Saturday nth August x759), all persop^t wtd 
things find themselves correctly across : ra^ed thex^ hk 
banen, much-indented ‘ Pasture-grounds of Gdritai^ or of dSt- 
schcr ;* intending towards Kunersdorf; ready for holhidihg 
into order of battle there. They leave their heavy at 

Goritz, Wunsch to guard the Bridges and it; and, in 
condition, are all under way. At one in the afternoon W are 
got to Leissow and Bischofsee ; scrubby hamlets {as t]bli© rest 
all are), not above two miles from Kunersdorf. The 
day is windless, shiny, sultry; man and horse arO weaty TOth 
the labours, and with the want of sleep: we decide to bivOugc^ 
here, and rest on the scrubby surface, heather or whatW^ it 
is, till tomorrow. 

Fmck is Vanguard, ahead short way, and with his left on 
a bit of lake or bog ; the Army is in two lines, With its tight 
on Leissow, and has Cavalry in the kind of wood which there * 
is to lear. Friedrich, having settled the positions, rjid^s out 
reconnoitering; hither, thither, over the Heights ofTtetlin* 

‘ The day being still hot, he suffers considerably ftom tldtst* 
(it IS our one Anecdot''), * in that arid tract: at last a Peasant 
‘ does bring him, direct from the fountain, a jug of put© cold 
‘ water; whom, lucky man, the King rewarded with a thal^; 

' and not only so, but, the man being intelligent ofthelocahties, 

* took with him to answer questions.' Readers too inay desire 
to gain some knowledge of the important ground noW under 
survey. 

^ Fiankfurt, a very ancient Town, not a veiy beaulifid,* &ay$ nay 
Note, ‘ stands on an alluvium Which has been groun/J*4owa fttm 

* tain clay llilh on the left bank of Oden It counted about Z^ooo 
^ inhabitants m Friedrich's lime; has now pertiaps about ato^oOOi Cot 

* half the bulk of Us namesake on the Mayn; but wJ<h Three groat 

* Fans annually, and much tiade of the rough kind. On this left or 

* west bj^nk of Oclci the country i,s arable mod^Ately grassy 

* bn^ous, the jnospect round you not unple*vsant; litit oyfit 

^ tlu^Kivcr, nothing can be moie in contrast. Oder ts of swift 

* Map, p 331 a. 
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* oft^bid <^oa7> as it toIU under Frankfurt Bxidge,|-Wooden Budge, 

** with Dam Suburb at the end;—a River treelebsi desolate, as you 
^ ioG^ ttji and doum; which has, evidently, bllcn Aaiiged us course, 

Ipiuding-down that alluvium as site for Frankfurt; and which, 

* thk^h mm bolding mainly to northward, is still jjven to be erratic, 

^ ahd destxucttve on the eastern low grounds,—had not the Frank- 

* btnh an ^‘Oder-Darn” on tliat side, a broad strong Earth- 

’ running for many miles, and confining Us floods Beyond 

* me l^m there are traces of an “ Old Odei Oder) and, lu fact, 
Oder, in primeval and m recent time, has gone along, many sti earned ; 

* ihjl^htihg, (Juarrymg, leaving lakelets, c[u'ignures, miscellaneous sandy 

* tufottit, ut a great late, on that eastern sboic Making of it one of 

* the tthlovdie$t scenes of chaotic desolation anywhere to be met 

^ anlpvoher than ever m our own more leccnt tunes 

^What we call the Heights of Kunersdorf is a broad Cham of 
^ KlfojilSj coming out, at nghl-angles, or as a kind of spur, from the 
high grounds; direct towards Oder and Fiankfurt Mill Hill 

* is the root or easternmost pait 01 this spur From the 

* Mdhlbct]^ over Kunersdorf, to Oder Dam, u Inch is the m hole length 

* of the spur, or Cham of Knolls, will be little shoit of four miles; 

* the breadth of the Chain is nowhere one mile,—^nhich is its grand 
^ dirihot as a Camp: ‘*too narrow for manoeuvnng in ” Heie, atop 
^ and on tha three sides of this Block of Knolls, was lought the 
‘ forioua Battle of Kunersdorr (to be fought tomorrow), ‘one of the 
^ most furious ever known A Block of Knolls mcmoiable ever since 


* To all appearance, U was once some big 1 si ind or chain of Isl inds 

* in the Oder deluges: it is still cut with sudden hollow s ,—nnd 

* (Cbw-Hollow), Ttefe W^;^(Decp Way), and westernmost of all, and 
^ important for us here, Hohle Giund ^ 3 ig Hollow, let us call it; 

* ^^Lmdords Hollow” people subsequently called il),—and is eveiy 

* where strangely tumbled-up irto knolls blunt oi shaip, the work of 

* primeval Oder m bis rages In its highest knolls, —of which let 

* readers note speaally the Spitzbeig, theMuhlbcrg, the judenberg,— 

* it rises nowhere to 15^ perhaps the gencril height of it may be 

* about SOOf On each side of it, especially on the nouh, the C ountiy 
*ii! mo^ intneate character: bushy, sciaggy, with biooklels or 

* muddy ooaings wandenng about, especially with a thing called the 

< which spnngs m the eastern woods, and has , 

* tecOh^itablg^Rifliculty to get into Oclti,-—if it get at all' This was 

* U iSW ^oss to Friednch tomorrow. Ileu-Floss struggles, painfully 

< inei|pd<ri»g^U^ oozing, along tlifl northern side (sometimes close, 

* sometimes not) of our Cham <rf Knolls: along the south side of it (in 

* omf the middle of it) goes the Highw^ay to Reppen’ 

i^**P‘# 6 fimthit SigWay will his attack come!” thought the Russians, 

tili today) t ‘ on the north, td jLm^sow, to Trettin, ’ where P i led- 
riohls now on anrvey, ^ go various wheel-tracks, but no firm roafl A 

* bltncato unlovely Country. 'V'^ilhered bent-grasscs, heath, per 
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* haps gorse, and 

* reaching eafetwail 


Ijin both sides a great deal of straggling 
1and especially southnwd, for many mUes# 

* For the rest/ to bur illduclc in this place, < 

* Kunersdorf has had a peculiar fatcffin the world; that of biding 
‘ away by the wiiyis! The Hien scene of things exists no longi(frt the 

* descriptions in the Old Books are gone hopelessly irrecogpisSU^, 

* our time, there is not anywhere a tract more purely of tumbled 

* than all this between Kunersdorf and Dam Vorstadt; Ond yott ^ 

* without aid of record or tradition, that it is greatly alle^ Taut 

* worse since Friedrich's time,—some rabbit-colony, or other #ie 
' insignificancy, eating-out the roots, till all vacation died, 'h® 

‘ wind got hold and set it (lancing;—and that, in 1759, when lt.pasjiaii 

* human beings took it for a Camp, it must have been at least cobt^lMti 

* more or less; covered, held together by some film of scwbl^ 

* tion; not blowing about in every wind as now \ Kunersdorf 

‘ with its northern end pushed into that Ji^uk^runJ (CoW-HolIoTr); 

‘ which must then have been a grassy place. East^^ard of 

* the ground has still some skin of peat, and slicks together: but 

* ward, all that thiee miles, it is a mere tumult of saud-'hilia, tumbled 
' about in every direction (so diligent have the conies beau, and than 

* the winds); no gullet, or definite cut or hollow, now traceable my- 

* where, but only an endless imbroglio of twisted sand-heaps and sapn- 

* hollows, which continually alter in the wind-storms. Sand wholly, 

‘ and,—except the strong paved Highway that now runs through it (to 

* Reppen, Meseritx and the Polish Frontier, and is strongly paved till 
‘ it get through Kuncisdoit),—chaotic wholly; a scene of heaped bat"' 

* renness and honor, not to be matched but in Sahara; the featUi;es 
‘ ot the Battle quite blown away, and indecipherable in our time, 

< A handled yean, ago,’ it would have some tattered skin,—^fpoaf, 

* of heather and dwarf wInns, with the sand cropping-out only here 

* and there. So one has to figure it in Soltikofs day^-^efore the 

* conies ruined it. Which was not till within the last 6l|tty as 

‘ appears. Kriele’s Book (in 1801) still gives no hint of change % the 

* Kuhgrund, winch now has nothing but dry sand for the iodus- 
‘ trious ruminant, is still a place of succulence and herbage in 

* time; ‘ ‘ Deep Way, ” where * ‘ at one point two carts cOttld not 

* was not yet blown out of existence, but has still ‘‘a Weil in it*' for 

* Kriele; Hohle Grtmd (since called Loudon’s Holloi®), with tho Jew 
' Hill and Jew Churchyard beyond, seem tolerableplac<^ to 
‘ Kriele. Probably not unlike what the surrotmdbg Conhtiy StJU h. 

* A Country of poor villages, and of wild grouhd, ^flat tol 

* but tolerably green; with lakelets, bu&er, scrubs, atxd 

* meandering little runlets and ooxelets; in general with sd' 

* Forest so-called than now is:—this is Kunersdorf Chmn 

* SflJtikofs Intrenched Camp at present; destined to become^ Wth* 

( ^n*the world, after lyin|f so long obscure unddf Oder ah^ its 
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Prpm th© Knolls of Trettin, that Satijjrday afternoon, 


ll lyim^ bright 
convenient to 


Friedricli takes view of the Russian Camp. 

tkete; from MiihJberg to Judiftibe 
Qwr gUSs; befcwoep us and tilt evening Sun. Batteries most 
ahfandant, difftcuUies great: Soltikof just ahcjsd here, 72,000; 

at t}i© Red Grange yonder, on their extreme left, with 
‘xd,Opo more, An uncommonly strong position (or 90,000 
50,000, One thing strikes Fncdnch : On fiont in 
thh side, close by the base of the Russian Camp, 

the present away /ram Oder, but intending to Join 
ft e^where,—-a paltry little Brook, “ IIcn-Floss” so-called, 
with at least two successive Mills on it {KIciue Muhle, Grasse 
; and On the northern shore of it, spilling itsell out 
i©jtO Sk wet waste called Elsbruch (Alder Waste), which is 
especially notable to Friedrich, Alder Waste? Watery, 
scrubby; no passage there, thinks Fricchich; which his Pea¬ 
sant with the water-jug confirms. “Tell me, liowever,” in¬ 
quires Friedrich, with strictness, “ From the Red Grange 
yt>ndpr> where General Loudon is, if\ou wished to get over 
to the Hohh Grundy or to the judenberg^ wviuld you ctoss that 
Hen-Floss ?‘* “ It is not crossablc, }our Majesty ; one has to 

go round quite westward by the Dam,'' “ What, fiom Rothe 
Vprwerk to Big Hollow, no passage, say you ; no crossing?” 
•‘None, your Majesty,” insists the PeaGint;—who is not 
aw^re that the Russians have made^one ot firm nestles and 
Ipgs, and use it daily for highway there ; an error oi some in- 
tei^t to Friedrich within the next twenty-four liours! 

Friedrich himself docs not know this bit of ground: but 
there IS with him, besides the Peasant, a Major Lmdcn, whose 
lUgimant used to lie in Frankfurt, of whom Fnednch makes 
minute questioning. Linden answers confidently; has been 
over oB this tract a hundred times ; * but knows it only as h 
says Tempelhof,* ‘not as a soldier/ which he ought 
to have dgl»e. His answers are supposed to have misled 
Fripdrich on various points, and done him essential damage. 

Fripdrkh's view of the case, that evening, is by no means 
so as might be imagined : he regards the thmglas 

hot as impossible,—-and one of his anxieties is, that 
be balked of trying it straightway. Retiring to Jfis 
hut in Bis<tbofs«e, he makes two Dispositions, oi adyiirable 

‘ Tempelhjkli ui. x8/). 
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clearness, brevit 4 and calculated for two contingendes That 
of the enemy retaining his now posture; and That of the enemy 
making-off for Keppdi;—^which latter does not at all con¬ 
cern us, as matters turned! ©f the former the course will 
unfold itself to ds, in practice, shortly. At 2 a.m. Prtedridh 
will be on foot again, at 3 on march again.—The last phe¬ 
nomenon, at Bischofsee this night, is some sudden glare of 
disastrous light rising over the woods:—“ Russians burning 
Kunersdorf!” as neighbours are sorry to hear. That is the 
finale of much Russian rearranging and tumbling, this day { 
that barbarous burning of Kunersdorf, before going to 
Tomorrow various other poor Villages got burnt by thexh, 
which they had better have left standing. 

The Russians, on hearing that Friedrich was across at 
Gdritz, and coming on them from the north side, not from 
Frankfurt by the Reppen Highway, were in great agitation. 
Not thrown into terror, but into manifold haste, knowing what 
hasty adversary there was. Endless readjustments they have 
to make; a day of tumultuous business with the Russians^ 
this Saturday iith, when the news reached them. ‘They 
inverted their front' (say all the Bopks but Friedrich’s own) ; 
“ Not coming by the Reppen Highway,, then!” think they. 
And thereupon changed rear to front, as at Zorndorf, but more 
elaborately;—^which I should not mention, were it not that 
hereby their late “right jying on the Muhlberg” has, in strict 
speech, become their “ left," and there is ambiguity and dis¬ 
crepancy in some of the Books, should any poor reader take 
to studying them on this matter. Changed their front; which 
involves much interior changing; readjusting of batteries and 
the like. That of burning Kunersdorf was the barbaric wind¬ 
ing-up of all this: barbaric, and, in the military sense, absurd; 
poor Kunersdorf could have been burnt at any mtwnent, if 
needful; and to the Russians the keeping of it standing was 
{he profitable thing, as an impediment to FriedrUj^t in his ad¬ 
vance there. They have laid it flat and permeable; ashes *11 
of it,—except the Church only, which is of stone; not so com¬ 
bustible, and may have uses withal. Has perhaps served 
as temporary lock-up, prison for the nighl^ to some of thom 
Fiknkflut Deputations and their troublesome wailings; and 
mpr snrve as tempmary hospital tomorrow, who hnoWs ? 

* Given in Tempelho^ iiL x83| x83« 
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Readjus^ents in the Russian Camp manifold: but 
thitse axe as nothing, in the tumultuous bi»iness of the day. 
Cart^ of their baggage, every article •of vllue, to that safe 
Wag^butg in the River; driving of cattle,—the very driving 
of cattle through Frankfort, endless herds ef them, gathered 
by the Cossacks from far and wide, ‘lasted for four-and-twenty 
hours-’ Oxen in Frankfurt that day were at the rate of ten 
shiOings per head. Often enough you were offered a full- 
grotm young steer for a loaf of bread; nay the Cossacks, 
wMa there was absolutely no bidder, would slaughter down 
the animal, leave its carcass in the streets, and sell the hide 
for a $'»*7i/^~fivepence (very bad silver at present). Never 
before or since was seen in Frankfurt such a Saturday, for 
bellowing and braying, and raging and tumulting, all through 
the diay and through the night; ushering-in such a Sunday 
too! 

Sunday about 3 in the morning, Friedrich is on march 
again,—Russians still in their place; and Disposition First, 
not Second at all, to be our rule of action! Friedrich, in Two 
Columns, marches off, eastward through the woods, as if for 
Reppen quite away from the Russians and their Miihlberg; 
but intending to circle round at the due point, and come down 
upon their right flank there (left flank, as he persists to call 
it), out of the woods, and clasp it in his arms in an impres¬ 
sive, unexpected way. In Two Columns; which are meant, 
as usual, to be the Two Lines of Battle : Seidlilz, with chosen 
Cavalry, is at the head of Column First, and will be Left Wing, 
were we on the ground; Eugen of WUrtemberg, closing the 
rear of Ctdumn First, will, he, or Finck and he together, be 
Right Wing. That is the order of march;—order of battle, 
we shall find, had to alter itself somewhat, for reasons ex¬ 
tremely .valid I 

Fmck with his 12,000 is to keep his present ground; to 
have two batteries got ready, each on its knoll ahead,* 
which shall wait silent in the interim: Finck to ride-out recon- 
noiteriug, “^th many General Officers, and to make motions 
and ostentations; in a word, to persuade the Russians that 
Kere^tiSidxe Main Army coming on from the north. All which 
Eiock does; avoiding, as his orders were, any firing, or serious 
commettcem^t of business, till the King reappear outfof the 
woods. The Russians give Findc and his General Officers a 
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cannon salvo, hele and there, without effect, and get no 4U- 
swer. " The K|ig docs not see his way, then, after 
think the Russi J'ls. eThelr Cossacks go scouring nbont} 'ftft 
the southern side, * burn Schw^ig and Reipzig,’ without thh 
least advantage fo themselves; most of the Cavalry, and 4 
regiment or two of excellent Austrian Grenadiers, are ndjlt 
Loudon, near the Red Grange, in front of the Russian ejstrew^ 
left;—but will have slept over into Big Hollow at a motneat hf 
crisis t 

f 

The King’s march, through the Forest of Reppda, 
nothing like so expeditious as had been expected. There are 
thickets, intricacies, runlets, boggy oozes indifferent to one 
man well mounted, but vitally important to 30,000 with heavy 
cannon to bring-on. Boggy oozings especially,—thore W Olte 
dirty stream or floss {Hunerjlieis, Hen-Floss) which wanders 
dismally through those recesses, issuing from the far south, 
with dirty daughters dismally wandering into it, and others 
that cannot get into it (being of the lake kind) : these, in their 
weary, circling, recircling course towards Oder,— Fau//! Lmoh^i 
(Foul Lake, Liiher-mere, as it were), Foul Bridge, Swine’s 
Nook {Schwcinebucht), and many others,—occasion endless 
difficulty. Whether Major Linden was shot that day, or whSt 
became of him after, I do not know: but it was pity he had 
not studied the ground with a soldier’s eye instead of a hua,- 
ter's 1 Plumping suddtmly, at last, upon Hen-Floss 
Friedrich has to turn angularly; angularly, which occasions 
great delay : the heavy cannon (wall-guns brought from CJiia,- 
trin) have twelve horses each, and cannot turn among thC 
trees, but have to be unyoked, reyoked, turned round by han4 J 
—in short, it was eight in the morning before Friedrich arrived 
at the edge of the wood, on the Klosterberg, Walckbergy and 
other woody Bergs or knolls, within reach of Miihlbte*ig, and 
Behind the preliminary abatis there (abatis whioii^was rather 
of service to him than otherwise)-and began privately build" 
ing his batteries. « 

At eight o’clock he, with Column First, which is iwrir be¬ 
coming Line First {centre of Line First, if \!jre reckon 44 
right-nttin^X is there; busy in that manner: Column 5 <iC 4 Hnd» 
which ^as to have been Rear Line, is still a pgetty way 
hind; aifd has many difficulties before it gets into Kunm^cnl 
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ndgl^bourhood, or cAq (having wriggled itself into a kind of 
cooperate on the Russian Posit^n from the south 
On the north side, Fipck has •heeir ready these five 
|iOjin%i^Friedr^ thefiuilding of his batteries: “Silent, 
{ the fhussinns have not yet noticed us !’• By degrees the 
IlhWtians notice something; shoot-nut Cossacks to recon¬ 
noitre. Cosibcks in quantity; who are so insolent, and ven- 
hAr# eO liery near, our gunners on the north battery give them 
a hlftst of Mitisfactory grape-shot; one and then another, four 
h^lts in all, satisfactory to the gunner mind,—till the King’s 
tdlf, hdth a look, with a voice, came galloping : “ Silence, will 
ypuT The Russians took no offence ; still considering Finck 
till be the main thing, and Friedrich some scout party,—till at 


• Half-past deven, everything being ready on the Walck 
HilJ* Fri^rich’s batteries opened there, in a sudden and vol- 
Otmilc way. Volcanically answered by the Russians, as soon 
as pOsdble; who have 72 guns on this Muhlberg, and are 
apthlng loath. Upon whom Fmck’s batteiy is opening from 
the north, withal: Friedrich has 60 cannon hereabouts; on 
the Walckberg, on the Little Spitzberg (called Seidlitz Hill 
eyer since) ; all playing diligently on the head and south 
shoulder of this Muhlberg; while Fmck’s battery opens on the 
north shoulder (could he but get near enough). Volcanic to 
a degree all these; nor are the Russians wanting, though they 
get more and more astonished: Tempelhof, who was in it, 
says he never, except at Torgau next Year, heard a louder 
cannonade. Loud exceedingly; and more or less appalling 
to the Russian imagination; but not destructive in pi opor- 
ti<Wt the distance being too considerable,—‘ 1,950 paces at 
the nearest,' as Tempelhof has since ascertained by measur¬ 
ing. Friedrich's two batteries, however, as they took the Rus- 
siani in the fiank or by enfilade, did good execution. ‘ The 

* Russian jpos were iU-pointed; the Russian batteries wrong- 

* baih; batteries so built as did not allow them sight of the 
' Hdliow they were meant to defend.’** 

above half an hour of this, Friedrich orders storm of 
Jdlt Hlihlheig: Forward on it, with what of enfilading it has 
had i Eight grenadier Battalions, a chosen vanguard appointed 
fiSDr the worlia(names of Battalions all given, and deathless in 

* Tempdhof, liL z86,187. 
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the Prussian War-Annals), tramp forth on this serviqh : cross 
the abatis, whick the Russian grenadoes have inos% burnt;; 
down into the Hollow.' Steady as planets ; 'with a precisibu 
‘and coherency,’ says Tempelhof, 'which even on theparadb- 
' ground would hove deserved praises. Once well in the Hollow. 

‘ they suffer nothing; though the blind Russian fire, going aJI 
' over their heads, rages threefoldsuffered nothing in the 
Hollow; nor till they reached almost the brow of the Muhlb^rg, 
and were within a hundred steps of the Russian guns. These 
were the critical steps, these final ones ; such torrents of grape- 
shot and musket-shot and sheer death bursting out, here at 
last, upon the Eight Battalions, as they come above ground. 
Who advanced, unwavering, all the faster,—speed one’s only 
safety. They poured into the Russian gunners and musketry 
battalions one volley of choicest quality, which had a shaking 
effect; then, with level bayonets, plunge on the batteries : 
which are all empty before we can leap into them ; artillery¬ 
men, musketeer battalions, all on wing; general whirlpool 
spreading. And so, in ten minutes, the Muhlberg and its guns 
are ours. Ever since Zomdorf, an idea had got abroad, says 
Tempelhof, that the Russians would die instead of yielding ; ^ 
but it proved far otherwise here. Down as far as Kunersdorf, 
which may be about a mile westward, the Russians are all in a 
whirl; at best hanging in tatters and clumps, their Officers 
struggling against the flight; ‘ mixed groups you would see 
huddled together a hundred men deep.’ The Russian Left 
Wing is beaten : had we our cannon up here, our cavadry up 
here, the Russian Army were in a bad way f 

This is a glorious beginning; completed, I think, as far 
almost as Kunersdorf by one o’clock : and cmild the iron con¬ 
tinue to be struck while it is at white-heat as now, the result 
were as good as certain. That was Friedrich’s calculation ; 
but circumstances which he had not counted on, some which 
he could not count on, sadly retarded the matters His Left 
Wing (Rear Line, which should now have been Left Wing) 
from southward, his Right Wing from northward, and Fia^ 
farther west, were now on the instant to have simultaneously 
closed upon the beaten Russians, and crushed them altogether. 
The Right Wing, conquerors of the Mfibltcrg, are here; but 
neither* Fifick nor the Left can be simultaneous- with them. 
Finck and his artillery are much retarded with the Flosses and 
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I>oor single Bridges ; and of the Left Wing there are only some 
Vanguard Regiments capable of helping (‘lUrho drove-out the 
Russians from Kunersdorf Churchyard,’ as*heir first feat),— 
no Main Body yet for a longi while. Such impediments, such 
intricacies of bog and bush ! The entire Wing does at last get 
to the south-east of Kunersdorf, free of the wood ; but finds 
(contrary to Linden with his hunter eye) an intricate mesh- 
'work of meres and straggling lakes, two of them in the burnt 
Village itself; no passing of these except on narrow isthmuses, 
which necessitate change of rank and re-change ; and our Left 
Wing cannot, with all its industry, “ march up," that is, 
arrive at the enemy in fighting line, without the painfulest 
delays. 

And then the getting forward of our cannon! On the 
Muhlberg itself the seventy-two Russian guns, “ owing to dif¬ 
ference of calibre,” or artillery-men know what, cannot be used 
by us: a few light guns, Tempelhof to one of them, a poor 
four in all, with perhaps 100 shot to each, did, by the King’s 
order, hasten to the top of the Muhlberg; and never did 
Tempelhof see a finer chance for artillery than there. Soft 
sloping ground, with Russians simmering ahead of you, all the 
way down to Kunersdorf, a mile long : by horizontal pointing, 
you had such reboundings (ficochets ); and carried beautiful 
execution ! Tempelhof soon spent his hundred shots : but it 
was not at once that any of our sixijf heavy guns could be got 
up thither. Twelve horses to each : fancy it, and what baffling 
delays here and elsewhere;—and how the Russian whirlpool 
was settling more and more, in the interim ! And had, in part, 
settled; in part, got through to the rear, and been replaced by 
fresh troops! 

Friedrich’s activities, and suppressed and insuppressible 
impatiences in this interval, are also conceivable, though not 
on record for us. The swiftest of men ; tied down, in this 
manner, ^■ith the blaze of perfect victory ahead, were the nfo- 
ments not running out I Slower or faster, he thinks (I sup¬ 
pose), the victory is his ; and that he must possess his soul 
till things do arrive. It was in one and more of those em¬ 
bargoed intervals that he wrote to Berlin’^ (which is waiting, 
as if for life or death, the issue of this scene, sixty miles dis¬ 
tant): “ Rgssians beaten ; rejoice with me 1 ’’ Four successive 

7 Preuss, ill atan. * 
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couriers, 1 believe, with mess^es to that efiect; an 4 lit: huM H 
Fifth with dolefuHy contrary news!'*— 

la proportiois’as «{ie cannon and other necessaries gfA* 
dually got in, the Fight damed-jtp from its embers mmrs and 
more : and theroi ensued,—the Russians being now ranked 
again (fronting eastward now) ‘ in many lines,' and very fierce, 
—a second still deadlier bout; Friedrich furiously dil 4 ^nt on 
their front and right flank ; Finck, from the Alder Waste, 
battering and charging (uphill, and under difficulties from 
those Flosses and single Bridges) on their left flank. This too, 
after long deadly efforts on the Prussian part, ended again 
clearly in their favour; their enemies broken a second time, 
and driven not only out of Kunersdorf and the Kuhgrurid, but 
some say almost to the foot of the Judenberg,—what Call oiily 
be veiy partially true. Broken portions of the Russian left 
flank,—some ofFinck’s people, in their victorious wrath, may 
have chased these very far : but it is certain the general 
Russian mass rallied again a long way short of the Judenberg ; 
—though, the giound being all obliterated by the rabbit* and 
the winds, nobody can now know with exactitude where. 

And indeed the Battle, from this point onwards, becomes 
blurred and confused to us, only its grosser features visible 
henceforth. Where the “ Big Spitzberg” was (so terribly im¬ 
portant soon), nobody can now tell me, except from maps, 
Loudon’s motions too are^pbscure, though important. I believe 
his grenadiers had not yet been in the fire; but aiti certain 
they are now come out of Big Hollow ; fresh for the rescue i 
and have taken front rank in this Second Rally that iS made, 
Loudon’s Cavalry Loudon himself has in hand, and waits with 
them in a fit place. He has 18,000 fresh men ; and an eye 
like few others on a field of war. Loudon’s 18,000 are fresh:' 
of the Prussians that can by no means be said. I should 
judge it must be 3 of the afternoon. The day is Windless, 
biazing ; one of the hottest August days; and 'fv^body, for 
twelve hours past, could command a drink of water:’ very 
fresh the poor Prussians cannot be I They have «done two 
bouts of excellent fighting ; tumbled the Russians well back, 
stormed many batteries ; and taken in all iSo cannon. 

At ibis stage, it appears, Finck and many Generals, Seid- 
litz among’ the other*, were of opinion that, in present circum* 
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with troo |>3 so tired, and the enemy nearly certain to 
draw*«$ if permitted, here had been enough for one day. and 
that thufre ought to be pause till tomorwow. f Friedrich knew 
the need of rest; but Frifdrich, impatient of things half- 
dbne, especially of Russians half-beaten, wouldmot listen to this 
proposal; which was reckoned upon him as a grave and tragic 
fault, all the rest of his life; though favourable judges, who 
were on the ground, Tcmpelhof for one,® are willing to prove 
that pausing here,—^at the point we had really got to, a little 
beyond the Kuhgrund, namely ; and not a couple of miles 
westward, at the foot of the Jew Hill, where vague rumour 
puts us,—was not feasible or reasonable. Friedrich considers 
with himself, “ Our left wing has hardly yet been in fire!’’— 
calls-out the entire left wing, foot and horse : these are to 
emerge from their meshwork of Lakes about Kunersdorf, and 
bear a hand along with us on the Russian front here,—espe¬ 
cially to sweep-away that raging Battery they have on the Big 
SpitSberg, and make us clear ot it. The Big Spitzberg lies to 
south and ahead of the Russian right as now ranked ; fatally 
covers their right flank, and half nuns the attack in front. Big 
Spibsberg is blown irrecognisable in our time ; but it was then 
an all-itnportant thing. 

The left-wing Infantry thread their lake-labyrinth, the 
soonest possible ; have to rank again on the hither side, under 
a tearing fire from that Spitzberg; can then at last, and do, 
storm onwards, upwards; but cannot, with their best efforts, 
take the Spitzberg: and have to fall back under its floods of 
tearing case-shot, and retire out of range. To Friedrich’s 
blank disappointment: “ Try it you, then, Seidlitz; you saved 
us at Zorndorf!" Seidlitz, though it is an impossible problem 
to storm batteries with horse, does charge-in for the Russian 
flank, in spite of its covering battery: but the torrents of 
grape-shot are insufferable; the Seidlitz people, torn in gaps,' 
recoil, whi^ round, and do not rank again till beyond thd 
Lakes of Kunersdorf. Seidlitz himself has got wounded, and 
has had tc^be carried away. 

And, in brief, from this point onwards all goes aback with 
the PniSsians more and more. Repeated attempts on that 
Spitzberg battery prove vain ; to advance without it is impos¬ 
sible. Ffi^ich’s exertions are passionate, almost desperate; 

* Tempelhof, iH. 194. 
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rallying, animating, new-ordering ; everywhere in the hottest 
of the fire. ’ Thrice he personally led*on the main attack,' 
He has had twf* horses shot-down under him; mounting 4 
third, this too gets a bullet injun artery of the neck, and is 
about falling, when two Adjutants save the King. In his waist¬ 
coat-pocket some small gold case {itui) has got smitten flat by 
a bullet, which would otherwise have ended matters. The 
people about him remonstrate on such exposure of a life be¬ 
yond value ; he answers curtly, “ We must all of us try every 
“ method here, to win the Battle: I, like every other, must 
“ stand to my duty here These, and a second brief word 
or two farther on, are all of articulate that we hear from him 
this day. 

Friedrich’s wearied battalions here on the Heights, while 
the Spitzberg to left goes so ill, fight desperately; but cannot 
prevail farther; and in spite of Friedrich’s vehement rallyings 
and urgings, gradually lose ground,—back at last to Kunersdorf 
and the Kuhgrund again. The Loudon grenadiers, and masses 
of fresh Russians, are not to be broken, but advance and ad¬ 
vance. Fancy the panting death-labours, and spasmodic toil- 
ings and bafflings, of those poor Prussians and their King! 
Nothing now succeeding; the death-agony now come; all 
hearts growing hopeless; only one heart still seeing hope. The 
Spitzberg is impossible ; tried how often I know not. Finck, 
from the Alder Waste, with his Infantry, attacks, and again 
attacks; without succeS's: “ Let the Cavalry go round, then, 
and try there. Seidlitz we have not; you Eugen of Wiirtem- 
berg lead them !” Eugen leads them (cuirassiers, or we will 
forget what); round by the eastern end of the Miihlberg ; then 
westward, along the Alder Waste; finally southward, against 
the Russian flank, himself foremost, and at the gallop for 
charging:—Eugen, ‘ looking round, finds his men all gone, ’ and 
has to gallop the other way, gets wounded to boot. Puttkam- 
'“mer, with Hussars, then tried it; Puttkammer wcs shot deadj 
and his Hussars too could do nothing. 

Back, slowly back, go the Prussians generally, ^pothing now 
succeeds with them. Back to the Kuhgrund again; fairly over 
the steep brow there; the Russians serrying their ranks atop, 
rearranging their many guns. There, once, more, rose firightfol 
struggle : desperate attempt by the foredone Pnissians to re¬ 
take that Height. ^ Lasted fifteen minutes, line to line not fifty 
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^9S'IUl^8 aiiinder;’ such tnusketry.^-our last cartridges withal. 
Ardeht Frusstan parties trying to storm up; few ever getting 
‘to the top, none ever standing there aliwe otf! minute. This 
tins the death-agony of the Ba^e. Loudon, waiting behind the 
Spitzbetg, dash^ forward now, towards the K«hgrund and our 
Flank. At sight of which a universal feeling shivers through 
the Prussian heart, •' Hope ended, then 1 ”—and their solid ranks 
rustle everywhere; and melt into one wild deluge, ebbing from 
the place as fast as it can. 

It is towards six o’clock; the sweltering Sun is now fallen 
low and veiled; gray evening sinking over those wastes. "Ny 
“ 4onc pas un bougre de boulet gui puisse m'atteindre (Is 
*' there not one b— of a ball that can reach me, then) ?" ex¬ 
claimed Friedrich, in his despair. Such a day he had never 
thought to see. The pillar of the State, the Prussian Army 
itself, gone to chaos m this manner. Friedrich still passion¬ 
ately struggles, exhorts, commands, entreats even with tears, 
“ Children, don’t forsake me, in this pinch {Kinder, verlasset 
“ heute fttich, euren Konig, euren Voter, nicht) —but all ears 
are deaf. On the Muhlberg one regiment still stood by their 
guns, covering the retreat. But the retreat is more and more 
a flight; ' no Prussian Army was ever seen in such a state.’ 
At the Bridges of that Hen-Floss, there was such a crowding, 
all our guns got jammed; and had to be left, 165 of them of 
various calibre, and the whole of th§ Russian 180 that were 
once in our hands. Had the chase been vigorous, this Prussian 
Army had been heard of no more. But beyond the Muhlberg, 
there was little or no pursuit; through the wood the Army, all 
in chaos, but without molestation otherwise, made for its Oder 
Bridges by the way it had come.i® 


Friedrich vras among the last to quit the ground. He 
seemed stupefied by the excess of his emotions ; in no haste 
to go ; uncertain whether he would go at all. His Adjutant^ 
were about him, and a small party of Zietben Hussars under 
Oiptain Psktwitz. Wild swarms of Cossacks approached the 
place* ^*PrittadtM, ich bin verloren (Prittwitz, I am lost)!” re- 
marited he. "Nein, Ikro Majest&tf* answered Prittwitz with 


_ 
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enthusiasm; charged fiercely, he and his few, into th^ sumrms 
of Cossacks; cut them aboiit, held them at bay, or sent them 
elsewhither, wh^^e tlr: Adjutants seised Friedrich’s htidle, mad 
galloped off with him. At CEts^her and the Bridges* F^ttdrii^ 
finind of his late Army not quite 3,000 men. Even Wuaseh 
is not there till next morning. Wunsch with his Fatty had, 
early in the afternoon, laid hold of Frankfurt, aS ordered { 
made the garrison prisoners, blocked the Oder Bridge; poor 
Frankfmt tremulously thanking Heaven for him, and for such 
an omen. In spite of their Wagenburg and these Pontoon- 
Bridges, it appears, there would have been no retreat fwr dm 
Russians except into Wunsch’s cannon: Wagenburg way, latidx 
in the afternoon, there was such a scramble of runaways and 
retreating baggage, ail was jammed into impassability; scarcely 
could a single man get through. I n case of defeat, the Russian 
Army would have had no chance but surrender or extermina¬ 
tion.^^ At dark, however, Wunsch had summons, so truculent 
in style, he knew what it meant; and answering in words per¬ 
emptorily, “ No” with a like emphasis, privately got ready 
again, and at midnight disappeared. Got to Reitwein without 
accident. 

Friedrich found at CEtscher nothing but huts full of poor 
wounded men, and their miseries and surgeries;—^he took shel¬ 
ter, himself, in a hut ‘ which had been plundered by Cossacks’ 
(in the past days), but which had fewer wounded than others, 
and could be furnished with some bundles of dry straw. Kriele 
has a pretty Anecdote, with names and particulars. Of tWo poor 
Lieutenants, who were lying on the fioor, as he entered this 
hut. They had lam there for many hours; the Surgeons think¬ 
ing them desperate ; which Friedrich did not, Kinder, 

“ Alas, children, you are badly wounded, then ?” your 

“ Majesty: but hpw goes the Battle?” (Answer, evasive on 
‘this point): “Are you bandaged, though? Have*you been let 
‘ ‘ blood ?” “ Nein, EuerMajestdt, kein Teufel will fins verbinden 
“ (Not a devil of them would bandage os)!” Upoc, which there 
♦is a Surgeon instancy brought; reprimanded for nt^ket; 
“ Desperate, say you ? These We youpg Icliows; fe<d thiM: 
“ hand, and that; no fever there; Nature m such cases doei 

1* Tenip«lhof» ;94; ta Reuow/(4, 9ome duUouh stuDf 09 
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"Iff wotaim Upon t)ie ieepb Hi to perform |Ms func¬ 
tion ; md the poor young f^Jows were s»ve4,*^an<i did new 
Vighttipg,. and got new wounds, and had Popsio^ when the War 
cndftdfW 'iChis appears to hav| been Friedricns first work in 
thdt hut at CEts^er. Here next is a Thir^ Autograph to 
Flnckpnstein, written in that hut, probably the first of several 
Official things there: 

TX^ Finckenstein (at Berlin): Third Note. 

CEtscher, * 12th August' 1759. 

* I ibttaclc^ the Enemy thi? morning alwut eleven; we beat him 

* back to the JudmUrchhof Churchyard/—a mistake, but now 

of no moment), * near Frankfort All my troops came into action, 

^ and have done wonders. 1 reassembled them three times ; at length, 

* t ^(traB myself nearly taken prisoner; and we had to quit the Field 

* My coat is riddled with bullets, two horses were killed under me^ 

* my misfoTtttpe is, that I am still alive* Our loss is very consider* 

' aWe. Of an Army of 48,000 men, I have, at this moment while I 
^ write, not more than 3,000 together; and am no longer master of my 
•* forces. In Berlin you will do well to think of your safely. It is a 
^ great calamity; and I will not survive it: the consequences of this 

* Battle wiH be woise than the Battle itself, I have no resources more; 

* and, to confess the truth, 1 hold all for lost. I will not survive the 

* destruction of my Country. Farewell forever {Adieu pour ja?naii). 

Another thing, of the same tragic character, is that of hand- 
ingHOver’this Army to Finck's charge. Order there is to Finck 
of that tenor: and along with it the following notable Auto¬ 
graph,—a Friedrich taking leave both of Kingship and of life. 
The Autograph exists; but has no date,—date of the Order 
would probably be still (Etscher, 12th Alignst; date of the Au- 
togr^b, Rdhueitt (across the River), next day. 

Friedrich to Ueui.*Gemrcd Finck (at CEtscher or Reitwein). 

* General Finck gets a dif&cult commission; tlie unlucky Army 

* whidh I to him is no longer in condition to make head against • 

‘ the Russians. Haddick will now start for Berlin, perhaps Loudon 

* too} if General Finck go after these, the Russians will fall on his 

* rear; if he fontinue on the Oder, he gets Haddick on his flank {so 

* ^ dm diss Seit) x —^however, I believe, should Loudon * 

*|f© Berlia, he might attack Loudon, and try to beat him: this, if 

* it succeeded, would be a stand against misfortune, and hold matters 

u Entice up. 769, X70; and in all Uifi Aiitecdote-^ooks. 

U lA eng. <8/ no othet dace (fltmrts 4 f frtdtrkt aav> 3^ 
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* up, Time gained is much, in these desperate circumstances. Thf) 
‘ news from Tortou and Dresden, Coper my Secretary (C&Jfr tn/itt 

* Segreter^' kind Keu*enant to Eichel") ‘ will send him. You 

* must inform my Brother’ (Prince Henri) ‘ of everything t whdW I 

* have declared t^cneralissimo of tne Army. To repair this bad Ipdk 
‘ altogether is not possible; but what my Brother shall comptand, 

‘ must be donethe Army swears to my Nephew’ (King hencefwth)* 

‘ This IS all the advice, in these unhappy circumstances, I am in a 
' condition to give. Had I still had resources, I would have Stayod 

* by them {so wekre ich dathd gcbliehen), —FriedBICH.’’* 

All this done, the wearied Friedrich flung himself itttd his 
truss of dry straw; and was seen sound asleep there, a single 
sentry at the door, by some high Generals that ventured to 
look in. On the morrow he crossed to Reitwein ; by tomorrow 
night, there had 23,000 of his fugitives come in to him ;—^but 
this is now to be Fmck’s affair, not his ! That day, too (for 
the Paper seems to be misdated), he signed, and dispatched to 
Schmettau, Commandant in Dresden, a Missive, which proved 
more fatal than either of the others ; and brought, or helped 
to bring, very bitter fruits for him, before long: 


To Lieutenant-General von Schmettau (at Dresden). 

‘ Reitwein, i4tV (probably lathj * August tysp. 

* You will perhaps have heard of the Check* {fEckec^ KuncarsKtorf 
to wit!) *I have met with fiom the Russian Army on the ijth^ (lath, 
if you had the Almanac at hand) ‘ of this month. Though at bottom 
‘ our affairs in regard to the Enemy here are not desperate^ I find I 

* shall not now be able to make any detachment for your assistance, 
‘ Should the Austrians attempt anything against Dresden, therefore, 

* you will see if there are means of maintaining yourself; fiiiling wlitioh, 

* it will liehove you to try and obtain a fevourable Capitulation,~lo 

* wit, Liberty to withdraw, with the whole Garrison, Monejfe, Maga* 

* zines, Hospital and all that we have at Dresden, either to BexVin or 
‘ elsewhither, so as to join some Corps of my Troops. 

‘ As a fit of illness' (maiadie, alas I) ‘has come on mej-^which I 

* do not think will have dangerous results,—I have for the present left 

* the command of niy Troops to Lieutenant-General vou’Fiwk; wrhiose 

* Orders you are to execute as if comiutg to yon directly irom myself. On 

* this 1 pray God to have you in his holy and worthy keeping, 


At lierlin, on tMs r3tb,—with the Five Churieis coming in 
cessivdy (and not in the order of their dispatch, but the fetal 


(I 459, aud agsdn, il tij|) 
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ftrfiritig some time oAead of the Fourth, who Still spoke of prepress 
s&i victory),*—there ’vlras such a day as SuLter {acA nmn tuber Suluri) 
had neyer seen in the world. * Above 5o,oio hufiaii beings on the 

* j^aia^ Esplanade and streets abd^t swaying hither and thither, in 
^ agony of expectation, in alternate paroxysm of joy^d of terror and 

* woe I often enough &e opposite pardaysms simultaneous in the dif* 

* fatent groups, and men crushed'down in despair met by men leaping 

* Mo the air for very gladness:’ Sulzer (whose sympathy is of very 
aesthetic type) “would not, for any consideration, have missed such a 
scene, Xhe “ scene’* is much obliged to you, mein Lieberl — 

* FefMically we find, in Rodenbeck, or straggling elsewhere, this 
Notes ‘On the day after Kunersdorf, Queen and Court fly to Magde- 

* burg: this is their second flight. Their first was on Haddick’s Visit, 

‘ October 1757; but after Rossbafch they soon returned, and Berlin and 
‘ the Court were then extremely gay: different gentlemen, French and 
‘ others of every Nation, fallen prisoners, made the Queen’s soirees the 
‘ finest in the world for splendour and variety, at that 

One other Note we save, for the sake of poor Major Kieist, “ Poet 
of the Spring,” as he was then called. A valiant, punctual Soldier, 
and with a turn for Literature as well; who wrote really pleasant fine 
thills, new at that time and rapturously welcome, though too much 
in the sentimental vein for the times which have followed. Major 
Kieist,is a General Kieist, a Colonel Kieist of the Green IIus^ 
sars (called Griine Kieist, a terrible cutting fellow):—this is not Griine 
Kieist; this is the Poet of The Spring; whose fate at Kunersdorf made 
a tn^c impression in all intelligent circles of Teutschland. Here is 
Kriele’s Note (abridged): 

‘ Christian Ewald von Kieist, “ Poet of the Spring” ’ (a Pommem 
gentleman, now in his forty-fourth year), ‘was ofFinck’s Division; 

‘ had come-on, after those Eight Battalions took the first Russian bat- 
‘ tcry’ (that is, Miihlbei^); ‘and had been assisting, with zeal, at the 

* taldl^ of three other batteries, regardless of twelve contusions, which 

* he giMually got. At the third battery, he was farther badly hurt 

‘ on th^eft arm and the right Took his Colonel’s place neverthe- 
‘ less, whom he now saw fall; led the regiment muthig forward on the 
' fourth battery. A case-shot smashed his right leg to pieces; he fell 
‘from his horse’ (hour not given, shall we say 3 p.m.); ‘sank, ex- 
‘daiming: My children, don’t forsdee your King!” and# 

‘ ihhited there. Was carried to rear and leftward; laid-down on some 

* dry spot in the Elsbrach, not far from the Kuhgrund, and a Surgeon 

^ te^Ught Surgeon, while examining, was torn-away by case- 

* shot j Kieist lay ble^ing without help. A friend of his, Pfau* (who 
tdld |£riele), ‘one of Finck’s Genen^, came riding that way: Kieist 
‘ eaU<^ to Mm i asked how the Battle Went; uncommonly glad to hear 

^ Her 9 ckweiister Bodmer, SHleer, Gess$ter; atu Glein^s UteriruckeH 

hereme/ti^beH von WBmm Kent (Zurich, zMX PP* 

W BUdenbedr, l 390; &c. fifc. 
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* we fltre still progressive. Ffau undettoolc, and tric<t his for 

* a riarriage to Klrist; did send one of Einck's own cahiage*; j but afitfr 

* such delays that* ibe l^ssiatis were now yielding: 1100? Klelsf^S Had 

* become Russian ground, and thefcartlftgO tould not get In* 

* Kleist lay It^lplcss; no luck worse than his. In the 

* Cpssacks came round him; smpt him stark-naked; thteW feoft 

* foremost, into the nearest swampy place, and went their way^ 

‘ of these devils bad something so absurd and Tenim-like in thft 

* of him, that Kleist, in his pains, could not help laughing at 

* braucc of it. In the night some Russian Hussars, huJhan and* 

‘ Cossack, found Kleist in this situation; took him to a dry put 

* a cloak over him, kindled a watch-fire for thetnseWes, and MlSh 

* water and bread. Towaids moining they hastened away^ throiwit)|g 
‘an S-j^ji^osrAm ’ituck^ (ninepenny piece, shilling, siiy half-crowftj'^on 
^ his cloak,—with human laicwelL But Cossacks again came; agafo 

^ stript him naked and bare. Towards noon of the i3lh, Kleist <sOn-' 
‘ trived tQ attract some Russian Cavalry troop passing that Waj^ gnd 
‘ got speech of the Captain (one Fackelberg, a German); '(Vho at 0nc<i 
‘ set about helping him;—and had him actually sent into Frmtkfort^ 

‘ in a carriage, that evening. To the House of a Professor Hikolai} 

‘ n here was plenty of sutgeiy and watchful affection. After near thirty 
‘ hours of sudi a laii, his wounds scorned still curable; there was hopiJ 
‘for ten days. Jn the tenth night (a2d-23d August), the shiyered 
‘pieces of bone dtsnnilecl themselves; cut an artery,—which, after 

* many trials, could not be tied. August a^th, at two in the XDomittg, 

‘ he died.—Gieat souow. August a6th, there was soldier's fubersu; 

‘ poor Kleist’s colfin boinc by tuelve Russian grenadiers; very many 
‘Russian Officers attending, who had come from the Camp for that 
‘ end; one Russian Staff-Officer of them unbuckling his own sword tP 
‘ lay on the bier, as theie was want of one. King Friedrich bad 
‘ Kleist’s Portrait bung in the Gamisoti Kirche. Freeittdson Lodge, 
‘in 1788, set-up a monument to hiin/*®-»wbich still stands on the 
Frankfurt pavement, and is now in sadly ruinous state. 

The Prussian loss, in this Battle, was, besides all the can* 
non and field-equipages: 6,000 killed, 13.000 wounded (of 
which latter, 2,000 badly, who fell to the Russians as 
icrs); in all, about 19,000 men. Nor was the loss 

much lighter; of Russians and Austrians together, near 
as Tcinpelhof counts: ‘which will txat suirprise yo^ Ma|esfyt' 
repotts Soltikof to his Cratioa; ‘who ate aWare that the KSteg 
of Prussia sells his defeats at a dieat fate.' And privately S0I-* 
tikof was heard to say,. “ Let ine fight but another su<^ Vic- 
“ tojry* and I may to Petersburg witih the news of it myself, 
‘‘ vrm %e sfalf in toy hahd.” The joy at Petet^urg, gtrivia^; 

» Kriele, pp. 39-43. 
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not to W btmggart or immodest, was solemn, steady and super¬ 
lative : a peat feat indeed for Russia, this Victoty over such 
a Kingt—-though a kind of grudge, that i« wasfdue to Loudon, 
tihrelt, its spite of Loudon’s pcditic silence on that point, un- 
fkteasantly ha the background. The chase theyehad shainefully 
neglected. It is said, certain Russian Officers, who had charge 
of that huidness, stept into a peasant’s cottage to consult on it; 
OOhterved somehow to find tolerable liquor there; and sat 
drinkihg instead.^‘' 

CHAPTER V. 

SAkONY WITHOUT DE1*ENCE : SCHMETTAU SURRENDERS 

DRESDEN. 

Friedrich’S despair did not last quite four days. On the 
fourth day,—day after leaving Reitwein,—there is this little 
Dtfcui^ent, which still exists, of more comfortable tenor: “ My 
dear'Major-Oeneral von Wunsch,—Your Letter of the 16th 
** to Lhutenant-General von Fmck punctually arrived here: 

and the future, as I am now recovered from my illness, 
'* you hske to address your Reports directly to Myself.—F.’’^ 
Finding mt, except Tottleben warily reconnoitenng with a few 
CoSsacksl no Russians showed themselves at Reitwein ; that 
tlie Russes were encamping and intrenching on the Wine- 
Hills souh of Frankfurt, not meaning anything immediate,— 
he took ieart again; ranked his 23.000; sent for General 
Kleist fron Pommern with his Anti-Swedish handful (leave the 
Swedes a|one, as usual m time of crisis); considered that ar- 
tillerli^ aid furnishings could come to him from Berlin, which 
is but 60 fiiles , that there still lay possibility ahead, and that, 
though ofty a miracle could save him, he would try it to the 
very last. 

A gfeatoelief, this of coming to oneself again I “Till death^ 
then J^ra® on, ye elements and black savageries F’ Fried- 
ri<A'4 hutniur is not despondent, now or afterwards; though 
at tirilfc it is very sad, very dngry, and, as it wete, scorning 
to ho e 1 but he is at all limes of beautifully practical 

^ U. n% _ 

* .tt tho road to Fiir^enwalde, August.* in Preusrt, Friedrkk 

pftr anA^tifri^ke &o let us it, if 

ddivef^, on Fnedn%*s ^Itthday, toMi^6stjy and Suff- 
<Mc<trs as ,Audifice| Berlin^ 24th January p. tB» ^ 
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turn ; and has, in his very despair, a sobriety of eyesight, 
a fixed steadiness of holding to his purpose, which are of raist 
quality. His u|teraaces to D’Argcns, about this time and on* 
ward,—brief hints, spontaneous, almost unconscicms,>~>give 
curious testimany of his glooms and moody humtoui^ Of 
which the reader shall see something. For the present, he is 
in deep indignation with his poor Troops, among other mise* 
ries. “Actual running away!" he will have it to be; and takes 
no account of thirst, hunger, heat, utter weariness and phy 9 >< 5 al 
impossibility! This lasts for some weeks. But in general there 
is nothing of this injustice to those about him. In general, 
nothing even of gloom is manifested; on the contrary, rimer* 
fulness, brisk hope, a strangely continual succession of hopes 
(mostly illusory);—though, within, there is traceable very great« 
sorrow, weariness and misery. A fixed darkness, as of Erebus, 
is grown habitual to him; but is strictly shut up, little of it 
shown to others, or even, in a sense, to himself. He ^s as a 
traveller overtaken by the Night and its tempests and rain* 
deluges, but refusing to pause ; who is wetted to the b»ne, and 
does not care farther for rain. A traveller grown famjiiar with 
the howling solitudes; aware that the Storm-winds dofnot pity, 
that Darkness is the dead Earth’s .Shadow:—a mostilone soul 
of a man; but continually toiling forward, as if the brightest 
goal and haven were near and m view. I 

Once more the world was certain of Friedrichs ruin 
Friedrich himself we have seen certain of it, for sonp few des¬ 
perate hours:—but the world and lie, as h<id been tepeatedly 
the world’s case, were both disappointed. Intrinsiially there 
could be little doubt but Friedrich’s enemies mighfnow have 
ruined him, had they been diligent about it. Nowftgain, and 
now more than ever, they have the winning-post ir sight. At 
small distance is the goal and purpose of all thesi four-years 
battlings and marchings, and ten-years subterran^n plottings 
and intriguings. He himself says deliberately, ‘Tw kad only ' 
to give him the finishing stroke {coup-de^grdc^)M‘ But they 
never gave him that str^e; could not do it, the heartily 
desirous. Which was, and is, matter of surprise t an observ¬ 
ant public. 

‘The cause of Allure may be considered to km beat, in 

^ a OSmnt de^rHMc, v. ao. 
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good part, Daun and his cnnctations. Daun’s zeal was nn- 
' cpiestionable; ardent and continual is Daun's desire to succeed 
but to try it at his own risk was beyond hisipower. He ex¬ 
pected always to succeed by h<dp of others: and to show them 
an example, and go vigorously to work himsSlf, was what he 
never could resolve on. Could play only Fabius Cunctator, it 
would seem ; and never was that part less wanted than now t 
Under such a Chief Figure, the “ incoherency of action,” in¬ 
stead of diminishing, as Friedrich had feared, rose daily to¬ 
wards its maximum ; and latterly became extreme. The old 
Lemean Hydra had many heads ; but they belonged all to one 
body. The many heads of this Anti-Friedrich Hydra had 
withal each its own body, and separate set of notions and ad^^ 
vantages. Friedrich was at least a unity; his w’hole strength 
going one way, and at all moments, under his own sole com¬ 
mand. The value of this circumstance is incalculable ; this is 
the saving-clause of Pitt and hio England (x^itt also a despotic 
sovereign, though a temporary one); thiD, second only to 
Friedrich’s great gifts from Nature, and the noble use he makes 
of them, is above all others the circumstance that saved him 
in such a duel with the Hydras. 

On the back of Kunersdorf, accordingly, there was not only 
no finishing-stroke upon Friedrich, but for two months no 
stroke or serious attempt whatever in those neighbourhoods 
where Friedrich is. There are four Armies hereabouts : The 
Grand Russian, hanging by Frankfurt; Friedrich at Fursten- 
walde (whitherward he marched from Reitwein August i6th), 
at Fiirstenwalde or farther south, guarding Berlin;—then, un¬ 
hurt yet by battle of any kind, there arc the Grand Daunish 
or Mark-Lissa Army, and Prince Henn’s of Schmottseifen. Of 
which latter Two the hitchings and manceuvrings from time 
to time become vivid, and never altogether cease; but in no 
case come to anything. Above two-months scientific flourish-, 
ingOf weapmis, strategic counter-dancing; but no stroke struck, 
nr result achieved, except on Daun’s part irreparable waste of 
time -all Raders would feel it inhuman to be burdened with 
any notice,, of such things. One inarch of Prince Henri's, 
whidi was of a famous and decisive character, we will attend 
to, when it comes, that is, were the end of September at hand; 
the rest must be imagined as a general strategic dance in* those 
frontier parts,~<>Silesia to rearward on one side, the Lausits 
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i6tb Auc.'tjtit tirS9^ 

AHd Erankfurt on the other,—and frtust go oft, ft/# ; 

most psttt, in the background of the reddef’s fancy. ! 

Saxony is the scoie of^action; Friedrich, Honri, Soltikof, Dadh, ; 
compamtively inactive for the Jfext six weeks and ihOre. 

Sofne days ifefore Kunersdorf, Daitn personally, with X wl8 , 
forget how many thousands, had made a move to n»fths#d#d 
from Mark-Lissa, 6o miles or so, through Sagan Coulitty; ^ 
and lies about Priebus, waiting there ever since. Ptiebd# i« 
some 40 miles north of Gorlitz, about 60 west of 
south of Frankfurt 80. This is where the Master-Smith, haVlttE 
various irons in the fire, may be handiest for clutching thfrhl 
Mt, and forging at them, as they become successively hbt 
IJaun, as Master-Smith, has at least three objects in view. 
The Jirsi is, as always, Reconquest of Silesia: this is ob¬ 
structed by Pnnee Henri, who sits, watchful on the threshold, 
at Schmottseifen yonder. The second is, as last year, Captxife 
of Dresden: which is much the more feasible at present,*-*- 
ihere being, except the Garrisons, no Prussian force whateVW 
in Saxony; and a Reichs Army now actually there at last, 
after its long haggling about its Magazines ; and above all, a 
Friedrich with his hands full elsewhere. To keep Friedrich’* 
hands full,—in other words, to keep the Russians sticking td 
him,—that is the third object: or indeed we may call it this 
first, second and third; for Daun is well aware that ttftleas 
Soltikof can manage to'keep Friedrich busy, Silesia, feaxofty 
and all else becomes impossible. 

Ever since the fortunate junction of Loudon with SoUlkbf, 
Daun has sat, and still sits, expectant; elaborately cafChla* 
tive, gathering Magazines in different parts, planting out-parfles, 
this way, that way, with an eye to these three objects, all of 
each,—especially to the third object, which he disceftts to be 
all and each. Daun was elaborately calculative with thCfft 
yiews ; but to try any military action, upon Prin^ HCftri ftit 
example, or bestir himself otherwise than in driving ortsvasdif 
forward, and marching detachments hither and thitner to tae 
potentiaiiy fit and fittest posts, was pot in Dauat'% Way,-Mnftlf 
much the worse for Daun, in his present course of enterprise. 

Prixice Henri had Iain tjufet at Sdimdttseifen, waitin^hlS 
Broth^’S adventure; did not hear the least tidings of hfirt tfil 
sk Kuriersdorf, and then only by tmribuir; hidentui^ 

acMft thongh still ^ubinus, ton fpitch of it probable 1 On tius 
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t^ty day of Kunersdorf, H«nri had begufa effectiog some iiti- 
prbvements on his right flank,"<—alway| a ^arply strategic, 
most crfattJre,—and made a great ma^ motions, which 

wouid hfe nnmteUiglble here.® •Henri feels ncjjv that upon him 
lies d vdrld df duties; and foremost of all. the instant duty of 
eiUieayo«fring to open communication with his Brother. Many 
rharcheSf in consequence; much intricate marching and man- 
between Daun and him : of which, when we come to 
Misttjtffc great March (of 25th September), there may be again 
SdHid hint. 

Pot the present, let readers take their Map, and endeavour 
m 6 k the following dates and localities in their mind. Here, 
in stttnmary. are the King’s various Marches, and Two succes¬ 
sive Encampments, two only, during those Six Weeks of forced 
iliactibn* while he is obliged to stand watching the Russians, 
afld to witness so many complicacies and disasters in the dis¬ 
tance ; which he struggles much and fruitlessly to hinder or 
hel{>: 


• (Fiirslenwalde, August j8th-3oth). Friedrich 

* left Reitwein August i$tA; 17th, he is at Madhtz’ (Note to Wunsch 
Written there, which we read); ' i8th, to Furstenwalde, and encamp. 

* Fdtsteowalde is on the Spree, straight between Frankfurt and Berlin; 

* ^5 tniles from the former, 35 from the latter. Here for near a fort- 

* night At first, much in alarm about the Russians and Berlin; but 

* gradually ascertaining that the Russians intend nothing. 

* In dfect, all ^his while Soltikof lay at Lossow, 10 miles south of 

* Frankfort, with his right on Oder; totally motionless, inactive, except 
^ hst^ning, often rather gloomily, to Daun’s and Montalembeit’s suasive 

* eloquences and advices,—and once, August %zd, in the little Town 

* hi Gttben, holding Conference with Daun' (of which by and by). * In 
^consequence of which, August Soltikof and his Russians and 

* Austrians got under way again; southwaid, but only a few marches: 

* first to Mullrose, then to Dieberose:—whom, the instant he heard of 
^ tbrit inovemehts, Friedrich, August 30th, hastened to follow; but had 

* not to folloy very far. Whereupon ensues • 

^i^ncaiUpnmU Siconrt (Waldau, till September 15th). Augttst 30^^?, 

* fVicdricdi, We say, rose from FUrstcnwjdde; hastened to follow this 

* and kCep within wind of it: up the valley of the 
‘ Spr^e; first to Mullrose neighbourhood” (where the Russians, loUei- 
idg aotoe spoiled the car^-locks of the Friediich-Wilhelm Canal, 
if nofliing more),*-^' thence to LtobetoSe neighbourhood; Waldau, the 

* new pjjute of encampment,—^Waldau, with Spree Fefrest to 

etery of them (as u the soul^confiising custom tbere).^ Tempeb 



173 LIKE TO BE OVERWHELMED, BookXIX. 

i6th Aug.^x^th Se^t 3;xigk ' 

* rear of it: silent both parties till September i5tli, when SoJtJlpojf 4 id 

* fairly march, not towarfs Berlin, but quite in the opposite : 

By the middl|^ of JTeptember, when the Russians did ^ oh ] 
foot, and moved eastwardespecially on and after September 
25th, when Henri made his famous March westward; tlucft ^ 
will behove us to return to Friedrich and these localities^ For 
the present we must turn to Saxony, where, and not htts^ the 
scene of action is. Take, farther, only the following biU of 
Note, which will now be readable. First, these UtteranC|s$ to 
D’Argens; direct glimpses into the heavy-laden, indeed 'ktugr 
ridden and nearly desperate inner man of Friedrich, during die 
first three weeks after his defeat at Kunersdorf: 


TAe King to Marquis UArgens (at Berlin): Six Notes* 


I®. ^ Madlitz^ (road from Reitwein toFurstenwalde), ‘ x^tkAugn^ 

* 1759. have been unfortunate, my dear Marquis; but not by mjr 

* fault. The victory was ours, and would even have been a complete 
‘ one, when our infantiy lost patience, and at the wrong moment abufi- 

* doned the field of battle. The enemy today is on march to MuUrpse, 

* to unite with Iladdick’ (not to MuUrose for ten days yet; Haddick 

had already got united with ^/icm), ‘ The Russian infantry is almost 

‘ totally destroyed. Of my own wrecks, ail tliat I have been able to 

* assemble amounts to 32,000 men; with these 1 am pushing-on to 
‘ throw myself acioss the enemy’s road, and either perish or save the 

* Capital. That is not what you* (you Berliners) ^will call adefi<n^<^ 

* of resolution. 


‘ For the event I cannot answer. If I had more lives than one, I 
' would sacrifice them all to my Country. But if this stroke fftib I 

* think I am clcai-scores with her, and that it will be pennissiblfe to 

* look a little to myself. There are limits to everything. X su|q?ort 
‘ my misfortune; couiage not abated by it: but I am well resolved, 

* after this stroke, if it fail, to open an outgate for mysdf' (that small 
glass tube which never quits me}, * and no longer be the sport of any 

* chance.^ 


a®. Furstemmldcy zotA August, ® ^ * Remain at Berlin, or Ws- 
J tire to Potsdam; in a little while there will come some catastTOpba; 

* it IS not fit that you suffer by it. If things take a good Vum* yott c«n 

* be back to Berlin’ (from Potsdam) ^ in four hours. If Stffl 

< pursue us, go to Hanover or to Zdle, where fm can provkie fat your 


* safety. ‘ ^ 

* 1 protest to you, that in this late Action % did what was humimly 

* posable to conquet; but toy people*'—Oh, your Majesty I 

^Fursittmva/^, xtsi Aup$st, ^ ^ ‘The enwy it fotawch*' 
‘ fog mm^lf nunr Frankfurt; a sign he intends no If 

‘ do w rtie plfosure to come out hither^ you cim fo all 
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■* Brbg jrour bed with you; bring my Cook Noel^ and I will h^ive 

* you f little chamber ready. You will ba my consolation and my 

< ^ * I . 

daf,~let readers mark the circumstance, Af lieclrich, in belter 
I|>lr 4 a» detaches Wunsch with some poor 6,000, tg try if he can be of 
'hdip to Saxony; where the Reichs Army, now arrived in force, and 
wito iubthiug whatever in the field against them, is taking all the Noith- 
ward Garrison-^Towns, and otherwise procectling at a high rate. Too 
possibly with an eye towards Dresden itself! Wunsch sets out Augitst 
wot** And wc shall bear of him in those Saxon Countries before 
lot^ 

I 4*^ FUrstiimaide^ Augmt ‘ Yesterday I wrote to you to come; 
^ but today I forbid it. Daun is at Kotbus; he is marching on Luben 

* and Berlin’ (nothing like so rash I).—' Fly these unhappy Countries! 

< -^This news obliges me again to attack the Russians between here 
^ and Frankfurt. You may imagine if this is a desperate resolution- 

* Xt the sole hope that remains to me, of not being cut*off from Berlin 
^ the one side or the;, other. I will give the discouraged troops some 
^ brandy’-^las I—‘ but I promise myself nothing of success. My one 
' consc^tion is, that I shall die swoxd in hand.’ 

I®. Same place and day (after a Letter from D’Argens). ‘ You 
' n^e the panegyric, mon cher^ of an Army that does not deserve any. 

* The soldiets had good limbs to run with, none to attack the enemy.’ 
(Alas, your Majesty; after fifteen hours of such marching and fighting!) 

'For certain I will fight; but don’t flatter youiself about the event. 
' A happy chance alone can help us. Go, in God’s name, to Tanger- 
' mitode’ (since the Rmfral Family went, D’Argens and many Berliners 
are thinking of flight), * to Tangermunde, where you will be well; and 
j * wait there bow Destiny shall have disposed of us. I will go to re- 
' exmoitre the enemy tomorrow. Next day, if there is anything to do, 

* we will try it. But if the enemy still holds to the Wine-Hills of 
' Frankfurt, 1 shall never dare to attack him. 

' No, the torment of Tantalus, the pains of Prometheus, the doom 
‘ of Sisyphus, were nothing like what I suffer for the last ten days* 
(from Kunersdorf till now, when destruction has to be warded-off again, 
and the force wanting). ' Death is sweet in comparison to such a life, 
' Hkve compassion on me and it; and believe that I still keep to my- 

* self a gre^ many evil things, not wishing to afflict or disquiet any- 
' body with them; and that I would not counsel you to fly these un- 
‘ niklu^y Countries, if I had any ray of hope. Adieu, mon 

Four days after, August ajAj, from this same Fiirstenwalde, the 
Rus sians still continuing stagnant, Friedrich dispatches to Schmettau, 
Coft^luaa&daAt of Dresden (by some, industrious hand, for the roads are 
all Hocked), ^ Second Letter, 'That Dresden is of the highest mo- 

* mmt; that in case of Siege there, relier (Wunsch, namely, and per- 
Imps more^thlit may follow) ' ts on the road; and that Schnjettau must 

^ Tompelhof, ffl. azi. 
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* defend himself to the utmost.’ Let us hope this Second 
counteract the too despondent First, which we read ahove^ shQU,W,|lMt^ 
have produced discouragement in Schmettau ‘D’Argens dqea |3^ Jp 
Wolfenhuttel j sta^s th&e till September 9th. Nothing mcff# fitom 
Friedrich till 4th Septembei, whenpmatters are well cooled again. 

6®. Waldau^ September, ‘ I think Berlin is now in fW 

may return thither. The Barbarians* (Russians) ‘are in thelidriu; 
I keep by the side of them, between them and Berlin, 4so that there 
is nothing to fear for the Capital. The imminency of dan^r is past; 
but theie u ill still be many bad moments to get through, b^ore reach¬ 
ing the end of the Campaign. These, however, only regfUd 
never mind these. My martyrdom will last two months yetjl 
the snows and the ices will end it’® ‘ 

Thus at Furstenwalde, then at Waldau, keeping gU 4 f 4 .i^ 
lorn hut resolute, against the intrusive Russian-Austriap jie^ 
luges, Friedrich stands painfully vigilant and expectant) 
for about a fortnight more. With bad news coming to ildm 
latterly, as we shall hear. He is in those old moorland WpS* 
terhausen Countries, once so well known under far other cir¬ 
cumstances. Thirty years ago, in fine afternoons, we Used fo 
gallop with poor Duhan de Jandun, after schQol-taskS dupe* 
towards Mittenwalde, F'urstenwalde and the fursy envii^S, 
far and wide; at home, our Sister and Mother waiting with 
many troubles and many loves, and Papa sleeping, Pan 4 ik<v 
under the shadow of his big tree;—Thirty years ago, ah 
gone like a dream is all that; and there is solitude ail4 deso*' 
lation and the Russian-Austrian death-deluges instead 1 These, 
I suppose, were Friedrich’s occasional remeinbrapcies; silent 
always, in this locality and time. The Sorrows of JVerieTi pf 
the Giaour, of the Dyspeptic Tailor in multifarious fcums, ate 
recorded in a copious heart-rending manner, and have had their 
meed of weeping from a sympathetic Public: but thete are still 
a good few Sorrows which lie wrapt in silence, and have pejfisr 
applied there for an idle tear!—J-et tis look now into DApil** 
side of things. 

Dautt, after Ifegatiation, has an Iniervim with Swti&f (at OubSS, 
August izd). — ‘ Daun, who hod moved to Pfiebus, with a fie 

' nearer boltikof, had scarcely got his tent pkehed there (Atighst 

* when a breathless horseman rode in, uiih a lUote from. Doudou, dat^ 

* the night before: ** King of Prussia beaten, to the very bOBi, 

‘ ndstske this time, <—utterly mined, if one may judge 1** What * 


* SecondLlWerisgivenjftdVWWrpp. 
t * m PriiUrK, xix. 78, Ss, 83,8,, 86. 
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* viMp^ of the Proipiscd Land I Delighted Da«n moves forward, one 
f mr(^, to Trlel'cl on the morrow; to be one inarch nearer the scene 

* illhty, and tijdeavour to forge this biggest Of the hot irons to ad- 

< VaDttftge, _ • I 

^ * At tVicbel Poltikof’s own ac^tmt, elucidated T)y oral messengers, 

* ^e^wifciiesses, and, in sbofrt, complete conspectus ^ this ever-memor- 

* al 4 e yietpry^ await the dejighted Daun. Who dispatches messengers, 

* one Wi another; Lacy, the first, not succeedfiig quite: To congra- 

* tulate with enthusiasm the most illustrious of Generals; who has 
^ heaWaa Kiutg Friedrich as none else ever did or could; beaten to the 

* €4g? extinction;—especially to urge him upon trampling-out this 

* ne9^y extinct King, before he gleam-up again, Soltikof understands 

* ^ ccmgratulations very well; but as to that of trampling-out, snorts 

* an Indignant negative; *^Nay, you, why don't you try it? Surely 

your business than my Imperial Mistress's or mine. We 
^ havp wrenchal two victories from him this season. ICay and Kuners- 
*,dorlhave killed near the half of us: go you in, and wiench somfe- 
This is Soltikof's logic; which no messenger of Daun's, 


* Lttty? or another, aided by never such melodies and suasions from 

* Montaiembert and Loudon, who are permanently diligent that way, 

* can shake. 

^ ^And truly it is irrefragable. ITow can Daun, if himself merely 

* speculative, calculative, hope that Soltikof u ill continue acting? Men 

* who have come to help you in a heavy job of wenk need example. 

* IfyUU wish me to weep, be grieved yourself first of all. Soltikof 

* nugrily W’ipes his countenance at this point, and insists on a few teais 

* from Daun. Without metaphor, Soltikof has sliot away all his pre- 

* sent aUcununition, his staff of bread is quite prccanous in these parts; 

* and Soltikof thinks always, “Ts it my business, then, oi is it yours?" 

^SpHikof has intrenched himself on the Wine-IIilIs at Lossow, 

* comfortably out of Friedrich's way, and contiguous to Oder and the 

* provirion-touteS; sits there, angrily deaf to the voice of the charmer; 

* nothing to be charmed out of him, but gusts of indignation, instead 
^ of consent* A proud, high-going, indignant kind of man, with a will 

* of hi$ own. And sees well enough what is what, in all this symphony 
'of the Lacys, the Montalcmberts and suirounding adorers. Monta- 

* l^bert, who is here this season, our French best man (unprofitable 
^ SVed(cS Jpust put-up with an inferior hand), is extremely persuasive, 
'txiiW all the arts of French rhetoric, but effects nothing. “To let* 

* |he ^strians comc-in for the fmishing stroke,—Excellence, it will be 

* to lei them gmn, in History, a gloiy which is of your earning* Daun 
' and A^^stri^ not Soltikof and Russia, will be said to have extinguished 

* this pestilent King; whom History will have to remember 1'" “ With 

* all my hetait,*' answers Soltikof; '' { make the Austrians and History 

' pejwCtJy welcome I Monsieur, my ^mmnmtipn is in Posen; my bread 

IjtfUer (not dd Choiseul, but C^/<, now MiuUter at Vienna) to 

^WuylkElklhftlt, Vlfcnna; jcjtb August ? and MontalembertS Answer, ' Licbeihausen' 
£^r9S0)f Anipisc 1759:' in Mont^emheit, h 58-65. 
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, * 1$ filler sjC^w; in'Ejsaitkfiwt can you find roe one boroe tn-* 

*,dignant SoltWf is not to be taken by chaff; growls now ana'^^i 
‘ if y<m stir him to the bottom: Why should we, who are toltW‘W;P 
V * assistants, take th^ burden of the work? I will (all-back to Posen, 
^ and home to Poland and East Pieussen, if this last much longer*** 

* Austria has^a good deal disgusted these Soltikofe and Russian 

* Chief Officers;—who are not so stupid as Austria supposes. Adstria^s 

* steady wish is ‘'LctlhemdotheirfunctiouofcaPs-pawfor us; Weare 

* here to cat the chestnuts; not, if we can help it, to bum our own poor 

* fingers foi them !” After every Campaign hitherto, Austria ha^ been 

* in use to raise eager accusations at Petersburg; and gel the AptUSdns, 
‘ Fermors into trouble: this is not the way to conciliate Russian CSmeTal 

* Officers. Austria, taught probably by Daun, now tries the other tadk: 
‘ heaps Soltikof with eulogies, flatteries, magnificent presents* AJl 

* which yoltikof accepts, but with a full sense of what they Aft 

‘unmanageable Soltikof; his answer always,—-**Your tutu IW>W to 
'fight a victory ! I will go my ways to Posen again, if you don^t*** 
‘ And, in these current weeks, in Soltikof's audience-room, ifanyl^y 
‘ were curious about it, we could present a very lively solicitation going 
‘ on, with answers very gruff and negatory. No suasion of Mootalem- 

* bert, Lacy, and Daun Embassies, back^ by diamond-hilted nwords, 
‘ and splendour of gifts fi om Vienna itself, able to prevail on the ba* 

‘ barous people. 

‘Daun at length lesolves to go in person; solicits an Jnteryiew 
‘ with the distinguished Russian Conqueror; gets it, meets SedUkof 
‘ atGuben, half-way house between Frankfurt andTriehel; select suite 
‘ attending both Excellencies (August aad); and exerts whateyw ibe- 

* toric is in him on the barbarous man. The barbartJus n\an is stiff 
‘ as brass; but Daun comes into all his conditions! “Saxony» Silesia, 

* —Excellenz, we have them both within clutch; such our exquisite 
‘ angling and manoeuvring, in concert with your immortal victory, which 
‘ truly gives the life-breath to everything. Oh, suffer us to cbit^ them! 
‘ keep that King away from us; and see if they are not ours, Saxony 

* first, Silesia next! Provisions of meal ? I will myself ttudertajee to 

* furnish bread for you” (though 1 have to cart it from Bohemia Xfi 'fbe 
way, and am myself terribly off; but fixed to do the imposribSe) t 
‘ “ration of bread shall fail no Russian man, while you escort uS; aX 
‘ protective friend. Towards Saxony first, where the Reidis Army 

' * and not a Prussian in the field; the Garrisons itosfly gone by 
‘ this time. Dresden i-s to be besieged, within a week; Dre^eu itself 

* is ours, if only please 1 Come into the Lausuz wth «», 

* ziaes are loaves in abundance; Saxony done, Dresden ourSf 

* coimot we turn to Silesia together jj Glc^u together (1 exh 

* myself about trying l^sse, by ttatsck again); c^ture as 

* well as ahd ctbwn the suqces^ulest campai^ that ovtrwas? 

la k word, Exce&en^ strictly fixing that condition of ^ 
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fiqAVes, cotiaents. Will get ready to leave those; Wiaei 

itiSs in about a week. *‘8ut the leaves, you' recollect: no 
Braid, no Russian!” Daun returns to^ Triebei a victoriot^ 
xnan.'^—though with an onerous condition inctinbent. Tempel- 
hof, minutely computing, finds mat to cart frogi Bohemia such 
a cipher of human rations daily into these parts, will surpass 
all the vehiculatory power of Daun.8 


The ^Meichs Artny^' so-called has entered Saxony^ under fine 
Omens ; does some Feats of Sieging (August 7th-23d),— 
tenth an Eye on Dresden as the crowning one. 

Ti» Reichs Army, though it had been so tumbled about, in 
Spring, with such havoc on its magazines and preparations, 
could not wait to refit itself, except superficially ; and showed 
face over the Mountains almost earlier than usual. The chance 
was so unique; a Saxony left to its mere Garrisons,—as it 
continued to be, for near two months this Year, On such 
goidea opportunity the Reichs Army,—first, in light mis- 
wahievous precursor parties, who roamed as far as Halle or . 
even as Halberstadt ,* then the Army itself, well or ill appointed, 
under Generalissimo the Prince von Zweibruck,—did come on, 
winding through Thuringen towards the North-western Towns; 
various Austrian Auxiliary-Corps making appearance on the 
Dresden side. Eight Austrian regiments, as a permanency, 
are in the Reichs Army itself. Commander, or part Com¬ 
mander, of the eight is (what alone I find noteworthy in them) 
Herr General Thomas von BlonquetIrish by nation, 
says a footnote —^sure enough some adventurous "Thomas 
Plunkett* visible this once, soldiering, in those circumstances; 
never heard of by a sympathetic reader before or after. 11 was 
while the King was hunting the Haddick-Loudon people in 
Sagan Country in such vehement fashion, that Zweibruck came 
trumpeting into Saxony,—King, Prince Henri and everybody, 
wtdl occupi^ otherwise, far away! 

* The Reichs Army has a camp at Naumburg (Rossbach 
neighbourhood); and has light troops out in Halle neighbour¬ 
hood! which have seized Halle; are very severe upon Halle, 
and other places thereabouts, till chased away. August 7 th, 
the R«WM begirt Leipzig; summoned the weak garrison 
ther^ ti is a Town capable of ruin, but not of defence: 

^ liL 395. ^ Seyfjurth^ li. a. * 
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“ Fwe-withdrawal,” proposes the Reichs Army,—^aad 
th<5S0 terms gets hoid of LeipsJg, for the time being* 

Torgau, Witten|[ierg;v in a fortnight mr less, nil the 
posts in those parts fall to Reichs Army. Its mitrdhtn||s 
and siegings, Jfniong those North-western places, hot Of 
them capable of standing above a few-days siege, are WCftm nb 
mention, except to Pansh History; enough that, by littfo after 
the middle of August, Zwejbruck had got all these plaofS# 
"Free-wilhdrawar* the terms for all: and that, except it be 
the following feature m their Siege of Torgau, feature |h^ 4 ll)y 
Biographic, and belonging to a certain Colondi Wqlferidorf 
concerned, there is not one of those Sieges now worth a mo¬ 
ment’s attention from almost any mortal. This is the 
feature,—feature of human nature, soldiering under diffiCtdtlOftj 

Colonel Pon Wolftndoif haHtifully dejends ^imselfin Thygatu^ (Au¬ 
gust 9th 14th). Two days after I.eip/ig was had, there appearedi at 
Torgau a Body orPandouis, 2,000 and inoie; who attempted smie 
kind of scalade on 1 organ and Us small Garrison (of 700 or 
wheie aie a Magarme, a Hospital and other properties: not 
by any garrison, of standing icgular sic^e; but important fo ddte;TO 
till you have pioper terms oficred llie multitudinous TandOUrt, if I 
remember, madt a lush into the Suburbs, m their usual yodfcrous 
way; but were met by the 700 silent Trussians,—silent exceptthrotifgh 
their fire aims and field pieces,so eloquent a style m soon 
vmced the Pandoui mind, and sent it travelling again. And m the 
evening ol the same day (August 9th), Colonel Wolfer&dorf awives, as 
new Commandant, and with reiniurcemenls, small though cortsidcmble 
in the urcumstances. 

Wolfersdori, one dimly gathers, had marched Aoti 
this errand; the whole force in Torgau is now of about stilt 

with only field-cannon, but with a Captain over \httn lt$ is 

evident, sets himself in a very earnest manner to do bis ift d|fi* 

fence of the place, Nd\t moinmg Reichs General Kleefeld 
field’*), with 6 or 8,000 Pandour and Regulai, summons 
Surrender instantly; or—!” “ We will expect you V* answtiu Wojff- 
• eridorf. Whereu|K>n, same morning (August jotb), mtetal storm; 
stcim No I; beautifully handled by Wolfersdoif; wboTakes !t fo 
(to its astonishment), well as in front 5 H otf in 

the morrtiW. Saturday, a second followed \ "km Rmiixy k $ 
both likewise beautifully handled. This fbtrd storiw, leaders iyetk 
** Sunday August iztb;” a very laisy atotmful day at 
kxxH $k 0 i f&r some oth|^ of ns, during the beats of oo^er 

the horijwm far awiiy J ^ Wolfotsdorf tuinhles-br^ck all fotlhar* 

tnofo*n^k{i^ mischievOTS sallies: a destmetive, shillfed perbonj 
gether prolUpt^ fertile in expedients j and evidently is Mt lO be 
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^g|Pe 4 ^ Kleefeld. So that Trince von Stolberg, Second to $upreme 
biitisel:^ has to taka it in h^d. And, 

V at break of day, Stolbcrg arrives with a train of bal- 

guns and 6,000 new people: summons Woliirsdorf; No,** as 
before. Storms him, a fourth time;’iikew5se “ No,*'as before: attacks, 
ther^ipoh, his Elbe Bridge, and his Jledoiiht across^e River; finds a 
Wolfers8orfps.riy mh destructively hilo his rear there. And has to 
vrithdritV, aM try battering from Ijehind tlie Elbe Dam. Continaes 
this, violently for about two hours; till again Wolfeisdorf, whose poor 
fi 43 d|licees, the only artillery he has, * cannot reach so far with leaden 
t bulls* {the iron balls are done, and the powder itself is almost donel, 
nofiffstges, by a* flank attack, to quench this also, Wliich produces 
lienee, and considerable private reflection, on the part of indig- 
Iritnt StolBiarg. Stolberg offers him the favourablest terms devisable: 
■^^WlthdraV freely, wdth all your honours, ail your properties; only 
iWthdikw 1 ’” Which Wolfersdurf, his powder and ball being in such a 
Stfttie of Obb, and no relief possible, agi'ccs to; with slipuhxlions very 
titrict' as to every ])aTticuIar. 

cw Wotfirsdorf % 0 ilkth\ttvs^ aho biatHifitUy (August 15th), 
Aceetrilitigly, Wednesday August 15th, at eight in the morning, Wolf- 
dorf by the Elbe Gale moves out; across Elbe Bridge, and the 
t Which is on the farther shore yonder. Near this Redoubt, 
fitoU?erg and many of his General Officers are waiting to sec him go. 
Wej{6cs in state; flags flying, music plnying. Battalion ilesscri’Cassd, 
ftdlnwed by all our Packages, Hospital convalescents, King's Artillciy, 
and %hftlever is the King’s or ours, marches first. Next comes, ns 
rearguard to all this, Battalion Grollmnun;—along with which is 
Wolfersdorf himself, knowing GroUmaim for a ticklish article (Saxons 
rUainly); followed on the heel by Battalion Hofmann, and lastly by 
Battalion Salmuth, trusty Pnissians boili of these. 

Battalion Ilefisen-Cassel and the Baggages arc thiough the Redoubt, 
Prince of Stolberg haixlsomely srluting as s.iluted. But now, on Bat- 
toBon Cjollmatiu^H coming up, Stolberg’s Adjutant cries-out with a 
ioud'Voie^ of proclamation, many Officers lepealing and enforcing: 
•* Whoever is a brave Saxon, whoever is true to his Kaiser, or was of 
the Reichs Army, let him step-out: Durclilaitchl -will give him pro- 
^Hectk« P At sound of which Grolhnnnn (luivers as if struck by 
ebbtricit]^; and instantly begins dissolving;—dissolves, in effect, nearl>^ 
alt iiT the net of vatdshing like a dream ! Wollersdorf is a 

JflOR; and neals to be .so. Wolfeisdorf, in Olympian lage, 
stOfS ?ihojrt; draws jnstol: ^'1 will slioot dead eveiy man that 
Quits ttok!** voeSforates he; and does,, uith hh jdhiol, make instant 
exotnple o( one; inviting every true Pni5?>.i4it* ta do the like: “ Jagc»*«t, 
0, dwcttt for, every traitor you slioo^-down !** continues Woll- 
orwiwf punctually paid it afterwards): unable to prevent an/ilmost 

^ tn, Ahfittymifr/S 330) the C.aphulation, 'August $dtW piv 

/ft 
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total dissolution of GTolImann. For some minutes, th^ d 90 &m 
indescribable: storm of vociferation, menace, musket-shot, t 

Grollmann disappearing on every side,behind the Redoubt, undta:' 
the Bridge, into Plbe Boats, under the cloaks of the Croats Sfaie 
of Wolfersdorf s Olympian rages ind efforts. 

At sight of the shooting, Prince Stolberg, a hot man, had said in¬ 
dignantly, Herr, that will be dangerous for you (t/as mird HkAi pti 
gekn )!” Wolfersdorf not regarding him a whit; r^arding ewdy Otoll- 
mann, and his own hot business of coercing it at a ducat head* 
Grollmann gone, and Battalion Hofmann in due sequence cottif 
Wolfersdorf,—who has sent an Adjutant, with order, 

—gives Battalion Hofmann these three words of eomtni|fUdl 
** Whole Battalion, halt!—Front!—Make ready!” (with dtle siAtuI- 
taneous click of every firelock, on utterance of that laii)-and 
to Prince Stolberg, with a brow, with a tone of voice: DutublflUcbt, 
'* Article 9 of the Capitulation is express on this point; *j 4 li deteriSm 

* strictly prohibited; no deserter to be received either on the imperiedtst 
‘ on the Prussian sidd /” (Durchlaucht silently gives, we suppose, some 

faint sniff.) “ Since your Durchlaucht does not keep the C^pitulatioii, 

* neither will I regard it farther. I will now take you aiwi your Suite 

* prisoners, return into the Town, and j^ain begin defending 

* Be so good as ride directly into that Redoubt, or I will present^ 

* give fire!” 

A dangerous moment for the Durchlaucht of Stolberg; Battalion 
Salmuth actually taking possession of the wall again ; Hofhmnii beru 
with its poised firelock on the cock, “ ready” for that fourth word, Us 
above indicated. A General Lusin&ky of Stolberg’s train, master <4 
those Croats, and an Austrian of figure, remarks very seriously: “ Every 
point of tl>e Capitulation must be kept!” Upon which Durchlaucht 
has to renounce and repent; eagerly assists in recovering GroUnuwSn, 
restores it (little the worse, little the fewer) \ will give Wolfersdorf 
** command of the Austrian Escort you are to have,” and ftvety satis¬ 
faction and assurancewishful only to get rid of Wolfersdprf. Who 
thereupon marches to Wittenberg, with colours flying agaiHi and U 
name mentionable ever since. 

This Wolfersdorf was himself a Pima Saicon; serving 
Polish Majesty, as Major, in that Pima time; perhaps iy> mir 
<^mirer of " Feldmarschall Briihl” and Company 5 ^ »at r^dej, 

he took Prussian service, as then offered him; and this is hi!s 
style of keeping it A decidedly clever soldier, ainLcomes 
henceforthj more and more as such,^—unhappily not for loSig. 
Was taken at Maxer^, he too, as will be seen. Hose, in alter- 
times, to be Lieutenant-General, and a man famous ih 

n iii. aox-«<4; Kcyfarth, is. sSan., and 3. 587: 

t^ixihofk^ r/. ftSv ^ 
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Frassian military circles; but given always, they say, to take 
straight line (iff shortest distance between self and object), 
in regard to military matters, to recruiti|ig and the like, and 
ibns getting himself into trouble with the Cim Officials. 

Woliersdorf, at Wittenberg or farther on^had a flattering 
word frtm the Kang; applauding his effective procedures at 
Tprgau; and ordering him, should Wittenberg fall (as it did, 
August a 3d), to join Wxmsch, who is coming with a small Party 
to try and help in those destitute localities. Wunsch the King 
had detached (21st August), as we heard already. Finck the 
King finds, farther, that he can detach (from Waldau Country, 
Se^^ember 7th) Russians being so languid, and Saxony 
0men into such a perilous predicament. 

* Pew days after Kunersdorf,* says a Note, which should be inserted 
here, ^ diere had fallen-out a small Naval matter, which will be con- 

* solatory to Friedrich, and go to the other side of tlie account, when 
^ he hears of it: Kunersdorf was Sunday August 12th; this was Sa- 

* tntday and Sunday following. Besides their Grand Brest Fleet, with 

Flatbottoms, and world-famous land-preparations going on at 
^vwities, for Invasion of proud Albion, all which are at present under 
^ itawke’s strict keeping, the French have, ever since Spring last, a 

* fine subsidiary Fleet at Toulon, of very exultant hopes at one time; 

* which now come to finis. 

* Sea-FigAi (froperly Sea^Hunt of 200 miles), in the Cadiz fVaters, 

* Augusit tith-i^h^ l^e fine Toulon Fleet, which expected at one 

* time, Pittas ships being so scattered over the world, to be ‘‘mistress of 

* the Mediterranean,” has found itself, on the contrary (such were 

* Pittas reaouroes and promptitudes), cooped in harbour all Summer; 

* Boscawen watching it in the usual strict way. No egress possible; 

* tm, in the sultry weather (8th July—^4th August), Boscawen’s need 

* ttf fresh provisions, fresh water and of making some repairs, took him 

* to Gibraltar, and gave the Toulon Fleet a transient opportunity, which 

* it made use of. 

* August 17th, at 8 in the evening, Boscawen, at Gibraltar (some 

* of his still in dishabille or under repair), was hastily apprised 

* by ohc or ^S Frigates, That the Toulon Fleet had sailed; been seen, 

* VMhly at Cluta Point so many hours ago. Meaning,” as Boscawen 

* gueasesy ** to be through the Straits thi$ very night!” By power of 

^ the di^bille ships were rapidly got buttoned together (in 

* aboatttwp hours) 5 and by 10 P.M. all were under sail. And soon were 
^ iahtHuhuse; the game being now in view,'-^^ing at its utmost through 

* ^ as antidpated* At 7 next morning {Saturday August i %th) 

^ got duteh of the Toulon Fleet; still well east of pidis, 

^ somererhere in the Trafalgar waters, I should guess. Here ^scawen 

Xempelhof, iU. axz, 037. 
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* fottght and chased the Toulon Fleet, for houts coming > d)poi?0 tt 

* Anally ashor<^ at Lagos on the coast of Portugal, y^ih Irve ^ hjg 

* ships burnt or t^en, its cre^*$ and other ships ilying land a^ 

* water, its poor mortally wounded j and U^e Toulon A 

* rained article. .The wind had •been capricious, here fre^h, theim 
^ calm; nenv favouring the hunters, now the hunted} both Fleets had 
^ dropped in two. De la CJiue, the French Admiral, cdropl&lhcd btt- 

* terly how hU Captains lugged, or shore-off and forsook hfm. Bo«* 

^ cawen himself, who for his own shaie had gone at it eag]e*i>|i^ Wai$ 

* heard grumbling, about want of j^peed in some people; is^; 

* “ It is well; but it might have been better 

* De la Clue,—fallen long ago from all notions of **ddmihi9^ing 

* the Medilciianean,”—^had modestly intended to get through, 0ti 

‘ terms, into the Ocean; might Uien, if possible, have joined thegtkua 

* ** Invasion Squadion,” now lying at Brest, till Vannes ftnd the ihir- 

* nishmgs are leady, or have tried to be troublesome in the reasp cf 
‘ Hawke, who is blockading all that. A modest outlook in eoznpiri'’ 

* son;—and this is what it also has come to, As for the Gr^d fiava* 

‘ sion Squadion, Admiral Conflaus, commanding it, still hplds^p hi$ 

^ head in Brest Harbour, and talks big. Makes Uttle Gt Rodney^s 

* havoc on the Flatbottoms at Havre, Will soon have Elei;bott<mis 
‘ again; and you shall see P*—if only Hawke, and wind and 

* and Fortune, will permit.* 

Austrian Rdchs Army does its crowning Fe0 (Atlg^st 46 th 
—September 4th): Diary of what is cal!§d the 
(f Dresden, 

Since the first weeks of August there hstve beeit Av^trhwa 
detachments, Wehla’s Corps, Brentano’s Corps, enteiittg Sswcony 
from the north-east or Daun-ward side, and posting themselves 
in the strong points looking towards Dresden; w^ing there 
till the Reichs Army should capture its Leipzigs, i^ergaas, 
Wittenbergs, and roll forward from north-west To 
it is easy to fancy what an impetus was given by 
,and August 12th; the business, after that, gQipg-on 
quick, and pointing to immediate practical industryoq 
The Reichs Army hastens to smtle its north-westdra Tmirpi*. 
puts due Sfairison ii^ each, leaves a 10 or i®,oocy»hM^«iWie fot 
general |trbtection, m those parts; and, August 434 
for Bremen. There are only some j 5,000 left of Ifc hqar; 
half Army drunh-up in that 

>* ^fattaa, ii. 3 ts< 9 f JNf tii* 0k« French'Adnh«l'i){Mp<Uchi 

I>«8patco« S;^, in xm. 434. 
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Daun i^owap^ing forth his Maguire with a hrosh la.ooo; 
who l« to command the Wehlas and Brentanos as well And, 
in elSeot, tp bn Austrian Chief, and as regards practical matters, 
Manager of this important Enterprise,—.all-iilportant to Daun 
Schmettau in Dres^n sees clearly^what mischief is 
at 

To this Siege of Dresden is the alpha to whatever 

omegas there may be: he and his Soltikof are to sit waiting 
blMt; atMi can attempt nothing but eating of provender, till this 
be achieved. As the Siege was really important, though not 
< 0 tei the alpha to all omegas, and has in it curious points and 
|lJtysiagnomic traits, we will invite readers to some transient 
ipispection of it,—the rather as there exist ample contemporary 
-NiMTatives, J)iariums and authentic records, to render that pos- 
aihde and easy.^^ 

* Ever since the rumour of Kunersdorf,* says one Diarium, com¬ 
piled out of many, ‘ in the last two weeks of August, Schmettau’s need 
^ vigilance and diligence hu'- been on the incicsise, his outlooks be- 
grimmer and grimmer. lie has a po<>rish (iarrison lor num- 
(3,700 in all^), and not of the best ([uality; desciteis a good few 
'of them: willing enough for stiokesj; fighting fdlows all, aud ot ad- 

* venOirous turn, but uncertain as to loyalty iii a case of pinch. He 
‘ has endless stores in the place; for one item, almost a million sterling 

* of jready-money. Poor Schmettau, if he knew it, has suddenly be- 

* come the Leonidas of this Campaign, Diesden its Thennopyte; and* 
~But readers can conceive the situation. 

aofiS, Schmettau quits the Neustadt, oi noithcm part of 

* Dresden^ whidh lies beyond the River: mumpoUant that, and mde- 

* feitsiMe with garrison not adequate; Schmettau will stiengthen the 
^ Kiver^bauk, blow-up the.Stone Bridge if neccsaaiy, and lestrict him- 
^ self to Bresden Proper. The Court is here; Schmettau does not hope 

* that the Court can avert a Siege from him; but ho fails not to try, m 
^ that way too, and may at least gain time. 

He has a Mine put under the main aich of the 
‘Bridge: *‘iaine ill*made, uncertain of effect/' rcpoits the Officer 

* '#hom be smit to inspect it. But it was never tried, the mere mmouj 

‘ 44 'it attacks that side. Same day, August a5th, Schmettau 

I teOdwiS that unfortunate Royal Missive'® written m the dark days of 

* l^kweiia^morrow of Kunen>dori (14th or 13th August)/ which we 

‘ That there is another Letter on the road for him, in- 
> *' Relief lihall be tried/' is unknown to Schmettau, and fatally 

, aad eajieful Narrative ; in Anitnymifm 

Iff Teia 0 )k<ji aoff; Sauuftttairs 4ar} has 'August apW 
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* coAtiimes tt&knowil. While Schmettau is readit^ this (August; 

* General Wunsch has been on the road four days; WujiiscJi and Wol-* 

* fersdorf ■with about 8,000, at their quickest pace, and in a fine winged 

* frame of mind wij^al, speeding on: will cross Elbe at Meiss^ 

* morrow night,—did Schmettau dtily know. People say bO did,,in 

* the way of rumoifr, understand that Kunersdorf had not been the 

‘ thing it was thought; and that efforts would be made by a King I8fce 

* his. In his place one might have, at least, shot-out a spy of two ? 

* But he did not, then or afterwards. 

* Already, ever since the arrival of Wehla and Brentano in 

* parts, he has been labouring under many uncertainties i too 

* a Leonidas! Hanging between Yes and No, even about thAl; itf i|nit* 
‘ ting the Neustadt, for example: carrying over portiems of hi$goods, 

* but never heartily the whole; unable to resolve; now lifting visibly 

* the Bridge pavement, then again visibly restoring it;—-and, I thfadc, 

* though the contrary is asserted, he had at last to leave in the 

* stadt a great deal of stores, horse-provender and other, not needfh} t& 
‘ him at present, or impossible to carry, when dubiety got ended. He 

* has put a mine under the Bridge; but knows it will not go off. 

' Schmettau has been in many wars, but this is a case that tries fait 

* soldier qualities as none other has ever done. A case of endless in^ 

* tricacy,—if he be quite equal to it; which perhaps he was not alto^ 

* then Nobody ever doubled Schmettau’s high qualities as a man 1^ 

* captain; but here arc requisite the very highest, and these SdimettaU 

* has not. The result was very tragical; I suppose, a pain to Fried- 
‘ rich all his life after; and certainly to Schmettau all his. This is 

* Saturday night 25th August: before Tuesday week (September 4th) 

* there will have sad things arrived, irremediable to Schmettau^ Had 
‘ Schmettau decided to defend himself, Dresden had not been taken. 

‘ What a pity Schmettau had not been spared this Missive, Cfdculeted 
‘ to produce mere doubt! Whether he could not, and should aOt^ after 

* a ten days of inquiry and new discernment, have been able to tmd 

* the King’s true meaning, as well as the King’s momentary humour, 

* in this fatal Document, there is no deciding. Sure enou^ fao 

* not read the King’s true meaning in it, but only tlio King’s nxomentaary 
‘ humour; did not frankly set about d 'fending himself to the death, 

‘ or seeing” in that way whether he could not defend luRisclf,”» 

* with a good capitulation lying in the rear, aftar he had. 

* *Sune/(iy August Trumpet at the gates. Mc&sen^ from 

* Zwal^dok is introduced blind fold; brings formal Sammons to Schmet- 
' tau. Summons duly truculent: '‘Resistance vein; more you 
' resist, the**worse it w^I be,-—and there is a worst” (that of 

* delivered to the Croats, and ma^aed man), ‘‘ of whidh 

* should |.sp^k ? Esmcially if in anything you of your to 

* tha ^Ele^ral Prince and Heir-Apparent, poor 

backedt yosiag CentlemjMb ^ excellent spri^tly a 
fritnd of Friedrich’s amk daughter of the late Kaiser Karl VlLy whinn 
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we Used so b«aatifuily)f ** imagine what your fate will be!"—To which 
^ Sthmetian anawers: **Can Durchlaucht think us ignorant of the 

* common rules of b^viour to Persons of Rank ? For the rest, 

* Dttnohlaucht knows w:hat our duties here are, anc 5 |wouId despise us if 

* we did do them;”—and) in Ihort, our answer again is, in polite 
^fbnns, ^*Pooh, pooh; you may go your wayT** Upon which the 
f Messei^ger is blindfolded again; and Schmettau sets himself in hot 

* utmost to clearing-out his goods from the Neustadt; building with 

* huge intertwisted cross-beams and stone and earth-masses a Battery 

* W own end of the Bridge, batteries on each side of it, below and 
*hlxwe^~locks the Gates; and is passionately busy all Sunday,— 

* though divine service goes on as usual. 

* Hatdly were the Prussian guns got away, when Croat people in 

* quantity came in, and began building a Battery at their end of the 

* Bridge, the main defence-work being old Prussian meal-barrels, handily 
*' filled with earth. “ If you fire one cannon-ball across on us,” said 
^ Schmettau, I will bombard the Neustadt into flame in few minutes” 

* (I have only to aim at our Hay Magazine yonder): “be warned!” 

* Nor did they once fire from that side; Electoral Highness withal and 

* Royal Palace being quite contiguous behind the Prussian Bridge-Bat- 
‘ tery# Electoral Highness and Household are politely treated, make 

answer to everything; intend going down into the '‘^Apotk^ke^^ 

* (Ritchen suite), or vaulted part of the Palace, and will lodge there 

* wlien the cannonade b^ns. 

*This same Sunday August Maguire arrived; and set in- 

* stantly to building his bridge at Fillnitz, a little way above Dresden: 
^ at Uebigau, a little below Dresden, the Reichsfolk have another. 

* Reicdisfolk, Zweibnick in person, come all in on Wednesday; post 

* themselves there, to north and west of the City. What is more im- 

* pottant, the siege-guns, a superb stock, aie steadily floating, through 

* the Pima regions, hitherward; get to hand on PViday next, the fifth 

* day hence,*' Korbitz (halfway out to Kesselsdorf) is Durchlaucht’s 

* headquarter:-—Chief General is Durcltlaucht, conspicuously he, at 
leasi; in theory, and shall have all the glory; though Maguire, glanc- 

* on these cannon, were it nothing more, has probably a good deal 

* to sayi Maguire too, I observe, takes post on that north or KesseK- 

* dprt ^e; contiguous for the Head General. Wehla and Brentano 

* post themselves on the south or up-stream side; it is they that handj 
*in th# rie^-guns; batteries are already everywhere marked-out, 

* emmon^batteries and 5 howitzer. In short, from the morrow ot that 
' ttUCulfisit |iummon5> Monday morning to Thursday, there is hot stir 

* Of^tuitfts&rious preparation on Schmettau’s part; and continual pour- 

* iogrin cif the hostile force, who are also preparing at the utmost. 

* TbUrinJay, the Si^e^ if it con be called a Siege, beguis. gradually, 

* kad Iwdws: , 

) 30th), Schmettau, who is, night and 

Ten^eihaf, p* tza * 
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** palisading the River/* and much else^-^disdic^ |that 
‘ Break erf Day di&cloves on his part) to the Dresden public Gab 

* lowS) black, huge, of impressive aspect; labelled *' Fot* Plundet'ciSi 

* Mutineers and tl^ir Ilfelpers.”** The Austrian heavy guns are not yet 

* in battery; biif nuiltitudes of lode Croat people go swamii^ about 

* eveiywhere, and*tlielrc is plentiful firing from such artilleries as ^y 

* have. This same Thuri»day morning, two or three battaliOttS of ttou 
‘ rush into the Vnna Suburb; attack the Prussian (iiuard-partias 

* Scbmettati instantly dii>patches Captain Kolias and a Tnuupelbw* 
** Durchbucht, have the goodness to recall these Croat 

* wise the Suburb goes into flame I And directly on arrival 

* Messenger, may it please Durchlauchl. For we have couipdlcd l^e 

* time; and will not wait beyond what is reasonable for his retUrUl” 

* Zweibiuck is meic indignation and astonishment; will burn 

* bum Quediinburg, Beiim itself, and utterly ruin the King of Prase's 
‘ Dominion in geneial:—the rejoinder to which is, burning Of Pi|?na 
^ Submb, as predictcii; seventy houses of it, this evening, 

^ Onwani from which time there is on both sides, especially on 
‘ Schmettau’s, diligent artillery practice; cannonade kept-up wherever 

* Schiuettau can see the enemy busy; enemy responding wi^h what ati* 
' lilleiy he has:—not much damage donc^ I should think, thoiM^ 4 

* great deal of noise; and for one day {Saturday September JUB), 

^ Diaiist notes, Not safe to walk the streets this day/^ But, ja c^ te ct ^ 

* the Siege, as they call it,—which fell dead on the fifth day, and OW 

* never well alive,—consists mainly of menace and cotmter-menOcef in 

* the way of bargain-making and negotiation so far as Z out gsttbm*, 

^ that superb Patk of Austrian ArtiHery, though built into batteries, 

* and talked about in a bullying manner, was not fired from tt alt 

‘ Schmettau affects towards the enemy (and towards hims^,ldare 
^ .say) an air of iron finnness; but internally has no swch 

* “ calls a Council of War/l and the like. Council of War, m 

* of that King’s Missive, confirms him with one voice: “ Sttr^y,’$u#ely, 

^ Excellenz; no defence possible 1” Which is a prophecy and ii filifil* 
‘ ment, lx>th in one. Why Schmettau did not shoptrforih a spy jpy two, 

* to ascertain for him What, or whether Nothing whatever, wi« pass- 
‘ ing outside Dresden ? I never under ttend! Beyond his own Wali% 

* the workl is a vacancy and blank to Schmettau, and he saeSOd ixm- 

* tent it should be so. 

* * SejfUmicr %d. Though SchBjeUatt*^ contioiftide was very 

* loud, and bad been so all night, divh^e service was held as 

^ streets safe again,—Asistriajas, I suppose, Sting ^ith oani^W* 

* About 4 ^ p<wd«ir spent, Ceneral Maguire, 

' stepping dui on Elbe Bridge, bJowJ or t^ats Appeal, three > 

* a momjant’s conversation ivilh his Excell^cy/* Qrai%(i^ at 

* once;' wMtwssos attending on both sides, “ Defence is impt^ssibie j 

* in t« n am <rf httniai4ty» consider!’* urges Magairea Defence to 

e *• iiL 373. 
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^ Wt mm of US is certain^’’ answers SchmetUu, frosu tl:te tee^h 
‘ owtwjmis isK tbo ond, engages to put on paper^ in oese he, by 
' extsteity of aWttck, have at any time to accept terras, what his terms 

* will inflclalbly be. Vp<m which there is “ Armi^cc till Tomorrow 

* mid Magttite, I douhl pot, re|a)rts joyfully on this feeling of the 
‘ Onetny*^ pulse. Zweibruck and Maguire are vtrf well aware ot what 

* ia passing in these neighbourhoods (General Wunsch back at Wit- 

* ieoberg by forc^^ marches 1 blew it open in an hour); and a?e grow- 

* ing himly anxious that Dresden on any terms were theirs. 

^ 3«/, The death-day of the Siege; an iincom- 

'moniy busy day,—though Armistice lasted perfect till 3 p.M., and 
eame^back nrore perfect than ever. A Siege not killed by 

* c^anuon, but by medical industry. Let us note will) l^revity the suc- 

* IpCsfiive symptoms and appliances. About seven in the morning Ma- 
' gutre had his Messengei in Dresden, *^Vour KxcdJeucy^s Paper 
^ ready?” Nearly ready,’* answeis Schmetlau; “we will send it 

* by ft Messenger 01 our own.” And about eleven of the day Maguire 
‘doe** get it;—:the same Captain Kolias (whose name w^e recollect) 

handing it in; and statue-like waiting Answer. “Pshaw', this will 

* Iteu^ do,ejaculates Maguire; “terms irrationally high!” Captain 
^ RdHatt ‘‘knows nothing of what is in the Paper; and is cliarged only 
■%o bring a Written Answer from Excellenz. ” Kxcellenz, before >vriting, 
*‘‘will have to consult with Durchlauchtcan, however, as ifeou- 

* fidentially and from feelings of friendship, can assure you, Sir, on 
‘ my honour, That the Garrison will be delivered to the Croats, and 

* every man of it put to the sword, “ The Garrison will expect that 

* said Kolias, statue-like; and withdrew, wUh 
‘ the proper bow. ^ Something interesting to u.s in these Military diplo- 
' matic passages, with their square-elbowed fashions, and politeness 
‘ stiSfta iron! 

* Not till three of the afternoon does the Wiitten Answer reach 
^Schmettau: “Such Terms never could be accepted.”—“Good,” 
‘answers Schmettau; “To our last breath no others will be offered.’* 

* Aztd c<»nmences cannonading again, not very violently, but with the 
‘ orde^, “Go on, then, night and day I” 

‘ About ro at night, General Guasco, a truculent kind of man, 
‘ whom I have met with up and down, but not admitted to memory, 
‘b^ts Appeal on the Bridge; “Inform the Commandant that there 
^ win now%traightway 13 batteries of cannon, and 5 ditto of howitzers 
‘ on him, unless he bethinks himself 1 ” Which dreadful message 
, ^ k Kikeh hp Schnaettau. “ Wish the gentleman good-evening,” onlers 
‘ j^ehmettau 5 “ and say we will answejr with 100 guns. ” Upon which 
‘ GuftSCO vanishes;—but returns in not; tnany minutes, milder in tone; 

* “a sight of that Written 3 Paper of Terms again.” “There 
Mj: sdll is,” answers Schmettau, “not altered, nor ever shall be.” 
‘ Azkd there ia Arinistice again ^^-and the Siege, as turns out, ^as fired 

^ Tempelhof, Hi. axt. ^ * 
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* its last and ia painfdllf expiring in paroxj^ms of negotiatikxi, 

* which contintie a good many hours. Schmettan strives to ui^mtlind 
' clearly that his terms (of the King’s own suggesting^ as ScbzBettau 

* flatters himself) ar^jaccented; nor does I>urchlaucht take upon hto 

* lo refuse in any pomt; but he is sbangely slow to sign^ still hoping 

* to mend matters, ^ 

* Much hithering and thithering there was, till 4 next morning 

* (Durchlaucht has important news from Toigau, at that moment); till 

* 11 next day; till 4 in the afternoon and later,—Guosco and othem 

* coming with message after message, hasty and conciliatory: ^'Hurcb-j 

* laucht at such a distance, his signature not yet come; but be patient | 

* all is right, upon my honour!” Very great hurry evident on the part 
‘ of Guasco and Company; but nothing suspected by Schmettuu* TSll, 

* dusk or daikncss threatening now to supervene, Maguire and Schmet** 

* tau with respective suites have a Conference cm the Bridge,-^** rein 

* falling very heavy,” Dmchlaucht’s signature, Maguire is astonished 
‘ to say, has not yet come; but Maguiie pledges his honour '^tbat aU 
‘ shall be kept without chicaneand adds (what to some of us seemed 

* not superfluous aflei wards), ‘‘lam incapable of acting falsely or with 

* chicane.” In fact, till 9 in the evening there was no signature by 
‘ Durchlaucht; but about 6, on such pledge by Maguire of his hand 

‘ and his honour, the Siege entuely gave-up the ghost; and Dresdfl#* 
‘ belonge<l to Austria. Tuesday Evening 4th September 1759; Sito* 
‘ just setting, could anybody see him for the rain. 

‘ Schmettau had been over-hasty; what need had Schmettau of 
‘ haste ? The terms had not yet got signature, perfection of oettlffiamit 
‘ on every point; nor were they at all well kept, when they did! Con- 
‘ siderable flurry, temporary blindness, needless hurry, mid neglect of 
‘ symptoms and precautions, must be imputed to poor Schmltau; 

‘ whose troubles began from this moment, and went on incteasir^* 

‘ The Austrians are alicady besetting Elbe Mdge, rooting-ap the har- 
‘ ring-bone balks; and approaching our Blockhouse,"-sooner than wae 
‘ expected. But that is nothing. On opening the Fima Gate, to share 
‘ it with the Austrians, Friedrich’s Spy (sooner had not liecm possible 
‘ to the man) was waiting ; who handed Schmettau that SecomT Letter 

* of Friedrich’s, “Courage; there is relief on the road I” Poor 

* Schmettau I’ 

^ Wliat Captain Kolias and the Prussian Garriso 1 thought 
of ail this, were perhaps shy of sayiz^, and we at such 
distance are not informed,—except by one Kymptoigt: that of 
Colondi Hcifman, Schmettau's Second, whose indignation does 
become tragically evident. Ho&nan, a rugged Prussian veto- 
rahr is imi^inant at the Capitulation itseh; doubly and trebly 
indigxiant 4he ^Austrians on Elbe Bridge,^ busy raising 

our BaaEstf^A 'Vtiery: “How is this, Sir?"' inquires he 

^ .'V 
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Captain Sydow, who is on guard at the Prussian end; *' How 
dated you make this change, without acquainting the Second 
in Command ? Order-out your men, and come along with me 
to ckar the Bridge again ^ydow hesitate!, haggles; indig- 
^nant Hoffman, growing loud as thunder, pullsput a pistol, fatal- 
looking to disobedient Sydow; who calls to his men, or whose 
men spring-out uncalled; and shoot Hof&nan down,—send two 
balls through him, so that he died at 8 that night. With noise 
enough, then and afterwards. Was drunk, said Schmettau’s 
people. Friedrich answered, on report of it: "I think as Hoff- 
man did. 'If he was ‘drunk,’ it is pity the Governor and all 
“ the Garrison had not been so, to have come to the same 
"judgment as he. "2® Friedrich’s unbearable feelings, of grief 
and indignation, in regard to all this Dresden matter,—which 
mre not expressed except coldly in business form,—can be fan¬ 
cied, by all readers. One of the most tragical bits of ill-luck 
that ever befell him. A very sore stroke, in his present con¬ 
dition ; a signal loss and affront. And most of all, unbearable 
link how narrowly it has missed being a signal triumph;— 
missed actually by a single hair’s-breadth, which is as good as 
by a mile, or by a thousand miles ! 

Soon after 9 o’clock that evening, Durchlaucht in person 
came rolling through our battery and the herring-bone balks, 
to visit Electoral Highness,—which was not quite the legal 
time either. Durchlaucht had not been half an hour with Elec¬ 
toral Highness, when a breathless Courier came in: “ General 
Wunsch within ten miles" (took Torgau in no-time, as Durch¬ 
laucht well knows, for a week past); ‘ ‘ and will be here before 
we sleep t” Durchlaucht plunged-out, over the herring-bone 
balks again (which many carpenters are busy lifting); and the 
'Electoral Highnesses, in like manner, hurry-off to Tophtz that 
same night, about an hour after. What a Tuesday Night! 
Poor Hoffman is dead at 8 o’clock; the Saxon Royalties, since 
II, are galloping for Pirna, for TOplitz ; Durchlaucht of Zwef- 
briick we saw hurrying-off an hour before them,—Capitulation 
signature tuot yet dry, and terms of it beginning to be broken ; 
end Wunsch reported to be within ten miles 1 

The Wunsch report is perfectly correct. Wunsch is at 

Gtossenhayn this evening; all in a fiery mood of swftness, 

* • 

» P.S. Jn Atjfograph of Letter to Schmettau, 'Waldsui, nth September 1759* 
^Preu«,ii: Urkur^l^nhnckt ^ 45). ^ • 
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his peoplt knd he ;-~atKl indeed it is, by chance, otie of Wdif- 
erSdntfs Impetuosities th A has sent the news so fsist Wutisch 
hid been a$ swift witi^jTorgau as he was iHth Wiiteftbaihgfi he 
IdeW^out the ppot^Reichs Garrison there by instant stornti and 
packed it off to Lsiptig, under charge of * an Officer ahdTrur^v 
pet:'“*he had, greatly against his will, t6 rest two days 
for a few indispensable caOnon from Magdeburg, CStmch 
once come, Wunsch, burning for deliverance of Dresd^fn, had 
again started at his swiftest, * Monday 3d September’ 
day of the Siege), 'very early.’ 

* He is under 8,000; but he is determined to do it;—and WddM 

* have done it, think judges, half-thinks ZweibniCk himself: StUib a 

* fire in that Wunsch and his Corj^s as is very dangerous indeitod^ At 

* 4 this morning, Zweibruck heard of his being on march: 

* uncertain”—(numbers seemingly not the important point, ~WowS txs^ 
'number of us about our business!)—and since that moment 

* briick has driven the capitulation nt such n }>ace; though the flutriw 

* Schmettau suspected nothing. 

' Afternoon ol Tuesday Wunsch, approaching GrossenhajUf hkd 
'detached Wolfcrsdorf with 100 light horse rightwards to Grddd^ 

' boating Viliagc on Kibe shoie, To seek news of Dresden; also to se0 
' ifboatsaie pioanable fox cairyhig our artillery up thither. AtGrbdel* 

' Wolfersdorf finds no boats that will avail: but certain boat-p^c^le> 
'newfioin Jliesckn, icpoit that no capitulation bad been publ^sted 
' when they left, but tliat it vas understood to be going on, J<few spur 
‘ to Wolfersdorf and Wunsch, Woifersddrf hears farther in this Vll- 
'lage, That there axe some thirty Austrian horse in (iros^efthayu:^ 

' “Possible these may escape General* Wunsch !” thinks Woitei^dorfj 

* and deckles to have them. Takes thhty men of hh Qwn j ord<?t?t the 

‘ other seventy to hold rightwaul, gather what is goings 

' and follow xnore leisurely; and breaks-off for the Grosscohayti-Dres- 
' den Highway, to inlertcpi those fellowa. 

'Getting to the highway, Wolfersdprfdoes see llxe ihllowgi i»ees 
‘ also,-—with what degree of horror I do not know,—^that Utefe ate’ 
‘ at least 100 of them against his 30! TJorror wifi do nothing for 
‘ Wolfcrsdorf, nor are his other yo now within reach, I’utting a bold 

* on the mnltei, Jic cotntnandb, Ktentor^Ukc, if U wet: aU a fact 1 
' “Grenadiers, matth ; Dragoons, to ngUt forwards, Udu^el; ffossax.*,, 

^Jarwduli Maio iii '---amidoesterrifxcaRydUihforwijhl withthti thirty 

* Hui^sars, or lust item of the invoicei fltts^olhcrs to 

' The A^stviam diaw bridle with afoiv/jfpient; fire-off tl^eir 

' take <6 their heclri, and do not stop (or tnoife. WoTfer^tjrf eaiHUtfesf 

* oftb^lW^^for Ix^ioof Af Grossenhttyn ? ahd sends the temaiWi^ pt 

* g^lopIS^ Who bring the above news to IJtarchlaWi&t of 

^ VJ Tempcflio'*, iiI, x. 
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\ iA,0Of> erftJjettij may it please your Domhlaucht j 

'* aficc<mats we had T'-^Fancy poor Schmettau's fedtngs! 

^ * Oa dte monreWsr Dresdm Wa6 roused ftom its sleep by load firing 
•i^ld batUe, audible on the north side of thte Rirer: "before day- 
f,Weak| nnd all day/' It is Wunft:h impetuously^usy in the woody 

* ebuntrifts there. Durchlauphl had shot-out GenetWs and Divisions, 

* 'fihv^tano, Wehla, this General and then that, to intercept Wunsch: 
“ tbe^ the fiery Wunsch,—almost as if they had been combustible ma- 
•terial cotoiing to quench fire,—^repels and daslies back, in a wonderful 
^ manner, General after General of them. And is lord of the field all 

* cannot hear the least word from Dresden; w'hich is a sur- 

* pmdhg drcumstance. 

the afternoon Wunsch summons Maguire in the Neustadt: 

* ^ Will answer you in two hours,” said Maguire. Wunsch thereupon 

* is (or attacking their two Pontoon Elbe-Bridges; still rcsohite for 

* Dresden,orders Wolfersdorf on one of them, the Uebigau Bridge, 

* ^priho fin^ the enemy lifting it at any rate, and makes them do it 

^ But night is now sinking; ftom Sebmettau not a word or sign, 

^ ^ ihere, all day; not n single cannon to or from,” say 

* Wunsch and Wolfer^orf to one another, " Schmettau must have 

1^^' conclude they, and withdiaw in the night-time, still 
if molested j bivotiack at Grossenhayn, after t\veuty-fov\r 

* bouts of ccMitinual march add battle, not lime even for a snitch of 

•Ibodw 


^Resting at Gro«Jsefthayn, express readies Wunsch from his Com- 
*URtandant at Torgau: " Klecfeld is come on me from Leipzig with 
‘ I4 ,ocr;»; I cannot long hold-out, unless iclieved.” Wunsch takes? 

* the road again; two marches, each of twenty miles. Reaches Torgau 

* late; takes post in the ruins of the Nouh Suburb, find-, he must fight 

* Klcefcld* Refreshes his men " with a keg of wine per Company,” 

* Sttrely a judicious step; and sends to Wolfersdorf, who has the rear- 
‘ gnartl, " Be here with me tomorrow at to.” Wolfeisdorf starts at 4, 

* is h«rfe at tot and Wunsch, having scanned Klcefeld and his Posi- 


* ttoa* (a Position strong t/you are dexterous to manoeuvre in it; 

CapaWe of being ruinous if you are not,—part of the Position of a 
bigger jBatiir v/ which is coming),—‘flies at Kleeleld and his 

* 14,000 like a cat-o'-moutttato; takes him on the left flank:—Klcefeld 
‘ apd such pverplus of thousands are standing a little to wcst-atid-souih 

* of TorgaUiAvilh the (a desolate big reedy mere, or 

0/jOm^ij niE ofibrittg idle Torgauer a melancholy sport there) * as 

* a ptotecd<j|t to their r^t; but wnth no evoluiion-talcui, or none in 

^ to Wunsch’s ;—wl accordii^ly are cui*to pieces by 

* /and blown b3i the wUrfs, as their kdtows have all been/** 

^ Wdnscitt absolute Fatd forbidding, could not save Dresden: 

dsr A%:fUu du ran. IVumch^ hev Rvichenbe^z. 
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but he is here lord of the Northern regions 
but Leipzig now in the enemy's hand;—^d can await FiAtSc, 
who is on march with a stronger party to begin business here. 
It is reckoned, tj^^ere Sre few more brilliant little bits of Soldi^ 
ing than this of,Wunsch’s. Alt the more, as his men, for mns# 
part, were not Prussian, but miscellaneous Foreign spirits of. 
uncertain fealty; roving fellows, of a fighting turn, attraiSted 
by Friedrich’s fame, and under a Captain who had the art df 
keeping them in tune. Wunsch has been soldiering, in a dtU- 
gent though dim miscellaneous way, these five-and-twenty yehnsj 
fought in the old Turk Wars, under disastrous Seckendorf^w- 
Wunsch a poor young Wiirtemberg ensign, visibly busy there 
(1737-39), 3 -s was this same Schmettau, in the charadteSr of 
staff-officer, far enough apart from Wunsch at that tjmeJ— 
fought afterwards, in the Bavarian service, in the Dutch, at 
Roucoux, at Lauffeld, again under disastrous people. Coitid 
never, under such, find anything but subaltern work all thi$ 
while; was glad to serve, under the eye of Friedrich, as 
Colonel of a Free Corps ; which he has done with much 
gence and growing distinction: till now, at the long last, his 
chance does come; and he shows himself as a real General. 
Possibly a high career lying ahead;—a man that may bft very 
valuable to Friedrich, who has now so few such left ? Fate had 
again decided otherwise for Wunsch; in what way will be Been 
before this Campaign ends; “an infernal Campaign," accord- 
ing to Friedrich, Carnpagne infernale.” 

Finck, whom Friedrich had just detached from Waldau 
(September 6th) with a new 8 or 6,000, to command in chief 
in those parts, and, along with Wunsch, put Dresden out of 
risk, as it were,—Finck does at least join Wunsch, as we shall 
nrention in a little. And these Twq, with such Wolfersdorfs 
and people under them, did prove capable of making front 
'against Reichsfolk m great overplus of number, ’ior afe far¬ 
ther sieges of those Northern Garrisons, but recaptures of them, 
the news one hears from Saxony henceforthonIy„that Dres¬ 
den is fatally gone. Irrecoverably, as turned‘Out, and in that 
unbearable feanner. Here is the concluding scene; , 

Sahtrday September %ih ; Exit SchmHtm. * A thousand 
‘ tiinei over, Schmettau must have asked himself, “ WJy was I in such 
‘ a hurryWithout cause lor it I, only Maguire having cause t”—< 
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^ The Capitulation bad been ended in a huddle, without signature: an 

* invrf$e .Capitulation j and it ■was scandalously ill kept. Schmettau 

* was not to have marched till Monday loth,—six clear days for pack- 

* ing and preparing;—but, practically, he has i% make three serve him; 

* nM to go half-packed, or not patted at all. EiUlless chicanes do 
^nrise, ^‘upon my honour !”—»not even the Soo vMfons are ready for 
** tts; Can’t your baggt^es go in boats, then?” “ No, nor shall!” 

* answers Schmettau, with blaming eyes, and heart ready to burst; a 

* Schmettau living all this while as in Purgatory, or worse. Such 
‘ bullyings from truculent Guasco, who is now witlioui nm//Ic. CapL- 

* tulation, most imperfect in itself, is avowedly infiinged : King’s Ar- 

* lillery,—which we had haggled for, and cndal by “ ht>ping for,” to 

* Maguire that*rainy evening: why were we in such a hurry, too, and 

* Wind to Maguire’s hurry!—King’s Artillery, according to Diuchlancbt 

* of Zwdbruck, when he actually signed within the walls, is Nicht 

* ucc^rdirt (Not granted), except the Field part.” King’s regimental 

* furnishings, all and sundry, were ^^accordirt, and without visitation,” 

* -^but on second thoughts, the Austrian Officials are of opinion there 
*iaust really be visitation, must be inspection. ‘^May not sonic of 

* them belong to Polish Majesty?” In which sad process of inspection 

* there was incredible waste, Schmettau protesting; and above half of 

uniforms were lost to us. Otir So pontoons, whicli were ex- 

* pressiy baigained for, are brazenly denied us: “20 of them are 

* Saxon,” cry the Austrians; *®who knows if they are not almost all 
‘ Saxon,”— -upon my honour ! At this rate, only wait a day or two, 

* and fewer wagons than 800 will be needed ! thinks Schmettau; and 
*' consents to 18 river-boats; Boats in part, then; and let us march at 

* cmcc. Accordingly, 

^Saiurdiiy at 5 in the morning, Schmettau, with goods and 

* people, docs at last file out; across Itlbc Ihuigc through the NeustacU; 
•Prussians five deep; a double rank of Austrians, langed on each 

* ^kle, in ‘^espalier” they call it,•<—espalier wllh gaps hi it every licie 

* and there, to what purpose is soon evident. Tiie march was so dis- 

* posed (likewise for a purpose) that, all along, there were one or tv\o 

* Companies of Prussian Foot; and then hi the interval, caniages, can- 

* non, cavalry and hussars. Schmettau’s carriage is with the reargiiaid, 

* Madam Schmettau’s well in the van :—in two other carriages arc 

* two Prussian War-and-Domain Ministers.®* Managers of Saxon 

* Finance,’^jacse Two;~who will have to manage elscwlnre than in* 
‘ l>resden l^cncefortb^ Zinnow, Borck, they .^it veritably there, with. 

* theit multiform Account Papers: of ■whom I know absolutely no- 

* thing,—ex?ept (if any body cared) that Zinnow, wdio “died of apoplexy 

* in Jun0 following,” is probably of pursy red nosed type; and that 

* for certain, has a very fine face and figure; delicacy, checriul 

* d^aityf pt^rfect genUemanhood in sliort, wi'itten on cvciy feature oi 
•him; as painljxi by Pesne, and engraved by Schmidt, lor m)»acci- 

Amuyntom <'/Uambut^, in, 376. 
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* dental behoof.** Curious to think of that ela 1 >orate court-coat and 
‘ flowing periwig, with this specific Borck, “old as the Devjl’^ 

* I have had much trouble to identify), forming visible pW Of this 
‘ dismal Procession; bright eye of Borck not smiling as Usual, but 
‘ clouded, thoi^li-impassive ! that of Borck or his Limners is not 

* the point. u 

‘ The Prussians have been divided into small sections, with a nwiss 

* of baggage-wagons and cavalry between every two. And no sooner 

* is the mass got in movement, than there rises from the Austrian part, 

‘ and continues all the way, loud invitation, “ Whosoever ii a braW 
‘ Saxon, a brave Austrian, Reichsman, come to us! Gaps in the 

* espalier, don’t you see !” And Schmettau, in the rear, with baggie 
‘ and cavalry intervening,—^nobody can reach Schmettau, llete is a 

* way of keeping your bargain ! The Prussian Officers struggle Stoutly; 

* but are beilowed-at, struck-at, menaced by bayonet and noi?e 

* of them shot, I think, but a good several of them cut and wounded; 

‘ —the Austrian Officers themselves in passionate points behavi^ 

* shamefully, “ Yes, shoot them dowm, the (were it nothing else) heretic 

* dogs f and being throughout evidently in a hot shivery frame of 

* mind, forgetful of the laws. Seldom was such a Procession; spite, 

* rage and lawless revenge blazing out more and more. On the whole, 

* there deserted, through those gaps of the espalier, about hal 5 %C 

‘ whole Camson. On Madam Schmettau's hammercloth there sat, in 
‘ the Schmettau hvery, a hard-featured man, recognisable by bam eyes 

* as lately a Nailer, of the Nailer Guild here; wlm had been a spy for 

* Schmettau, and brought many persons into trouble; him thw taar- 

* down, and trample hither and thither,—at last, into some Guard* 

‘ house near by. 

Schmettau*s Protest against all this is vehement, aolemnly 
circumstantial: but, except in regard to the trampled Nailgr 
(Zweibruck on that point “ heartily sorry for the insult to your 
“ Excellency's livery; and here the man is, with a thousand 
** apologies”), Schmettau got no redress. Nor had Friedrich 
any, now or henceforth. Friedrich did at once, more to testify 
his disgust than for any benefit, order Schmettau: at 

“ Wittenberg, not at Magdeburg as was pretended to he bar* 
^ “ gained. Dismiss your Escort of Austrians ther^ bid them 
•• home at once, and out of your sight/' Schmettatt 'himselfhe 
ordered to Berlin, to idle waiting. Never again employed 
Schmettau: for sixteen years that they live^ toother, never 
saw his face more. 

*■» /VTfi/fffVnw WUhthnus Borck *73*: Schmid$^ 

Kuifhiij Btrffimtt 17^^: an excellent Pniu and Portlet. 

in AmmMous of til 364-376 (corrected 

cbleffy from Trf tHiko} ): PipicKt, and Correspondence m conftquenoe. Is in Sey* 
fiuth, ii. 611 Ssx : in //eidom^Gec^kt'ekie, &€« &c. 
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Schmettau’s ill-fortune was much pitied, as surely it dc- 
(ieired to be, by all men. About Friedrich’s severity there was, 
atid Still occasionally is, controversy held. Into which we shall 
ftot enter for Yes or for No. "You arc Ifke t||c rest of them !” 
tmtes Friedrich to him ; "whAi the momcnt^romcs for show¬ 
ing; firmness, you fail in it.”^^ Friedrich expects of others what 
all Soldiers profess,—and what is in fact the soul of all noble¬ 
ness in their trade,—but what only Friedrich himself, and a 
select few, are in the habit of actually performing. Tried by 
the standard of common practice, Schmettau is clearly .absolv- 
able ; a broten veteran, deserving almost tears. But that is 
not the standard which it will be safe for a King of men to go 
by. Friedrich, I should say, would be ordered by his Office, 
if Nature herself did not order him, to pitch his ideal very high; 
and to be rather Rhadamanthine in judging about it. Friedrich 
was never accused of over-generosity to the unfortunate among 
his Captains. 

After the War, Schmettau, his conduct still a theme of 
a jgust ent, was reduced to the Invalid List: age now sixty- 
seven, but health and heart still very fresh, as he pleaded; 
complaining that he could not live on his retiring Pension of 
3004 a year. " Be thankful you have not had your head struck- 
Off by sentence of Court-Martial,” answered Friedrich. .Schmet- 
f,ui, after some farther troubles from Court quarters, retired to 
Brandenburg, and there lived silent, poor but honour.ible, for 
his remaining fifteen years. Madam Schmettau came out very 
beautiful in those bad circumstances: cheery, thrifty, full of 
loyal patience; a constant sunshine to her poor man, whom she 
had preceded out of Dresden in the way we saw. Schmettau 
was very quiet, still studious of War matters • sent the King’ 
once, —in 1772, while Polish Prussia, and How it could be for¬ 
tified, were the interesting subject,—‘ a Journal,' which he had 
elaborated for himself, ' of the Marches of Karl Twelfth in IVcsl 
Preussen .^which was well received: “Apparently the King* 
Obt angry with me farther?” thought Schmettau. A completely 
tOtired old^xnan; studious, social,—the best men of the Army 
still his friends and familiars;—nor, in his own mind, any 
mutiny sj^ainst his Chief; this also has its beauty in a human 
life, my friend. So long as Madam Schmettau lived, it was 

‘ W^tdau, *oth September 17S9:’ in Preusi, ii. VrKundfv. p. 44. • 

« See Leden (hy nis Son, ‘Captain Schmettaua modest intelli,ient Book', pp. 

<40-47. • 
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well; after her death, not well, dark rather, and growing darker: 
and in about three years Schmettau followed (27th October 
1775), whither that good soul had gone. The elder Brother, 
—who was a dLtinguished Academician, as well as Fcjdmar- 
schall and Negdftiator,—had died at Berlin, in Voltaire’s time, 
1751. Each of those Schmettaus had a Son, in the Prussian 
Army, who wrote Books, or each a short Book, still worth read¬ 
ing. But we must return. 

On the very morrow, September 5th, Daun, heard of the 
glorious success at Dresden; had not expected it till about the 
loth at soonest. FromTricbel he sends the news at gallop to 
Lieberose and Soltikof: “Rejoice with us, Excellenz: did not 
I predict it ? Silesia and Saxony both are ours ; fruits chiefly 
of your noble successes. Oh, continue them a very little!" 
" Umph!” answers Soltikof, not with much enthusiasm: “ Send 
us meal steadily; and gain >ou, Excellenz’s self, some noble 
success t” Friedrich did not hear of it for almost a week 
not till Monday loth,—as a certain small Anecdote would of 
itself indicate. 

Sunday Evening 9th September, General Finck, with his 
new 6,000, hastening on to join Wunsch for relief of Dresden, 
had got to Grossenhayn; and was putting-up his tents, when 
the Outposts brought him m an Austrian Officer, who had come 
with a Trumpeter inquiring for the General. The Austrian 
Officer " is in quest of proper lodgings for General Schmettau 
and Garrison” (fancy I’inck’s sudden stare!);—“ last night they 
lodged at Gross-Ui^brilz, tolerably to their mind; but the ques¬ 
tion for the Escort is. Where to lodge this night, if yonr Excel¬ 
lency could advise me ?” " Herr, 1 will advise you to go back 
to Gross-Dobritz on the iu.stant,” answers Fjnck grimly; “I 
shall be obliged to make yoiuind yourTrumpet prisoners, other¬ 
wise!” Exit Austrian Officer. That same evening, ijop. Captain 
‘Kolias, carrying Schmettau's sad news to the calls on 
J inck in passing; gives dismal details of the Capitulation and 
the Austrian way of keeping it; filling FixiCk's mincl with sor¬ 
rowful indignation.'^® 

Finck,—‘let us add here, though in date it belongs a little 
elsewhere,—pushes on, not the less, to join Wunsch at Torgau; 

^ IVarfif J778J hy the FeldmanchaU’s Son; andtMb we havQ 

just hv the Lieutcnatit-Gcncral’s, 

^ Tempelhof, iil 237. 
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joins Wunsch, straightway recaptures Leipzig, garrison prisoners 
(September 13th): recaptures all those north-western garrisons, 
-—multitudinous Reichsfolk trying, once,^to fight him, in an 
amazingly loud, but otherwise hglpless way o/Korbitz' 

they call it); cannonading far and wide all d»y, and manoeu- 
vnng about, here bitten-in upon, there trying to bite, over many 
leagues of Country; principally under Haddick’s leading 
who saw good to draw-off Dresden-ward next day, and leave 
Finck master in those regions. To Daun’s sad astonishment, 
—in. a moment of crisis,—as we shall hear farther on ! So 
that Saxony ft not yet conquered to Daun; Saxony, no, nor 
indeed will be;—but Dresden is. Friedrich never could recover 
Dresden ; though he hoped, and at intervals tried hard, for a 
long while to come. 


CHAPTER VI. 

PRINCE HENRI MAKES A MARCH OF FIFTY HOURS ; THE 
RUSSIANS CANNOT FIND LODGING IN SILESIA. 

The eyes of all had been bent on Dresden latterly; and 
there had occurred a great deal of detaching thitherward, and 
of marching there and thence, as we have partly seen. And 
the end is, Dresden, and to appearance Saxony along with it, 
is Daun's. Has not Daun good reason now to be proud of the 
cunctatory method? Never did his game stand better; and 
all has been gained at other people’s expense. Daun has not 
played one trump card; it is those obliging Russians that have 
played all the trumps, and reduced the Enemy to nothing. 
Only continue that wise course,—^and cart meal, with your 
whole strength, for the Russians 1 — 

Safe behind the pools of Lieberose, Friedrich between them 
and Berlin, lie those dear Russians ; extending, Daun and they, 
like an iiupissable military dike, with spurs of Outposts and • 
cmmingly^vised Detachments, far and wide,—from beyond 
Bober or ujpost Crossen on the east, to Hoyerswerda in Elbe 
Country on the west;—dike of eighty miles long, and in some 
eastern parts of almost eighty broad; so elaborate is Daun’s 
detachix^ qui^ity, in cases of moment. “ The King’s broken 

** twwt der am 21 September hey Korhitz (in Meissen Countryf south 

o£ Elbe ; KrOgls toff is a Village in this widc-sjprcad * Action') vorsy/allenen A ction 
(Seylbrth^ Sfyla^, il 6af63o)* Tempelhofi iii. 048, 258. • 
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Army on one side of us," calculates Daun ; " Prince Henri’^ 
on the other; incommunicative they; reduced to isolation, 
powerless either or both of them against such odds. Thw 
shall wait there,^ please Heavefii, till Saxony be quite finished. 
Zweibruck, and ^ur Detachments and Maguires, let them finish 
Saxony, while Soltikof keeps the King busy. Saxony finished, 
how will either Prince or King attempt to recover it 1 After 
which, Silesia for us;—and we shall then be near our Maga¬ 
zines withal, and this severe stress of carting will abate or 
cease." In fact, these seem sound calculations; Friedrich is 
24,000; Henri 38,000; the military dike is, ofAuStriaiii 
75,000, of Russians and Austrians together 120,000. Daun 
may faiily calculate on succeeding beautifully this Year: SaxOny 
his altogether; and in Silesia some Glogau or strong Town 
taken, and Russians and Austrians wintering together in that 
Country. 

If only Daun do not ion much spare his trump cards 1 But 
there is such a thing as excess on that side too : and p erhaps ^ 
it is even the more ruinous kind,-—and is certainly the 'more 
despised by good judges, though the multitude of bad may no¬ 
tice It less. Daun is unwearied in his vigilances, in bis infinite 
cartings of provision for himself and Soltikof,—^long chains of 
Magazines, big and little, at Guben, at GOrlitz, at Bautzen, 
Zittau, Friedland;—and does, aided by French Montalembeit, 
all that man can to keep those dear stupid Russians in tune. 

Daun’s problem of carting provisions, and guarding his mul¬ 
tifarious posts, and sources of meal and defence, is not without 
its difficulties. Especially with a Prince Henri opposite; who 
has a superlative manoeuvring talent of his own, and iwi indus¬ 
try not inferior to Daun’s in that way. Accordingly, ever since 
August 1 ith-i 3th, when Daun moved northward to Triebel, and 
^Henri shot-out detachments parallel to him, "to^ecure the 
Bober and our right flank, and try to regain coinmunication 
with the King,”—still more, ever since Auguift 32 d, when DauA 
undertook that onerous cartage of meal ft>i' Soltikot as well a$ 
self, the manoeuvring and mutual fencing and panying, betufeep 
Henri and him, has been getting livelier and liveUen Fain 
woul^ Daun secure his numerous Roads and Magazines ; as¬ 
siduously does Henfi threaten him in these poiitts, and try all 
means tb regain coinmunication with his Brother. Daun iial& 
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Magazines aad interests everywhere; Henri is everywhere dili¬ 
gent to act on them. 

Daun in person, ever since Kunersdorf time, has been 
at Triebel ; Henri moved to %gan after hir^ but has left a 
lieutenant at SchmSttseifen, as Daun has a| Mark-Lissa:— 
here are still new planets, and secondary ditto, with revolving 
moons. In short, it is two interpenetrating solar systems, 
gyrating, osculating and colliding, over a space of several 
thousand square miles,—with an intricacy, with an embroiled 
abstruseness Ptolemean or more ! Which indeed the soldier 
Vrho would khow his business,—(and not knowing it, is not he 
of all solecisms in this world the most flagrant ?),—ought to 
shidy, out of Tempelhof and the Books ; but which, except in 
its results, no other reader could endure. The result we will 
make a point of gathering: carefully riddled-down, there are 
withal in the details five or six little passages which have some 
shadow of interest to us ; these let us note, and carefully omit 
rest: 

Landsknt * Fouquet was t^ice attacked at Lands- 

* hut; but made a lucky figure both limes. Attack first was by 

* Deville^ attack second by llarsch. Early in July, not long after 
‘ Friedrich had left for Schmottseifen, rash Deville (a rash creature, 

* and then again a laggard, swift where he should be slow, and vice 
^vertA) again made trial on Landshut and Fou(|uet; but was bcauti- 

* folly dewt with ; taken in rear, in flank, or I forget how taken, but 

* sent galloping through the Passes again, with a loss of many Prison- 
^ ers, most of his furnitures, and all his presence of mind : whom Daun 
‘thereupon summoned out of those parts, “Hitherward to Mark-Lissa 

* with your Corps; leave Fouquet alone I”* 

‘ Aftwr which, Fouquet, things being altogether quiet round him, 
summoned, with most part of his force, to Schmottseifen; left 
‘ General Goltz (a man we have met before) to guard Landshut; and 
‘ ia fair hopes of proving helpful to Prince Henri,—when liarsch' 

(Haiuch by himself this time, not Harsch and Deville as usual) ‘ thought 
‘ here w^his opportunity; and came with a great apparatus, as if to 

* w^dlowNlandshut whole. So that Fouquet had to hurry-off reirf 
‘ lorceUiehts thiflier; and at length to go himself, leaving Stutterheim 
‘ iU hh at Schmdttseifen. Goltz, however, with his small hand- 
‘ fed, itopd well to his work. And there fell-out sharp fencings at 
‘ ije^ddiUtlf'-'^'espedally one violent attack our outposts; the Aus- 

* tabuis >i|ui 4 !e triumphant; till “ a couple of cannon open on them from 

* tbe liftxt some violent Werner or other chatge-in upon 

• 

t Sm din UnUrnehmungin des FouquetscheH Corps^ im ynlius 1759: 

ia ii* sSa^sSS. a 
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' them with Prussian Hussars;—a desperate tussle, that speciflil <4 

* Wemer^s; not only sabres flashing furiously on both sid^, but IWttsSf 
‘ of pistols and blows on the face:" till, in short, llarsch fi'A hej^p 

* raaJce notliing of it, ^cl has taken himself away, belbro 3 Foftt«ei ^ 
*come.’ This Gflt/, here playtuff Anti -1 larsch, is the GoJtr'sAo, 
with Wmterfcld, I Schmettau and otheis, was hi that mckwchdy, 
ZiUau niarcl), of the l*rince of Prussia’s, iu 1757: it was by 
wlioin the Iving sent lus finibhing compliment, “You deserve, fill of 
“ you, to be tried by Court-MaiUal, and to loae your heads Goltz 
is mainly concerned willi Fouquet and Silesia, in late times; apd we 
shall hear of him once again. Fouquet did not return to Schradtt- 
seifen; nor was molested again in Landshut this year, though he soon 
had to detach, for the King’s use, ])art of his Laiuhhut fortSe, and 
had other Silesian business which fell to him- 

I^or/tess of I\uz, The poor Foi tress of Peitz was taken again 
do icadcis icmeniber it, “on the day of Zomdorf,” last year? *Tbis 
‘ year, a fortnight after Kuncrsdoif, the same old Half-pay GeUlliainan 

* witli his Five-ancl-foity Invalids have again been set adrift^ “ with the 

* honours of wai,” poor old cicaturcs; lest by possibility they afllicC 

* the dear Russians and our meal-carts up yonder.® I will for^t wbo 

* took Peitz: perhaps Iladdick, of whom we have lately 

‘ much? lie was captor of Berlin in 1757, did the Inroad on SSffiSf 

* that year,—and pioduced Rossbach shortly after. Peilz, if he did 

* Peitr, was ILiddick’s last success in the world. Iladdick haS been 

* most industiious, “ guardir^ the Russian flank,”—^standing between 

* the King and it, duiing that Soltikof march to Miillrose, tO Liebfi'^ 

* rose;—but that once clone, and the King settled at Waldau, Haddiek 

* was ordered to Saxony, against Wunsch and Finck>--"«nd tead^ 

‘ know alicady what he made of these Two in the ** Action W Kor* 
Mnt?, September 21 si,”—and sltall hear soon what befell Hftddick 
‘ himself iu consequence.* 

Colonel llordt is caflured, * It was in that final marching of fJolti’ 

* kof to Licbciose that a distinguished Ex-Swede^ Colonel Hordt, of 

^ the Free Coips llordt^ was taken prisoner# At Trebutsch; hanjfing 
‘ on Soltikof’s riglit flank on that occasion. It was not it 

‘was a swarm of C'ossacks^ who laid Hordt fast; his horse 

‘ gone to the giiths in a bog.'* Honlt, 'Ui Ex-Swede of disfinctiOB)»^ 

* a Royalist Exile, on whose head the Swedes have set a (btd 
‘'gone into “Jhahe’s Plot/’ years since^ plot on behalf^the 

* Swe<lish King, which cost Brahe his lile),‘—Hordt now m,igkt IttW 

* faivd ill, lad not Friedrich been emphatic, “Touch / 

‘ retaliation follows on the instant!” He was car|^^ to ; 

* “lay twenty^-six months and three days^^ in solitary durante dheit 3 
‘ aud we may hear a word from him again. 

edmosi capiHrid» ‘ Prince Henri, in the last d^3ra Of August^ 

^ vVwil/nk 93d: sist August, ® Ibid. 031: 97^ August;^ 

^ A Coiritidc Hordt (b Berliu, 1789), u. 53-58 (not dated or iatdt* 
ligible -4 Toapelhol (^. 935^) clear account, * XreOatKli, 4^* 
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maascSi^sl to Sagan in pcison;* Ziethen along with him; raultifattously 

* manosiivnhg “ to regain commumcatiou wifii the King.” Of course, 

* yfiik no of counter-manopuvnng, of vigilant outposts, cunningly- 

* 3eVi^ de^a^ments and os&iduous small measures on the part of 

* Dautt Who, one day, had detcnmned on a motelbonbiderablc thing; 
•that of cutting-out Ziethen from the Sagan neighbourhood And 

* would have done it, they say,—had not he been too cunctatory Sep 

' * tember ad, Ziethen, who is posted in the little '1 own of Soiau, had 

* very neaily been cut-off In Sorau, westward, Daun waid, of Sagan 

* a short day’s march: there sit Ziethen, conscious of nothing paiticu- 
‘lar,—with Daun secietly marching on him, Dauu m person, from 

* the west, anij two otheis fiom the noith and from the south, who 

* are to be simultaneous on Soriu and Iht Ziethener'j A well laid 
‘ scheme; likely to have finished Ziethen sitisfactorily, who there 

* aware of notlimg* But it all miswcnt Daun, on the road, noticed 

* some faiflmg phenomenon (Prussian paity of hoi sc, or Hit like), which 
^ Conrinced his cautious mind that all was found out, that prolnbly a 
^ %^hole Prussian Army, instead of a Ziethen only, was wilting at 

* Somu; ulpon which Daun turned home again, soiry that he could 

* not turn the other two as well The other two weie stionger than 

* ^Cthen, could they have come upon him by surprise, or have caught 

he got thiougli a certain Pass, oi bit of bad ground, with 

* ibis baggage. But Ziethen, by some accident, or by his own patrols, 

‘ got nouee J loaded his baggage instantly; and was through the Pass, 

* at half through it, and m a condition to give strobe for stioke with 

* iata^est, when his enemies came up Nothing could be done upon 
‘ Ziethen; who maiched on, he and all his properties, safe to Sagan 
•that night,—owing to Daun’s ovci caution, and to Zicthcn’s own 

* activity and luck. 

All this was prior to the loss of Diesden. During the 
crisis of that, when everybody was bestirring himself, Prince 
Hcnn made extraoidinaryexertions: “Much depends on me; 
aft on me!" sighed Hemi. A cautious little man; but fioi in¬ 
capable of risking, in the crisis of a game for life and death. 
Frie 4 rich and he are wedged asunder by that dike of Russians 
an 4 Austrians, which goes from Bober river eastward, post 
ffier pt^^o Hoyerswerda westward, eighty miles along the. 
li?ialts 4 t*.BrRidenbarg Frontier, rooting itself through the Lau- 
aiia; into Bbhemia, and the sources of its meal. Fnediich and 
he ««(Oitht%onimunicate except by spies (‘ the first Jager,' or 
eit^ress ‘from the King, arrived September isth’’^): 
btft both Aw* of one mind; both are on one problem, “ What 
ie with that impassable dike?” — and cooperate 

^ Ttmpellieli^ M. ajr : 3,ih August. ^ Ibid. >33. ^ f btd. 207. 
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sympathetically without communicating. What follows heaira 
date ^^rthe loss of Dresden, but while Henri still knew 
of the siege,—that of the 13th first brought him news 

of the loss. » 

‘ A day or two after Ziethen's adventure, Henri quits Sag$UQ, to 
^ move southward for a stroke nt the Bohemian-LausiU magarines ; a 
‘ stroke, and series of strokes. September 8/^, Ziethcn and (in Pouquet's 
^ absence at Landsliut) Stuttcrheim are pushed forward into the»Zittau 

* Country; first of all upon Friedland,—the Zittau Friedland, for there 

* are Friedlands many ! September t^thy Stutterheim suftimons Plied* 

* land, gets it; gets the bit of magazine there; and neitt day hastens 
‘ on to Zittau. Is refused surrender of Zittau; leams, howev^ir, dnU: 

* the magazine has been mostly set on wheels again, and is a Jlta|^ 

* forward on the road to Bohemia; whitherward Stuttcrheim, quitting 
' Zittau as loo tedious, hastens after it, and next day catches it, ot the 
‘ //;fbumt remains of it. A successful Stutterheim. Nor is Ziethwi 
‘ idle in the mean while; Ziethen 'and others; whom no Deville or 
‘ Austrian Party thinks itself strong enough to meddle with, Prince 
‘ Henri being so near. 

* Here is a pretty tempest in the heart of our Bohemian 
‘ diiit! Continue that, and what becomes of Soltikof and me? 

* is off from Triebel Country to this dangerous scene; indigiumfly 
‘cashiers Deville, “Why did not you attack these Zietheu people? 
‘ Had not you 10,00c, Sir?^’ Cashiers poor Deville for not attackii^; 
‘ — does not himself attack : but carts away the important Gdrfitz 
‘ magazine, to Bautzen, which is the still more important one; rite* 
‘ down on the lid of that (according to wont); shoots-out O^PowUdl 

* (an Irish gentleman, Deville's successor), and takes every precaution. 
‘ Prince Henri, in presence of O'Donnell, coalesces again; walks into 
‘ Gorlilz ; encamps there, on the Landskron and other PleightS (hloys 
‘ Hill one of them, poor Wiuterfeld's Hill 1 ),—and watches a little 
‘ how matters will turn, and whether Daun, severely vigilant from 
‘ Bautzen, seated on the lid of his magazine, will not perhaps rise.' 

P'irst and last. Daun in this business lias tried several 
things ; but there was pretty much always, and 
ally there now is, only one thing that could be q^ectual: 

attack Prince Henri, and abolish him from il^se coun¬ 
tries I—as surely might have been possible, with twie« hi's 
strength at your disposal ? — This, though sotnfcti^^ he 
seemed to be thinking of such a thing, Doha never would 
try; for which the subsequent Facts, and all good Judges, 
were and a,re inexorably severe on Daun. Certain it, i;S, ho 
rashness q^itld have better spilt Daun’s game ghan did this 
extreme eaUtion. 
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Soliikqf and Company again have a Colloquy (Baut* 

2 en, September 15th); after whic^ Everybody starts on 

his special Course of Actiem. 

Soltikof’s disgust at this new movement of Daun’s was 
great and indignant. “ Instead of going at the King, and 
getting some victory for himself, he has gone to Bautzen, and 
sat down on his meal-bags! Meal ? Is it to be a mere 
fighting for meal ? I will march tomorrow for Poland, for 
Preussen, a»d find plenty of meal!” And would have gone, 
they say, had not Mercury, in the shape of Montalembert 
with his most zealous rhetoric, intervened; and prevailed with 
difficulty. “ One hour of personal interview with Excellency 
Paun,” urges Montalembert; “one more!" “No,” answers 
Soltikof.—“Alas, then, send your messenger!” To which last 
expedient Soltikof does assent, and dispatches Romanzof on 
the errand, . 

^^Jl\eptember l^th, at Bautzen, at an early hour, there is 
meeting accordingly; not Romanzof, Soltikof’s messenger, 
alone, but Zweibruck in person, Uaun in person ; and most 
earnest council is held. “A noble Russian gentleman sees 
how my hands are bound,” pleads Daun. “ Will not Excel¬ 
lency Soltikof, who disdains idleness, go himself upon Sile¬ 
sia, upon Glogau for instance, and grant me a few days ?” 
•' No,” answers Romanzof; “ Excellency Soltikof by himself 
will not. Let Austria furnish Siege-Artillery; daily meal I 
need not speak of; 10,000 fresh Auxiliaries beyond those 
we have : on these terms Excellency Soltikof will perhaps 
try it; on lower terms, positively not." “Well then, yes!" 
answers Daun, not without qualms of mind. Daun has a 
horror at weakening himself to that extent; but what can he 
do? “General Campitelli, with the 10,000, let him march 
V then; join with General Lioudon where you please 

to order: Excellency Soltikof shall see that in every point I 
conform.*/®—An important meeting tp us, this at Bautzen; 
find breaks-up the dead-lock into three or more divergent 
coiirses of activity; which it will now behove us to follow, 
wifli the best brevity attainable. ‘Bautzen, Saturday 15th 
.Sfeptcihber* early in the morning,’ that is the date of the im¬ 
portant Colfoquy. And precisely eight-and-forty hours be- 

* Tempelhof» ili, 047-249. 
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fore, ‘on Thursday 13th, about 10 A.M., in the western Envi¬ 
rons of Quebec, there has fallen out an Event, quite otherwise 
important in the History of Mankind ! Of which n^ders 
shall have some notice at a time more convenient.—- 

Romanzof re'^urning with such answer, Soltikof straight¬ 
way gathers himself, September I5th-T6th, and gets on march. 
To Friedrich’s joy; who hopes it may be homeward; waits 
two days at Waldau, for the Yes or No. On the second day, 
alas, it is No: “Going for Silesia, I perceive; thither, by a 
wide sweep northward, which they think will be safer!” Upon 
which Friedrich also rises; follows, with another kind of Speed 
than Soltikof’s; and, by one of his swift clutchings, lays hold 
of Sagan, which he, if Soltikof has not, sees to be a key-point 
in this operation. Easy for Soltikof to have seized this key- 
point, key of the real road to Glogau ; easy for Loudon and 
the new 10,000 to have rendezvoused there ; but nobody has 
thought of doing it. A few Croats were in the place;, who 
could make no debate. 

From Sagan Friedrich and Henri are at length inCER; 
communication; Sagan to the Landskron at Gorlitz is some 
fifty miles of country, now fallen vacant. From Henri, from 
Fouquet (the dangers of Landshut being over), Friedrich is 
getting what reinforcement they can spare (September 2oth- 
24th); will then push forward again, industriously sticking to 
the flanks of Soltikof, thrusting out stumbling-blocks, making 
his march very uncomfortable. 

Strange to say, from Sagan, while waiting two days for 
these reinforcements, there starts suddenly to view, suddenly 
for Friedrich and us, an incipient Negotiation about Peace I 
Actual Proposal that way (or as good as actual, so Voltaire 
thinks it), on the part of Choiseul and France ; but as yrt in 
Voltaire’s name only, by a sure though a backstairs channel, 
of his discovering. Of which, and of the much fortto cor- 
r&pon ding that did actually follow on it, we purpii^to say 
something elsewhere, at a better time. M^nwbile Voit^iie’s 
announcement of it to the King has just coine in, through a 
fair and high Hand: how Friedrich receivestit, what Fried¬ 
rich's inner feeling is, and has been for a fortnight past—• 
Here are some private utterances of his, throwing a straggle 
of lighfon thpse points; «, 
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Four Letters of. Friedrich's (ioth-24th September). 


No. J. / To Pnnee Ferdinand (at Berlin).’ Poor little Ferdinand, 
the King’s Brother, fallen into bad health, hits retired from the Wars, 
and gone to Berlin; much an obj^t of anxiety to fee King, who dili- 
gehUy corresponds with the dear little man,—^gi^g earnest medical 
advices, aiid getting Berlin news in return. 


Waldau, lolh September 1759. 


Since xny last Letter, Dresden has capitulated,—the very day 
i* while WuBSch was beating Maguire at The Barns” (north side of 
Dresden, September 5th, day the capitulation). '‘Wunsch went 
** back to Tofgau, which St. Andre, with 14,000 Reichs-people under 
him, was for retaking; him too Wimsch beat, took all his tents, 
“ kettles, haversacks and utensils, 300 prisoners, six cannon and some 
“ standards- Finck is uniting with Wunsch ; they will march on the 
“ Prince of Zweibriick, and retake Dresden” (hopes always, for a year 
and more, to have Dresden back very soon). “ I trust before long to 
“ get all these people gathered round Dresden, and our own Country 
“ rid of them: that, I take it, will be the end of the Campaign. 

“ Many compliments to the Prince of Wiirtemberg” (wounded at 
Km^sdodf), “and to all our wounded Generals: I hope Seidlitz is 
“ now out .of danger: that bleeding fit (ihidlition de sang) will cure 
>'S.hini of the pramp in his jaw, and of his colics; and as he is in bed, 
U he won’t take cold. I hope the viper-broth will do you infinite good; 
“ be assiduous in patching your constitution, while there is yet some 
“ fine weather left: I dread the winter for you; take a great deal of 
“ care against cold. I have still a couple of cruel months alicad of 
“ me before ending this Campaign. Within that time, there will be, 
“ God knows what upshot”*—This is ‘ September loth:’ the day of 
Captain Kollas’s arrival with his bad ].)rcsflea news; Dauii and Solti- 
kof profoundly quiet for three days more. 


No. 2. ‘ 77 ? the Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha- (at Gotha). Voltaire 
has enclosed his Peace-Proposal to that Serene Lady, always a friend 
of Friedrich’s and his; to whom Friedrich, directly on receipt of it, 
makes answer: 

“ Sagan, aad September 1759. 

“ —I receive on all occasions proofs of your goodness, fco 

which T^m as sensible as a chivalrous man can be. Certainly it is 
“ not through your hands, Madam, that my Correspondence with V.” 
(with VoliLire, if one durst write it in full) “ought to be made to 
“ pa^ I Nevertheless, in present circumstances, I will presume to beg 
that yoii^ would forward, to him the Answer here enclosed, on which 
; .V,X put no Atldress. The difficulty of transmitting Letters has made 
me choose my Brother,” Ferdinand, at Berlin, “to have this con- 
“ veyed to yoflr hand. 

* CEaT’res de FrMirk, .\xvi. 544. * 
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“ If I gave bridle to my feelings, now would be the moment fbr 
** developing them ; but in tliese critical times I judge it better not; 
** and will restrict myself to simple assurances of—F. 

No. 3. * Tt} 1 fW;r, at the D(?lices* (so her Serene Highness will 
address it). Here' is part of the Enclosure to Fri^ricb is all 

for Peace; but keeps on his guard with such an Ambassador, and 
writes in a proud, light, only half-believing style; 

* Sagan, fl-sd September *759. 

* The Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha sends me your Letter. I never 
‘ received your “packet of the a9thcommimications all interrupts 
* here; “ with much trouble T get this passed-on to you, if it is happy 
** enough to pass, 

“ My position is not so desperate as my enemies give out. 1 ex- 
“ pect to finish my Campaign tolerably; my courage is not sunlct~it 
“ appears, however, there is talk of Peace. All I can say of positive 
“ on this article is, That I have honour for ten; and that, whatever 
“ misfortune befall me, I feel myself incapable of doing anything to 
“ wound, the least in the world, this principle,—which is so sensitive 
“ and delicate for one who thinks like a gentleman \pensfm preux 
“ chei^aUer)\ and so little regarded by rascally politicians, who.‘'^SS**k 
like tradesmen. 

“ I know nothing of what you have been telling me about” (your 
backstairs channels, your Due de Choiseul and his humours): **but 
“ for making Peace there are two conditions which I never wfll depart 
“from: To make it conjointly with my faithful Allies’* (Hessen 

and England; I have no other); “ 2". To make it honourable and 
“ glorious. Observe you, 1 have still honour remaining; I will pre- 
“ serve that, at the pj ice of my blood. 

“ If your people want Peace, let them propose nothing to me which 
“ contradicts the delicacy of iny sentiments. I am in the convulsions 
“ of military operations; I do as the gamblers who are in ilMuck, and 
“ obstinately set themselves against Fortune, 1 have forced her to 
“ return to me, moic than once, like a fickle mistress, when fho had 
“ run away. My opponents are such foolish people, In the end I bid 
“ fair to catch some advantage over them: but, happen whatsoever his 
“ Sacred Majesty Chance may please, I don’t disturb myself al>oat it. 
^ Up to this point, I liave a clear con.sciencc in regard misfor- 

“ tunes that have come to me. As to you, the Battle of Minden, that 
“ of Cadiz” (Boscawen ’versiu De la Clue; Toulon Fleet running out, 
and caugiit by the English, as we saw), these tkifigs per&ps, ^*atid 
the losjB of"C.mada, arc arguments capable 6f restoring teaaop to the 
“ French, who had got confosed by the Austrian hellebore. 

“ Thi^ ifi my way of thinking. You do not find me made of rose¬ 
-water: but Hcn'i Quatre, Louis Quator/c, — my present eneinies 
Heven, whom I could cUe” (Maria Theresa, twenty years ago, when 
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jrottr &«}leis 1 e set-out to cut her in Four),-—“ were of no softer temper 
** dther. Had I been born a private man, I would yield everything 
for the love of Peace; but one has to take the tone of one^s position. 
This is all I can tell you at present. three or four weeks the 
“ ways of correspondence will be |;‘eer.— 

No. 4. ‘ To Pnnce Fcrdmand,^ Two days later: has got on foot 
iagain,—end of his first march upon Sollikof again: 

^Baunau, 24th September 1759. 

Thank you for the news you send of the wounded Officers,” 
Wdrtemberg, Seidlitz and the others. You may well suppose that in 
the pass things are at, I am not without cares, inquietudes, anxieties; 
it is the frightfulest crisis I have had in my life. This is the mo- 
meat for dying unless one conquer, Daun and my Brother Henri 
are marching side by side” (not exactly !). It is possible enough 
all these Armies may assemble hereabouts, and that a general Battle 
** may decide our fortune and the Peace, Take care of your health, 
dear fin»ther.~F.”» 

Bfunau is on Silesian ground, as indeed Sagan itself is; at Baunau 
Fti^rich alre^y, just on arriving, has done a fine move on Soltikof, 
Iiai 4 swrprisitigly flung the toll-gate in Soltikof*s face. As we shall see 
byj—and likewise that Prince Henri, who emerges tomorrow 
(September a5th), has not been “ marching side by side with 
Dana,” bttt at a pretty distance from that gentleman !— 

Soltikof is a man of his word; otherwise one suspects he 
already saw his Siege of Glogau to be impossible. Russians 
are not very skilful at the War-minuet: fancy what it will be 
dancing to such a partner! Friedrich, finding they are for Glo¬ 
gau, whisks across the Oder, gets there before them: “No 
Glogau for you!” They stand agape for some time; then think, 
“Well then, Breslau!” Friedrich again whisks across from 
them, farther up, and is again ahead of them when they cross: 
“ No Breslau either!” In effect, it is hopeless ; and we may 
leave the two manoeuvring in those waste parts, astride of Odc]-, 
or on the eastern bank of it, till a fitter opportunity: and at¬ 
tend to. Henri, who is now the article in risk. 




Zwelbriick's report of himself, on that day of the general 
CoUoquyf ivas not in the way of complaint, like that of the 
Itussl^Uis, though there did remain difficulties. “ Dresden glo¬ 
riously ours ; Maguire Governor there, and everything secure; 
tlj^on tny honour. But in the north-west part, those Fincks and 
WunscheS, ^cellenz ?*'—And the actual truth is, Wunsch lias 


(Buvrrt de FridJric, xxui. 60, 61. 


*• Ib. xxvt %45. 
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taken Leipzig, day before yesterday (September 13th), as Daun 
sorrowfully knows, by news come in overnight. And six days 
hence (September 2rst), Finck and Wunsch together will do 
their ' Action of ^orbitz,' and sending Haddick a bad road I 
These things Zweibruck knows only in part; but past experi* 
ence gives him ominous presentiment, as it may well do; and 
he thinks decidedly: " Excellenz, more Austrian troops are in* 
dispensable there ; in fact, your Excellen/’s self, were that pos¬ 
sible ; which one feels it is not, in the presence of these Rus¬ 
sians !” 

Russians and Rcichsfolk, these arc a pair of thumbscrews 
on both thumbs of Daun; screwing the cunctation out of him; 
painfully intimating: “ Get rid of this Prince Henri; you must, 
you must!” And, in the course of the next eight days Daun 
has actually girt himself to this great enterprise. Goaded on, 
I could guess, by the 'Action of Korbitz’ (done on Friday, 
thirty hours ago); the news of which, and that Haddick, instead 
of extinguishing Finck, is retreating from him upon Dresden, 
—what a piece of news ! thinks Daun: “ You, Zweibriick^s^Itd- 
dick, Maguire and Company, you are 36,000 in Saxony; Finck 
has not 12,000 in the field: How is this ?”—and indignantly 
dismisses Haddick altogether: “ Go, Sir, and attend to your 
health News poignantly astonishing to Daun, as would 
seem;—like an oxgoad in the lazy rear of Daun. Certain it is, 
Daun had marched out to Gcirlilz in collected form; and, ou 
Saturday afternoon, September Z2d, is personally on the Heights 
(not Moys Hill, I should judge, but other points of vision), 
taking earnest survey of Prince Henri’s position on the Lands- 
kron there. “Tomorrow morning we attack that Camp,” 
thinks Daun; "storm Prince Henri and it: be rid of him, at 
any price i 

“Tomorrow morning," yes:—but this afternoon, and ear¬ 
lier, Prince Henri has formed a great resolution, his plans all 
laid, everything in readiness ; and it is not here ‘''Ivill find 
Prince Henri tomorrow. This is his famous March'of Fifty 
Hours, this that we are now come to; which desciv^es all out' 
attention,—and all Daun’s much more! Prince Henri was 
habitually a man cautious in War; not aggressive, like his 
Brotliei', but defensive, frugal of risks, and averse to the lion- 

'I'Vnijidlinf, III. '•<> 1 . 

lb. ill. sj-aio (loi the IJaiJi now ui.uiti^). ui. jso-aj)., 2'4i.a47 (lor Uenii’ft 
antenor moVements). 
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Springs usual with some people ; though capable of them, too, 
in the hour of need. Military men arc full of wonder at the 
bold scheme he now fell upon; and at his style of e\ecuting it. 
Hardly was Daun gone home to his meciitalions on the storm 
of the Landskron tomorrow, ancPtattoo beaten tn Prince Henri’s 
Camp there, when, at 8 that Saturday evening, issuing softly, 
with a minimum of noise, in the proper marching columns, 
baggage-columns, Henri altogether quitted this Camp; and 
vanished like a dream. Into the Night; men and goods, every 
item:—who shall say whitherward ? Leaving only a few light 
people to ke^p-up the watchfires and sentry-cries, for behoof 
of Daun 1 Let readers here, who are in the secret, watch him 
a little from afar. 

Straight northward goes Prince Ilcnri, down Neissc Valley, 
20 miles or so, to Rothenburg ;* in columns several-fold, with 
much delicate arranging, which was punctually followed; and 
in the course of tomorrow Prince Henri is bivouacked, for a 
short rest of three hours,—hidden in unknown space, 20 miles 
frqrqjpaun, when Daun comes marching up to storm him on 
the Landskron 1 Gone veritably; but whitherward Daun can¬ 
not form the least guess. Daun can only keep his men under 
arms there, all day; while his scouts gallop far and wide,— 
bringing-in this false guess and the other; and at length re¬ 
turning with the eminently false one, misled by some of Henri’s 
baggage-columns, which have to go many routes, That the 
Prince is on march for Glogau:—“ Gone north-east; that way 
went his wagons ; these we saw with our eyes." “ North-east ? 
Yes, to Glogau possibly enough,” thinks Daun: “Or may not 
he, cunning as he is and full of feints, intend a stroke on Baut¬ 
zen, in my absence ?’’—and hastens thither again, and sits-down 
on the magazine-lid, glad to find nothing wrong there. 

This is all that Daun hears of Henri for the next four days. 
Plenty^ bad news from Saxony in these four days: theFinck- 
HaddieWA^ion of Korbitz, a dismal certainty before one started,# 
•—and Haddick on his road to some Watering Place by this 
time I Bu^no trace of Henri farther; since that of the wagons 
wending north-east. " Gone to Glogau, to his Brother: no use 
in pushing him, or trying to molest him there 1 ” thinks Daun; 
and waits, in stagnant humour, chewing the cud of bitter 
enough thoughts, till confirmation of that guess arrive►•as it 
never will in fhis world 1 Read an important Note; ^ 

VOL. Vin. • Map, at end of Volume. ^ 
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* To northward of Bautzen forty miles, and to westward forty miles, 

^ the country is all Dami’s; only towards Glogau, with the Rushans 

* and Friedrich thereabouts, does it become disputable, or offer Prince 
‘ Henri any chance. Z^evertheless it is not to Glogau, it is feir the 
‘ reverse, that thc^nmble Henri hCs gone. Resting himself at Rothen- 
‘ burg ‘‘three hofirs” (speed is of all things the vitalest), Prince Henri 
‘ starts again, Sunday afternoon, straight westward this time. Marches, 

‘ W'ith his best swiftness, with his best arrangements, through many 

* sleeping Villages, to Klitten, not a wakeful one: a march Of tS miks 
‘from Rothenburg;—direct for the Saxon side of things, instead of 
‘ the Silesian, as Daiin had made .sure. 

‘ At IClittcn, Jloudav morning, bivouack again, fog a few 
‘ —“has no Camp, only waits three hours,” is Archenholtz^s phtnse; 
‘ but I suppose tlH‘ meaning is, Waits till the several Colnmas, by 
‘ their calculated routes, have all got together; and till the latest in 
‘ arriving has had “ thiec hours” of rest,—tine earliest having perhaps 
‘ gone on march again, in the interim? There are ao miles farther, 
‘ still slraiglit west, to IToyerswerda, Avhere the outmost Attstrian Di- 
‘ vision is: “ Forward towards that; let us astonish General Wehla 
‘ and his 3,000, and our March is over !” All this Iqo Prince Henri 
‘ manages; never anything more consummate, more astonistog to 

* Wehla and his Master. 

‘Wchlu and Jhcntano, readers perhaps remember them busy, from 
‘ the Viina side, at the Inle Siege of J>resden. Siege gloriously done, 
‘ Wehla was oidcied to IIoy(TswPKla, on the north-we&t frontier; Bren- 
‘ tano to a different jmiut in that neighbourhood; where Brentano 

* escapcil ruin, and shall not be mentioned; but Wehla suddenly found 
‘ it, and will requiie a word. Wchln, of all people on the War 4 heatrc, 
‘ had Ijccn the least c\pecting disturbance. He is on th^ remotest 

* western flank; to w estward of him nothing but Torgau and the Finck- 
‘ Wunsch ])cople, from wdioni is small likelihood of danger: from the 
‘ eastern what danger can there be ? A Letter of Daiin’s, some days ago, 
‘ had ex])rc.ssly informed him that, to ali appearance, there was none« 

‘ And now suddenly, on the Tuesday morning, What is this? 
‘ }*nuvinns leporlul to be visible m llie Woods ! “IrapossiWe !” ans- 

* weied Wehla; —did get icady^ however, what he could; Croat R^i- 
‘ ineiUs, ])icces of Artillery behind the Lister River and on good points; 
‘ laljouring more nncl more diligently, as the news provgl J»'uc. But 
‘ all liLs dforts were to no ]>ur|>ose. General T.entulus £\m his PrUtfi- 
‘ sinus (ihe mute Swiss Lentulus, whom wc sometimes mect)/whO' has 
‘ tiie Vanguard this day, comes streaming out of the woods across the 
‘ obstacles; cannonades Wehla both in front and rear; entirely swal- 
‘ lows Wsfil.i and Corj)5i; 600 killed; the General himself, with 
‘Field-Officers, and <TMtbaUeni« and privates 1,785, falling prispners 
‘ to ms; and the remainder scattered on the winds, galloping eaclt his 

* ow'n road towaiis covert and a new form of life. Wehla is eaten, iff 
‘this maimer, Tuesday September asth;—metaphorically speakingi 
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* the March of Fifty Hours ends in a comfortable m<i?fold meal (mili- 
‘ tary-cannibal, as well as of common culinary meat), and in well- 
‘ deserved rest.’*^ 


The turning-point of the C^paign il rei^oned to be this 
March of Henri’s ; one of the most extraordinary on record. 
Prince Henri had a very fast March tnia these Silesian-Lausitz 
Cpuntries, early in July, and another very fast, from Bautzen, 
to intersect with Schmdttseifen, in the end of July: but these 
were as nothing compared with the present. Tempelhof, the 
excellent solid man,—but who puts all things, big and little, 
on the same*level of detail, and has unparalleled methods of 
arranging (what he reckons to be “ arranging”), and no vestige 
of ihdex,—is distressingly obscure on this grand Incident; but 
at length, on compulsion, docs yield clear account.^® In Arch- 
enholtz it is not daie^^ at all; who merely says as follows: 

Most extraordinary march ever made ; went through 50 miles 
" of Country wholly in the Enemy’s possession ; lasted 56 
’* hours, in which long period there was no Camp pitched, and 
•« c>*J||twice a rest of three hours allowed the troops. During 
** the other 50 hours the march, day and night, continually pro- 
seeded. Ended {na date) in surprise of (General Wehla at 
“ Hoyerswerda, cutting-up 600 of his soldiers, and taking 1,800 
“ prisoners. Kalkrcuth, since so famous,” in the Anti-Napoleon 
Wars, “was the Prince’s Adjutant.”'" 

This is probably Prince Henri’s cleverest feat,—though he 
did a great many of clever; and his Brother used to say, glanc¬ 
ing towards him, “ There is but one of us that never committed 
a mistake.” A highly ingenious dextrous little man in affairs 
of War, sharp as needles, vehement but cautious; though of 
abstruse temper, thin-skinned, capricious, and giving his Bro¬ 
ther a great deal of trouble with his jealousies and shrewish 
Whims. By this last consummate little operation he has aston¬ 
ished D|un as much as anybody ever did; shorn his elaborate 
tissue of\> j5|ctations into ruin and collapse at one stroke; and* 
in effect, as turns out, wrecked his campaign for this Year. 

Daun %ids there is now no hope of Saxony, unless he him¬ 
self at once proceed thither. At once thither;—and leave Glo- 
gau and the Russians to their luck,—which in such case, what 
is it like to be ? Probably, to Daun’s own view, ominous 
enough; tnjt m has no alternative. To this pass haS the 

'* TempeiHoC Ui, ass, * 5^1 Seyfarth, Beylagtn; &c. *i Seyfartji, ii. 545. 

K TeApeUMf, liL 253-258. n Arehenholu, i. 420. 
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March of Fifty Hours brought us. There is such a thiog as 
being too cunctatory, is not there, your Excellency? Every 
mortal, and more especially every Feldmarschall, ought to 
strike the ironflyhile it is ho^j The remainder of this Cam¬ 
paign, we will hope, can be made intelligible in a more sum¬ 
mary manner. 

Friedrich manages (September 24th—October 24th) to get the 
Fussians sent JJo me; and Jlmselffalls lamed with Gout, 

Friedrich’s manoeuvres against Soltikof,—-erery reader is 
prepared to hear that Soltikof was rendered futile by them j 
and none but military readers could take delight in the details. 
Two beautiful short-cuts he made upon Soltikof; pulled him 
up both times in mid career, as with hard chcck-bit. The first 
time was at Zdbelwitz: September 24th, Friedrich cut across 
from Sagan, which is string to bow of the Russian march; 
posted himself on the Heights of Zdbelwitz, of Baunau, Milkau 
(at Baunau Friedrich will write a letter this night, if ^gyders 
bethink themselves; Milkau is a place he may remember for 
rain-deluges, in the First Silesian War^®): “Let the Russians, 
if they now dare, try the Pass of Ncustadtel here 1 " A fortu¬ 
nate hour, when he got upon this ground. Quartenftaster- 
Gcneral Stoffel, our old Ciistrin acquaintance, is found mark¬ 
ing-out a Camp with a view to that Pass of Neusthdtel is 
greatly astonished to find the Prussian Army emerge on him 
there ; and at once vanishes, with his Hussar-Cossack retinues. 
‘ September 24th,’ it is while Ptmee Henri was on the last 
moiety of his March of Fifty Hours. This severe twitch fiung 
Soltikof quite out from Glogau,—was like to fling him home 
altogether, had it not been for Montalembert’s eloquence;— 
did fling him across the Oder. Where, again thanks to Mon- 
talcmbcrt, he was circling on with an eye to Bresku, when 
* Friedrich, by the diameter, suddenly laid bridge^ffWossed at 
Koben, and again brought Soltikof to halt, as by turnpike sud¬ 
denly shut: “ Must pay first; must beat us first 

'I'hcsc things had raised Friedrich's spii^its not a little. Get¬ 
ting on ihe Heights of Zhbolwitz, he was heard to exclaim, 
“This is a,lucky day; worth more to me than a battle with 
victory.’’-^® Astonishing how he blazed-out again, quite into his 

w SitpffC*, i> j’o7 : Vo. vt 4 . iv p. 135. Tcnipclhof, iu. 393: Relzow, ii. 163, 
Rcuow, n, 
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old pride and effulgence, after this, says Retzow. Had been 
$0 meek, so humbled, and even condescended to ask advice or 
opinion from some about him. Especially “ from two Cap¬ 
tains,” says the Opposition Retaow, whose hc§ds were nearly 
turned by this sunburst from on high. Captaifi Marciuart and 
another,—I believe, he did employ them about Routes and 
marking of Camps, which Retzow calls consulting : a King 
fallen tragically scarce of persons to consult; all his Winter- 
felds, Schwerins, Keiths and Council of Peers now vanished, 
and nothing but some intelligent-looking Captain Marquart, or 
the like, to consult:—of which Retzow, in his splenetic Oppo¬ 
sition humour, does not see the tragedy, but rather the comedy; 
how the poor Captains found their favour to be temporary, con¬ 
ditional, and had to collapse again. One of them wrote an 
*£ssay on the Coup-d'ail MiliUxire,' over which Retzow pre¬ 
tends to weep. This was Friedrich’s marginal Note upon the 
Ms., when submitted to his gracious perusal: “You (Er) will 
“ do better to acquire the Art of marking Camps than to write 
“ ufMl the Military Stroke of Eye.” Beautifully written too, 
says Retzow; but what, in the cye.s of this King, is beautiful 
writing, to knowing your business well ? No friend he to writ¬ 
ing, unless you have got something really special, and urgent 
to be written. 

Friedrich crossed the Oder twice. Took Soltikof on both 
sides of the Oder, cut him out of this fond expectation, then of 
that; led him, we perceive, a bad life. Latterly the scene was 
on the right bank; Sophienthal, Kbben, Herrnstadt and other 
poor places,—on that big eastern elbow, where Oder takes his 
final bend, or farewell of Poland. Ground, naturally, of some 
interest to Friedrich: ground to us unknown; but known to 
Friedrich as the ground where Karl XII. gave Schulcnhurg 
his beating,which produced the ‘ beautiful retreat’ of Schu- 
lenburglL jjThe old Feldmarschall Schulenburg whom we used, 
to hear m TOce,—whose Nephew, a pipeclayed little gentleman, 
was wdl known to Friedrich and us. 

For thf rest, 1 do not think he feels this outmanoeuvring of 
the Russians very hard work. Already, from Zdbelwitz Country, 
a^th September, day of Henri at Hoyerswerda, Friedridi had 
written to Fouquet: “With 2 t,ooo your beaten and maltreated 

^Near OuHHfii* (while chasing August the Strong and him out of Poland', 

* jalh October 1704:* vague account of it, dateless, auU as good as placeWbs, in Vob 
DoHUt liv. hi.}, (Jii(V>cs, xxx, 142-5. 
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" Servant has hindered an Army of 50,000 from stacking hi«li, 
and compelled them to retire on Neusatz 1" Evidently tnuth 
risen in hope; and ^Henri’s fine news not yet cotlte to 
By degrees, S(^ltikof, render(Ki futile, got very angry; espe¬ 
cially when Dawn had to go for Saxony. " Meal was becoming 
impossible, at any rate," whimpers Daun: “ Oh ExcHlencyi 
do but consider, with the nobleness natural to you 1 Our Cot^ 
will cheerfully furnish money, instead of med."—-** Mopey f 
My people cannot eat money!” growled Soltikof, getting 
and more angry; threatening daily to march for PtKSien and hh( 
own meal-stores. What a time of it has Montalembeit, has the 
melancholy Loudon, with temper so hot! 

At Sophienthal, October loth, Friedrich falls ill ofgoul; 
—absolutely lamed; for three weeks cannot stir from his rpOipl. 
Happily the outer problem is becoming easier and easi^fJ 
almost bringing its own solution. At Sophienthal the lame 
Friedrich takes to writing about Charles XII. and hie Military 
Character ,—not a very illuminative Piece, on thh first perusalt 
but I intend to read it again —which at least helps to 
pass the time. Soltikof, more and more straitened, mtal 
running low, gets angrier and angrier. His treatment of the 
Country, Montalembert rather encouraging, is described as 
‘horrible.’ One day he takes the whim, whim or little more, 
of seizing Herrnstadt; a small Town, between the TwO AWPi*^ 
where the Prussians have a Free-Battalion. The Prussian Bat¬ 
talion resists; drives Soltikof’s people back. “ Never mind," 
think they: “ a place of no importance to us; and Excellent^ 
Soltikof has ridden elsewhither." By ill-luck, in the afte*'- 
noon. Excellency Soltikof happened to mention the place again. 
Hearing that the Prussians still have it, Soltikof mounts into a 
rage; summons the place, with answer still No; thereupon 
orders instant bombardment of it, fiery storms of grenadoesfor 
it; and has the satisfaction ofutterly burning poor H^/nstadti 
'the Prussian Free-Corps still continuing obstinafft. It was ' 
Soltikof’s last act in those parts, and betokens a sulphurous 
state of humour. * 

Next morning (October 24th), he took the-road Fosdp, 
and marched bodily home.^s Home verily, in spite of llont*- 
alembert and all men. *' And for me, what orders has Bxcel- 

•• **r Uf iabns militaires *t surle caractirt 4t Ckfirki JtJtfi C&»WMr# 

it PridMi, viL 

n Temi^Ibof, lii, 399, 391-300 (gener;^! account, abundantly nunutt). 
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^cy ?’* Loudon had anxiously inquired, on the eve of that 
ejvent. " None whatever!” answered Excellency: “ Do your 
own pleasure; go whithersoever seems good to you.” And 
t^odon had to take a wide sweep round*, by Kalish, through 
the western parts of Poland; and get homejto the Troppau- 
Teschen Country as he best could. 

By Kalish, by Czenstochow, Cracow, poor Loudon had to 
go; a dismal march of 300 miles or more,—waited-on latterly 
by Fouquet, with Werner, Goltz and others, on the Silesian 
Border; tyhom Friedrich had ordered thither for such end. 
'^hom Loudon skilfully avoided to fight; having already, by 
desertion and by hardships, lost half his men on the road. 
Clad enough to get home and under roof, with his 20,000 


gone to JO,000; and to make bargain with Fouquet: “Truce, 
then, through Winter; neither of us to meddle with the other, 
unless after a fortnight’s warning givcn.”^* November \st, a 
Month before this, the King, earned on a litter by his soldiers, 
had quitted •Sophienthal; and, crossing the River by Koben, 
got tji^Glopau.*^ The greater part of his force, 13,000 under 
Hiilsen, he bad immediately sent on for Saxony; he himself 
intending to wait recovery in Glogau, with this Silesian wing 
of the bu$ioess happily brought to finis for the present. 

On the Saxon side, too, affairs are in such a course that 


the Ring can be patient at Glogau till he get well. Everything 
is prosperous in Saxony since that March on Hoyerswerda; 
Henri, with his Fincks and Wunsches, beautifully posted m 
the iMeissen-Torgau region; no dislodging of him, let Daun, 
with his big mass of forces, try as he may. Daun, through 
the* month of October, is in various Camps, in Schilda last of 
all: Henri successively m two ; in Strehla for some ten days ; 
then in Torgau for about three weeks, carefully intrenched,26 
-—where traces of him will turn-up (not too oppoitimely) next 
year, ^aun, from whatever Camp, goes labouring on this 
aide and ^ that; on every side the deft Henri is as sharp a* 
hppdles; nothing to be made of him by the cunning movements 
find cwftiVances of Daun. Very fine manoeuvring it was, 
efpenially on Henri’s part; a charm to the soldier mind;— 
given minutely in 'I*'empelhof, and capable of being followed 
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(if you have Maps and Patience) into the last details. In¬ 
structive really to the soldier;—but must be, almost all, 
omitted here. One beautiful slap to Duke d’Ahremberg (a 
poor old friendj. of baun’s a^d ours) we will remember t 
"Action of Pretech” they call it; defeat, almost capture of 
poor D'Ahremberg; who had been sent to dislodge the Prince, 
by threatening his supplies, and had wheeled, accordingly, 
eastward, wide away; but, to his astonishment, found, after a 
march or two, Three select Prussian Corps emerging on him, 
by front, by rear, by flank, with Horse-artillery (quasi-miracu* 
lous) bursting-out on hilltops, too,—and, in shoi^, nothing for 
it but to retreat, or indeed to run, in a considerably ruinous 
style : poor D’Ahremberg On the whole, Daun is reduced 
to a panting condition ; and knows not what to do. His plans 
were intrinsically bad, says Tempelhof; without beating Henri 
in battle, which he cannot bring himself to attempt, he, in all 
probability, will, were it only for difficulties of the commis¬ 
sariat kind, have to fail-back Dresden-ward, aAd altogether 
take himself away .28 

After this sad slap at Prctsch, Daun paused for considera¬ 
tion ; took to palisading himself to an extraordinary degree, 
slashing the Schilda Forests almost into ruin for this end; 
and otherwise sat absolutely quiet. Little to be done but take 
care of oneself. Daun knows withal of Hulsen’s impending 
advent with the Silesian 13,000 ;—November ad, Hflleen is 
actually at Muskau, and his 13,000 magnified by rumour to 
20,000. Hearing of which, Daun takes the road (November 
4th); quits his gloriously palisaded Camp of Schilda ; feels 
that retreat on Dresden, or even home to Bohemia altogether, 
is the one course left. 

And now, the important Bautzen Colloquy of Saturday 
September i $th having here brought its three or more bourses 
hi Activity to a pause,—we will glance at the fajfitrore im¬ 
portant Thursday 13/^, other side the Ocean : 

Alm>c Quebec, Night op September In profound-sflaice, Ott 

the stream of the St. Lawrence far away, a notable adventure Is going 
on. Wolfe, from two points well above Quebec {"As a last shift, we 
will try that way”), with about 5,000 men, is silently descending in 

Seyfhrth iL 634-637), ‘Hoflerickt van deram va Octeiert<jS<) bejt 

Afeura' (chiefly 6^ hretsch) *vorge/allenen Action;' ib. ii. S43n. 

Toapalhof, liL 287-889. 
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boats ; with purpose to climb the Heights somewhere on this side the 
City, and be in upon it, if Fate will. An enterprise of almost sublime 
haturc; very great, if it can succeed. The cliffs all beset to his left 
hand, Montcahn in person guarding Quebec Vith bis main strength. 

Wolfe silently descends; mintf made up; th^ghts hushed quiet 
into one great thought; in the ripple of the perpetual waters, under 
the grim cliffs and the eternal stars. Conversing with his people, he 
wxa heard to recite some passages of Gray’s FJegy^ lately come out to 
those parts; of which, says an car-witness, he expressed his admiration 
to an enthusiastic degree: Ah, these arc tones of the Eternal Melo¬ 
dics, are not they? A man might thank Heaven had he such a gift; 
almo^ as we giight for succeeding here, Gentlemen Next morning 
(Thursday 13th September 1759), Wolfe, with his 5,000, is found to 
have scrambled-up by some woody Neck in the heights, which was not 
quite precipitous; has trailed one cannon with him, the seamen busy 
bringing up another; and by 10 of the clock stands ranked (really some¬ 
what in the Friedrich way, though on a small scale); ready at all points 
for Montcalm, but refusing to be over-ready. 

Montcafm, on first hearing of him, had made haste : ** Oui, je les 
vois eh Us ne ^ivent pas fire ; je vais les Jeraser (to smash them) !'* said 
he, by way of keeping his people in heart. And marches up, ])eauti- 
fully'^kilful, neglecting none of his advantages. Has numerous Cana¬ 
dian sharpshooters, preliminary Indians in the bushes, with a provoking 
fire: “ Steady I” orders Wolfe; “from you not one shot till they arc 
within thirty yards. ” And Montcalm, volleying and advancing, can 
get no response, more than from Druidic stones; till al thirty yards 
the stones become vocal,—and continue so at a dreadful rate; and, in 
a space of seventeen minutes, have blown Montcalm’s regulars, and the 
gallant Montcalm himself, and their second in command, and their 
third, into ruin and destruction. In about seven minutes more the 
agemy was done; 'Ei^lish falling-on with the bayonet, Highlanders 
with the daymore;’ fierce pursuit, rout total:—and Quebec and Canada 
is good as finished. The thing is yet well known to every English¬ 
man;*^ and how Wolfe himself died in it, his beautiful death. 

Truly a bit of right soldierhood, this Wolfe. Manages his small 
resources in a consummate manner; invents, contrives, attempts and 
re-attempts, irrepressible by difficulty or discouragement. How could 
a FriedH:li^imself have managed this Quebec in a more artistic wayj 

^ Frofes^^Rohison, then a Naval junior, in the boat along with Wolfe, after¬ 
wards a well-known Professor of Natural Philosophy at Edinburgh, was often heard, 
hy persons whom X have heard again, to repeat tms Anecdote. See Playfair, 
e^pAica-lAc^unl <ifPr{ftssor Robison ^—in Transactions of Royal Society of Kdin- 
495 et seq. 

w notary detaib of it .seem to be very ill known (witness Colonel Beatson’s 

rather careiUl l^mphlet, TAc Plaitts cfAbra/ianTf written quite lately, 
we MBHS soon to cite &rther); and they would m ell deserve describii^ in the 
or even in the —could an English 01§cei, on 

the JQpot as this Coionel was, be found to do itl—Details are in Beatson (quite 
ptptr'Be^tsoU), J^avalnnd Mflitaty f/tsloryt ii. 300-108: in GeMt(emaft*s Maga- 
msseias 1759, the Despatches and particulars: see also walpole, Ccorge^the Second^ 
ifi. as7-fi8s< 
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The small Battle itself, 5,000 to a side, and such odd;s of S^vag^fi^ 
Canadians, reminds 70U of one of Friedrich’s; wise arran^^etni^ 
exact foresight, preparation corresponding; caution with audacjtyj in¬ 
flexible discipline, silent /ill its time come, and then blaring^QOt as yfe 
see. Tbt ptetties^ soldiering I heard of amot^ the English 
several generationsi Amherst, Commander-in-chief, i$ diligenuy nooal'- 
ittg, and tying-up, the French military settlements, Niagara, Ticoi^tkr- 
ago; Canada all round : but this is the heart or windpipe of it; keep 
this hrm, and, in the circumstances, Canada is yours. 

Colonel Beatson, in his recent Pamphlet, 7^ Plaim 0/ A6r&lhmf 
—which, especially on the military side, is distressingly ignorant and 
shallow, though fwf intentionally incorrect anywhere,*^J[ives ETtraoU 
from a Letter of Montcalm’s (‘Quebec, z4th August 1759*)* wjfiich is 
highly worth reading, had we room* It predicts to a hairsbreadtht dot 
only the way ‘ M. Wolfe, if he understands his trade, will take to beat 
and ruin me if we meet in fight;’ but also,—with a sagacity singtrii^ 
to look at, in the years i775-7» and perhaps still more in the ynars 
1860-3,—consequences to those unruly Engliitoj Ck)lo* 
nial and othei. “ If he beat me liere, France has lost America utterly, 
thinks Montcalm: “Yes;—and one’s only consolation la tep yi^ 
farther, America will be in revolt against England!” Monlcaitn’^ltyle 
of writing is not exemplary; but Ins power of faithful observation, pis 
sagacity, and talent of prophecy are so considerable, we are tempted 
to give the ipstssima verba of his long Letter in regard to those two 
points,—the rather as it seems to have fallen much out of sigh^ in oUr 
day; 

Montcalm to a Cousin in Franc$^ 

** Camp bdTorc Quebec, a4tli August t7S9« 

“ Monsieur et cher Cousin^ —Here I am, for more than threo «Kai$h» 
“ past, at handgrips with M, Wolfe; who ceases not day or to kosb* 
** bald Quebec, with a fury which is almost unexampled in the Siege 
“ of a Place one intends to retain after taking it.” . , . ' Will never 
‘ take it in that w<ay, however, by attacking from the River 0*' south 

* shore; only ruins us, but docs not enrich himself. Not an iimh tub&ret 

* his object than he was three months ago; and in ode month more 

' the equinoctial storms will blow his Fleet and him away*—Quebec, 
‘ then, and the preservation of the Colony, you think, must^bcl^ good 
‘‘as s^e? “Alas, the fact is far otherwise. The capture *ofQujd>ec 
“ depends on what we call a stroke-of 4 wmd”—(But let us tak^ to thj? 
Original now, for Prediction First): n ^ 

“ La prise de Quebec dipend i^un amp ih mmH% Zes siiffit 

“ fnattres de la. riviere: Us n^oni quid effecimer $me 4kscmt$ la 
“ ab eetU ViUe^ sans forUficoMons et sans difense^ est situie. Les voSA 
“ en Statdl me prh€ntei{la bataille; ijpte je ne pourreds plus et 

*♦ gue^ mievyais ^sts ^ajner. M, JVol/e^ en effete s*ii pd^ndinon rndtitTf 
« H^a gad^esSuyer lepremier feu^ venir ensuite k grands pas sur mod 



HJ^RrS MARCH OF FIFTY HOURS. 2^9 

Oflt^th }¥ov. 1^9. 

“ f* UTf^^^/mrei^bmtpQrfanisadfcharge: mes Canadtens^ sans discipline^ 
i* sfsutds h fa vdx du tambour 4b des instrumens militmres, d^rangis par 
^ 4 d(t 4 csc^irret ne saurant plus reprendre lenrs rangs, Ils sent d^ailleurs 
sans hdone^ pour rJpondre i celles de Venmemi: il ne ieur rests qu'h 
me voiih battu sans res^urceJ^ (This is a curionMy exact 
1) won't survive, however; defeat Hfere, in this stage of 

* our ufikirs, means loss of America altogether: '^ilcstdes sttnafions 
oh U ns res^plus h un Ginfral que de pirir avec honneur *^^—“ Ales 

** SSHtimens sont frangaisy et tis le seront jusque dans le tomheaUy si dans 
** If tombeme on iui encore quelque chose, 

*^yeme consolerai du mains de ma difaitCy etdela petiedela Colonies 
“jiter rintimepersuasion oh je suid'* (Prediction Second, which is still 
lOOre carious;^ que cette difaite vaudra, mi jouTy h ma Prairie plus 
** 0 $Puni tdciaire: et que k vainqueur, en s^agrandissant, trouvera nn 
** tombeem dans son agrandissement mime, 

Cf que j^avanre iciy mon cher Cousiny vousparaftra un paradoxe: 
** mds UM moment de reflexion politiqut\ un coup d*ail sur la siinaiion 
des ehosfs en Amiriquty et la veriti dc mon opinion bnllcra dans font 
^ son jour^ * Nobody will obey, unless necessity compel him: roiih 

* let kommess^gine of any kind a nuisance to them; and of all men in 
^ fl»e world les Anglais are the most impatient of obeying anybody. 

ce sont-lh les Anglais de VEuropCy dest em ore plus Ics Anglais 
** d^AmPrique, Une grande partie de ces Colons sont les enfans de ces 
hommes qm s'expatrih-ent dans ces temps de trouble oh Pancienne Angk- 
terfft en proie aux divtsionsy ctait aitaquie dans se^ prizu/eges, et droits; 
ft ailirent ehercher en Amhique une ierre oh ils phssent znzre et mourir 
Hpres ft presque indipendants:—et ces enfans iPont pas dlginiri des 
“ SfnHmens ri^blicmns de leurspbres, D'autres sont dcs hommes ennemis 
** de tout JMny de tout assujitissementy que le gouvernemenf y a trans- 
** por^ j^r leurs crimes, D^autresy enfiny sont un ramas de diffirentes 
** KOtkiHS de PMurope, qui tiennent trispeu h Pancienne Angkteri'e par 
** If eamt' tt le sentiment; tousy en giniraiy ne ce soucunt guires du Hot 
ni du Parkment d^Ang/etema 

Us oonnais bieuy—non sur des rapports ifrangerSy mais sur des 
** epitrespoUdances et des informations seertksy quefai moi-mhne inenagies ; 
** ft dontp un Jour, si Dieu me pi‘ite zde, je pourrai Jaire usage h Pavant- 
4 ge de ma Patrie, Pour sureroH de bonheur pour eu r, tons ces Colons 
mti^^at^enueSy dans un Hat irh-florissant; ils sont nombreux fp 
fde^i^ils recudUent dans le sein deleur patrie toutes ks nicessitis de 
tde* Vannenne Angkterte a Hi assets sottCy et assez dupCy pour kur 
V Itdffft iti^if' chess eux les arts, ks mitierSy les manufactures:—dest h 
tdfile ieur a ledssi bri^ la ekaine de besoins qui ks liaity qui 
h etity et qui ks fmt dipendants, Aussi toutes ces Colonies 
i 4 ^tgiditeta$irmfnt~elks depuis hngtemps seccui k joug, ehaque province 
** emrfipfOfpU uuf petite ripublique indipendante, si la erainie^de voir 
US leUr porte n^auait iti un frein qui ks avail retenu, 

Haitiru pour matirfs, ils antpriftri leurs compatriotes ausakrangers: 
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“ frenant cepmdantpour maximc de n^obiir que le fnotns quHIspourraieuL 
“ Mats que le Canada vtnth Hreconquisy etquehs Canadhnsett^ Colons 
“ ne fussentplusqtdune seulpeteplcy — etlaprcmlb^coccasion ottPandennC 
“ Angleierre semblerait toucher <) leurs inUrttSy croyez-vousy mon eher 
Cousiuy que ces (Fdons obaroniEt qti'auraientdls h craiudrc on iC 
** rh'oliant ^ Jc sui^ si sHr de que f^ctisy que je ne donnercds 
fas dix ans afrh la coyiqitHe da Canada pour en voir Paccom^isse- 
mvnt. 


Voilh cc qui\ comme Franqaisy me console aufourd^hui du dan^ 
imviinenty que court ma PairiCy de 7>oir cctte Colome perdue pour 
‘‘ elleP^^ 


Montcalm had been in the Belleisle Retteai from Rtag 
(December 1742) ; in the terrible Exilles Business (July 
1747), where the Chevalier de Belleisle and 4 or 5^000 lost 
their lives in about an hour. Captain Cook was at Quebec^ 
Master in the Royal Navy ; ‘ sounding the River, and putting 
down buoys/ Bougainville, another famous Navigator, was 
Aidc-de-Camp of Montcalm. There have been far-^sounding 
Epics built together on less basis than lies ready’nere, in this 
Capture of Quebec ;—which itself, as the Decision that<lbne* 
rica is to be English and not French, is surely an Epoch in 
World-History! Montcalm was 48 w'hcn he perished; Wolfe 
33. Montcalm’s skull is in the Ursulines Convent at Quebec, 
—shown to the idly curious to this day.^^ 

It was on October 17th,—while Friedrich lay at Sophien- 
thal, lamed of gout, and Soltikof had privately fixed for home 


3* In Befitson, Lieuten.int-Colonp 1 K.E.. The Plains of Abraham; Notes original 
ami selected (Oibrallaj, (nirrison Library Pi'»ss, 1858), pp, 38 ct seq.: Kxtract frofll 
* Lett res cie M. le Marquis dc Montcalm d MM, De lierryvr ei De la Moll^t 1757 - 
759 (L®ndic% 'tjjjV -which is not in the 1 hutsh-Mu<:eum Library, on applying; 
.nd faeems to be a lorgottcn Book. {Note of hirst /Edition, 1865 ) 

*A Copy is in the Boston Atheiupum Library^ New-ltngland: it is a Pamphlet 
rather tlian a liook : contains Two Letteih to Uerryer Minhtrc de la Marine^ be- 
sides this to Mold the Cousin: Jhiblislier is the noted T. Almon,—hi French and 
En*:lish/ {From Boston Sunday Courier, of loth April 1868, where ihU Letter il 
reproduced.) 

In the Temple Library, London, I have since found a Copy: and, on strict surrey, 
am obliged to pronounce the whole Pumphhta Porgery ,— especially theT^Lettera 
ic “ Berryer Munster of Marine;'* who was not yet Minister of jjCl'ytSuug, nor 
thought of .IS likely to be. for many months after the date of tiiosc Lefibrv ath^ressed 
to him as suchl Intern d evidence too, were such at all wanted, is abundant in these 
Berryer hexitrs which ai<* of gross and almost stupid struilure in ct>ittparison to 
the mod one. As this Utter Ins already got into various *^ooks, a«id^>ccn amied 
of in Parliainents and high (Lord Shelburne as'^erti \% u to be spurious, hard 
Mansfield to he genuine: Beport of Parliamentary DebatiS lu GenfUman'k Maga^ 
zine for November and for Duember 1777, PH* S 5 -j allowed to con¬ 

tinue here tn the condemned sxax^. Forger, probably, sonm Kx<Canadlap, or other 
Atnerican koyalist, anxioutto do the Insurgent Party and their ilmish Apologists 
an ill tyr?), in that critical year;—had sbot-olfhis Pamphlet to voraciou^Atmon: vriio 
pnuts without preface or criticism, and even without cui reeling tlfb press. {Note qf 
July z8d8.) ^ 3'i Lieudenaut-CJolonel lieatbun, pp. a8, X5. 
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(went that day week),—that this glorious bit of news reached 
England. It was only three days after that other, bad and 
almost hopeless news, from the same quarter; news of poor 
Wolfe's Repulse, on the other ^r easteth side of Quebec, July 
3ist, known to us already, not known in England till October 
14th. Heightened by such contrast, the news filled all men 
with a strange mixture of emotions. ‘ The incidents of Dra- 
' made Fiction,’ says one who was sharer in it, ‘could not have 
‘ been conducted with more address to lead an audience from 
* despondency to sudden exultation, than Accident had here 
‘ prepared to excite the passions of a whole People. They 
‘ despaired; they triumphed ; and they wept,—for Wolfe had 
‘fallen in the hour of victory! Joy, grief, curiosity, astonish- 
‘ ment, were painted in every countenance: the more they 
‘ inquired, the higher their admiration rose. Not an incident 
'but was j^eroic and aifecting.’^'’ America ours; but the noble 
Wolfe now not! 

What Pitt himself said of these things, we do not much 
heaa» On the meeting of his Parliament, about a month 
hence, his Speech, somebody having risen to congratulate 
and eulogise him, is still recognisably of royal quality, if we 
evoke it from the Walpole Notes. Very modest, very noble, 
true; and with fine pieties and magnanimities delicately 
audible in it: “ Not a week all Summer but has been a 
“ crisis, in which I have not known whether I should not 
" be tom to pieces, instead of being commended, as now by 
*' the Honourable Member. The hand of Divine Providence; 
“ the more a man is versed in business, the more he every- 
“ where traces that!” . . . “ Success has given us unanimity, 
** not unanimity success. For my own poor share, I could 
"not have dared as I have done, except in these times. 
" Other Ministers have hoped as well, but have not been so 
"cirt^pistanced to dare so much.” ... ‘‘I think the stone 
" alD:|ost\)lled to the top of the hiU ; but let us have a cart *; 
" it may rebound, and hideously drag us down with it again. 

The aessential truth, moreover, is, Pitt has become King 
of England; so lucky has poor England, in its hour of crisis, 
again been. And the difference between an England guided 
by some kind of Friedrich (temporary Friedrich, absolute, 
though of jpsecure tenure), and by,a Newcastle and the 

W Walpole, ill aig Ib. iii. 295; Thackeray, k 446. 
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Clack of Tongues, is very great 1 But for Pitt, thtra Mdt 
been no Wolfe, no Amherst; Duke Ferdinand had bfitfft 
Royal Highness of Cijmberland,—and all things going rotthd 
him in St. VituSi^.at their old rate. This man is a King, fesr 
the time being,King really of the Friedrich type;—an 4 ft®* 
Friedrich himself not more despotically, where need is. IHft'S 
War Offices, Admiralties, were not of themselves quick*gOte^ 
entities ; but Pitt made them go. Slow-paced Lords in Office 
have remonstrated, on more than one occasion: " ImpoStdMe, 
Sir; these things cannot be got ready at the time you ordfet I" 
“ My Lord, they indispensably must,” Pitt Uroulil an#ifr^ (a 
man always reverent of coming facts, knowing how ineitOrfdiSe 
they are) ; and if the Negative continued obstinate in aigu- 
ment, he has been known to add; “ My Lord, to the King's 
service, it is a fixed necessity of time. Unless the time is 
kept, I will impeach your Lordship 1 " Your Lordship’S IjSid 
will come to lie at your Lordship’s feet! Figure a po6r ]! 9 >S 9 le 
of Newcastle, listening to such a thing ;—and Knowing that 
Pitt will do it: and that he can, such is his faV 0 u!^^\ri(h 
universal England;—and trembling and obeying. War-regUl* 
sites for land and for sea are got ready With a Prusidan 
punctuality,—at what multiple of the Prussian expense, is a 


smaller question for Pitt. 

It is about eighteen months ago that Pownal, Governor 
of New England, a kind of half-military person, not Without 
sound sense, though sadly intricate of utterance,—of whom 
Pitt, just entering on Office, has, I suppose, asked ad opinion 
on America, as men do of Learned Counsel on an impending 
Lawsuit of magnitude,—^had answered, in his long-winded, 
intertwisted, nearly inextricable way, to the effect, “ Sir, I im 
dine to fear, on the whole, that the Action will w?/ JiS,—that, 
on the whole, the French will eat America from us in Spite 
of our teeth.”**® January 15th, 1758, that is t^e ^Pownal 
Opinion-of-Counseland on September i3tb, 1 ^ 59 * i» 
what we have practically come to. And 00 Septembeif /tli, 
1760, within twelve months more,—Arnhem's!, descending the 
Rapids from Ticonderago side, and two other little Atmies, 


ascendiifg from Quebec and Louisburg, to meet him at Mottt- 
rseal, have proved punctual almost to an hour; and are in 

la TAtukeray, U. 4a|.45a, Pownal*intricate (hif piic^ur$ 0 ,** ot* 

whatever he calU it, th€Inlarid FrofUitr^t hk &C. 

date ^i5di January x;^/ 
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iS^ditioh to extinguish, by triple pressure (or what we call 
h'oQsin^), the Fr6nch Governor-General in Montreal, a Mon¬ 
sieur de Vauc(reuil, and his Montreal and his Canada alto¬ 
gether ; and send the French jjodily home out of those Conti¬ 
nents.*® Which may dispense uS from splaking farther on 
the subject. 

Froiti the Madras region, too, from India and outrageous 
]t,ally, the news are good. Early in Spring last, poor Lally, 
—a man of endless talent and courage, but of dreadfully em¬ 
phatic loose tongue, in fact of a blazing ungoverned Irish turn 
of mind,—had instantly, on sight of some small Succours 
Iroro Pitt, to raise his siege of Madras, retire to Pondichery; 
and, in fact, go plunging and tumbling downhill, he and his 
India with him, at an ever-faster rate, till they also had got 
fO the Abyss, "My policy is in these five words, No English¬ 
man in Peninsula," wrote he, a year ago, on landing in 
India; and now it is to be No Frenchman, and there is one 
word in five to be altered!—Of poor Lally, zealous and 
^rkr* over-much, and nearly the most unfortunate and worst- 
used " man of genius” I ever read of, whose lion-like struggles 
against French Official people, and against Pitt’s Captains 
4 hd their sea-fights and siegings, would deserve a volume to 
themselves, we have said, and can here say, as good as no¬ 
thing,—-except that they all ended, for Lally and French 
India, in tot^ surrender, i6th January 1761; and that Lally, 
some years afterwards, for toils undergone and for services 
4one, got, when accounts came to be liquidated, death on the 
scaffold. Dates I give below,"Gained Fontenoy for us,” 
^d many persons;—undoubtedly gained various things for us, 


** O»pitwlatioii between Amherst and Vaudreuil (‘Montreal, 8th September 
tyCo'}, in js Articlet: in BeaUen, iii. 274-38^. 

89 th April 1758, Lands at Pondichery; instantly proceeds upon Fort St. David. 
•4 Takes it i meant to have gone now on Madras; but finds he has no 

^oes extorting money from Black Potentates about. Rajah of Travancore, 
vi^nt and extraordinaiy style; and can get little. Nevertheless^ 14th 
47!^ Lays Siege to Madras. 
x6^ FehruB'y 1759, obliged to quit trenches at Madras, and retire dismally 
tutfui I^diohery^'^o mere in£gence, mutiny (*ten mutinies'), Oi 15 ;cial conspiracy, 
€ikao$ t;ome again. 

sm 4 Makes outrush on Wandewash, and the English posted there; 

iabaam', wven back into Pondichery. April 2760^ Is besieged in Pondicherv* 16th 
faimaty * 7 < 5 *, Is taken, Pondichery, French India and heto Madras he, lest the 
FriQcb Official party kill him, as they attempt to do. 

Si^ttginDer 276^, Arrives, prisoner, in England; thence, on parole, to France 
end PaHsi October* November 1762, To Hastille; waits trial nineteen months; 
trial latta two yeM. dth May 2766, To be behtadedy-^^ was, Bsaisem, 
6^120,*d)sc.: Voltaire {Fragments sur tlnde\ in CEuvres, xxix* x83-353; 
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fought for us Berserkir-Iike on all occasions f hoped, in 
end, to be Mardchal de France, and undertook a Champion¬ 
ship of India, which issues in this wayl America and India, 
it is written, are both' to be Pitt’s. Let both, if possible, re¬ 
main silent to u^henceforth. 

As to the Invasion-of-England Scheme, Pitt says he does 
not expect the French will invade us; but if they do, he is 
ready.'® 


CHAPTER VII. 

IfRIEDRICH REAPPEARS ON THE FIELD, AND IN SEVEN DAYS 
AFTER COMES THE CATASTROPHE OF MAXEN. 

November 6th-8th, Daun had gone to Meissen Country; 
fairly ebbing homeward; Henri following, with Hiilscn join^, 
—not vehemently attacking the rhinoceros, but judiciously 
pricking him forward. Daun goes at his slowest step: in 
many divisions, covering a wide circuit; sticking to all the 
Strong posts, till his own time for quitting them: slCjjjj, sul¬ 
lenly cautious; like a man descending dangerous precipices 
back foremost, and will not be hurried. So it liad lasted 
about a week; Daun for the last four days sitting restive, ob¬ 
stinate, but Henri pricking into him more and more, till the 
rhinoceros seemed actually about lifting himself,-—when Fried¬ 
rich in person arrived in his Brother’s Camp.^ 

At the Schloss of Herschstein, a mile or two behind Lom- 
matsch, which is Henri’s headquarter (still to westward of 
Meissen; Daun hanging on, seven or eight miles tO south¬ 
eastward ahead; loath to go, but actually obliged),—it was 
there, Tuesday November 13th, that the King met his Brother 
again. A King free of his gout; in joyful spirits ; and high 
of humour,—like a man risen indignant, once more got to 
his feet, after three-months oppressions and miseries ftom the 
unworthy. “ Too high,” mourns Retzow, in a gjtiomy tone, 
as others do in perhaps a more indulgent one. Beyond 
doubt, Friedrich’s farther procedures in this grave igid weighty 
Daun business were more or less imprudent; of a too rapid 
and rash nature; and turned out bitterly unlucky to him. 
•' Had he left the management to Henri 1” sighed everybody, 
after ‘the unlucky event. 

9 * 4th November, suprbV t Tempelhof^ iu« 302*305 
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Frte 4 lich Bad not arrived above four-and-twenty hours, 
Itlum news came in; “ The Austrians in movement again ; 

roUifig off Dresden-ward again.” “ Haha, do they 
smeQ me already f' laughed he : “ Well*, I will send Daun to 
the Devil,"—^not adding, "iff can.” And Instantly ordered 
sharp piirsnit,—and sheer stabbing with the ox-goad, not soft 
and dmicate pricking, as Henri’s lately.^ Friedrich, in fact, 
tvas in a fiery condition against Daun: "You trampled on 
me, you heavy buffalo, these three months; but that is over 
nowT—and took personally the vanguard in this pursuit. 
And had a hit of hot fighting in the Village of Korbitz (scene 
of that Finck-Haddick ‘Action,’ 2ist September last, and of 
pow Haddick’s ruin, and retirement to the Waters);—where 
the Austrians now prove very fierce and obstinate ; and will 
not go, rill well slashed into, and torn out by sheer beating: 
-^-Vririch was visibly a kind of comfort to the King’s humour. 

Ouir Pru^ians do still fight, then, much as formerly! And 
it was aB a«hideous Nightmare, all that, and Daylight and 
Fact^fre come, and Friedrich is himself again!” 

say Prince Henri took the liberty of counselling him, 
even of entreating him: "Leave well alone; why run risks?” 
said Htmri. Daun, it was pretty apparent, had no outlook 
at the present but that of sauntering home to Bdhmen; leav¬ 
ing Dresden to be an easy prey again, and his whole Cam¬ 
paign to fell futile, as the last had. Under Henri’s gentle 
driving he would have gone slower; but how salutary, if he 
only went! These were Henri’s views: but Friedrich was 
not in the slow humour; impatient to be in Dresden ; " will 
be quartered there in a week,” writes he, " and more at lei- 
Sto» than now.”® He is thinking of Leuthen, of Rossbach, 
ot Campaign 1757, so gloriously restored after ruin ; and, in 
the fire of his soul, is hoping to do something similar a second 
rime, ^kniat is Retzow’s notion : who knows but there may 
be tram iff^t? A proud Friedrich, got on his feet again a.ti '*• 
sudi usage;—nay, who knows whether it was quite so unw. 
to be imp^pssive on the slow rhinoceros, and try to fix some 
thnntia his snout, or say (figuratively), to hobble his hind-feet; 
which, I am told, would have been beautifully ruinous; and 

/ » il 168; T«inpelhof, iii. 306, , . „ . #«. • . 

» * WiWmt »7th November still more igth__November, Fnaarich to 

Veh<Kre> la hUP sfirits that way ((EMvres de FrtcUrk, xxiu. 66). 

yca» viii. 
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though riskish, was not hnpossible?* Ill: it indii^atabiy 
turned out; and we have, with brevity, to say how, aadl^ye 
readers to their judgment of it, 

It was in the Village ofKrogis, abont six 
Meissen-Freyberg^'road, a mile or two bn from Korbitz, 
after the fierce little tussle in that Village,—that B\iedtieh> 
still up, gave the Order for Maxen, which proved so unluclcy to him. 
Wiinsch had been shot-off in pursuit of the beaten Austrijuis; but th^py 
ran too fast; and Wunsch came back without farther result, still 
in the day. Back as far as Krogis, where the next Headqu^tr fe to 
be;—^and finds the King still in a'fulminant condition; none the iftifete'r, 
it is likely, by Wunsch's returning without result 

General Finck; bid him march at once!’^ orders the and 

rapidly.gives Wunsch the Instructions Finck is to follow. Fmck and 
his Corps axe near Nossen, some ten miles ahead of Krogis, somje 
twenty west from Dresden. There, since yesterday, stands Finck, in¬ 
festing the left or western flank of the Austrians,—wliat was their left, 
and will be again, when they call halt and face rouneV on us>—Let 
Finck now march at once, quite round that w’estem flank; by Freyl>erg, 
Dippoldiswalde, thence east to Maxen; plant himself altvfaxen (a oozen 
miles south of Dresden, among the rocky Hills), and stick diligently 
in the rear of those Austrians, cutting-off, or threatening tb cut-off, 
their communications with Bohemia, and block the Pirna Country for 
them. > 


Friedrich calculates that, if Daun is for retreating by 
try, this will, at lowest, be a method to quicken him in that 
or perhaps it may prove a method to cut-off su^ retreat 
and force Daun to go circling by the Lauritz Hitis and Wildernesses, 
exposed to tribulations which may go nigh 10 ruin him^ 
rich's proud thought: an unfortunate Campaign j windibg^, beyet* 
theless, as 1757 did, in blazes of success!- And truly, if Friedrich 
could have made himself into Two; and, whilo hashing and charging 
in Daun's front, have been in command at Maxen in DauhvS 
Friedrich could have made a pretty thing of this Maxeu Knterpri^; 
and might in good part have realist his proud program. But theffe 
is no getting two Friedrichs. Finck, a General of approved qualUfy 
he is the nearest approach we can m^e to a second B"riedrich ;-'-r ^^[4 
tthe, ill-luck too superadding itself, proves tragicrlly madeq^^e- , A 
sets all the world,, and Opposition Ketxow, exefeiming, “ : 

goes befbre a falU”—^ ■ . ■ ' 

Atj^n the afternoon, Friedrich, inten^^elysnf^eyiilgfrbtitte^ 

Krogis the new Austrian nKweirirn.'s and iKb.iiifms, is astonis^ted. 
not :^cca.l)ly Wh^t, still only here, lloir GcDtral!”), by n personal 
visit frbhlEincl> Finnic finds theMuxen Irusiness intricate, precarious; 
farther infitiUfI ion^^ brings lorward this objection and that 


Tetnpclhof, ill, 317, &c. 
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FtidLridi At last^nswers, impatientlf: “You Idiow I can’t stand 
i»akit^ ,of difficulties {£r wHss dass kh die Bi^cnltdim nieht leidm 
mache dost Er fort kommt) ; contrive to get k donel” With 


w^ich poor comfort Finck has to ride back to IJifossen; and sdhme-out 
his dispositions ovemtgfat4 


: ISeiti'^Qm^ 15th, Finck gets on march; drives the 

reaches Dippoldiswalde:—“Freyberg is 
tQh% thy Jdagazine,’' considers Finck; “Dippoldiswalde my halfway 
lk)U^5 of my poor Eighteen shall stand there, and 

the meal-cartsv’' Friday 16th, Finck has his Vanguard, Wunsch 
leading it, in possession of Maxen and the Heights; and on Saturday 
theitt hijn^lf, with ail his people and equipments. 1 should think 
i'^ppb men: in a most intersected, intertwisted Hill Country; 
&lt dells and winding brooks;—it is forecourt of the Pima 

rocks, our celebrated Camp of Gahmig lies visible to north, Dohna and 
the Rothwa&er bounding us to east ;*—^in grim November weather, 
some snow falling, or snow-powder, alternating with sleet and glazing 
frosts: by no means a beautiful enterprise to Finck. Nor one of his 
own choosing, had one a choice in such cases. 

To I^im» nothing could be more unwelcome than this hews of 
Finck, embattled there at Maxen in the inextricable Hill-countiy, direct 
on the^ad of Daun’s meal-carts and Bohemian communications. And 


truly withal,—what Daun does hot yet hear, but can guess,—there is 
gone, in supplement or as auxiliary to Finck, a fierce Hussar party, 
H^er Grune Klcist, their fiercest Hussar since Mayer died; who this 
day, at Aussig, burns Daun’s first considerable Magazine; and has 
Outers iu view for the same fate.* An evident thing to Daun, that Finck 
bmg thehej uaeal has ceased. 

. pit the instant, Daun falls back on Dresden; Saturday 17th, takes 
the Dell of PlAuen Gru 7 td)\ an impassable Chasm, 

sheet jkeeps on both sides, stretching southw'ard from Dresden in 
oftiiiB Hiil Country: thitlier Daun marches, there to consider 
'^hat is to be done with Finck. Amply safe this position is; none; 
ih a Village, PJauen, and a Brook, Weistritz, in the 

exquisite Chasm; sheer rock-walls on each side,—high 
, e$pedally on the Daun, or south side;—headquarters can be in Dres¬ 
den itself; r<x>m lot your cavalry on the plain ground between Dresden 
»d A post both s^e and comfortable; only you must n- c» 

i^er in njoking-up your mind as to F'inck; for Friedrich has iollouci 

Friedrich’s headquarter is' already Wilsdruf, wliich an 
hour or twoeago was Daun’s; at Kesseisdorf vigilant Ziethen is vnn- 
gvrarti. So that F‘'riedrich looks over on you from the northern brow 
of your,Chasm; delays are not good near such a neighbour. 

Dauo,'~urged-on by Lacy, they say,—«is not long in deciding that, 

, the ahbrt way out will be to attack Finck in the Wills. 

^ Map, p. ajm. 

• Pnidrich's secoad Letter to Voltaire, Wilsdrul, ^ X9U1 November J759. 
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Paon is in the Hills, as well as Finck (this Plaaen Chasm is tha hoihid* 
aiy-ditch of the HiUs): Daun, with 27,000 horse and foot, nidging cm 
from this western part^ 3,000 light people (one Sincere the leader of 
them) moving simultaneously from Dresden itself, that is, from tu^rth* 
■ward or north-westward; 12,cod' Reichsfolk, horse and foot, part of 
them already to sjuth-eastward of Finck, other part stealing*oh l^the 
Elbe bank thitherward: here, from three different points m the 
pass, are 42,000. These simultaneously dashing-in, from west|, north, 
south, upon Finck, may surely give account of his 12,000 aim i&axi 
If only we can keep Friedrich dark upon it; which surely onr 
dours will contrive to do. 

Finck, directly on arriving at Maxen, had reporteS himseH to the 
King; and got answer before next morning; “Very well; but draw-in 
those Four Battalions you have left in Dippoldis^^de; hit wiA the 
whole of your strength, when a chance offers.’* Whichi^ordicr Finck, 
literally and not too willingly, obeys; leaves only some light remnant 
in Dippoldiswalde, and reinforcement to linger within reach, till a cer¬ 
tain Bread-convoy come to him, which will be due** next morning 
(Monday 19th); and which does then safely get homj,^though under 
annoyances from cannonading in the distance. 

Sunday x %th^ Finck fails not to reconnoitre from the highest Hitler 
top; to inquire by every method; he finds, for certain, that the enemy 
are coming in upon him. With his own eyes he sees Reichsfolk match* 
ing, in quantity, south-eastward by the Elbe shore: “Intending to* 
warfs Dohna, as is like ?”—^and dispatched Wunsch, who, accordingly, 
drove them out of Dohna. Of all this Finck, at once, sent word to 
Friedrich. Who probably enough received the message; but who 
would get no new knowl^ge from it, —vigilant Zietheli having, by 
Austrian deserters and otherwise, discovered this of the Keictofolk; 
and furthermore that Sincere with 3,000 was in motion, from the north, 
upon Finck. Stmday evening, Fri^rich dispatches Ziethen^s Report; 
which punctually came to Finck’s hand; but was the last thing he re¬ 
ceived from Fri^rich, or Friedrich from him. The intervening Pan- 
dours picked-up all the rest. The Ziethen Report, of two or three lines, 
most succinct but sufficient, like a catting (d hard iron, is to be read 
m many Books: we may as well give the Letter and it: 

^ Friedrich^$ Letter {Wilsdruf, x%ih Ntrvetnher 1759).* My dear 

* “ General-Lieutenant von Finck,send you the t^jclosed Repmi 
“ from General Ziethen, showing what is tlie lie of matters as seeft 
“ from this side; and leave the whole to your uisposition gnd neCtosaxy 
“ measures. I am yoir well-affectioned King,—F/’ The Enclosure^ 
as follows: 

Gee^al Zietkm^s Report {Kessehdorf, x%th November *759). * To 

*yo^ Royal Majesty, send’ (no pronoun “I” allowed) *herew^a 
* (Corporal, who has deserted from the Austrians. JBe says, Sincere 
^ with the Reserve did march with the Rcichs Army; but a league be* 
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^ hind and turned towards Dippoldiswalde. General Brentano* 
(Wehla’s old comrade, luckier than Wehla), ^as this Deserter heard 

* last night in Daun’s headquarter,—^which is in the southern Suburb 
‘ of Dresden, in the Countess Jlosch^ka's Garden,—^was yesterday to 

* hstve been in Dohlen’ (looking into our outposts fij^m the hither side 
of their P^aiien Dell), ‘ but was not there any longer,’ as our Deserter 
passed, ‘and it was said that he had gone to Maxen at three in the 
aftci^oon.^* 

Thus curtly is Finck authorised to judge for himself in the new 
dtrcumstances. Marginally is added, in Friedrich’s own hand: 

** wird entmeder mit den Rdchern oder mit*Sinceren einen Gang hahen^ 
4 ^ ^Either wife the Reichers or with Sincere you will have a bout, I 
suppose.” 

Finck, f^m his own Hilltop, on Sunday and Monday, sees all this 
of Ziethen^ and much more. Secs the vanguard of Daun himself ap¬ 
proaching Dippoldiswalde, cannonading his meal-carts as they issue 
there; on alWides his enemies encompassing him like bees;—and has 
ft splinx-riddle on his mind, such as soldier seldom had. Shall he 
manoeuvre hittfSelf out, and march away, bread-carts, baggages and all 
entire ?^There is still time, and perfect possibility, by Dippoldiswalde 
there, or by other routes and methods. But again, did not his Ma¬ 
jesty expect, do not these words “a bout” still seem to expect, a bit 
of %bttog with somebody or other? Finck was an able soldier, and 
his skill ami courage well known; but probably another kind of cour¬ 
age was Wanted this day, of which Finck had not enough. Finck was 
not king of this matter; Finck was under a King who perhaps mis¬ 
judged tfie haatter. If Finck saw no method of doing other than hurt 
and to his King by staying here, Finck should have had 

course to come away, and front the King’s unreasonable anger, 
ie^pectu^ redress one day, or never any redress. That was Finck’s 
t duty s bui everybody sees how hard it was for flesh and blood. 

Finck/truer to Ae letter than to the spirit, determined to remain, 
all that Monday, his best to prepare himself; called-in his out¬ 
posts (^‘Was not I ordered?” thinks Finck, too literally); and sees 
multitudes of enemies settle round him;—Daun alone has 27,000 
men, wliP take camp at Dippoldiswalde; and in sum-total they are as 
j Finck still resolute of face, though internally his* 

mougj^^ ;inay 1 E>e hag^rd enough. Doubtless he hopes, loo, that Fried¬ 
rich will do something:—unaware that none of his messages reach 
French. As for Daun, haying seen hi#, people safely encamped here, 
he jretuima to Dresden for the night, to see that Friedrich is quiet. 
Fricdr^ h quiet enough: Daun^ at seven next morning ( Tuesd 0 20//^), 
ft|^>eared oh the' ground agmn; md from all sides Finck is assaulted, 
Dfttin’s side nearest and soonest, mth Daun’s best vigouit 
^, DIppoldiswiflde is some Seven miles from Maxen. Difficult hill- 

0 Tempelhof, iU. 309. 
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mui ftU the way: but the steepest, straitest and wotst place k at Rdla- 
hart^mma, the very first Hamlet after you are out of HippoldiswaWe. 
There is a narrow guUej there, overhung with heights all round. The 
roads are slippery, glazed with sl^tt and frost; Cavalry, unroughened, 
make sad slidingf)md sprawling; hardly the Infantry are ^t;ure on 
their feet: a terrible business getting masses of artiUery-wagons, horjse 
and man, through such a Pass! It is thought, had Finck gatnished 
this Pass of Reinhartsgrimma with the proper batteries, the proper 
musketries, Daun never w^ould have got llirough, Finck had not a 
gun or a man in it: “ Had not I order? * said he,—again too literally. 
As it was, Daun, sliding ami sprawling in the narrow steeps, had dif¬ 
ficulties almost too great; and, they say, would have given it up, had 
it not been that a certain Major urged, “Can be done, Kxcellenz, and 
shall!” and that the temper of his soldiers was everywhere excellent 
Unfortunate Finck had no artillery to bear on Daun's transit through 
the Pass. Nothing but some weak bmly of hussars and infantry stood 
looking into it, from the Hill of Ilausdoif: even these might have given 
him some slight hindrance; but these were played-uji^n by endless 
Pandours, ‘issuing from a wood near by,’ with musketries, and at 
length with cannon batteries, one and another;—^and hdSl'to fall back, 
or to l)e called back, to Maxen Hill, where the main force is. 

In the course of yesterday, by continual rcconnoitering, by Aus 
trian deserters, and intense comparison of symptoms, P'inck had com¬ 
pletely ascertained where the Enemy’s Three Attacks were to be,— 
“on Maxell, from Dippoldiswalde, Trohnitr, Uohna, simultaneously 
three attacks,’’ it appears;—and bad with all bis skill arranged himself 
on the Maxell summits to meet Ihest*. He stands now elaborately 
divided into Three groups against those Three simultaneities; forpiing 
(sadly wide apart, one would say, for such a force as Finck’s) a very 
obtuse-angled triangle:—the obtuse vertex of which (if readers care to 
look on their Map) is Trohnitz, the road Brentano and Sinewe are 
coming.* On the base-angles, Maxen and Dohna, Finck expects Daun 
and the Reich. From Trohniu to Maxen is near two miles; fr6m 
Maxen to Dohna above four. At l-lohna stands Wunsch against the 
Reich ; Finck himself at Maxen, expecting Daun, as the pith of the 
whole affair. In this triangular way stands Finck at the topmost 
heights of the country, — ‘Maxen highest, hut Hausdorf onjjjd a little 
douer,‘’"^aad has not thought of disputing the climb umVards. Too 
literal an eye to his orders: alas, he was not himself Iu»g| but only 
king’s deputy! 

is, about ix A.M., as I obscurely gather, Diun has cou* 
<pLtx^ the climb; iJaun’s musketries begin to glitter on Aft top of 
apd z 6 heavy cannon open their throats there} and 
th* Attpykd bi^k loose. Finck’s Maxen batteries (tKa^rody 
higher Aon Damn's, 4^ inferior in weight) respond with all 
geiucc, tkft poor regimintal field-pieces helping what thky caftb Mnlual 

* * Skelokof Pkaaip. «3ia. 
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cannpaadfi* very loud for an hour an 4 half; terrific, but doing IWo 
itffschief j after lyhich Daunts musketries (the ground now sufficiently 
clear to |>aun), which are the practical thing, bc^in opening, first from 
one point, then ftom another: and there ensues, for five hours coming, 
at Maxen and at the other two poiilts of Finck’s tragic, sudi a series 
of explosive chargmgs, wheelings, worrjdngs and inmeate death-wfest- 
Ungs, as it would provoke every reader to attempt desedbing to him. 
Except indeed he were a soldier, bound to know the defence of posts; 
in which case I could fairly promise him that there are means of un- 
derstai(^iag the aSair, and that he might find benefit in it* 

Daun’s Grenadiers, and Infantry generally, are in triumphant spirits; 
confideat of victory, Ub they may reasonably be. Finck's people, too, 
b^ave V^ell, some of them conspicuously well, though in gloomier 
mood; and make stubborn fight, successful here and there, but, as a 
whole, not capable of succeeding. By 3 in the afternoon, the Austrians 
have flwxiecPlJie Mi^xen Post; they ‘ enter Maxen with great shoutings;* 
extrude the obstinate Prussian remnants; and, before long, have the 
poor VUlag^^on fire in every part.* Finck retreating northward to 
Schmprsdo^ towards the obtuse angle of his triangle, if haply there 
may he hel{ii4n that quarter for him*. Daun does not push him much; 
has safely burning in every part. 

Fmm Schmdrsdorf Finck pushes-out a Cavalry charge on Brentano. 
*‘Co\l}d we but repulse Brentano yonder,” thinks he, I might have 
those Four Battalions to hand, and try again !” But Brentano makes 
such cannonading, the Cavalry swerve to a Hollow on their right; then 
find they have not ground, and retire quite fhiitless. Finck’s Cavalry, 
and the Cavalry generally, with their horses all sliding on the frosty 
mountain'-gnarls, appear to be good for little this day. Brentano, vic¬ 
torious over the Cavalry, comes on with such storm, he sweeps through 
the obtuse angle, home upon Finck; and sweeps him out of Schmors- 
dorf Village to Schmorsdorf Hill, there to take refuge, as the night 
sinks,—^nd to see himself, if his wild heart will permit him to be can¬ 
did, a ruined man. Of the Three Attacks, Two have completely suc¬ 
ceeded on him; only Wunsch, at Dohna, stands victorious; he has 
held-back the Reich all day, and even chased it home to its posts tm 
the Rothwasser IVater), multitudinous as it was. 


Fm^k 5 imood, ns the November shadows gathered on him,—^thg 
equal hv®ri«may at least pity poor Finck ! His resolution is fixed ; 
*^Cut ourselves through, this n^ht: Dohna is ours: other side that 
Red Watetthere are roadsperish or get through 1” And the Generals 
(who are rallied now ‘on the Heights lof Falkenhain and Bloschwitz,* 
vaidwAy between Maxen and Dohua) get that Order from him- And 
pupped |o arrange fox executing it,—^though with outlook more and 
1^11^ as their scouts report thstt every pass and post,on the 

^ Tetnpelhofi^u* 307-1x7. yaumai nnd NtKkrkki vm der Qefangrnnfhtnung 

y yoM *759 (Seyfertb, 637-654V 
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JRed Water is beset by Reichsfolk. Wunsch, wiu the Ca^i®ii3rr bt 
at least umy thread his way out, uiider cloud of night, by ^ 
site or Daun ade,” calculates Finck And Wunsch sets*<mj: 
ingly: a very questionable, winding, subtermnean march; difficult in 
the extreme,—the wearied sltfshd& horses going at a siuuFs pace} ami, 
in the difficult paa^es, needing to be dragged through with biidle^ and 
even to be left altog^er:—in which, withal, it will prove of no use 
for Wunsch to succeed ! Finck’s Generals, endeavouring to rank and 
rearrange through the night, find that their very cartridges are nearly 
:^ent, and that of men, such wounding, such desaling there been, 

they have, at this time, by precise count, 2,836 rank and file. Evi* 
dently deaerate. 

At daylight, Daun’s cannon beginning again from die Maxen sld^ 
Finck sends to capitulate. Absolute surrender,” answers Pamit 
prisoners of war, and you shall keep your private baggage. GCaerel 
Wunsch with the Cavalry, he too must turn back and ciuiveitder!” 
Finck pleaded hard, on this last score: ** Gene^l Wunsch, as head of 
the Cavalry, is not under me; is himself chief in that department.” 
But it was of no use: Wunsch had to return (not quit^* got through 
Daun’s Lines, after such a night), and to surrender, lijfe everybody 
else. Like Eight other Generals; like Wolfersdorf of ToigaUi and 
many a brave Officer and man. Wednesday morning aist Nc^*imber 
1759; ^ Finck^b fourth day on Maxen; his last in the Prussian 

Service. 

That same Wednesday Afternoon there were ranked in the Grasse 
Garten at Dresden, of dejected Prussian Prisoners from Maxen, what 
exact number was never known: the Austrians said 15,000; but nobody 
well believed them ; their last certain instalment being only, in correct 
numbers, 2,836. Besides the killed, wounded and already captured, 
many had deserted, many had glided clear off. It is judg^ that 
Friedrich lost, by all these causes, about 22,000 men. Gone wholly, 
•>-*-with their equipments and appurtenances wholly, which are not 
worth counting in comparison. Finck and the other Generals, 8 of 
them, and 529 Officers,—^Finck, Wunsch, Wolfersdorf, Mos^ (of the 
Olmiitz Convoy), not to mention others of known worth, tms is itself 
a sore loss to Friedrich, and in present circumstances an irreparable.* ^ 

The outburst and paroxysm of Gazetteer rumour, •^hidi 
arose in Europe over this, must be left to the i^&ginatton; 
stili more the whirlwind of astonishment grief, remorse and . 
indignation that raged in the he&it of Fiie^ch on /irst hear^ ^ 
ing of »t "The Caudine Forks ^ "Scene of iPirna OVW 
a^tin, in reverse form " Is not your King at last over 
kV said and sang fiultiffiriously the Gazetteers. As c0isnteir» 
chomu to which, inja certain Royal Heart; "That tihsmSM 

* Seyfutb, ii. 576; m {y, 1x25), the l^enuaAointiiit 
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iHirbUnd Finck,Unequal to his task;—that over-hasty I, who 
4 rove him. opoti it I This disgrace, loss nigh ruinous; in fine, 
this infernal Campaign (jce^ie Campagne tn/ernale )!” The 
Anecdote-Books abound in det§>ls of Friedrich’s behaviour at 
Wilsdruf that day; mythical all, or in good |>art, but symbo¬ 
lising a case that is conceivable to everybody. Or would 
readers cate to glance into the very fact with their own eyes? 
As happens to be possible. 

1®. Before Maxen: Friedrich to UArgens and Others^ 

*T 0 B^Afgms {Krogis, 15th November/ order for Maxen just 
given}. Yesterday I joined the Army” (day before yesterday, but 
took die field yesterday), “and Daun decamped. I have followed 
him thus/ax, and will continue it to the frontiers of Bohemia. Our 
“ measnres are so takin” (Finck, to wit), “that he will not get out of 
“ Saxony without coMderable losses. Yesterday cost him 500 men 
“ taken at Kj^gis here. Every movement he makes will cost him as 
“many.”* ^ 

* fW/afre (Wilsdruf, 17th November)/ “We are verging on the 
“ end m our Campaign: and I will write to you in eight days fiom 
“ Bresd^, with more composure and coherency than now.”*® 

‘ To ihi same (Wilsdruf, 19111 November).* “The Austrians are 
“ packmg*off to Bohemia,-—where, in reprisal for the incendiary opera- 
“ tiOns they have done in my countries, 1 have burnt them two big 
“ magazines, I render the beatified Hero’s retieat as difficult as pos- 
“ sible; and I hope he will come upon some bad adventures within 
“ a few days/*** 

‘ Same day and place, to Argons. * A volley of most rough-paced 
off-hand Rhjrming, direct from the heart; “ Odd' (as he afterwards 
terms it, or irrepressible extempore Ziit) ‘^lo Fortune:" 

MarqmSf quel ckangement, what a change! I, a poor heretic 
“ creature, never blessed by the Holy Father; indeed, little frequent- 
ing Church, nor serving either Baal or the God of Israel; held-down 
“ thesogmany months, and reported by more than one shaven scoun- 
“ dxcl” (prW^-pamphleteer at Vienna) “to be quite extinct, and gone* 
“ vagabc^ over the world,-—see how capricious Fortune, after all 
“ h&t hundred preferences of my rivals, lifts me with helpful hand 
** frOto the fleep, and packs this Hero of the Hat and Sword,—whom 
Fopea have blessed what they could, and who has walked in Pil 
before now” (to MarienzeU once, I believe, publicly at 
out of Saxony; panting, harassed goes he, like a stranger 
dug some kitchen where the cook had flogged him out !”*• * * 

S CMntfffs de FHdSric, xix. xoi. 1® Ib. xxiii. 66, 

« Ik xxfii. 66. w Ik soy. 103-106, • 
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(A very exultant Lilt, and with a good deal more oi the cbanticJw ta 
it than we are used to in this King 1) 

. Afkr Maten. 

‘ 7 i> z^^d^ovejibcr).* withthat^{soRi|! 

small piece of business) whatever you like, my dear Marqai$. am 
“ so stupefied {itourdi) with the misfortune which has befall^m General 
Finck, that I cannot recover from my astonishment. It deraugex 
all my measures; it cuts me to the quick. lU-lUck, whltih petse- 
“ cutes my old age, has followed me from the Mark" (Kluhetsdwfi in 
the Mark of Ilrandeuhurg) “ to Saxony. I will still strive WhAt I cOru 
** The little Ode I sent you, ad<lressed To Fortune^ had* been written 
“ too soon! One should not sing victory till the battle is ovor. I 
“ am so crushed-down by these incessant reverses and diaastetfi, that 
** I wish a thousand times I were dead; and from day to day 1 grpw 
** wearier of dwelling in a body wom-oul and condemned lo snffet* I 
am writing to you in the fust moment of m^jgrief. A-Stonishmentj 
'* sorrow, indignation, scorn, all blended together, laceia^te my fiWMll. 
“ Let us get to the end, then, of this execrable Campaign; I wiU then 
“ write to you w'hat is to become of me; and will ar»fc?*ge the rest. 
“ Pity me;—and make no noise about me; bad news go fa$t enough 
“ of themselves. Adieu, dear Marquis.”** 

All this, of course, under such pressing call of actualities, 
had very soon to transform itself into silence; into new 
resolution, and determinate dispatch of business. But the 
King retained a bitter memory of it all his days. To FinCk 
he was inexorable:—ordered him, the first thing on hiS tekutn 
from Austrian Captivity, Trial by Court-Martial; which {Zie- 
then presiding, June 1763) censured Finck in various points, 
and gave him, in supplement to the Austrian detention, a 
Year’s Imprisonment in Spandau, No ray of pity visible for 
him, then or afterwards, in the Royal mind. So that the 
poor man had to beg his dismissal; get it, and go to Den¬ 
mark for new promotion and appreciation*-—"Far too severe!" 
grumbled the Opposition voices, with secret counter-at^yrrity* 
And truly it would Iiave been, more beautiful to 9 /etybo 4 y. 
for the moment, to have made matters soft to pol^r 
had Friedrich ever gone on that score GejeraJs and’ 

Delegates; which, though the reverse of a cruel man, he h©ver 
did. And truly, as we often observe, the Laws of Fact are 
still severer than Friedrich was;—so that, In the 
petha^s it is beautifidest oC all for a King, who is just# to be 
rhadamanthinc in important cases. « 

^ 74 vres Ai Fr^dinc, xiic. 107. 
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Exulting tfaun, instead of Bohemia for winter-quarters, 
pushea*0tit now for the prize of Saxony itself. Daun orders 
Bech to attack suddenly another Outpost of Friedrich's, which 
stands rearward of him at Meissen, under a General Die- 
reckec-^the same whom, as Colonel Diereclft, we saw march 
out of damy Zitlau, summer gone two years. Beck goes in 
accordingly, 3d December; attacks Dierecke, not by surprise, 
but with overwhelming superiority; no reinforcement pos¬ 
sible : Dierecke is on the wrong side of the Elbe, no retreat 
or reinforcement for him; has to fight fiercely all day, Meis¬ 
sen Bridge'being in a broken state; then, at night, to ship 
bis people across in Elbe boats, which are much delayed by 
the doating ice, so that daylight found 1,500 of them still on 
that northern side; all of whom, with General Dierecke him¬ 
self, were made prisoners by Beck.^* A comfortable supple¬ 
ment to M«.xen, though not of the same magnificence. 

After which, Daun himself issued minatory from the Plauen 
Chastn J Scpecting, as all the world did, that Friedrich, who 
is 36^500 of Unfortunate against, say, 72,000 of Triumphant, 
will, under penalty, take himself away. But it proved other¬ 
wise. **If you beat us, Excellency Feldniarschal], yes; but 
till then 1 ” Friedrich draws-out in battalia; Leo in wild 
ragged state and temper, versus Bos in the reverse : “ Come 
on, then i" Rhinoceros Bos, though in a high frame of mind, 
dare not, on cool survey; but retires behind the Plauen Chasm 
again. Will at least protect Dresden from rcc.ipturc; and 
wait here, in the interim : carting his provision out of Bohe¬ 
mia,—which is a rough business, with Elbe frozen, and the 
passes in such a choked wintry state. Upon whom Friedrich, 
too, has to wait under arms, in grim neighbourhood, for six 
W«eks to come : such a time as poor young Archenholtz never 
had before or after.It was well beyond Newyears-day be¬ 
fore Tri^rich could report of himself, and then only in 
sense, as will be seen ; *• We retired to this poor cottage” 
(cottage still standing, in the little Town of Frey'^rg); “Daun 
” did l^#like; and this unfortunate Campaign, as all things 
do, came acttially to an end.” 

holds Dresden and the Dell of Plauen; but Saxony, 
to iVdrld's amazement, he is as far as ever from hqlding. 

* Tempelliof, iU. 321; ‘ 3d-4th December 1759.’ 

^ Archexihoiu. ii. itox'^. * 
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* Daun's front is a small arc of a circle, bendng rotm 4 

* Dresden to Dippoldiswalde; Friedrich is at Freybwg Itt $, 
‘ bigger concave arc, concentric to Daun, well oVtidapj^ng 
‘ Daun on that southward or^ landward side, and ready ht 

• him, should hef stir out; Kesselsdorf is his nearest jiiiwt to 
‘ Daun ; and the Plauen Chasm for boundary, which was hot 

• overpassed by either.’ In Dresden, and the patch of hill- 
country to the south-eastward of it by Elbe side, which is in¬ 
step or glacis of the Pima rock-country, seventy square mil«t 
or so, there rules Daun; and this,—-with its heights of (dlah!* 
mig, valuable as a defence for Dresden against Austria, but 
not otherwise of considerable value,—^was all that Dauit this 
year, or pretty much in any coming year, could realise of Con¬ 
quest in Saxony. 

Fabius Cunctator has not succeeded, as the puhiic ex¬ 
pected. In fact, ever since that of Hochkirch an^ the Fhpai 
Hat, he has been a waning man, more and more questionable 
to the undiscerning public. Maxen was his ]ast**glehm up¬ 
wards ; a round of applause rose again on Maxen, fise|>{e in 
comparison with Hochkirch, but still arguing hope,—which, 
after this, more and more died out; so that in two years more, 
poor Madam Daun, going to Imperial Levee, ‘ had her State- 
‘ carriage half-filled with nightcaps, thrown into it by the 
‘ Vienna people, in token of her husband’s great talhttt ifor 
‘ sleep. 


CHAPTER VlII. 

MISCELLANEA IN WINTER-QUARTERS, I759-60. 

Friedrich was very loath to quit the field this Winter. 
In spite of Maxen and ill-luck and the unfavourabieSt weather, 
it still was, for about two months, his fixed purpose to recap- 
tiye Dresden first, and drive Daun home, “Ha<^,l Ifut a 
12,000 of Auxiliaries to guard my right flank, while try^ 
itl” said he. Ferdinand magnanimously sent Wm the Her»* 
ditary Prince with 12,000, who stayed ahovi' two toonlhs;^ 
and Friedrich did march about, attempting that way,*—* 
pushed forward to Maguire and Dippoldiswalde looked pas- 

>* Ardienhoiu (Anso ‘last Siege of Schweidnit*’), 

• ‘ Till Kebruaiy 15th List of the Keeiments (Qennaq all), in SiUHfiuiA, {i. sylfl. 

* CEtttnvs tU Fridirtc, v 33. Old Newspaper rumours: in Mar 

gawirte, xaix. <io5. ' 39th December,' &c. 
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siooa^y into Maguire on all sides; but found him, in those 
fttmn chasms, and rock-labyrinths choked with snow, plainly 
ttnhtitackable; him and everybodj', in such frost-element;—■ 
And iwnmincffd the passionate Jiope, 

It wks not till the middle of January ^at Friedrich put 
Us troops into partial cantonments, Headquarter Frey berg; 
troops still mainly in the Villages from Wilsdmf and south¬ 
ward, dose by their old Camp there. Camp still left stand- 
Ug, guarded by Six Battalions; six after six, alternating 
Wi^ about: one of the grimmest camps in Nature; the canvas 
roofs grown mere ice-plates, the tents mere sanctuaries of 
frost ^o^ever did poor young Archenholtz see such industry 
in dragging wood-fuel, such boiling of biscuits in broken ice, 
such crowding round the embers to roast one side of you, 
while the other was freezing.’ But Daun’s people, on the 
opposite ^de of Plauen Dell, did the like; their tents also 
were left standing in the frozen state, guarded by alternating 
battalionJrno better off than their Prussian neighbours. This 
of thg Tents, and Six frost-bitten Battalions guarding them, 
lasted till April. An extraordinary obstinacy on the part both 
of Daun and of Friedrich; alike jealous of even seeming to 
yield one inch more of ground. 

The Hereditary Prince, with his 12,000, marched home 
again in February; indeed, ever after the going into canton¬ 
ments, all use of the Prince and his Force here visibly ceased; 
and, on the whole, no result whatever followed those strenuous 
antagonisms, and frozen tents left standing for three months; 
and things remained practically what they were. So that, as 
the grand “Peace Negotiations" also came to nothing, we 
might omit this of Winter-quarters altogether; and go for¬ 
ward to the opening of Campaign Fifth;—were it not that 
characteristic features do otherwise occur in it, curious little 
tmvailings of the secret hopes and industries of Friedrich:— 
besides which, there have minor private events fallen out, nbt 
without interest to human readers. For whose behoof mainly 
A loose intercalary Chapter may be thrown together here. 
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SdA Uiw. 

5 <r<w/f Htg/iftess of Wurtember^^ ai Puida (Noveia^wr 

1759), is Just about spring Vitoria” md gism^ MtnU 
to Beauty and Fashion^ in Honour of a oerHin 
but is itfifka^anily interrupted. 

November aist, the very day while Finck w&6 
in the Hills of Maxen, Duke Ferdinand, busy ever siace his 
Victory at Minden, did, after a difficult Siege of IliittStift', 
Siege by Imhof, with Ferdinand protecting him, get 
into hand again, which was reckoned a fine success to hk%, 
Very busy has the Duke been; industriously reapifig the firdtU 
of his Victory at Minden; and this, the conclusive ifOQting^tit 
of the French from that Westphalian region, is a vary JOyfiol 
thing ; and puts Ferdinand in hopes of driving theth ovet the 
Mayn altogether. Which some think he would have dtaStte; 
had not he, with magnanimous oblivion of self iK,nd wiishes, 
agreed to send the Hereditary Prince and those 12,000 tO 
assist in Friedrich’s affairs, looking upon that as thft vital 
point in these Allied Interests. Friedrich’s attempts, wC’have 
said, turned out impossible; nor would the Hereditary Prince 
and his 12,000, though a good deal talked about in England 
and elsewhere,* require more than mention ; were it not that 
on the road thither, at Fulda (“Fulda is half-way house to 
Saxony,” thinks Ferdinand, “should Pitt and Britannic Ma¬ 
jesty be pleased to consent, as 1 dare presume thoy 'will’*), 
the Hereditary Prince had, in his swift way, done a 
useful for Ferdinand himself, aitd which caused a freslt emo¬ 
tion, chiefly of laughter, over the world, in those weeks. 

‘ No Enemy of Friedrich’s,’ says my Note, ‘is of feller tennOur 
‘ than the Seienity of Wurtemberg, Karl Eugen, Reigning Dalce of 
‘ that unfortunate Country; for whom, in past days, Ffiedtick hSd 
‘ been so fatherly, and really took such pains. “Fatherly? 

‘ fatherly, you me.aii; and lor his o\\'n vile uses i” growled thO Sarenity 
*bOf Wurtctnheig'-—always an ominous streak of gloom ih tkat poor 
‘ man; sticak which is spicad now to whole skieshoilSig fiarkneSS, 
‘oum», lo dtdiiinms tb'TC have been! hnongh, Kail Eugeft, after 
‘ divoic 14 bi*' ])rtot Wife, had dulinguished IduistU by a z&l without 
‘ knoiv Icilgt. btv.md ahnosl all the eiumises of Fiiedifch}—.and stiil 
‘ tontinues irt that bad Jme 01 industry. IIis poor Whe he hu* made 
‘ nuscrdlde in soniC measure; also hiniscli; and, in a degree, his poor 
‘ soldiers and subjects, who are with him by compulsion in this Enter- 

< Wal,*^Qle^ Sepnd, iil 348 (in a sour Oppoiition tone); &C. &Cy 
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tm- 

Tlie Wtoeyttbergers ate Protestants of old tyi^e; and want 
*Xia@^tkg aganis>t “the Protestant Hero,” but much the reverse3 
* §i|i^e Md to shoot a good few of these poor people, before 
^ ihfff woald march at all; and his procedures wex^e indeed, and con- 
^ 10 b^ of a very crying najpre, though his poor Populations 

^ tnnlr ^hMn. Alwavs Aomethinrr of nerviii'Rfi in fhift Serene 



quota to tiie Keicn, iJ^ari JK-ugen nas 12,000 more on 

* it is of them we are treating at present. In 1757 be had 

* ieat thtSiMS troops to the Empress Queen, for a consideration; it was 
f th*^ that stood on the Austtian left, at Leuthen; and were the first 

^Hsaten, and had to cease standing,—as the Austrians were 



itly ioud in proclaiming. To the disgust of Serene Highness: * 
*• Which of you did stand, then? Was it their blame, led as they 

* were he. And next year, 1758, after Crefeld, he look his 

f to the French (“subsidy,” or consideration, “to be paid in 

^ jU a|>peats*); with whom they marched about, and did nothing 

* 0Oit^erable. The Serenity had pleaded, “1 must command them 

* it You?” said Bellcisle, and would not hear of it. Next 

* year again, however, that is 1759, the Duke was positive, “1 must 

* Wat less so, “ You cannot—till Minden fell out; and then, 
'^iUthe ivreck of Contades, Bellcisle had to consent. Serenity of 

* at that late season, took the field accordingly; and 

* !6irq|B^ npw has him at Fulda, “To cut-off Ferdinand from Cassel 

threaten Ferdinand’s left flank and his j>rovision-carts in that 

* quarter- May really become unpleasant there to Ferdinand;—and 
’*0ajghtto be cut-out by ihe Hereditary IViuce, “To Fulda, then, 

* mA cut hitu out!” 

* Frida;^* Nervemher 3759. Serene Highness is lying 
‘ bareft^ a wedc past; abundantly strong for the task on hand,—has 

own fftfOoo, sajpplemented by 1,000 French Light IToise;—but 

* is widely scattered withal, posted in a kind of triangular form; his 

posts being Fulda itself, and a couple of others, each thirty 

* miles iroTtt Fulda, and five miles fiom one another,—with “patrols 
^ to connect them,” belter or worse. Abundantly stiong for the la!>k, 

^ and i» perfect security; and indeed intends this day to ‘ ‘ fire vidoria'^ 
•fot the Catastrophe at Maxen, and in the evening nill give a Ball in 
^ fiwthet honour of so salutary an event:—when, about 9 A..M,, news 

* aWjv8 gallop, “ Bninswickers in full marcli; are \Vithin an» 

^ hour of theCowa-Bridge!” Figure to what flurry of Serene IJigh- 

* ; of the v^ctoria-sliooting apparatus; of busy man-miUmer people, 

* ajid the Beauty .md F*tsbion 0) Fulda in general ! 

* The Might before, a rumour oi the Fienib Post being diiven in 
f hy s^mobodjy had reached Jseicnc Highness; who gave .some vague 

* Mdt thinking it ot consequence. Here, however, is the Fact 

* UdWe to h$$td in a most urgent and imdeniable manner 1 fc«rene 
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' Highne$s gets on horseback i but vrhat can that Mp ? QiW auMn 
' (has nothing but light cannon) he does plant on the 

* here come premonitory bombshells one and another, 

^ mind and a single Hessian dragoon, plunging forvratd KW Wt 

* unready cannon, and in the ai^making horrid circles, pados 
‘ leave said cannm to him, take to their heels; and the Bridge u apMt, 

‘ The rest of the adair can be imagined. Retreat at aHf 

* “running fight,” we would fain call it, by various roads; losA two 
‘ flags, two cannon; prisoners were above i,aoo, many of them OffioeiS. 
‘ “ A merciful Providence saved the Duke’s Serene Person faaft hurt,’* 
‘say the Stuttgard Gazetteers; which wis true,*—Serena lflp|te|S 

* having been inspired to gallop instantly to rearward and landvnitd, 
‘ leaving an order to somebody, “ Do the best you can*I” 

‘ So that the Ball is up; dress-pumps and mUlineries ail 

‘ locked into their drawers again,—with abundance of teehian'is^fX 
‘ hope, mostly in a light vein) from the fair creatures di^ppmted Of 
‘ their dance for this time. Next day Serene Highness drew ferthw 
‘ back, and next day again farther,—towards Frankenland nrid bonte, 
‘ as the surest place;—and was no more heard of in thdse kxStHties.’* 

Making his first exit, not yet quite his fiaal, frgsn thn War* 
Theatre, amid such tempests of haha-ing and tednetsing. 
With what thoughts in his own lofty opaque mind ;~Iike a 
crowned mule, of such pace and carriage, who had uaejipeqt- 
edly stepped upon galvanic wires!— 

As to those poor Wurtembergers, and their notioH the 
“ Protestant Hero,” I remark farther, that there i« a admi- 
thing of real truth in it. Friedrich’s Creed, or Thettfjr qf the 
Universe, differed extremely, in many important pbii)^ ftoat 
that of Dr. Martin Luther: but in the vital all-essenlW pbjint. 
what we may call the heart’s-core of all Creeds which are 
human, human and not simious or diabolic, the King 91 ^ the 
Doctor were with their whole heart at one; That it i* toot 
allowable, that it is dangerous and abominable, to attempt 
believing what is not true. In tliat sense, Frie^ch, by na¬ 
ture and position, was a Protestant, and even the chi^ Pro- 
.destant in the world. What kind of “Hero,” in thiis b^ War 
of his, we are gradually learning-in which too, lif you Invess* 
tigate, there is not wanting something of jKleroismr" 

even in iho narrow sense. For it does appear,—^Mari* The¬ 
resa having a real fear of God, and poor Louts a real fear of 
the Devil, whom he may well fbel to be getting dangerous 

* ^ochhob, ii. 333; M^vilbn, ii. 80: TttUen-Gts^hte, v. Old 

New«p«iieit, in Gtnmmarit MagastHe, xxix. €03. ' 
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ptiittaM Over ^imi-^some hope>gleams of acting upon Schism, 
ao i^eriting Heaven, did mingle with their high terrestrial 
on this unique opportuiuty, more than are now 
tltlj^aed in careless History«Books. 

is Perpetual President Maupertuif doings all this 
Whilei Is he still in Berlin; or where in the Universe 
is he 9 Alas, poor Maupertuis / 

In the heat of this Campaign, ‘July 27th,’—.some four 
days sdfler the Battle of Zullichau, just while Friedrich was 
hUTXying>oii^ for that Intersection at Sagan, and breathless 
Hnnf of Loudon and Haddick,—poor Maupertuis had quitted 
this wwld, July 27th, *759; at Basel, on the Swiss Borders, 
In JHend Bemouilli’s house, after long months of sickness 
palnfuUy spent there. And our poor Perpetual President, at 
rest now Ih'om all his Akakia burns, and pains and labours in 
, flattening the Earth and otherwise, is gone. 

MattyISfeautifuler men have gone within the Year, of whom 
we CM any nothing. But this is one whose grandly silent, 
and then occasionally fulminant procedures, Akakia contro> 
vectfes* Olympian solemnities and flamy pirouettings under 
the contradiction of sinners, we once saw; and think with a 
kind of human pathos that we shall see no more. From his 
goqae of an adorer, La Beaumelle, I have riddled-out the fol- 
lowh^ particulars, chiefly chronological,—and offer them to 
susceptible readers. La Beaumelle is, in a sort, to be con¬ 
sidered the speaker; or La Beaumelle and this Editor in 
concert 

Phuti PUgritmngi of the Perpetual President. ‘Maupertuis had 

* quitted Berlin soon after Voltaire. That threat of visiting Voltaire 
‘ with pistols,'—to be met by “my syringe and vessel of dishonour” 

* cn Voltaire's part,—^was his last memorability in Berlin. Ilis last 

* at thit time j or indeed altogether, for he saw little of Berlin farther. 

* find (0 April 1753, he got leave of absence ; set out homewardsf 
< for reoovei;^^ health. Was at Paris through summer and autumn ; 
‘very iMitum in society; “preferred pietty women to any man of 

* seienoe ;”*wottld sententiously say a strong thing now and then, 

‘ Ijitter hnt not without bonhomie,'' shaking slightly his yellow wig. 

‘ to how high a degree, of Akakia brabbles, and Voltaire 

* cr t^nsl t In winter went to St. Malo; found his good 

* fPhe; but a loving Sister still there. • 

‘ June %i$$, die King wrote to him, “ Venez vite, Come quickly 
trcMU vm. ft 
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/ Jtily *754 j came iiccordingly,*^ saw Sladin again/^did nod)!^ «ieh 

* ticeable there, ex<^t get wome in health; and after eleven 

* June 175®, withdrew again on leave,>^never to return 

‘ though he well intended otherwise, at St Malo, wK^, ^5? ^ 

* month or two of Paris, he got thHier (Autumn 1756), and still mor<^; 

* next summer, lyf;, when he thought of leaving St Maloj-rWlj^ 

* wars, and rumours of war, all Over the world ! 

* June 1757, he went to Bordeaux, intending to take ship for Ham- 
*burg, and return; but the sea was ffiill of English cruis«Sxsf* (Ktfs 
Descents lying in store for St. Malo itself). ‘ No getting to-Berlin by 

* the Hamburg or sea route 1 “ Never ihinJ, then,’* wrote the Kisgt 
‘ Improve your health; go to Italy, if you can.” 

' Summer 1757, Maupertuis made for Italy; got as far'as Tofidouse; 

*—stayed there till May following; sad, tragically stoical; . 

* sparingly, and rather to women than men, strong things, adiikhvd ^ 

‘ the worthier sort. Kenonneed thoughts of Italy: “ Europe 

* and especially France and Prussia, how go idly touring?” , 

‘May 1758, Maupertuis left Toulouse; turned towards $0^; 

‘ slow, sad, circuitous;—never to arrive. Saw Narbonne^ 

‘ Nimes; witli what meditations ! At Lyons, under honours 
‘ health getting worse, stays two months; vomits clots orbtcMiil ^re; 

‘ Thence, July a4th, to Neufchalel and the Lord Marisch%]i:;&i^p|^ 

‘ there for three months. Hears there of Professor Kdni^^ 

‘ {Aiakta IConig): “One sGou:^dre1 less in the world,” 

‘ “ but what is one!”—October 16th, to the road again, to Bj^s^ st^ 

‘ perforce, in Bemouilli’s house there, all Winter; health falKn^ lovm 
‘ and lower. 

‘ April 1759, one day he has his carriage at the door (“ Homewiifd, 

‘ at all rates!”); but takes violent spasms in the carriage; oan-’t; can 

* no farther in this world. Lingers here, under kind care>. for aboV« 

‘ three months more: dying slowly, moRl painfully. With touch 

‘ stoicism; not without a stiff-jointed algebraic kind of piety^ 

‘ pathetic in its sort. “Two Capuchin.s from a neighbouring Convent 
‘daily gave him consolations,” not entirely salisfaclojy; for daily 
‘ withal, “unknov^m to the Capuchins, he made his Valet, who was a 
‘Protestant, read to him from the Geneva Bible;”—and find^ aiany 
‘ things hard to the human mind. July 27th, 1759, be died/* 

L Poor Maupertuis; a man of rugged stalwart tyi^ ; honest’ 
of an ardbur, an ipt^dligence, not to be forgotten for Beau- 
melle's pulings over them. A man of good and even of high, 
talent; unlucky in mistaking it for the highest t His ^ 

Wif^ a from Berlin, but again, and 

agaih dfd^yed hy inUustrjr of kind friends, and at l^t dnviiig 
on in Sfdt^ of everyt|iing,~ in the last ihBes, 

i 8 La BeaiimeUe, Kip tf-p pp. *96-51x6, 
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aiMl cimpany. Adieu, a pitying adieu to him for- 

KSver*-—even to his adoring La Beaumelle, who is rather 
Ip&H a Mpckhead than he generally seems* 

Thh> erf the Two Capuchinse the last consummation of col- 
ilk man, is what Voltaire cannot forgetl but crows over 
with his ihriUest mockery; and seldom mentions Maupertuis 
that last touch to his lifc-draraa. 

0 r 4 Xfki French Invasion-Sdumc comes entirely io Wreck (Qui- 
be 3 t>n Bay, 20th November 1759) : oj ControUer-Gcmral 
SUhouettc^and the Outlooks oj I^ranciy financial and other. 

On the very d*iy oi Maxen, TnesiHy November 3otU, the 
gt&ndFr^ch Invasion found its tetrninus,—not on the shores 
of Bfiiamt but of Bnttany, to its surpuse. We saw Rodney 
bu^ the FJetbottom manufactory at Havre ; Boscawen chase 
the Tbulon Squadron, till it ended on the rocks of Lagos. 
Fl^Olh JaifKSiry onwards, as was then mentioned. Hawke had 
been hfistptng watch, off Brest Harbour, on Admiral Conflans, 
who pr<^ides there over nmltdaiious pieparations, with the 
Iftht FJe«t France now has. At Vannes, where Hawke like¬ 
wise has ships watching, are multifarious preparations; new 
Flatbottoms, iS.ooo tioops,—-(ould Conflans and they only 
get to Sea. At the long last, they did get,—m manner fol- 
iowing: 

^ Nov^Wfltber 9th, a wild gale of \-\ind had blown Hawke out of 

* sight; away home to 'loibay, for the moment. “ Now is the tiniel” 

* tjjoitgiit Conflans, and put to sea (Novembei 14th): met by Hawke, 

^ who had weighed fioin Toibay to his duty; and who, of course, 

* crowded ev^y sad, after hoaimg that Conikns was out. At bicak 

* of day,,November aoth’ (m the very hoius when poor Finck was em 
baltiii3|; himself round Maxen, and Dsiin sprawling-up upon him 
through the Passes), ‘ Hawke had had signal, A Fleet in sight and 

* sotaryte^ “Coftflans in sight,”—and the day of Inal come. ^ 

^ConfUniii IS abpUt the stiength 01 Ha^^ke, and France expects 

* much of him; but he is not expecting Hawke. Conflans is busy, at 

* this in the mouth of Quibeion Bay, opening the roid for 

' and the 18,000;—m liot chase, at the moment, of a Com- 

^ Duff iWid hk small Squadion, who hi%e been keeping watch 

‘ the^, a^rc now running all they can. On a sudden, to the aston- 
'* pf Cwflans, tins little Hijundron whirls round, every £^ip oi 

* it (with a skj-randing cheer, couM he luar it), and commences cha',- 
^ iugt Conflans, taking suivcy, sees that it lo llawLe* he, sui^ enough, 
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* coming down from windward yonder at his highes/^spccd; wibA 
' chasing will not now be one*s business 1— 

* About ai A.M. Hawke is here; eight of his vanwsufd ^Jptt hie 

* sweeping on for action, Conflans, at first, Irad determisted to 

* Hawke; apd drcw-up accordingly^ and did try a little: but miiAmiy 

* thought better of Cc; and decided to take shelter in the 

* and nooks theieabouts, which were unknown to Hawke, and ini^l 

* ruin him if he should pursue, the day being short, aiid the weraer 

* extremely bad. Weather itself almost to be called a atorm. Shoae*' 

* ward, then; eastward, every ship became, ultimately, Coaftaas^s 

* plan. On the whole, it was z in the afternoon before with 

* those vanward Eight, could gel clutch of Conflaus. truly be 

* did then strike his claws into him in a thunderously fervid maxmar, 

* he and all hands, in spite of the roaring weather:—a man of falcOUy <Mf 

* accipitral, nature as well as name* 

* Conflans himself fought well; lOS did certain of the ot}Leef,-««»ttlI,^ 
*more or less, so long as their plan continued steady:—thuuderoufs 

* miscellany of cannon and tempest; Conflans with his pl^n steiMjy, at 

* Conflans with his plan wavering, verms those vanward Eighty for iwer 

* hours or more. But the scene was too dreadfiil; this ship gblkiafe 
' that obliged to strike; things all going awry for Confians. 

* in his own Flagship, bore down spedally on Conflans in hi^JRwbo 

* did wait, and exch^e a couple of broadsides; but then shec^ cSi 

* finding it so heavy. French Vice-Admiral next likewise gave Huwke 

* a broadside; one only, and sheered off, satisfied with the letuna 
^ Some Four others, in succession, did the like; “One blas^ US w«» 

* hurry by” (making for the shore, mostly) 3 So that Hawke vemeA 

* swallowed in volcanoes (though, indeed, their firing wtis very bad^ 

* such a flurry among them), and his Blue Fk^ was invisible for &mpe 

* time, and various ships were hastening to help him, *-^till a Fi^ 

* French ship coming up with her broadside, Hawke answered her in 

* particular (La Superbe^ a Seventy-four) with all his guns 

* which sent the poor ship to the bottom, in a hideously sudden mui<- 

* ner. One other (the ThSsie) had already sunk in fighting; two 

< So/efl and the ffJros) were already running for it,^the in a sttarf 

* 2f9»heroic manner 3 But on this terrible plunge-home of the 

* the rest all made for the shore escaped into the rocky sntrica-% 

* cies and the darkness. Four of Conflans^s ships w^ero 

* struck, sunk, or otherwise extinct,—when darkness fell,«*aud 

* Conflans and his distresses, “Coiintiy people, to the number 

* 10,000,” crowded ou the shore, had been seen watching ihs MaUk;' 

* and, “as sad witnesses of the While Flag’s disgrace/’disappeared' 

* into the interior.*® 

It was such anight as men never witnessed before. WalpolO 
® The roaring of the elements was redoubled by the thunder oiXt\ 

® Beat^on, ii 33^-34^. and lb. iu- 3442^ In Gciiiieman^s 
SS 7 h A ChnpCain s Letter.* &c. ' **1 1 
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^ W|bt <;cmcurred in that scene of horror to put a period to 

* the Navy hopes of France. Sevai ships of the line got into the 

* l^hrer Vlaine* (lay there fourteen months, under strict watching, till 
their haic^ were broken, * thumpiim against the shallow bottom every 
^ tide^* Und only * three, with three irigates/ ever out s^atn); ‘ eight 
^ mopre fti5Ca?tped to diflferent ports/ into the River Tharente ultimately. 

own ship and another were run on shore, and burnt. One 

* we Two, with their crews, had gone to the bottom; one under 

Ibiwke^i e^imon; one partly by its own mismanagement. ^Two of 
^ ours were lost in the storm’ (chasing that So/eil and I/A^os)^ *but the 

* crews saved. Lord Howe, who attacked Za Forinidable^ bore-down 

* on l>» Witjt such violence, that her prow forced-in his lower tier of 

^ Captain Digby, in the Dunkirk^ received the fire of twelve of 

* we enetny’s ships, and lost not a man. Keppel’s was full of water, 

* jand he thought it sinking: a sudden squall emptied his ship; but he 

* Was infoAnedall his powder was wet; “Then,” said he, “I am sorry 

* X ain safe.” They came and told him a small quantity was undamaged; 

* Veiy wcy/^ said he; “then attack again.” Not above eight of 

* our imips were engaged in obtaining that decisive victory. The In- 

* ViSiOat heard of no more. 

Iirwtrioa had been fully intended, and even, in these final days, 
OOnsiJftlWbly expected. In the old London Newspapers we read this 
MmdayMn^nber i^k: “Today there came Three Expresses,” 
*^T?toee Expresses witli whal haste in their eyes, testifying successivdy 

whereabouts. But it was believ^ that Hawke would 
stiU manage And, at any rate, Pitt wore such a look,—and had, in 
made such preparation on the coasts, even in failure of Hawke,— 
thtfre waa no alarm anywhere. Indignation rather;—and naturally, 
when the news did come, what an outburst of Illumination in the win- 
tors mid the hearts of men! 

* Hawke continued watching the mouths of the Vilaine and Char- 

* Pate Rivers for a good while after, and without interruption hence* 

* the storms of Winter had plainly dosed them for one season. 
^ Sv^ppBvs of fresh provisions had come to him from England all Sum- 

* Xtwr; but w«re stopped latterly by the wild weather. Upon which, 

* in the Fleet, arose this gravely-pathetic Stave of Sea-Poetry, with a 

* vnidkle of briny humour grinning in it: 

Hawke dd ba^ Moaneur Confians^ 

Vott seat us beefaad beer. 

^Kow Moosieur’s beat, we've aougbt to eat, 

*SSace you have nought to fear.’u 

riMl! VlTietiich mode of taking this catastrophe was rather 

SMt$d, ill. S32.—Here is the List, accurately riddled-out: 
AAim iabout 4 v.M.): a. sunk (by a tumble it made, while 

IV finsh ilfiii Csq^tain); 3. Supem, sunk: 4. Mros, struck • could 
iarii weather; and recoiUmenced next day, but had to Ain and 
^be burnt by th« English as did (5 ) the Salett Rtfyal (Conflans's 
itims aiULcrOv (like those of the Hiro^) getting out m time* 
ii. 
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peculiar. Hear Barbier, an Eyewitness; dating 
der 1759; ' Since the first days of December, there hai been 
‘ cried, and sold in the streets, a Printed Detail of aR that 
■ concerns the Crnnd Invasicw projected this long trhUe; to 
‘ wit, the numbed of Ships of the Line, of Frigates, — 

* among others 500 Flatbottomed Boats, which are to carry 
' ovei, and land in England, more than 54,000 ine»>*~ihith 
' list of the Regiments, and number of the King's Diiardii, 
‘that are also to go; thcic arc announced for Ccnerats^n- 

* Chief, M le I’lince de Conti’ (do readers remember him 
since the Bioglio-Maillebois time, and how King' Lodit ^ro* 
phesied in autogiaph that he would be “the Gran4 Dbhti*' 
one day ?)—‘ Pnnee dc Conti, Prince de Soubise* (feft his 
Conquest of Frankfurt for this greater Enterprise^ *a«d Mi- 
‘ lord Thomont’ (Irish Jacobite, whom I don’t know), *A$ 
‘ sequel to this Detail, there is a lengthy Song o« the pisttH- 

* barkment in England, .and the fear the English miist have 
‘ of it!’ Calculated to astonish the practical forenste 

‘ It is inconceivable,’ continues he, ‘ how they hs^^e per- 

* mitted such a Piece to be printed; still more to h® cried, 
‘ and sold price one halfpenny {deux Hards'). Thie Bodg is 

* indecent, in the circumstances of the acting news fipom our 
‘ Fleet at Brest (20th of last month;—in regard to which 
‘ bad adventure M. le Marquis de Conflans has coiim to VtW* 
‘ sailles, to justify himself, and throw the blame Ob M. to 
' Marquis de Beauffremont’ (his Rear-Admiral, now side ib dbe 
Charente, with eight of our poor ships), • Such tldags are 

* the more out of place, as we are in a bad-enoi^H iKiidtioii, 
‘ —no Flatbottoms stirring from the ports, no Troops Pf the 
‘ Maison du Roi setting out;—and have reason to bldieve 
‘ that we are now to make no such attempt.’** 

Silhouette, the Controller-General, was thot^hf tt have 
* a creative genius in finance: but in the eighth ^o&th of bis 
gestation, what phenomena are theSe? October 26th) there 
came out Four Decrees of Council, setting’forth#thust, ‘as 

* the expenses of the War exceed not only the King's ordiitory 

* revenues, but the extraordinaries he has had to toy bh hto 
‘ people, there is nothing for it but,’ in faet, SuHfensiiin of 
Payment; actual Temporary BankruptcyCahhot ftsy yM i 

I - Barbier, tv. 336. 
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J»Wt of you ao| for a year, others of you not till the War end; 

give you 5 per-cent interest instead." Coupled with 
yfMcht hy the same creative genius, is a Declaration in the 
lUing’a name, “That the King compels nobody, but does invite 
ail Ond sundry of loyal mind to send their§Plate (on loan, of 
course, and with due receipt for it) to the Mint to be coined, 
}^${t Majesty come to have otherwise no money,”—his very 
yitUas, as is privately known, having had no wages from him 
ten months past. 

Whereupon the rich Princes of the Blood, Due d’Orl^ans 
forcmiost, wid Official persons. Pompadour, Bcileisle, Choiseul, 
do make an effort; and everybody that has Plate feels un¬ 
easily that he cannot use it, and that he ought to send it. 
And. INoyember 5th, the King’s own Plate, packed ostenta¬ 
tiously in carts, went to the Mint;—the Dauphmess, noble 
Saxon Lady, had already volunteered with a silver toilet-table 
of brand-new and of exquisite costly pattern; but the 
iting foriwtde her. On such examples, everybody had to make 
hn or uneasily try to make one. King Friedrich, eight 

dayf after Maxen, is somewhat amused at these proceedings 
in the distance; 

“The kettles and spoons of the French seem to me a 
“ pleasant resource for carrying on War!” writes he to D’Ar- 
gens.t* “ A bit of mummery to act on the public feeling, I 
suppose. The result of it will be small: but as the Belle- 
isle Letters" (taken in Contades’s baggage, after Minden, 
and printed by Duke Ferdinand for public edification) “make 
•* always such an outcry about poverty, those people are try- 
“ ing to impose on their enemies, and persuade them that the 
“ carved and chiselled silver of the Kingdom will suffice for 
“ making a vigorous Campaign. I see nothing else that can 
“ have se^ them on imagining the farce they arc now at. 
“ Tliiere is Munster taken from them by the English-Hano- 
Verian^^ople; it is affirmed that the French, on the 2 sA, 
quitted Giessen, to march on Friedberg and repass the 
“ Rhine’i (might possibly have done so ;—but the Hereditary 
Princ^aisd iiis 12,000 come to be needed elsewhere!)—“Poor 
, “ ins aye opposite our enemies here, cantoned in the Villages 
about i ^ lost truss of straw, the last loai of bread will 
“ defddd of us is to remain in Saxony. And tis the 

U November *759,’ (Swrts dt FrtMrie, xiz,xaS. 
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** Austrians are extremely squeezed togetheif and cad |pet 
” nothing out of Bohmen,”—one hopes it will not be they! 

All through November, this sending of Plate, I never lenar 
with what net-result of moneysscoinable, goes on in Paris; tOlt 
at the highest ta?>les, there is nothing of silver dishes left 
and a new crockery kind (rather clumsy; ttmrs,** as we 

derisively call them, pigment of bottom part being Mack) has 
had to be contrived instead. Under what astonishments abroad 
and at home, and in the latter region under what execrations on 
Silhouette, may be imagined. ‘ Tout le monde jure beamed 
* contre M, de Silhouette, All the world swears much against 
‘ him,’ says Barbier;—but I believe probably he was much to be 
pitied: A creative genius, you; and this is what you come tof” 
November 22d, the poor man got dismissed; France swcar<- 
ing at him, I know not to what depth; but howling and hiss¬ 
ing, evidently, with all its might. The very tailors and milliners 
took him up,—trousers without pockets, dresses without ftoudCC 
or fold, which they called d la Silhouettej —and, to ^thas day# 
in France and Continental Countries, the old-fashioned ShSido#-' 
Profile (mere outline, and vacant black) is practically caUed a 
silhouette. So that the very Dictionaries have him; and, like 
bad Count Reinhart, or Reynard, of earlier date, he has become 
a Noun Appellative, and is immortalised in that way. The fi;rst 
of that considerable Series of Creative Financiers, Abl^ Tertay 
and the rest,—^brought in successively with blessings, and dis¬ 
missed with cursings and hissings, —who end in Calonne, Lo« 
mdnie de Brienne, and what Mirabeau P&re called '*the<»enerai 
Overturn {Culbute Ginirale)." Thitherward, privatdy, straight 
towards the General Overturn, is France bound;—and will 
arrive in about thirty years. 

Friedrich, strange to say, publishes (March—^June 1760) an 
, Edition of his Poems. Question^ Who «/n>/<fjMafmdes 
du Roi de Prusse 'l—for the second, and positively the 
last Time. ,, ^ 

In this avalanche of impending destructions, what dan be 
more surprising than to hear of the Editing of Foema on bhi 
Majesty's ^rt 1 Actual publication of that CEuvre de Poiste, 
for w£uch Voltaire, poor gentleman, suffered such tribjalatios 
seven years ago. Now coming out from choice: l^epidlnt of it# 
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aw« now to th^xtent of twelve copies for highly special friends, 
hat in cofiious thousands, for behoof of mankind at large 1 The 
thini: cost Friedrich very little meditating, and had become 
tWSC^My,—^nd to be done wi|h speed. 

Keadets recollect the CEuvre de Poisie, land satirical hits 
Slid to be in it. At Paris, about New-year’s time 1760, some 
he^ful Hand had contrived to bring out, under the pretended 
date • Potsdam,’ a cheap edition of that interesting Work.^^ 
Merely in the way of theft, as appeared to cursory readers, to 
P’Argens, for example but, in deeper fact, for the purpose 
of apprising certain Crowned Heads, friendly and hostile,— 
Craiish Majesty and George II. of England the main two,— 
What this poetising King was pleased to think of them in his 
private moments. D’Argens declares himself glad of this theft, 
»0 wcquisitely clever is the Book. But Friedrich knows better: 
* March ijliiih, when a Copy of it came to him,’ Friedrich sees 
writ what is meant,x-and what he himself has to do in it. He 
i<a$tantj^$ets about making a few suppressions, changes of 
{dnraat 1 sends the thing to D’Argens; “ Publish at once, with 
a little prefktory word.” And, at the top of his speed, D’Argens 
baa, in three-weeks time, the Avant-propos, ot Avis au 

JMrmte, ' circulating in great quantities, especially in London 
and Petersburg’ (“Thief Editor has omitted; and, what is far 
more^ has malignantly interpolated: here is the poor idle Work 
itself not a Counterfeit of it, if anybody care to read it”), and 
an Orriiodox Edition ready.^® The diligent Pirate Booksellers, 
at Amsterdam, at London, copiously reproduced this autho¬ 
rised Berlin Edition too,—or added excerpts from it to their 
reprints of the Paris one, by way of various-readings. And 
everybody read and compared, what nobody will now do; 
theme, and treatment of theme, being both lyow so heartily in- 
to us. 


tlie Perpetrator of this Parisian maleficence was, re- 
ttUdned darki-oand would not be worth inquiring into at all. 
ibp two reasons intrinsically trifling, but not quite with- 


A* de i vrf. lamo, 'Potsdam’ {Pans, in 

^ King, CEvvrrs de FrSdiiric, sdx. 138. 

» * Gam tm Apnl oth' (sec Mitch^U, ii. 153). ‘ and a second finer E(^tton in 
JfUW/ in 4 r FriiUric, x, p. x, xix. isrn., 138; especially m Prtuss, 1. 467, 

4:^ (ttyoe oaD^rc him with Aimsel/on these different occasions, and patiently 
Hnud-OBt nS of meuiiDg), aU maanor of mmutest details. * 
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out interest to readers of our time. First, that|Volt4ire, 
some suspected (some, never much Friedrich, that I heiilr of), 
appears to have been perfectly innocent;—and indeed had been 
incapacitated for guilt, by Sthmidt and Freytag, ahd thi^r 
dreadful Frankffrt procedures! This is reasOh poot 

Voltaire mutely asking us, Not to load him with inore sins 
than his own. Reason second is, that, by a singular <^pottu- 
nity, there has, in tliese very months,a glimmering of 
risen on it to this Editor; illustrating two other points aS 
which readers here are acquainted with, some time ages as 
riddles of the insignificant sort. The Demon. Newsmtriktf'f with 
his "Idea" of Friedrich, and the " MaHnies dtt Roi dt I* 

readers recollect both those Productions; both enigmatip as 
to authorship;—but both now become riddles which'can ttuWie 
or less be read. 

For the surprising circumstance (though in certain periods, 
when the realm of very Chaos reemerges, fitfully, into Upper 
sunshine now and then, nothing ought to surprise one a# hip’ 
pening there) is, TJiat, only a few months ago, the Jjacaht* 
parable Matinees (known to my readers five years siaoc) has 
found a new Editor and reviver. Editor illuminated “by the 
Secretary of the Great Napoleon," “by discovery of 
scripts,” “by the Due dc Rovigo," and I know not what; ani¬ 
mated also, it is said, by religious views. And, in short, the 
Matinles is again abroad upon the world,—'your London Edi¬ 
tion twice reprinted in Germany, by the Jesuit parity SincC’ 
(much good may it do the Jesuit party!)— 3 .MaUnic 4 again in 
comfortable circumstances, as would seem. Probably the 
longest-eared Platitude now walking the Earth, thpugh there 
are a good many with ears long. Unconscious, seemiligiy, 
that it has been ^tilled thrice and four times already{ and that 
indeed, except in the realm of Nightmare, it never 
or needed any killing; belief in it, doubt Upon it (It,must 
grieve to inform the Due de Rovigo and honOUr^iJt'd parsons 
concerned), being evidence conclusive that you baii# hot yet 
the faintest preliminary shadow of correct Jeiowi«d|e abwt 
Friedrich or his habits or affairs, and that you ought htst to 
try and acquire some. , 

To *»e argument on this subject would hhVO berih too tith 
endurable. But argument there was on it, by peraonit (atpdbUi 

ri > Sprijai; 
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wjlling, iripre than one: and in result this surprising brand- 
ttew* London mooncalf of a MaiMisvfSiS smitten through, and 
flit in pkces, for the fifth time,—as if that could have hurt it 
Mii der t>ummheit,^ sifgs Schiller; * Human Stupidity 
strongei' than the very Gods/ Howeveni in the course of 
these new inspections into matters long since obsolete, there 
dtd^-^what may truly be considered as a kind of profit by this 
R:OiSastitating of the mooncalf upon afflicted mankind, 

and is a net outcome from it, real, though very small,—some 
light rise as to the origin and genesis of Matiniesj some 
twinkled of light, and, in the utterly dark clement, did disclose 
other monstrous extinct shapes looming to right and left of said 
and, in a word, the Authorship of Mafin/es, and not 
Of only, becomes now at last faintly visible or guess- 

sLbte. To one of those industrious Matadors, as we may call 
them, Slnyets of this mooncalf for the fourth or fifth time, I 
OTjre the following Note; which, on verifying, I can declare to 
trustworthy: 


*tfht Author of MatinhSj it is nearly certain/ says my Correspond¬ 
ent, actually a “ M. de Bonneville,”—contrary to what you wrote 
‘ fite years Not indeed the Bonneville who found m Dic- 

‘ titauuies, who is visibly impossible; but a Bonneville of the preced- 

* iag getteration, who was Marechal de Saxe’s Adjutant or Secretary, 
^ old enough to have been the Uncle or the h’athcr of that i evolution- 
^ ary Bdmieville. Marechal de Saxe died November 30th, J750; this 

* senior Bonneville, still a young man, had been with him to Potsdam 

* oa viail there. Bonneville, conscious of genius, and now out of em- 

* ploymenty naturally went thither again; lived a good deal there, or 
‘went between France and there: and authentic History knows of 

* him, by direct evidence, and by reflex, the following Three Facts 
‘ |the sfcjkd of them itself threefold), ot which I will distinguish the 

* indubitable from the inferenlially credible or as good as certain: 

* i". Indubitable, That Bonneville sold to Friedrich certain Papers, 
’ military Plans, or the like, of the late Marechal, and was paid for 


* but by no means met the recognition his genius saw itself to 

* things are certain, though not dated, or datable except 
^ nf the year 1750 or 1751. After which, for above twenty years, 
^ Bonney^ie entered upon a series of adventures, caliginous, undei- 

for most part; ‘^soldiering in America,*’ “writing anony- 
‘ ttoious or Books,” roaming wide <>vei the world; and led 

^ $ busy but^tAH&curc and uncertain life, hanging by Berlin as a kind 
^ df by Pitris and Berlin as his two centres; and had a mis- 

^ ^ of advientures, subterranean many of them, unlumin- 

*• A.n. 1858 i. I 44 ’ 45 X • 
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* ous all of tbeni, not courting the light; which lie n^w in hftturaliy a 

* veiy dark condition. Dimly discernible, however, in the 

* dusk of Bonneville, dim and vague of outline, but definitely steady 

* beyond what could have been expected, it does appear farther^-«-^hAt 

* alone entitles Bonneville to the iSkst memory herCi Ot 

* Nature now or henceforth,— 

‘ Inferentially credible, That, shortly after that first hi 
‘ Potsdam, he, not another, in X75a, was your Demon 

* whom we gazed at, some time since, devoutly crossing oumlve^^ 

^ a little while! 

‘ Likewise that, in 1759-60, after or befoiehis Atnerican waaader** 
^ ings, he, the same Bonneville, as was suspected at the titne,** Stole 
‘ and edited this surreptitious mischief-making (Euvres 3 u 
‘ de Sans’Souci (Paiis or Lyon, pretending to be Potsdam,” Jfiutoaxy 
‘ 1760),* which we are now considering! * Encouraged, ptobahl^ 

* enough, by Choiseul himself, who, in any case, is now knoWtt to huw 

* been the promoter of this fine bit of mischief, ®®~and who may iterc- 

* upon’ (or may as probably, not ‘ thereupon,’ if it werg of the least 
consequence to gods or men) ‘have opened to Bonneville a new tniUtaxy 
‘ career in America? Career which led to as good as nothing; Prwtoh 
‘ soldiering in America being done for, in the course of 1760. Opon 
‘ which Bonneville would return to his old haunts, to his old 

‘ ranean industries in Paris and Berlin. 

‘And that, finally, in 1765,'‘he, as was again suspected ftt the 

* time, he and no other, did write those MaitnJes, which appeared 

* next year in print (1766), and many times since; and have juri been 

* reprinted, as a surprising new discovery, at London, in Spring 1863. 

‘ 3®. Again indubitable, That either after or before thc^ Edk^^dal 
‘ exploits, Bonneville had sold the Mar^chal de Saxe’a PUims imd 
‘ Papers, which were already the King’s, to some second p«ftton, and 
‘ been a second time paid for them. And was, in t^jard to tiiia 
‘ Swindling exploit, found out; and by reason of that sale, or for 

* what reason is not known, was put into Spandau, ond^^Otie bppes^ 

* ended his life there. 


^ * Nicolai, l/e^er ZivtmertHanHS Fragmeniet x8z, h- 

* of what is authentically known about Bonneville: “ suspected both 01 i 
and of the Stolen Edition,*** 

^ Chmseurs own Note, ‘To M. de llldLt^etht$,DireeUHr do In LUm 
‘^^ccember 1759: “By evety method screen the King's Gon^immcta frp 

* suspected ;--and get the Edition out at once.” * (Published in the 

ad Decemb^ 1850, by M. Sasnte-Beuve: copied In Pteusa, (EutmOt da Frm 
2^n.) 

w ‘Nicolai. 

‘ofhalfa catti 

Bart^, Diotionnatre dss A nimymast § Matindea), who calls 
‘ment ofthe/d^<r dai^Farsonm/* &c. (that is, of your 
‘ almdy known to Baohaumont, thU “ /tUot* h seems, as weH u the Jm 

* Msmiscr^h e^. Letter <dGrimm to Duchess OfSachsen-Oo^* (^^£l 


rnimdea 




a 
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^ Fact No- ^ which alone concerns us here,—and which, in 
hs tferee successive stages, does curiously cohere with itself and 
with other things,-—comes, therefore, not by direct light, which 
it|deed, by the nature of the cas^ would be impossible. Not by 
direct fight, but by various reflex lights, and convergence of pro¬ 
babilities old and new, which become the stronger the better 
they are examined; and may be considered as amounting to 
Wfiat is called a moral certainty,—‘ certain’ enough for an in¬ 
quiry of that significance. To a kind of moral certainty: kind 
of'moral consolation too ,* only One individual of Adam’s Pos¬ 
terity, not -Three or more, having been needed in these multi¬ 
farious acts of scoundrelism; and that One receiving payment, 
or part payment, so prompt and appropriate, in the shape of a 
permanent cannon-ball at his ankle. 

This is the one profit my readers or I have yet derived 
lirota the late miraculous Resuscitation of Matinies Royales; the 
etthet items of profit in that Enterprise shall belong, not to us 
ip the least measure, but to Bonneville, and to his well- or ill- 
dilfpo^d Coadjutors and Copartners in the Adventure. Adieu 
to it, and to him and to them, forever and a day! 

Peaee^Nigoiiations hop^ul to Friedrich all through Winter; 
but the French won't. Voltaire, and his Style of Corre¬ 
sponding. 

This Winter there was talk of Peace, more specifically than 
evear. November 15th, at the Hague, as a neutral place, there 
had been, by the two Majesties, Britannic and Prussian, official 
JDeclaration, "We, for our part, deeply lament these horrors, 
and are ready to treat of Peace.” This Declaration was pre¬ 
sented November 15th, 1759, by Prince Ludwig of Brunswick 
(If Oftd General of the Dutch, and a Brother of Pnnee Ferdinand 
out General's, suitable for such case), to the Austrian-French 
Ejccdfieuc^S at the Hague. By whom it had been received with 
the doe poMteness, "Will give it our profoundest considera- 

* A' Aacawwvr, is Clitef of this now Loudon mooncaJf, and will inform 

* tba ^unoiur oviiry paiticnUr)/ 

ww <ir»t pnuted 17G6 (no place), and <ieven or eight times since, m 
twice or tbnee over, as * an mtcresting new discovery /'—very 
w^iui^me tp Bdttof 'i who lead ■poot I ottdoft print, that too)many 

s ago,*—With <K»npIete satisfaction as to and smeete wish not t6 touch 

It again eveil Wtw h pair of tongs ,—and has since had three ‘'priceless Mss of it** 
pfiered hiio, at low rates, as a guerdon to merit. 
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tion —^whicfa indeed the French, for some jxriwtrfy did j 

though the Austrians privately had no need to do So, being 
already fixed for a negative response to the proposal. But hereby 
rose actual talk of a “CongresH,;** and wagging of Diphusuariq 
wigs as to where 14. shall be. ‘*ln Breda,” said some; 
place used to Congresses.” "Why not inNunci here?” said poor 
old Ex-Polish Stanislaus, alive to the calls of bencvolaicc, poor 
old Titular soul. Others said ^'Leipzig;” others Augsburg 
and indeed in Augsburg, according to the Gazetteers, at one 
there were * upholsterers busy getting ready the apartih®Bt$/ 
So that, with such rumour in the Diplomatic circles, the Ga¬ 
zetteer and outer woild was full of speculation upon F^ce; 
and Friedrich had IivHy hopes of it, and had beOn hoping three 
months before, as we transiently saw, though again it*came tO 
nothing. All to nothing ; and is not, in itself, worth the least 
attention from us here,—a poor extinct fact, loud in those 
months and filling the whole world, now silent and exthtet; t;o 
everybody,—except, indeed, that it offers physiognotfiic tfahfi 
here and there of a certain King, and of those about himt* Fpr 
which reason we will dwell on it a few minutes longer. 

Nobody, in that Winter 1759-60, could guess where, oar from 
whom, this bigworld-intercsting Peace-Negotiation had xtt birth; 
as everybody now can, when nobody now is curious on th^f 
tion I At Sagan, in September last, wc all saw the small private 
source of it, its first outspurt into daylight; and read Friedrich’s 
Answers to Voltaire and the noble Duchess on it—for thcf saka 
of which Two piivate Coriespondents, and of Friedrich^s rela¬ 
tion to them, possibly a few more Excerpts may still hav^ a 
kind of interest, now when the thing corresponded On has 
ceased to have any. To the Duchess, a noble-minded Lady, 
beautifully zealous to help if she could, by whose hand tfieae 
multifarious Peacc-Papers have to pass, this is always Fried¬ 
rich’s fine style m transmitting them. Out of many sgecir^ens, 
following that of Sagan which we gave, here the Nmijt 
Three: 

Zi uifi (by iht iwo sj that they .«e tCidy ro JiCttt tSth 

November 1759 bv (v abovf*) trom Cranes, jia 

terms, and not till id Afnd 1760 Ait ui I an. 1 on itaufic, in 
xjujc. 603, xxat. , m 
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ihi$drich to th^Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha (Three other Letters 

on the “Peace"). 

"Wlidruf, aist November 1759” (day c^er Maxen, surrender 
was this morning, —01 wnich he has not heard). 

Nothing but your genero&itieb and your indulgence 
** CiQli^ juatify my incongruity*^ {imongrtdii^ in troubling you -with the 
En^sed). **You will have it, Madam, that I shall still farther abuse 
** tbp^ botttttjies, which are so precious to me: at least remember that 
it is by yottt <^er, if I forward through your hand this Letter, which 
not n!^rit such honour. 

Chance, which so insolently mocks the projects of men, and de- 
** lights to build up and then pull down, has led us about, thus far,— 
** to fixe ian 4 of the Campaign*’ (not quite ended yet, if we knew). “The 
AttStrkns are girt-in by the Elbe on this side; 1 have had two im- 
Magazines of theirs in Bohemia destroyed** (Klcist’s doing). 
Ukotw hav/ been some bits of fighting {a^mres)^ that have turned 
to oot advantage:—so that I am in hopes of forcing M. Daun 
the Elbe, to abandon Dresden, and to take the road for 
Bohemia. 

** 1 talk to you, Madam, of what I am surrounded with; of what, 
beiog in y#at ndghbourhood, may perhaps have gained your atten- 
Hon. 1 Pould go to much greater length, if my heart dared to explain 
** itself on tha sentiments of admiration, gratitude and esteem, with 
** which I am,—Madam my Cousin,—Your most faithful Cousin, 
** Fiieid and Servant,-—‘F,** 

a. 

** Freybejg, i8ih December 1759. 

Madam,—You spoil me so by your indulgence, you so accustom 
** me to have obligations to you, that I reproach myself a hundred times 
with this presumption. Certainly I should not continue to enclose 
these Letters to your care, had not I the hope that pcihaps the Cor- 
rcspondence may be of some use to England, and even to Em ope,— 
without doubt Peace is the desirable, the natural and happy state 
** fpr ^\l Nations. It is to accelerate Peace, Madam, that 1 abuse 
yo'** generosities. This motive excuses me to myself for the nicon- 
gruity oPrjy procedures. ^ 

‘^^'he goodness you have to take interest in my situation obliges 
” mp lo gije you some account of it. We have undergone all sorts of 
jdoi&fortahp here” (Maxen, what not), “at the moment wc weie least 
“ expeetk^ them- Nevertheless, there remain-s to us courage aod 
“hope} hereAuxiliaries*’ (Hereditary Prince and 12,000) “on the 
** poiftt PI ariMng; there is reason to think that the end of our Cam- 
** be frightful than seemed likely three weeks ago. May 

“ you, Madfiifi, enjoy all the happiness that I wish you. iMay all the 
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“ world become acquainted with your virtues, imit^e them, Hjd- 
mire you as I do. May you be persuader! that . V , —F.” 

3 - 

« Fteybeig, i6U» February *760. 

“ Madam,—It is to my great Sr^ret that I importune Ydnr High' 

‘ ness so often with my Letters. Your bounties, J^dam, have spoiled 
* me ; —it will teach you to be more chary of them to others. I re- 
‘ gard you as an estimable Friend, to whose friendship I have reeourse 
‘ in straits. The question is still Peace, Madam ; and were not the 
‘ object of my importunities so beautiful. Madam, Z should be hieS' 

‘ cusable.”—Goes then into practical considerations, about ‘’CoOcei^” 
(Kill’s Aide-de-Camp, once Keith’s, who carries this Le|tar}, afeont a 
‘ Herr von Edelsheim,” a “Bailli de Froulay,” and the pOs^le 
Conditions of Peace,”—not of consequence to us just now.* 

As to Voltaire again, and the new Friedrich-Voltaire .Style 
of Correspondence, something more of detail will be' retjttisite. 
Ever since the black days of 17 5 7, when poor WUhelmipa, with 
Rossbach and Leuthen still hidden from her in a future gloofeny 
as death, desperately brought Voltaire to bear upon, Cart^Utal 
Tencin in this matter, without success, there has been a Hnd 
of regular corresponding between Voltaire and Friedrich^ cha" 
racteristic on both sides. A pair of Lovers hopelessly estranged 
and divorced ; and yet, in a sense, unique and priceless to one 
another. The Past, full of heavenly radiances, which issued, 
alas, in flames and sooty conflagrations as of Erebus,'—let us 
forget it, and be taught by it! The Past is painful, and has been 
too didactic to some of us; but here still is the Present with its 
Future; better than blank nothing. Pleasant to hear the sound 
of that divine voice of my loved one, were it only in common* 
place remarks on the weather,—perhaps intermixed with secret 
jibings on myself:—let us hear it while we can, amid those 
world-wide crashing discords and piping whirlwinds of war. 

Friedrich sends his new Verses or light Proses, which he is 
ever and anon throwing-off; Voltaire sends his, mostly in print, 
and of more elaborate turn; they talk on matters tha|.are pass¬ 
ing I'oimd them, round this King, the centre of thdh),—'Fried¬ 
rich usually in a rather swaggering way (lest his Correspondent 
think of blabbing), and always with somethmg of banter audible 
in him as has Voltaire too, but in a finer tone, being 

//f /'Wiferic, xviii. i74» 17172 Correspondence on this ^tubject l«tt& 
from 22d ScPWtnbcr to SiHMay 17O0: id, pp, 170-186, In final of 

8tli MaV ih tkc phrisc, hardlr worth restoring to its real owiter«*hi®. thoi^ tha con¬ 
text considerably redeems it chore,—'*the prejudice 1 can't get n<| ofi that* wkr, 
Dm* fst iffs ffros escadron$, ” 
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always femalethis pretty duct of parted lovers. It rarely 
comes to any scolding between them; but there is or can be 
nothing of cordiality. Nothing, except in the mutual admira¬ 
tion, which one perceives to be ipncere on both sides; and also^ 
in the mutual practical estrangement: Nothi^^g more of you,— 
especially oi you. Madam,—as a practical domestic article!" 

After long reading, with Historical views, in this final sec¬ 
tion of the Friedrich-Voltaire Correspondence, at first so barren 
Otherwise and of little entertainment, one finds that this too, 
when once you can “read" it (that is to say, when the scene 
and its details are visible to you), becomes highly dramatic, 
Shakspearean-comic or more, for this is Nature's seh, who far 
excels even Shakspeare;—and that the inextricably dark con¬ 
dition of jthese Letters is a real loss to the ingenuous reader, 
and especially to the student of Friedrich. Among the fre¬ 
quently-recurring topics, one that oftenest turns-up on Vol¬ 
taire's side is that of Peace : Oh, if your Majesty would but 
make Peace! Does it depend on me ? thinks Friedrich always; 
and ii§, at last, once provoked to say so: 

Friedrich to Voltaire. 

'Reich-Hcnnersdoii, ad July 1759’ (shortly before SchmOttselfen, 
while waiting Daun’s slow movements). 

Asking me for Peace; there is a hitter joke !”—(In verse, this; 
flings-off a handlul of crackers on the Bten-Aiml, whose Chamberlain 
you are, on the Jlon^yoise qu'il adore, on. the Russian que fabhorre ;— 
then continues in prose); 

“ It is to him/' the Well-beloved Louis, “that you must address 
“ yourself, or to his Amboise in Petticoats” (his Pompadour, acting 
the Cardinal-Premier on this occasion). “But these people have 
“ their heads filletl with ambitious projects: these people are the diffi- 
* ‘ culty 5 they wish to be the sovereign arbiters of sovereigns;—and 
“ that is what persons of my way of thinking wall by no means put-up 
“ with. 1 love Peace quite as much as you could wish; but I want 
it good, solid and honourable. Socrates or Plato would have thought 
“ as I dc^on this subject, had they found themselves placed in tlfe 
“ accursed position which is now mine in the world. 

“ Think you there is any pleasure in leading this dog ol a life” 
(chieune, fto-dog)? “In seeing and causing the butchery of people 
“ you know nothing of; in losing daily those you do know and love; 
“ in seeing perpetually your reputation exposed to the caprices of 
“ chancre ; in passing year after year in disquietudes and apprehensions; 
in risking, without end, your life and your fortune? • 

“ I knoweright well the value of tranquillity, the sweets of society, 

VOL. vni. • s 
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the charms of life; and I love to be happy, as n^ach as anybody 
whatever. But much as I desire these blessings, I will not purchase 
“ them by basenesses and infamies. Philosophy enjoins us t6 do oar 
''duty; faithfully to serve our Country, at the price of our blood, of 
** our repose, and 9^ every sacrifice that can be required of us. The 
illustrious Zadr^-wuni through a good many adventures which were 
not to his taste, ('afididr the like; and nevertheless look their mis- 
fortune in patience. What finer example to follow than that those 
“ heroes ? 

'‘Take my word, our ‘curt jackets* ns you call them’* {koM^ 
kourtis^ peculiar to the Prussian soldier at that time), “are as good 
“ as your red heels, as the liungarian pelisses, and the^freen frocks 
“ of the Koxelans” (Ru'ssians). “ We are actually on the heels of the 
“ latter” (at least poor Dohna is, and poor Dictator Wedell will be, 
not with the effect anticipated!)—“who by their stupidities give us 
fine chance. You will sec 1 shall got out of the scraps this YciSr 
“ too, and deliver myself Ixjth from the Greens and the Dirty-Whites** 
^Austrian colour of coat). “ My neighbour of the Saftred Hfiit,—I 
' think, in spite of Holy Father’s benediction, the Holy <^holt must 
“ have inspired him the reverse way; he seems to have wgreat deal 
“ of lead in his bottom. * * 

Voltaire in answer. 

•The D<Slices/ guc.ssed to be some tune in ‘August 1759/ 

•* In whatever slate you are, it is very certain that you are a great 
“ man. It is not to weary your Majesty that 1 now write ; it is to 
“ confess myself,—on condition you will give me absolution 1 I have 
“ betrayed you; that is the fact”—(really guilty this time, and hax^e 
.shown something of your waiting ; as your Majesty, oh how unjustly, 
is often suspecting that I do, and with mischievous intention, instead 
of good, ah, Sire !)—‘ In fact, I have received that fine “ Marcm An^ 
“ relhts^^ Letter’ (Letter we have just read); ‘ exquisite Piece, though 
‘ with biting ^uvn/ar' qualities in it too; and have shown it, keeping 
‘ back tbe‘biting parts, to a beautiful gillflirt of the Court, minaudih'd 
(who seems to be a Mistress of CboiseuPs), ‘ who is here attending 

* Tissot for her health: fninaudi^re charmed with it; insists on my 

• sending it to Choiseul, “ He admires the King of Prussia, ast^g does 
t all nobleness and genius; send it!” And I did so;—and^ look here, 
‘ what an Answer from Choiseul’ {Answer lost): ‘ and mtxKy it not have 
‘ a fine effect, and perhaps bring Peace—Oh, forgive me, Sire. But 
*read that Note of the great man. “Try if you can decipher his 
“ writing. One may have very honest sentiments, and a great of 

er/rfr, and yet write Hke a cat.”—’~ 

“ Sire, there Wiis once a lion and a mouse (rat) ; the mouse fell 
“ in love with the lion,, and went to pay him court. The lion, tired 
“ of it, gavediim a little scrape with his paw. The mouse windrow 

3 * CEuvres de Frtdtrti\ xxiii. 53. 
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into his ihousihole {souririh'e ); but he still loved the lion; and seeing 
one day a net they were spreading out to catch the lion and kill him, 
** he gnawed asunder one mesh of it. Sire, the mouse kisses very 
humbly your beautiful claws, in^ll subniissiveness:—he will never 
die between two Capuchins, as, at Bile, the mastiff (dogue) of St. 
Jdalb has done” (iyth July last). “ He would have wished to die 
beside his lion. Believe that the mouse was more attached than the 

To which we saw the Answer, pair of Answers, at Sagan, in 
)$Opteihli^r last. This Note from Choiseul, conveyed by Vol- 
tltire, appears to have been the trifling well-spring from which 
aH those wide-spread waters of Negotiation flowed, Pitt, when 
applied to, on the strength of Friedrich's hopes from this small 
l>0cumenit of Choiseurs, was of course ready, “How welcome 
chS-hce of a just Peace!*' and agreed to the Joint Decla¬ 
ration it the Hague; and took what farther trouble I know 
# ^ ■ 

, jWt,—^ptobably less sanguine of success than Friedrich, Fried- 

iiclh was^ardently industrious in the affair; had a great deal of 
i^evising and directing on it, a great deal of corresponding with 
Volt^re and the Duchess, only small fractions of which are now 
left. He searched-out, or the Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha did it 
for him, a proper Secret Messenger for Paris: Secret Messenger, 

! |me Baron von Edelsheim, properly veiled, was to consult a cer¬ 
tain BailH de Froulay, a friend of Friedrich’s in Paris;—which 
ii ’val-hearted Bailli did accordingly endeavour there; but inade- 
out nothing* Only much vague talking; part of it, or most of 
it, subdolous on Choiseul’s side, Pitt would hear of no Peace 
Which did not include Prussia as well as England: some said 
this was the cause of failure;—the real cause was that Choi- 
Settl never had any serious intention of succeeding. Light Choi¬ 
seul, a cl^er man, but an unwise, of the sort called “ dashing,” 
had entertained the matter merely in the optative form,—and 
when it came nearer, wished to use it for making mischief be- 
twe^ Pitt and Friedrich, and for worming-out Edelsheim^ 
.Rivets, if •he had any,—for which reason he finally threw 
Edelsheito into the Bastille for a few days,^® 

AbbSf the end of March I guess it to have been that Choi- 
Stttuh way of wprming-out poor Edelsheim's secrets. Hung 
into the Bastille for a day or two. Already in December 
fnregmhg, we have seen Choiseul’s Black-Artist busy upon the 

8' CBtffiM'cs dc xxiii. 59, 6 d. ^ . 

‘ 86 In OSwrres de Frederic, v. 38'4i, detailed aceduut of the Aifair. 
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Stolen Edition of Friedrich’s Verses. A Chofiseul in¬ 

trigues ; adroit enough, ambitious enough ; restlessly industri¬ 
ous in making mischief, if there were nothing else to be made; 
who greatly disgusted Friedricfi?, now and afterwards. 

And this was Chat the grand Voltaire Pacification came to, 
though it filled the world with temporary noise, and was so in¬ 
teresting to Voltaire and another. What a heart-affecting gene¬ 
rosity, humility and dulcet pathos in that of the poor Mouse 
gnawing asunder a mesh of the Lion’s net! There is a gt>pd 
deal of that throughout, on the Voltaire side,—that is to say, 
while writing to Friedrich. But while writing q/h\h\, to third 
parties, sometimes almost simultaneously, the contrast of styles 
is not a little startling ; and the beautiful affectionately-chirp¬ 
ing Mouse is seen suddenly to be an injured Wild-cal with its 
fur up. All readers of Voltaire are aware of this ; and how 
Voltaire handles his (mysterious nicknamfe iox King 

Friedrich), when Luc’s back is turned. For alas, there is nO 
man or thing but has its wrong^side too; least of all, a Vol¬ 
taire,—doing treble voice withal, if you consider it, in sfiich a 
Duet of estranged Lovers! Suppose we give these few Speci¬ 
mens,—treble mostly, and a few' of bass as well,—to illustrate 
the nature of this Duet, and of the noises that went on round 
it, in a war-convulsed world? And first of all, concerning the 
enigma “What is Luc ?” 

What the Luc in Voltaire is ! Shocking explanations have been 
hit upon; but Wagniere {Wagner, an intelligent Swiss man), Voitaire^s 
old Secretary, gives this plain reading of the riddle: * M. de Voltaire 
' had, at The Delices^ (near by Ferney, till the Ch6.teau got built), ■ a 
^ big Ape, of excessively mischievous turn; who used to throw stones 
' at the passers-by, and sometimes would attack with its teeth friend 
‘ or foe alike. One day it thrice over bit M, de Voltaire’s own leg. 

‘ He had called it Luc (Luke); and in conversation with select friends, 

* as also in Letters to such, he sometimes designated the King of Prussia 
\hy that nickname: “ f/e is like my Luc here; bites, w'hoe^jpr cqf^esses 

* him r’—In 1756 M. de Voltaire, having still on his heafi the Frankr 

* furt Outrage, wrote curious Afemoires^ (ab, yes, VieFnvle)\ ‘and after- ' 
‘ wards wished to burn tlient; but a Copy bad been stolen fkom him in 

‘ 1768,’—and they still afllict the poor wwld. 

To the Same effect speaks Johannes von Miiller: ‘ Voltaire had an 
‘ Ape called Luc ; and the spiteful man, in thus naming the King, 

‘ meant to stigmatise him as the mere ape of greater men; as one with- 
‘ out any greatness of his own.’—No; Luc vvas misej^ievous, flung 
stones after passengers; had, according to Clogenson, ‘bitten Voltaire 
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liimself, while ]|eing caressed by him that was the analogy in Vol¬ 
taire's mind, Preuss says, this Nickname first occurs ^ i ath December 
1757.’ Suppose 11th December to have been the day of getting one's 
leg bitten thrice over; and that, iiijbed next morning,—stiff, smarting, 
fretful against the sad ape-tricks and offences of this life,—before getting 
up to one’s Works and Correspondences, the angr^ similitude had shot, 
sbghtly fulgurous and consolatory, athwart the gloom of one’s mood 
That will account for Luc. 

Many of the Voltaire-Friedrich Letters are lost; and the remainder 
lie in sad disorder in all the Editions, their sequence unintelligible 
without lengthy explanation. So that the following Snatches cannot 
well be aiT^ged here in the way of Choral Strophe and Antistrophe, 
as would have been desirable. We shall have to group them loosely 
under heads; with less respect to date than to subject-matter, and to 
the reader’s convenience for understanding them. 

Voltaire on Friedrich, to different Third-Parties, during 
ft this War. 

To jyArgental (Has not yet heard of Leuthen, which happened five 
days before). have tasted the vengeance of consoling the 

King of Prussia, and that is enough for me. He goes beating on 
" the^ne side, and getting beaten on the other; except for another 
^‘ miracle” (like Rossbach), *'he will be ruined. Better have really 
been a philosopher, as he pretended to be. ”2* 

To the Reverend Comte de Semis (outwardly still our flourishing 
Prime-Minister, by grace of Pompadour, but soon to be extinguished 
under a Red Hat. Date is six days before Zorndorf), ♦ • •• I can- 
not imagine how some people have gone into suspecting that my 
heart might have the weakness to lean a little towards whom you 
know, towards my Ingrate that was ! One is bound to have polite¬ 
ness; but one has memory as well;—and one is attached, as warmly 
as superfluously, to the Good Cause, which it belongs only to you to 
defend. Certain it is, poor I am not like the three-fourths of the 
Germans in these days”(since Rossbach, above all)! “I have every¬ 
where seen Ladies’-Fans with the Prussian Eagle painted on them, 
eat^ the Fleur-de-Lis ; the Hanover Horse giving a kick to M. de 
Ricnelie§’fi bottom; a Courier carrying a bottle of Queen-of-Hunga:^ 
Water to Madame de Pompadour. My Nieces shall certainly not 
have that fashion of Fans, at my poor little Dilices, whither I am 
just retufliing.”®* 

7 h Madame d^Argetttal (on occasion ot Mindem Kunersdorf three 

^ Lofigeh^p et Wagni^, Mimoires, i. 34; Johannes von Mfiilcr, Werke 
(xame, Stuttgart, rSaib xxxi. 1^0 {L^iUrs ta hts Brother^ No. 218, ' July*i796*) ; 
Cl^ansoa'a Note, in Volta:irc. ixxvii. X03; Preuss, ii. 71. 

» CEuvres d^Voltairc, Ixxvii. 139 (*The D<Jlices, loth December 1757 
^ W Ib, bpeyU; 35 (‘Soleure, 19th August 1758*). 
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clays ago, but not yet heard of). * * “ Tn\ly, Madji^e, M. da 

“ Contades leads: to the Imtchery all the descendants of onr ancient 
** chevaliers, and sets them to attack eighty pieces of cannon” (not in 
the least, if yon knew it; the rc^^erse, If you knew 
Quixote did the windmills ! This horrible day pierces my Sibub I 
“ am French to excfss, especially since those new favours*^ (hot wortH 
mentioning here), ‘Svhich I owe to my divine Angels and to M. te 
” Due de Cboiseul. 

” Luc,—you know who Luc is” (as do we),—“is probably givin| 

“ Battle to the Austrians and Russians” {Kunersdorf^ izth; thr^edays- 
ago, did it, and was beaten to your mind), “at the moment white Jf 
“ have the honour of writing to you; at least, he told me 
“ Royal intention. If they beat him, as may happen, what shame 
“ for us to have been beaten by the Duke of Brunswick ! I wisdt yotl 
“ knew this Duke” (as I have done; a Duke of no esprit^ no gift ql.:; 
longue, in fact no talent at all that I could discern), “ you* would’ be 
“ much astonished ; and would say, ‘ The people whom he beats must 
“ be great blockheads.’ The truth of the fact is, that all these troops . 
“ are better-disciplined than ours:”^*^—Yes indeed, my esteemed Vol¬ 
taire; and also, perhaps, that esprit^ or gift of tongue, is ni;it the sote ^ 
gift for Battles and Campaigns?— 

7 o D^Argental (seventh day after Kunersdorf; * mouse upon^ lion’s 
net’ nearly contemporaneous). “ At last, then, I think my Russians 
“ must be near Great Glogau” (might have been, one thinks, after such 
a Kunersdorf; did not start for a month yet; never qould get very 
near at all). “ Who would have thought that Barbarina” ' 

Dancer once; sent to Glogau, Cocceji and she, when their ifiarriage 
became public) “ was going to be besieged by the RussiaitSj and in 
“ Glogau: Oh Destiny!— 

“ I don’t love Luc, far from it: I never will pardon htei Ws ixir 
“ fanious procedure with my Niece” (at Frankfurt that tpsae) j “ nor 
“ the face he has to write me flattering things twice a month; vvdtbout 
having ever repaired his uTongs. I desire much his ehtfro hnndVm- 
“ tipn, the chastisement of the sipner; whether his eternal damnation) 

“ I don’t quite know.”®* (Hear, hear!)— 

To wne (a month after Maxen: “Peace” Negotiation very 
lively). * * “ ifeanwhile, if Luc could be punishetl this 

“ happy Peace ! If, by this last stroke of General . 

Dierecke at Meissen, 4th Decqipber, capture of pierecjtc I(f0p ;; 

stroke not. of an overwhelming nature, but let u's*W thankfel'foy out 
mercies), “which has opened the road from the Lausilz to Berlin” 
(al^, in the least), “some could pay Berlin a visit again! 

“ Ypu sei?, in Trc^edy I wish always to have crime punished- 

“ Tbete is talk of : a great Battle fought the 6th” (not a word cf 

CEavres de yoltam, Ixxviii. i86, 187 B^lices, vsfti ' 

W Ibi lxxviiL X 9 S (*f9th August 1759*)* 
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^th itt ‘‘b^ween Luc and him of the Consecrated swd to 
teve t^n VCTy murderous. I interest myself very much in this 
*‘;;JPi?ce’’^^w playmjg under the Sim. “ Whenever the Austrians have 
‘^ ^y ^v^ntt^e, Kaunitz says to Madam de Beiitinck” (litigant wan- 
dirang 1 -^y, known to me at Berl^ and elsewhere), ** * Write that to 
<^r Voltaire/ Whenever Luc has the kpast success, he tells 

me, ^ I have battered the oppressors of mankind/ Dear Angel, in 
thjE^e horrors I am the only one that has room to laugh:—and yet I 
don’t latigh either; owing to the Cnls-Nairs'^ (base crockery; one^s 
J^inner Plate all vanished^**’^), “ to the Annuities, lotteries, and to Pon- 
**.dichery,—-for I am always afraid about that latter!’* (Going, that, 
for certain; going, gone, and your East Indies along with it!)“® 


T0 Perpetual Secretary Formey (in forwarding a ‘ Letter left with 
7 me’). '^ H^lth and peace, Monsieur; and hQ SecrJtaireFternel. Your 
King is^isilways a man unique, astonishing, inimitable. He makes 
cbanning verses, in times when another could not write a line of 
prosfs; fee deserves to be happy: but will he be so? And it not, 
“ what becomes of you ? For my onm part, I will not die between 
V two Capuchins, Hardly worth while, exalting one’s soul for such a 
^ure & that. What a stupid and detestable farce this world is I”®* 


7 b D'Argental (“ Peace” Negotiations still at their briskest). * ® 
“ But, my dear Angel, you will see on Tuesday the great man who 
has tuiped my head (dont je suis fozt)^ M. le Due de Choiseul. The 
Letters he honours me with enchant me. God will bless him, don’t 
doubt it,”—after all! “ We have at Pondichery a Lally, a devil of 
“ an Irish spirit,T“who will cost me, sooner or later, above 20,000 
“ livres annually” (have rents in onr India Company^ say 1,000/. a year, 
as my Angels know), “ which used to be the readiest item of my Pit- 
tance. But M. le Due de Choiseul will triumph over Luc in one 
“ M^ay or x^er; then what joy I I suppose he shows you my imper- 
tinent reveries. Do you know, Luc is so mad, that I don’t despair 
“ of bringing him to reason” (persuading him to give-up Cieve, and 
knuckle as he should, in this Peace Affair). “That were what I 
should call tlie true Comedy! I should like to have your advices 
“ on the conduct of that Dramatic Piece,’*®® 

#he late “mouse” gnawing its mesh of net, what a subtle and 
^^hty has it grown! This of Cl^ve, however, and of knuck- 

iling, yraiuld not dp. Hear the stiif Answer that comes: “ ‘Conditions 
“ ofPeac^’ do you call them? The people that propose such can have 
no wim to see Peace. What a logic theirs! ‘I might yield the 
■ bf Clfeve, because the inhabitants are stupid*! What would 

‘‘ your J^imsters say if one required the Province of Champag^ne from 
* W SufejA# P‘■ 

• ' •* (Evtfrrs de Voltaire^ Ixxviti. 346 (‘aad Dec. 1759*). • ^ 

^ lb. Ixxvijl 348 (from Seuvettirs d*un CUoyeHy L 302), * nth Jan. X760.' 

» (Muvre&ae roUaire, Ixxviii. 375 ('DtSUces, 15th February 1760'),^ 
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them, because the Proverb says, Ninety-nine sheeppand one Gham- 
** pagner make a Hundred head of cattle?”"— 

Again io D^Argmtal (three or four months after; Luc having proved 
obstinate, and still unsuccessful), ^ ^ “I conjure you make use of aO 
** your eloquence to tell him” (the supreuie Due de Choiseul), that 
** if Luc misgo, it ^ill be no misfortune to France. That Bidden- 
** burg will always remain an Electorate; that it is good there be no 
** Elector in it strong enough to do without the protection of our King; 
** and that all the Princes of the Empire will always have recourse to 
‘‘that august protection” (Most Christian Majesty’s) contraraqtdlti 

grifagnay —were the Prussian Kingship but abolished. Nota bent^ if 
“Luc were discomfited this Year, wq should have JPeace next 
“ Winter. 


7 b supreme CbotseuI {aLjcoxIaier), ^ ® “ He has been a bad man, 
“ this Luc; and now, if one w^ere to bet,—^l^y the law of probability 
“ it would be 3 to I that Luc will go to pot {sera perdu), with his 
“ rhymings and his banterings, and his injustices and politics, all as 
bad as himself.”" 

Voltaire on surrounding Objects, chiefly on Mauperiuis, and 

the Battles. 

To UAlembert (in the Rossbach-Leuthen interval: on-the Battle 
oiBreslau, aad November 1757; called by the Austrians “a Malpla* 
quet,” and believed by Voltaire to be a Malplaquet and mpre). * ® 
“The Austrians do avenge us, and humble us” (us, and our miserable 
Rossbachs), “in a terrible manner. Thirteen attacks on the Prussian 
‘ intrenchments, lasted six hours; never was Victory bloodier, or more 
“ horribly beautiful ”(in the brain of certain men). “We pretty French 
“ fellows, we are more expeditious, our job is done in five minutes. 
“ The King of Prussia is always writing me Verses, now like a despe- 
“ rado, now like a hero; and as forme, I try to live like a philosopher 
“ in my hermitage. He has obtained what he always wished; to beat 
“ the French, to be admired by them, to mock them; but the Austrians 
“ are mocking him in a very serious way. Our shame of November 5th 
“has given him glory; and with such glory, which is but transient 
“ and dearly bought, he must content himself. He will lose hiseown 
“•Countries, with those he has seized, unless the FreneJ^ ^ain disr 
“cover” (which they will) “the secret of losing all their Armies, as 
‘‘they did in 1741.”" , © 

To Clmraut, ike Mathemaiician (Maupertuis lately deid), ‘ An ex-. 

Frifldricb. to Voltaire, * Freybcrg, 3d April 1760 OSuvres de Ffidirjk:^ xxiti 

y3»74- 

CEtevresde Voltaire, Isxix. no (' July 1760’). 

** Ib. ixxx. 3i3('Chfiteau de Fcrney, 13th July 1761’). c 

® Ib. Ixxy^. 133-4 ('Dailies, 6th December 1757,'day after LeutnenX 
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' ^ ctllejatTrAatis^ this you have sent me, Monsieur V “Your war with 
the GeOaneters on the subject of this Comet appears to me like a war 
** of the gods in Olympus, while on Earth there is going on a light of 
‘^'dogs and cats,” ^ ® “Would Heaven our friend Moreau-Mau- 
pertuis had cultivated his art hke you! That he had predicted 
“ comets, instead of exalting his soul to predict t]fe future; of dissect- 
** ing the brains of giants to know the nature of the soul; of japanning 
** people with pitch to cui'e them of every malady; of persecuting 
** Konig; and of dying between Two Capuchins” (dead three weeks 
ago, on those terms, poor soul) 

(a week later). ^ What say you of Maupertuis 
dying between two Capuchins I He was ill, this long while, of a 
** repletion of pride; but I had not reckoned him either a hypocrite or 
an imb^ile. I don^t advise you ever to go and fill his place at 
“ Berlin ; »you would repent that. I am Astolpho warning Roger 
“ (Ruggiero) not to trust himself to the Enchantress Alcina; but Roger 
** was unadvisable.”^^ 

To the same (two years later: Luc, on certain grounds, may as well 
be savcdf. “With regard to Luc, though I have my just causes of 
** angiN* against him, I own to you, in my quality of Frenchman and 
** thinking being, I am glad that a certain most Orthodox House has 
** not swaUow^ Germany, and that the Jesuits are not confessing in 
Berlin. Over towards the Danube superstition is very powerful.” 
* ® *The —^‘You are well aware that I speak of super- 

“ stition only; for as,to the Christian religion, I respect and love it, 
“ like you. Courage, Brethren! Preach with force, and write with 
“ address : God will bless you.—Protect, you my Brother, the Widow 
“ Calas all you can! She is a poor weak-minded Huguenot, but her 
“ Husband was the victim of the White Penitents. It is the concern 
“ of Human Nature that the Fanatics of Toulouse be confounded,” 
(The case of Calas, second act of it, getting on the scene: a case still 
memorable to everybody. Stupendous bit of French judicature; and 
Voltaire’s noblest outburst, into mere transcendant blaze of pity, virtu¬ 
ous wrath, and determination to bring rescue and help against the 
ivhole world. )<* 

FrMtf^ich to Voltaire^ before and during these Peace 

Negotiations. 

At ScMfnbttseifen, five days before Zullichau^ ten days before that hunt 
offoudon and Haddick (Voltaire, under rebuke for indiscretion, has 
whimpering a little. ‘ My discreet Niece burnt those last verses, 
Sire; no danger there, at least!' Truculent Bishop Something-dir tried 

^ F(9//a*>r, Ixxviii. t9i {‘D^lices, jgth August 1759'). 

Ib. j^pevuj. 197 (‘Deiices, 25th Au^st 1759’). 

Ib. l^viii. 52, 53 (*Ferney, 28th November 
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to attack your Majesty; but was done-for bj a certiuirper^a)^': 
rich answers: ‘*In tru^, you are a singular creature/ Whi^l^ I tiiuk 
“ of scolding you, you say two words, and the reproac^ espii^. Im- 
possible to scold you, even when you deserve it” P' P 
‘'As to your Niece, let her bum me or roast me, I care littlet Nor 
“ are you to think lae so sensitive to what your Bishops in m or 
“ may say of me. I have the lot of all actors who play in pul^ic ; ap- 
“ plauded by some, despised by others. One must prepare oU^t^f for 
“ satires, for calumnies, for a multitude of lies, which will sent 
“ abroad into currency against one: but need that trouble my traur 
“ quillity? I go my road; I do nothing against the interior voice of* 
“ my conscience; and I concern myself very little in what lyay my 
“ actions paint themselves in the brain of beings, not alwuyi veiT Aink- 
“ ing, with two legs and without feathers.”** 

Ipiisdruf, just bejore Maxm (an exultant exuberant curious 
Letter; too long for insertion,—part of it given above). ? f ,/‘For 
“ your Tragedy of SocreUe^ thanks. At Paris they are going tO bpiB it, 

“ the wretched fools,—not aware that absurd fanaticism i^theit donuh- 
“ ant vice. Better bum the dose of medicine, however, t han the useful 
“ Poctor. I, can I join myself to that set? If I Wte you, asjrott com- 
“ plain, it is without my knowledge. But I am surrounded with 
“ mies, one hitting me, another pricking me, another daubing nfc with 
“ mud;—^patience at last yields, and one flies abroad into a general 
“ rage, top indiscriminate perhaps. ” 

‘You talk of my Verses on Rossbach’ (my Adim to the tiot^ers on 
finding their Bridge burnt**}. ‘'This Campaign I have had no beattfic 
“ vision, in the style of Moses. The barlmrous Cossacks and Tartars, 

” infamous to look at on any side, have burnt and ravagedJ^tM^tries, 

“ and committed atrocious inhumanities. This is all 1 saw ^ them. 
“Such melancholy spectacles don’t tend to raise Qne’»" i^iri 
(Breaks-ofFinto metre:) La Fortune imomtante et fitre^ Fortune in- 
“ constant and proud Does not treat her suitors Always in an equal 
“ manner. Those fools called heroes, who run the country, 

“ Ces/ous notnmts hiros^ et gui courent tes 
** Couwrts de sang si de paussitrs^ 

*‘ yotteurSf t£ont pas tous les ans 
** L(i faveur de voir le derritre 
** De leurs enftemis insotents, 

“•Can’t expect that pleasure every year I ® P 

* Matipertuis, say you?’ “Don’t trouble me asnes oixne aeaof . 
“ let the grave at least put an end to your unju$^ hatreds. 

** that even Kir^s make peace after long battling; catmof you ever 
** make it ? I think you would be capable, like Orpheus, of d.^cendcv 
“ ing to Hell, not to soften Pluto and bring back your beautiful J^iilCj!' 

“ but to poTiitie into th|t Abode of Woe an enemy Vdiom your wrath 

• »■ ■” 

*3 S SchmdttseifdQ, i8th JRuly X739 ;* CEuvres de Fridiric^ xxui. 55» 56* 

** Supdi, vol. vii p. 246. ^ ; > >. 
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” bas only too u^ch persecuted in the world: for thamv!”**—and re¬ 
bukes him, more tha» once elsewhere, in very serious terms. 

In Winier-quarteriy on Pectce and the Stolen hdiUon- (Starts in 
verse, whicli we abridge:) ‘ With i^w many laurels you have covered 
^ yourself in all the fields of Literature ! One laurel yet is wanting to 
‘ the brow of Voltaire, If, as the crown of so mally perfect works, he 

* could by a skilful manoeuvre bring back Peace, J, and Lurope with 

* me, would think that his masterpiece!’ (Takes to prose:) 

This is my thought and ail Isurope’s. Vhgil made as fine Verses 
** as you; but never made a Peace. It will be a distinction you 
“ will have over all your brethren ot Parnassus, if you succeed. 

“ I knoy not who has betrayed me, and thought of printing*’ (the 
Ediiion you, surely !) ** a pack of rhapsodies which were good 
” enough to amuse myself, but were never meant fpr publication. After 
** all, I am so used to treacheries and bad manoeuvres,"—what matters 
this insigni^cant one ? 

I know not who the Bredow is” (whom you speak of having met); 
" but he has^old you true. The sword and death have made fright* 
“ fill ravages among us. And the worst is, we are not yet at the end 
” of tj?e Ijegedy. You may judge what effect these cniel shocks made 
on me, l vn*ap myself in my stoicism, the best I can. Flesh and 
** bio<A revolt against such tyrannous command; but it must be fol- 
“ loM’ed, If you saw me, you would scarcely know me again: I am 
“ old, broken, gray-headed, wrinkled; I am losing my teeth and my 
“ gaiety; if this go on, there will be nothing of me left, but the mania 
“ of making verses, and an inviolable attachment to my duties and to 
“ the fcM^ virtuous men whom I kuow.’’^** 


In Wtnter-quatters, a month late^^ (comes still on “Peace” again). 
• • ** I will have you paid that bit of debt” (perhaps of postage or 

the Hke)» “that Louis of the Mill {Louis at Fontenoy, 

who got upon a Windmill with his Dauphin, and caught that nick¬ 
name front the common men) “may have wherewithal to make war on 
“ me. Add tenth-penny tax to your tax of twentieth-penny; impose 
** new capitations, make titular offices to get money; do, in a word, 
whatever you like. In spite of all your efforts, you will not get 4 
** Peace signed by my hands, except on conditions honourable to my 
** Nation. Your people, blown-up with self-conceit and folly* may de- 
** pAd pm these words. Adieu, live happy; and while you make jjll 
** your enoils to destroy Prussia, think that nobody has less deserved 
It than I, either of you or of your French,”*’ 

Still ff IVintm^^quariers (on “Peace” still; but begiiis with “Mau- 
perttus,” wWch is all we vrill give). “ What rage animates you against 
“ Maupertuis? You accuse him of having pubHshed that Furtive Edt- 
“ Know that his Copy, well sealal by him, arrived here after 


•* CEwtwff d€ Fridiricy xxiii. 61-65 (* Wilsdruf, X7th November r759')i 
^ lb. xitiik 60 FFreyberg, a4th Feb. 17^'). 

^ lb* xxiii 7a t'Freybcrg, aoth March 1760’)• 
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his death, and that he was incapable of “such fn indiscretion.” 
(Breaks into verse:) 


" Leave in peace the cold ashes of Maupertuis: 

** Truth can defend him,^.nd will. 

His sotii w'as faithful and noble; 

** He pardoned you that scandalous Akakia (r/ vU lihelli 

**Que mtre/ureur criminelle 

** f*rit soin chez moi de grijff'oner') \ he did• 

** And you ? Shame on such delirium as Voltaire’s 1 
** What, this beautiful, what, this grand genius, 

** Whom 1 admired with transport, 

** Soils himself wnth calumny, and is ferocious on the dead? 
** Flocking together, in the air uttering cries of jey, 

“Vile ravens pounce-down upon sepulchres, 

'‘And make their prey of corpses 


Blush^ repent, alasl 


These Specimens will suffice. '‘The King of Prussia ?’* Vol¬ 
taire would sometimes say: “He is as potent and as i^alignant 
as the Devil; but he is also as unhappy, not knowing friend¬ 
ship,”—having such a chance, too, with some of us! 


Friedrich has sent Lord Marischal to Spain: other fond 

Hopes of Friedrich's. 

In the beginning of this Year, 1759, Marischal had 
been called out of his Neufchatel stagnancy, and launched 
into the Diplomatic field again; sent on mission into Spain, 
namely. The case was this: Ferdinand VI, of Spain (he who 
would not pay Friedrich the old Spanish debt, but sent him 
merino rams, and a jar of Queen-Dowager snuff) had fallen 
into one of his gloomy fits, and was thought to be dying ;—- 
did, in fact, die, in a state nearly mad, on the loth August fol¬ 
lowing, By Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and by all manner of 
Treaties, Carlos of Naples, his Half-Brother (Termagant’s Baby 
Carlos, whom we all knew), was to succeed him in Spain; Don 
Philip, the next Brother, now of Parma and Piacenza, was to 
follow as King in Naples,—ceding those two litigious Duchies 
t^ Austria, after all. Friedrich, vividly awake to e\'erg chalice, 
foresaw, in case of such disjunctures in Italy, good^ikelihood 
of quarrel there. And has dispatched the experienced old Ma¬ 
rischal to be on the ground, and have his eyes open. lAhrischal 
knows Spain very well; and has often said, “He left a dear 
old friend there, the Sun.” Marischal was under way, abwt 
New-year'is time; but lingered by the road, waiting^^how Fer¬ 
dinand would turn,—and having withal an import^t bhriness 
of his own, as he sauntered on. Did not arrive, 1 thitak, till 



C3«p.viil. MISCELLANEA IN WfNTER-QUARTERS. l6o 

Summer was ft hand, and his dear Old Friend coming out in 
vigour. 

August loth, 1759, Ferdinand died; and the same day Car¬ 
los became King of Spain. But,instead of giving Naples to Don 
Philip, Carlos gave it to a junior Son of his (fvn; and left poor 
Philip to content himself with Parma and Piacenza, as hereto¬ 
fore. Clear against the rights of Austria; Treaty of Aix-la- 
Chapelle is perfectly explicit on that point! Will not Austria 
vindicate its claim.? Politicians say, Austria might have re¬ 
covered not only Parma and Piacenza, but the kingdom of 
Naples itiftlf,—no France at present able to hinder it, no Spain 
ever able. But Austria, contrary to expectation, would not: a 
Country tenacious enough of its rights, real and imaginary; 
greedy enough of Italy, but of Silesia much more! The matter 
was deliberated in Council at Vienna; but the result was mag¬ 
nanimously, No. “Finish this Friedrich first; finish this Silesia. 
Nothing else till that!'* 

The^Marischal’s legationary function, therefore, proved a 
sinecsire; no Carlos needing Anti-Austrian assistance from 
Friedrich or another; Austria magnanimously having let him 
alone. Doubtless a considerable disappointment to Friedrich. 
Industrious Friedrich had tried, on the other side of this affair. 
Whether the King of Sardinia, once an adventurous fighting 
kind of man, could not be stirred up, having interests involved ? 
But no; he too, grown old, devotional, apprehensive, held by 
his rosaries, and answered. No. Here is again a hope reason¬ 
able to look at, but which proves fallacious. 

Marischal continued in Spain, corresponding, sending news 
(the Prussian Archives alone know what), for nearly a couple 
of years.‘‘8 His Embassy had one effect, which is of interest 
to us here. On his way out, he had gone by London, with a 
view of getting legal absolution for his Jacobitism,—so far, at 
lea$», as^to be able to inherit the Earldom of Kintore, whi^h 
is likely te fall vacant soon. By blood it is his, were the 
lacpbite incapacities withdrawn. Kintore is a cadet branch 
of the Heiths; ‘John, younger Son of William Sixth Lord 
Marischal,’ was the first Kintore. William Sixth’s younger 
Son, yes;-—and William’s Father, a man always venerable to 

me, had ^.D. 1593) founded Marischal College, Aberdeen,— 

■ • 

Rcturhcd>'April 176a'(FriedricVs Letter to him, ' loth April 176a:* in CE'/zt/tw 
dt Fridirk^ xx 385). • 
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where, for a few, in those stefh granite CountrRs, the 0 i^et“ 
Pursuits are still possible (thank God and this Keith) 0h 
frugal oatmeal. Marischal-Coi^eg-e Keith, or Fi/ih Lord Maris- 
chal, was grandfather's grandlfather of our Potsdatn Ffiefid, 
who is tenth and^ast.'*^^ Honour to the brave and noble, now 
fallen silent under foot not of the nobler! In a wOrd^ the 
fourth Kintore was about dying childless; and Marischal had 
come by London on that heritage business. 

He carried, naturally, the best recominendationi- Bri¬ 
tannic Majesty, Pitt and everybody met hint with welcome 
and furtherance; what he wished was done, and in sdrfi a 
style of promptness and cordiality, Pitt pushing it through, as 
quite gained the heart of old Marischal. And it is not ^ubted, 
though particulars have not been published, That he s^t im¬ 
portant Spanish notices to Pitt, in these years;—and espe¬ 
cially informed him that King Carlos and the French Bourbon 
had signed a Family Compact (isth August 1761), or Solemn 
covenant, to stand-by one another as brothers. Which was 
thenceforth, to Pitt privately, an important fact, as perhaps 
we shall see; though to other men it was still only a painful 
rumour and dubiety. Whether the old Matischal inforined 
him, That King Carlos hated the English; that he never had, 
in his royal mind, forgiven that insult of Commodore Martin’s 
(watch laid on the table, in the Bay of Naples, long ago), I 
do not know; but that also was a fact. A diligent, indignant 
kind of man, this Carlos, 1 am told; by no means dn unde¬ 
serving King of Spain, though his Portraits declare him an 
ugly: we will leave him in the discreet Marischars hands, 
with the dear Old Friend shining equally on both. 

Singular to see how, in so veracious an intellect as Fried¬ 
rich's, so many fallacies of hope are constantly entertained. 
Wat in Italy, on quarrel with King Carlos; Peace wi*h FrWee 
and the Pompadour, by help of Edelsheim and thi! Baifli do 
Froulay; Peace with Russia and the inf dine fidtin^ by help of 
Eftglish briberies (Friedrich sent an agent this winter with 
plenty of English guineas, but he got no farther than tlie 
Frontia:, hot allowed e^entotry) : sometimes, as again this' 
winter,, it is hope of Penmailc joining him (in alarm against ■ 
the Russian views on Holstein; but that, too, corned to ho- 

^ Douglas's Scotch Fesrage^^^^ 44^ seq., 387 et seq. 
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thitog); albfOvei^U, there is perennially, budding-out yearly, the 
ifft^ter after every disappointment, a hope in the Grand 
Tbrk and .y® adherencies. Grand Turk, or failing him, the 
Cham of Tartary,—for certainr some of these will be got to 
fasten on the heels of Austria, of Russia; anH create a favour¬ 
able diversion? Friedrich took an immense deal of trouble 
about this latter hope. It is almost pathetic to see with what 
a fond teriacity he clings to it; and hopes it over again, every 
new Spring and Summer.®® 

The hope that an infdme Catin might die some day (for 
she is no#deep in chaotic ailments, deepish even in brandy) 
seems never to have struck him; at least there is nowhere any 
articulate hint of it,—the eagle-flight of one’s imagination 
soaring fhr above such a pettiness! Hope is very beautiful; 
and even fallacious hope, in such a Friedrich. The one hope 
that did no\ deceive him, was hope in his own best exertion 
to the very death ; and no fallacy ever for a moment slackened 
hint in that. Stand to thyself: in the wide domain of Imagi- 
nktioi!!^ there is no other certainty of help. No other certainty; 
’•^r—and yet who knows through w’hat pettinesses Heaven may 

send hdp! 

CHAPTER IX. 

PRELIMINARIES TO A FIFTH CAMPAIGN. 

It was ApHl 25 th before Friedrich quitted Freyberg, and 
took Canip; not till the middle of June that anything of serious 
Movement came. Much discouragement prevails in his Army, 
we h©ir: and indeed, it must be owned, the horoscope of these 
Campaigns grows yearly darker. Only Friedrich himself must 
not be discouraged! Nor is;—though there seldom lay ahead 
of any man a more dangerous-looking Year than thij that is 
iiOW ^imlv shaping itself to Friedrich. His fortune seems tp 
have quittM him; his enemies are more confident than ever. 

' This Year, it seems, they have bethought them of a new 
device agfbnst him. “We have 90 million Population,” count 
th^; “he hiM hardly 5; in the end, he must run-out of men! 
'tjx. exdjanging prisoners with him.” At jagerndorf, 

(j’“*st, march to Olmiitz), thcrQ had 

been excitah|;e: not without haggles; but this was the last on 

Prcii&s. it 12X ct scq., 292 &c.; SchOiuug, iL iu. f>assim, • 
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Austria’s part. Cartel of the usual kind, values punctually 
settled: a Fieldmarshal is worth 3,000 common men, or 1,5004; 
Colonel worth 130 men, or 65/.; common man is worth iox. 
sterling, not a high figure.^ The Russians haggled still more, 
no keeping of tl^m to their word; but they tried it a secortd 
time, last year (October 1759); and by careful urging and 
guiding, were got dragged through it, and the prisoners on 
both sides sent to their colours again. After which, it was » 
settled line of policy, “ No more exchanging or cartelling; we 
will starve him out in that article !” And had Friedrich had 
nothing but his own 5 millions to go upon, though .these con¬ 
tributed liberally, he had in truth been starved out. Nor could 
Saxony, with Mecklenburg, Anhalt, Erfurt, and their io,oop 
men a year, have supplied him,—‘had not there/ says Arcben- 
holtz (a man rather fond of superlatives),— 

‘ Had not there risen a Recruiting system/ or Crimping system, 
‘ the like of which for kind and degree was never seen in the Earth 
‘ before. Prisoners, captive soldiers, if at all likely fellofwe, were by 
‘ every means persuaded, and even compelled, to take Prussian service, 

‘ Compelled, cudgel in hand, ^ says Archenholtz (who is too indiscrimin- 
ating, I can see,—for there wcre/^falzers, Wlirtembergers, Reichsfolk, 
who had /^rs/ been compelled the other way): ' not asked if they wished 
‘ to serve, but dragged to the Prussian colours, obliged to swear thew, 

‘ and fight against their countrymen.' Say at least, against their coun¬ 
trymen's Governors, contumacious Serene Highnesses of Wiirtemberg, 
Mecklenburg and the like. Wiirtemberg, we mentioned lately, had to 
shoot a good few of his first levy against the Protestant Champion, be* 
fore they would march at all!—I am sorry for these poor men ; and 
wish the Reich had been what it once was, a Veracity and Practical 
Reality, not an Imaginary Entity and hideously contemptible Wiggery, 
as it now is! Contemptible, and hideous as well;—setting itself up on 
that fundamental mendacity • ^vhich is eteraally tragical, though little 
regarded in these days, and which entails mendacities without end on 
parties concerned!—But, apart from all this, certain it is, 

* The whole German Reich was deluged with secret Prussian En- 
^ listers. The greater part of these M'ere not actual Office^ at all, but 
‘ hungry Adventurers, who had been bargained with, Ind who, for 
‘ their own profit, allowed themselves every imaginable art to pick-up 
‘ men. Head and centre of them M^as the Prussian Colonei Colignon/ 
one of the Free-Corps people; ' a man formed by nature for this bh®’' 
‘ ness' (what a beatjtiful man!)—‘ who gave all the others, their dhrcc- 
‘ tioos, and taught them by his own example. Goiignon himself/in 
winter-time, ‘ travdled about in all manner of co$tume$ imd eharaeterSi 

A* 


1 Archenholtz, ii. ,53. 
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* persuading himdreds of people into the Prussian service. He not 
‘ Only promised TiJoinmissions, but gave such,—nominating loose young 

* fellows (Laffen\ students, merchants’ clerks and the like, to Lieu- 

* tenancies and Captaincies in the Prussian Army* (about as likely as 
in the Seraphim and Cherubim, had they known it); ‘ in the Infantry, 

' in the Cuirassiers, in the Hussars,—it is all oAs, you have only to 
‘ choose. The renown of the Prussian arms was so universal, and com- 
‘ bined with the notion of rich booty, that Colignon’s Commission- 
‘ manufactory was continually busy. No need to provide marching- 
< money, hand-money* (shillings for earnest); ‘Colignon*s recruits 
‘ travelled mostly of will and at their own charge. In Franken, in 

* Schwabe^ in the Rhine Countries, a dissolute son would rob his 

* father,—as shopmen their masters* tills, and managers their cash- 
‘ boxes,—and hie off to those magnanimous Prussian Officials', who gave 

* away companies like kreutzers, and had a value for young fellows of 
‘ spirit. They hastened to Magdeburg with their Commissions; where 
‘ they were received as common recruits, and put by force into the re- 

, * giments suitable. No use in resisting: the cudgel and the drill-ser- 
j* geant,*—who doubts it?—‘till complete submission. By this and 
* * other njpthods Colignon and his helpers are reckoned to have raised 

* for the King, in the course of this War, about 60,000 recruits,’® 

T^is Year, Daun, though his reputation is on the decline 
llately, is to have the chief command, as usual; the Grand 
Army, with Saxony for field of conquest, and the Reichsfolk 
to assist, is to be Daun's. But, what is reckoned an important 
improvement, Loudon is to have a separate command, and 
Army of his own. Loudon, hot of temper, melancholic, shy, 
is not a man to recommend himself to Kriegshofrath people ; 
but no doubt Imperial Majesty has had her own wise eye on 
him. His merits are so undeniable; the need of some Com¬ 
mander not of the Cunctator type is become so very pressing, 
‘‘Army of Silesia, 50,000;” that is to be Loudon's, with 40,000 
Russians to cooperate and unite themselves with Loudon; and 
try actually for conquest of Silesia, this Year; while Daim, 
conquering Saxony, keeps the King busy. * 

At Ptil^rsburg, Versailles, Vienna, much planning there hds 
been, and arduous consulting : first at Petersburg, in time and 
in importance, where Montalembert has again been very urgent 
in regard to those poor Swedish people, and the getting of 
them turned to some kind of use: ‘'Stettin in conjunction 
with the Swedes; oh, listen to reason, and take Stettin !** 
“ Would not Dantzig by ourselves be the advisable thing 7 ' 

* Archenholti^ iL 53. « 

T 
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answers Soltikof: “ Dantzig is an important 1 |own, and the 
grand Baltic Haven; and would be so convenient for our 
Preussen, since we have de^rmined to maintain tliat fine 
Conquest.” So thinks Czarish Majesty, as well as Soltikof, 
privately, though fcere are difficulties as to Dantzig; and, in 
fine, except Colberg over again, there can be nothing att^pted 
of sieging thereabouts. A Siege of Colberg, however, there is 
actually to be: Second Siege,—if perhaps it will prove luckier 
than the First was, two years since ? Na^'al Armament SwSdish- 
Russian, specific Land Armament wholly Russian, are tO do 
this Second Siege, at a favourable time; except lly wishes, 
Soltikof will not be concerned in it; nor, it is to be hoped, 
shall we,—in such pressure of haste as is probably ahead 
for us. * 

“ Silesia would be the place for sieges!” say the Vienna 
people always; and Imperial Majesty is very urgenf; and tries 
all methods,—eloquence, flatteries, bribes,—to bring Peters¬ 
burg to that view. Which is at last adopted; hedrtily by 
Czarish Majesty, ever ready for revenge on Friedrich, th#more 
jfatal and the more direct, the better. Heartily by her; not 
so heartily by Soltikof and her Army people, who know the 
Austrian habits; and privately decide on not picking chest¬ 
nuts from the fire, while the other party’s paws keep idle, and 
craly his jaws are ready. 

Of Small-War there is nothing or little to be said; indeed 
there occurs almost none. Roving Cossack-Parties, under one 
Tottleben, whom we shall hear of otherwise, infest Pommern, 
bickering with the Prussian posts there; not ravaging as 
formerly, Tottleben being a civilised kind of man. One of 
these called at the Castle of Schwedt, one day; found Prince 
Eugen of Wiirtemberg there (nearly recovered of his Kuiiers- 
dorf wounds), who is a Son-in-law of the House, m^riedPto a 
Daughter of Schwedt;—ancestor of the now RvAsian Czars 
too, had anybody then known it. Him these Cossacks GarriCid- 
off with them, a march or two; then, taking his fcnd for a 
certain ransom, let him go. Bond and bond-holder bang sobh 
after captured by the Prussians, Eugen paid no ransom ; so 
that*© us his ad’/enture is without moment, though it men 
made some noise among the Gazetteers. 
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, -.Two other little passages, and only two, we will mention; 

have iii themselves a kind of memorability. First, that 
of {^nexal f^zetteritz and the Manuscript he lost. Of posts 
acrpss the Elbe I find none irtEntionable here, and believe 
Jhere as none, except only Czetteritz’s ; who stands at Cosdorf, 
tyetl tap towards Torgau Country, as sentry t)ver Torgau and 
the. 'I'owns there. On Czetteritz there was, in February, an 
attcnapt made by the active General Beck, whom Daun had 
detached for that object.. Extremely successful, according to 
the Austrian Gazetteers ; but in, reality amounting to as good 
nothing-;—Surprisal of Czetteritz’s first vedette, in the dawn 
of a misty February morning (February 2ist, 1760); non- 
sutpnsal of his second, which did give fire and alarm, where¬ 
upon debate ; and Czetteritz springing into his saddle ; retreat 
« of his people to rearward, with loss of 7 Officers and 200 
prisoners ?rbut ending in re-advance, with fresh force, a few 
hours after ;* in repulse of Beck, in recovery of Cosdorf, and 
|L genera), state of A^-you-were in that pairt. A sputter of Post- 
not now worth jmentioning at all, — except only for one 
'ptnall circumstance i T^hat in the careering and swift ordering, 
such as there was, on the rearguard especially, Major-General 
IJJ^tteritz’s horse happened to fall; whereby not only, was the 
taken prisoner, but his quarters got plundered,, and 
' luggagg,-T-what is the notable circumstance,-ytheje,was 

a small Manuscript, MUitairische Instrukfiqn^fUf- die 
iGfUfrale, such as every Prussian General has, p,nd ii bound 
40 ,|t^p religiously secret.** This, carried to Daun’s head- 
ijt^ters, was duly prized, copied; and in the,course of a year 
c^e to print, in many shapes and places; was translated into 
^nglishi under the Title, Military Instructions by ihe.Kiny of 
[Prussia, in 1762 (and again, hardly so w^//, jrj 1797); and 
«tili languidly circulates among the studious qf'pur spldijejs. 
Nbt p little admired by some of them; and unfortupatel/ nearly 
nil they sC^ to know of this greatest of modern Soldiers.® 

9 Seyfarth, u. 655. ... . . , 

■ St^dsi now in CEuvres de Fridirk^ xxviii. jj it seq.; was finished (the idcvisal 
mfit b^he King, ‘2d April 1748:* ace Breuss^ i. 478-489: hxxd CEiwres..de 
Ftifd^rk^xxyWx. Pr^acfy idr endless indistinct details about the translations and 
idlticms pf it. London Edition, 1818* calli<jtseh thb‘i^/«. ’ 

^ See, for exain|>]e, in Life of Qcmral Sir 'Ckariea Ntxpiefyhy his Frpthet 
fLon<to, 1857), iii. 365 and elsewhere, — one of the best judges in the world 
iitf bitt joy and admiration on discovery of Friedrich; discovery, if you reaawcll, 
w£i^ ainouAU to these InUrmtions^ and no snore. 
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Next, about a month after, we have sometlung to report of 
Loudon from Silesia, or rather of the Enemies he meets there; 
for it is not a victorious thing. But it means a starting of the 
Campaign by an Austrian in'iilsion of Silesia; long before sieg¬ 
ing time, while ^1 these Montalembert-Soltikof pleadings and 
counter-pleadings hang dubious at Petersburg, and Loudon’s 
“ Silesian Army” is still only in a nascent or theoretic state, 
and only Loudon himself is in a practical one. 

Friedrich has always Fouquet at Landshut, in charge of 
the Silesian Frontier; whose outposts, under Goltz as head of 
these, stretch, by Neisse, far eastward, through the Hills to 
utmost Mahren; Fouquet’s own headquarter being generally 
Landshut, the main gate of the Country. Fouquet, long since, 
rooted himself rather firmly into that important past; has a 
beautiful ring of fortified Hills around Landshut; battery cross¬ 
ing battery, girdling it with sure destruction, under an expert 
Fouquet,—but would require 30,000 men to keep it, instead of 
13,000, which is Fouquet's allotment. Upon whom Loudon 
is fully intending a stroke this Year. Fouquet, as we*know, 
has strenuously managed to keep ward there for a twelvemonth 
past; in spite, often enough, of new violent invadings and at-| 
temptings (violent, miscellaneous, but intermittent) by the De- j 
villes and others ;—and always under many difficulties of his 
own, and vicissitudes in his employment; a Fouquet coming 
and going, waxing and waning, according to the King’s neces¬ 
sities, and to the intermittency or constancy of pressures on 
Landshut. Under Loudon, this Year, Fouquet will have harder 
times than ever;—in the end, too hard! But will resist, judge 
how by the following small sample: 

‘Besides Fouquet and his 13,000,’ says my Note, ‘the Silesian 
‘ Garrisons are all vigilant, are or ought to be; and there are far east- 
‘ ward of him, for guarding of the J^mdorf-Troppau Border, some 
‘ 4 or 6, boo, scattered about, under Lieutenant-Genertd Goltz, in ^rious 
• Hill Posts,—the chief Post of which, Goltz’s o>vn, is thmlittle Town 
‘ of Neustadt, northward of Jagemdorf’ (where we have ftUeted in the 
old Silesian Wars): ‘GoItz’.s Neustadt is the chief; and Leobsohutz, ■ 
‘ south-westward of it, under “General Le Grand”’ (oncf the Major 
Grant ol Kolin Battle, if readers remember him, “Your Majesty and 
I cannot take the Battery ourselves!”), ‘is probably the second in im- 
‘ portance, Loudon, cantoned along the Moravian side of the Border, 

‘ perfieivcs that he can assemble 32,000 foot and horse; that the Prus- 
‘ sians are 13,000 plus 6,000’, that Silesia can be invaded with advaa* 
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* tage, were tip weather come. And that, in any kind of weather, 

* Goltz aiid his straggle of posts might be swept into the interior, pcr- 

* haps picked-up and pocketed altogether, if Loudon were sharp enough. 

* Swept into the interior Goltz was? by no means pocketed altogether, 
■* as he ought to have been ! 

^March 1760, Loudon orders general ftuster hereabouts for 

* the 15th, everybody to have two-days bread and forage; and warns 

* Goltz, as bound in honour; “Excellenz, tomorrow is March 14th; 
' tomorrow our pleasant time of Truce is out,—the more the pity for 
Vboth of us!” “Yea, my esteemed neighbour Excellenz!” answers 

* Goltz, with the proper compliments; but judges that his esteemed 
‘ neighboiT is intending mischief almost immediately. Goltz instantly 

* sends orders to all his posts: “You, Herr General Grant, you at 
^Leobschut^, and all the rest of you, make your packages; march 
' without delay; rendezvous at Steinau and Upper Glogau” {far different 

* from Cf^^jZ-Glogau), “Neisse-ward ; swift!” And would have him- 

* self gone on the 14th, but could not,—his poor little Bakery not 

* being heri, nor wagons for his baggages quite to be collected in a 
^moment,—^and it was Saturday 15th, 5 A.M., that Goltz appointed 

* himself to march. 

last time we saw General Goltz was on the Green of Bautzen, 

* above two years ago,—when he delivered that hard message to the 

* King’s Brother and his party, “You deserve to be tried by Court- 

* martial, and have your heads cut off I” He was of that sad Zittau 
^ business of the late Prince of Prussia’s,—Goltz, Winterfeld, Ziethen, 

* Schmettau and others. Winterfeld and the Prince are both dead; 

* Schmettau is fallen into disaster; Goltz is still in good esteem with 
‘ the King. A stalwart, swift, flinty kind of man, to judge by the Por- 

* traits of him; considerable obstinacy, of a tacitly intelligent kind, in 

* that steady eye, in that droop of the eyebrows towards the strong 
' cheek-bones; plenty of sleeping fire in Lieutenant-General Goltz. 

^ His principal force, on this occasion, is one Infantry Regiment; 

* Regiment Manteuffel :—readers perhaps recollect that stout Pommem 

* Regiment, Manteuffel of Foot, and the little Dialogue it had with 

* the King himself, on the eve of Leuthen : “ Good-night, then, Fritz ! 
' Tomorrow all dead, or else the Enemy beaten.” Their conduct, I 
‘ h^ve heard, was very shining at Leuthen, where everyb«dy shone; 

* and sin^E then they have been plunging about through the death-de- 

* ment in ftieir old rugged way,—and reemerge here into definite view 

* again, under Lieutenant-General Goltz, issuing from the north end of 
‘ISfeostaSt, in the dim dawn of a cold spring morning, March 15th, 

* 5 A.M. ; weather latterly very wet, as I learn. They intend Neisse- 

* way, with their considerable stock of bE^gage-wagons; a company of 

■ is to help in escorting: party perhaps about a,000 in all. 

^Goltz will have his difficulties this day; and has calculated on them. 
‘ And| ind^, at the first issuing, here they already are. 
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* Loudon, with about 5,000 horse,—"four Regimenir.dra^-up h^Jie; 

* and by and by with a fifth (happily not with the grenadiers, as he had 

* calailated, who arc detained by broken bridges, waters all in flood 
‘ from the rain),—is waiting for hfti, at the very enrirons of NeUslAdt; 

‘ Loudon, by a trumpet, politely invites him to sunender, being so 
‘outnumbered; Goltz, politely thanking, disregards it, and marches 

* on: Loudon escorting, in an ominous way; till, at Bucheladorf, the 
‘ fifth Regiment (best in tlie Austrian service) is seen drawn-out across 
‘ the highway, plainly intimating, No thoroughfare to Goltz and 

* mem. T.,oudon sends a second trumpet: “ Surrender prisoners'; 

‘ honourablest terms; keep all your baggage: refuse, and you are Cut 
‘ down every man. ” You shall yourself hear the answer,%trid Goltjs. 

‘ Goltz leads this second tmmpet to the front; and, in Pommcrn dialect, 

* makes known what General Loudon’s proposal is. The Pommernei^ 

‘ answer, as one man, a No of such emphasis as I have never heard ; 

* in terms which are intensely vernacular, it seems, and* wffich do at 
'* this day astonish the foreign mind: ** We will for him somefliing, 

‘ IVtr xmlkn ihm was —” But the powers of translation*and even 6f 

* typography fail; and feeble paraphrase must give it: “We will icrt* 
‘him something incffahlc concoci^^^ of a surprisingly contrairy kindl 
« « molten ihm rrm” (with ineffable dissyllabic verb govemijjg it) I 

* growled one indignant Pommerner; “and it ran like file-fire along 

* the ranks,” says Archenboltz; everybody growling 4 t, and bellowing 

* it, in fierce bass chorus, as the indubitable vote of Ponunem in those 
‘ circumstances. 

‘ Loudon’s trumpet withdrew. Pommern formed square round its 

* baggage; Loudon’s 5,000 came thundering in, fit to break adamant; 

* but met such a storm of bullets from Pommern, they stopped about 
‘ ten paces short, in considerable amazement, and wheeled back. Tried 
*it again, still more amazement; the Hke a third time; every time in ^ 

* vain. After which, Pommern took the road again, with vanguard, 

‘ rearguard; and had peace for certain miles, —Loudon gloomily fpl- 
‘ lowing, for a new chance. How many times Loudon tried «igain/ 

‘ and ever again, at good places, I forget,—^say six times m ail. Efe- 
‘ tween Siebenhufen and Steinau, in a dirty defile, the jewfel of thfe 
' road for Loudon, who tried his very best there, one of out wagons 

* broke ^wn ; the few to rear of it, eighteen wagons and soUie ©3ghtacy : 
*^rts, had to be left standing. Nothing more of PotnmfTh wus 

‘ thare or anywhere. Near StOinau there, I^udon gave ft up as 
‘ perate, ,a»d vrent his way. His lo.ss, they say,,Jvas 300 IdUed; 50b 
‘ wounded t Poirnnern’s v/as 35 killed, and above loo Idl ilbuidfed Ot > 

* prisbni&ris- On^ of the stiffest day’s works 1 have known; 

* twelve i^es of march, in every two an attack. Pommern ftM.resdiy 

* conetkiti^ soi^^ and kept its promse 

« ** Tlfott Icnowest VhW the Pommemers can dd/’ to 

* thei/own King. An? obstinate, strong-boned, heavy-luipii^ people; 
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‘ ttot so Stupid Ss you think. More or less of Jutish or Anglish type; 

* highly deficient in the graces of speech, and, I should judge, witlt 

* little call to Parliamentary Eloquence.’* 

Friedrich is, this Year, considered by the generality of man- 
kind, to be ruined: "Lost 60,000 men last Campaign; was 
beat^ twice; his luck is done ; what is to become of him ?’* 
Shy his ehemies, and even the impartial Gazetteer, with joy or 
Sotrow* Among his own people there is gloom or censure; 
hard cdmmentaries on Maxen: " So self-willed, high, and deaf 
to counsjl from Prince Henri!” Henri himself, they say, is 
sullen; threatening, as he often does, to resign ‘ for want of 
health;' and as he quite did, for a while, in the end of this 
Campaigfn, or interval between this and next. 

Frieifrlch has, with incredible diligence, got together his 
finance (copper in larger dose than ever, Jew Ephraim presid¬ 
ing as usual); and, as if by art-magic, has on their feet 100,000 
men against his enemy’s 280,000. Some higher Officers are 
secreljjy in bad spirits ; but the men know nothing of discour¬ 
agement Friedrich proclaims to them at marching, " For 
every Cannon you capture, xoo ducats; for every flag, 50; for 
every standard (cavalry flag), 40;"—which sums, as they fell 
due, were accordingly paid thenceforth.^ But Friedrich, too, is 
abundantly gloomy, if that could help him; which he knows 
well it cannot, and strictly hides it from all but a few;—or all 
but D'Argens almost alone, to whom it can do no harm. Read 
carefully by the light of contemporary occurrences, not vaguely 
iti the vacant haze, as the Editors give it, his correspondence 
with D’Argens becomes interesting almost to a painful degree: 
aft uhaffected picture of one of the bravest human souls weighed 
dpwft with dispiriting labours and chagrins, such as were sel- 
duiu laid on any man ; almost beyond bearing, but incurable, 
al^.demanding to be borne. Wilhelmina is away, away; to 
alone of mortals does he whisper of these thing^; 
and to bin? not w^isomely, or with the least prolixity, but in 

gusts, seldom now with any indignation, oftenest 
wit^ a tbfteh of hqmour in them, not soliciting any sympathy, 

nearly, as much as he will get from the faithful 

S Preuss, S; 341 (in^reain some Sm^l points); Archenhoitz, ii. 6t: Seyfiurth, 
iL 6 m aadBtyhfrn, iL 6^7.660; Xempdlhof; iir. 8-10; in Anmyrnous ^ H»miurg 
(iv. SS) the AiistHen account. "> Stenzel, v. 936, 937; ib. 943,, 
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“ I atn unfortunate and old, dear Marquis; tjiat is why they 
** persecute me: God knows what my future is to be this Year 1 
" I grieve to resemble Cassar^ra with my prophecies; but how 
" augur well of the desperate situation we are in, and which 
goes on growing worse ? I am so gloomy today, I will cut 
“ short." . . . “ Write to me when you have nothing better to 
'• do ; and don’t forget a poor Philosopher who, perhaps to ex- 
" piate his incredulity, is doomed to find his Purgatory in this 
'• world.”® ... To another Friend, in the way of speech, he 
more deliberately says: "The difficulties I had, last Campaign, 
“were almost infinite: such a multitude of enemies acting; 
“ against me; Pommern, Brandenburg, Saxony, Frontiers of 
" Silesia, alike in danger, often enough all at one time. If I 
" escaped absolute destruction, I must impute it chifefly to the 
“ misconduct of my enemies ; who gained such ^advantages, 
" but had not the sense to follow them up. Experience often 
" corrects people of their blunders: I cannot expect td profit 
“ by anything of that kind, on their part, in the course of this 
“ Campaign:” judge if it will be a light one, mou cher.’^ 

The symptoms we decipher in these Letters, and otherwise, 
are those of a man drenched in misery; but used to his black 
element, unaffectedly defiant of it, or not at the pains to defy 
it; occupied only to do his very utmost in it, with or without 
success, till the end come. Prometheus, chained on the Ocean* 
cliffs, with the New Ruling-Powers in the upper hand, and their 
vultures gradually eating him ; dumb Time and dumb Space 
looking on, apparently with small sympathy; Prometheus and 
other Titans, now and then, have touched the soul of some 
yEschylus, and drawn tones of melodious sympathy, far heard 
among mankind. But with this new Titan it is notsp: nor, 
upon the whole, with the proper Titan, in this world, is it usu¬ 
ally so* the world being a—what shall we,say?—a poorish 
\kind of world,\and its melodies and dissonances, it%^Ibve?and 
its hjpttreds worth comparatively little in the long-rfin. Fried¬ 
rich does wonderih^ly without sympathy from almost anybody; 
and the ittdifferench with which he walks along, under such a 
cloud of sulky stupimties, of mendacities and misconceptions 
from the herd of mtfr^ind, is decidedly admirable to me. 

* ^x^J38» 139 (‘Freybcrg, aoth Mwch 

• A »3d* (Mrtchell, ii. *59). 
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But let us look into the Campaign itself. Perhaps,—con* 
traryto the xiorld’s opinion, and to Friedrich’s own when, in 
ultra-lucid moments, he gazes into it in the light of cold arith¬ 
metic, and finds the aspect of#t "frightful,”—this Campaign 
will be a little luckier to him than the last ? Unluckier it can¬ 
not well beor if so, it will at least be fintl to him ! 
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